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RADIO K.0.’S SUMMER SLUMP 


Nazi Air Raids Cut London Legit 


Beal JUNE, JULY, 
B.0. 50%; Many Post Closing Notices Al? QN THE AIR 
London, Sept. 3. ‘WB Home Defense Guard Wanger on Goldwyn 


Sudden reversal of the recent, C.A.B. Finds This Summer’s oe 
boom in show business is causing | Network Programs En- rear ery 
notices to be posted by practically | Warvets, a patriotic group joyed ‘Probably the Larg- Queried about talking French 
composed of former service men, 


50% of all West End legit shows. ° 4 . over local station Friday (30), 
"Tea aahe-  Whabiens this nuwire was organized at Warners with est Audiences in the His-| waiter Wanger quipped: 














Seasonal Vaude ‘Comeback’ Hope 
Again No Soap; Indies Look Best 














If there’s going to be anything ap- 
| proximating a vaudeville revival 
| this season, it’s not evident from the 
| lineup of theatres resuming stage 
| shows this month, The most ac- 
| curate barometer of things to come 
|is the indie bookers, but they re- 


suctgwone, Sept. 3. 


another London-evacuation ex- ig el gpnsin 57 shop foreman, toy of Commercial Broad- es sgpered port little new so far. 
»ctancy ecause of the Hitl as first president. ae a it a alk in inglish so why The major circuits are virtuaily in 
“errtggggy Berean Adler Members will receive training casting shouldn’t I talk in French? 





blitz, despite the excellent Ws « d the same position as last September, 
Royal Air Force counter-offen- in rifle and pistol shooting an and worse. RKO, for instance. is 
, anti-aircraft technique. 


sive, or is just a precautionary ¢ é 25% OVER 1939 minus the Palace, Chicago, a big- 
measure in the war of nerves, —— Poi atet Ys time, full-week spot that’s now play- 
is problematic.] ing straight pictures. Circuit indi- 




















‘Margin for error’ at the Lyric, | N. y. FILM EXECS Network radio’s annual bugaboo— | cates it’s making money with this 
‘Present Arms,” at the Prince’s, and the. summer slump in audiences— | policy, or losing less than when 
‘Dear Octopus’ at the Adelphi folded | this year was so affectively smoked | DAY WEEKEND arenes 3 vn got Leesgie~ Sasa een. we 
Saturday (1) The remainder are Ment iad ln <add Gite Denkean immediate plans for a vaude re- 


ek per- 


| 
| sumption in the windy city. 
iod did the audiences show any las-| 


Warner Bros. vaude book likewise 
will be missing one major stand this 


< “ds er “2 
considering daily matinees in lieu of T 
night shows, or earlier evening per- 


situde in their dialing whatever. And | 








formances. 

‘Black Velvet’ at the Hippodrome 
is slated to fold in a fortnight, with 
no announcement of any successor 
show. Firth Shephard today (Tues- 
day) announced a month’s postpone- 
ment in the opening date of his new 
musical comedy, ‘Learn to Love,’ 


due at His Majesty's, and frankly | 


states that his two other musicals, 
‘Up and Doing’ and ‘Shephard’s Pie,’ 
dropped 50% in gross receipts since 
the Nazi aic raids started 


Moneyed Contizentals 
Key to Class Cafe Boom 
Throughout America 


The moneyed internationals now 
in America are back of a class 
cafe boom which U. S. nitery pro- 


prietors state will exceed all times, 


both for New York and Florida this 
year. It’s also expected to reflect 
cafe society prosperity from coast to 
coast in other key cities 

The European mess has evacuated 
the cosmopolitans, all of them seek- 
ing refuge on American shores. 

Already it’s been noticed that the 


GAGS IN PIX 


Eastern film executives are look- 
ing askance at some of the political 
12s inserted in features recently 

York City. At 


least two companies have advised 


y 
S 


previewed in New 


| their studios to soft-pedal such ma- 


terial because of the dynamite they 


‘ontain with the presidential election | 


$1,000,000 Loss to ALC. 
Due to Floods; Phoney 
Storm B dcasts 1 in NE. 


Atlantic City, Sept. 3. 
seashore resort, 
isolated Sunday (1) be- 
cloudburst and _ ftoods 
part 


to the 
G.O.P. or Democrats, picture offi- 
cials point out that such jests will 
be dated before the pictures go out 
on general release this fall. 


this yeal Whether adverse 


Consensus among home office peo- 


ple is that most of the comedy in- | 


corporated ig such gags is not funny 


enough or Sufficiently pertinent to 


the story to have been included in 
the first place. 
slighting referrence to Republican 
voters are viewed as dated and like- 


'ly to make the film in question look 


stupid in the light of voting next 


(Continued on page 42) 





Slap at Roosevelt or | 


level 
was 


programs 


were 


‘ontinue 


blow 


during this lowest point, the 
of evening half-hour 
still 25% over 1939, 
while the daytime level overshot the 
> year by around 11% 
one of radio’s 
is apparent from Cooperative 
Broadcasting 
which appear in the 
herewith). The C.A.B. | 
: ithe best for any similar period this 
audiences for 1940 net- | 
-daytime and | 
larger than a year 


d on page 32) 


of state, suffered 


on what has always 
2» high climax of the season, 


Day weekend. Amusement 


rators state it was ne 


to tl 


. This selt- | 


oldest head- | weekend 


reports 


which was 


BIZ ON BWAY 


Biggest business of any Labor Day 
within memory was 
chalked up on Broadway. New York 


| World’s Fair likewise reacted to the 


urge for a holiday, the gate of 780,000 
admission for the three days being 


year. 

[Similarly powerful biz to that in 
New York was recorded by picture 
| houses, legiters and amusement parks 
| throughout the country. In addition, 
|crowds everywhere reflected what 
|may pass for better times in their 
; willin myness not only to squawk but to 
| spend | 

Not only did film houses, Tegits and 
niteries rack up record grosses, but 
strolling crowds on Broadway vir- 
tually turned all of Manhattan into a 


| (Continued on page 20) 


GLENN MILLER SWINGO 
AT OPERATIC BENEFIT 


Philadelphia. Sept. 3 
The Philadelphia-La Scala Opera 


| season, the Earle, Philadelphia, un- 


ess a settlement is brought about 

between the chain and musicians 

union local in that town. Musicians 
(Continued on page 55) 


Berlin mulls M-G Deal 
For ‘God Bless Amer.’ 
May Net Scouts 150G 


Irving Berlin is mulling a reported 
bid from Metro for ‘God Ble 
America,’ which may net the Boy 
and Girl Scouts of America, to 


| whom he has ceded all the rights in 


that song; perhaps as much as 
$150,000 or $200,000. Metro is known 
to have offered between $25,000 and 
$50,000 for the song title and rights 
ajone, but Berlin has an idea for a 


; Young America version of ‘Yip Yip 


Yaphank,’ his soldier show of World 
War 1 days. 

Berlin visualizes a juvenile revue 
based on an American patriotism 
theme, climaxed by the song He 
would want to work on the film 
however, contributing his services 
sratis or, more likely for technical 
-ason at $1. Thus, Berlin feels he 


class cafes sound more like the Ritz : Co. has hired Glenn Miller’s band i : ‘aor 

> : , ertainmen had b ’ could project the proper :idea and 

Paris, or Savoy, London, bars, with » ' * Bias to play at a benefit of the operatic preserve the general intent of 1 

their medley of dialects and iinguis- 0 ar ett O id organization at Atlantic City’s Con- |. itnem ; me 

tics. ‘Continental’ and ‘international oth COLUMN STEAM-UP a ) erg t ] j vantian tall Cet. 12 

divertissement will be the attendant - -— re crow@ This is believed the first time that 

k *ynote of most of the nite face it 10 pa >) a group representing seriou ivi Ic Erudite Burlesque Mer. 

American picture companies have jrama has turned to a swing outfit r : : 

been tipped to soft-pedal future pro- to help raise funds The contract Maestro Parlez in Latin 


I'amed Old Friars Club 
Becomes Rehearsal Hall 


Marking the passing of another 
Broadway era, the famed old Friars 
Club, on W. 48th street, New York, 
becomes a rehearsal and audition 
studio. Goldbetter Studios outfit 
will break up the historic club, scene 


ductions that show up the history of 
the Mexican 


ning anti-American 
Mexico in recent months. 


Basis for Nazi propagandist cam- |! 


paign is that many southwestern 


Republic in an un- | 
favorable light. New policy stems | 
from fact that German propaganda | 
agents purportedly have been fan- | 
sentiment in | 


Minneapolis, Sept. 3. 

be a record for long 
anywhere in the 
Dick Long and his 


Believed to 
engagement 


| United States, 


Long Orch’s 700th Week 
In One Spot, a Record 


with Miller’s band was signed yes- 


|terday (Monday) at the Steel Pier, 


where Miller is currently working. 

Date is the night before Miller 
goes back into his second seasonal 
stand at the Pennsylvania hotel, New 
York 


COMMUNAZI FILM ‘PLAY 


St. Louis, Sept. 3 
A Justice of the Peace who man- 


ages a burlesque theatre, the Gar- 
rick, and the house’s baton-weaver, 


who in an unguarded moment is a 
police magistrate, might well be the 
millenium here. But that’s not all 


Taking time out between shucking 





| by the stripperoos, Richard Zeisle1 
of many a memorabie Friars Frolic,! states of this country formerly be- | orchestra are celebrating their 700th Hollywood, Sept. 3. | the manager, and Frank Reidels- 
into 20 band rehearsal rooms. How- longed to Mexico and ‘rightfully’ | consecutive week at the Curtis here Frederick Hazlett Brennan's serial, berger, the police-magistrate maes- 
ever, the Friars’ familiar meeting- | should belong to Mexicans. Reports | this week. The Long band has been ‘Let Me Call You Comrade,’ a satire tro. like to brush up on their con- 
hall and stage will not be disturbed. reaching N.Y. are that German fifth | broadcasting over WCCO for 14 con- on the Hollywood communism-Nazi. versational Latin 
and will be used for special audi-! columnists have been advocating a | secutive years. Situation which ran in Collier's, is And conversational Latin is some- 
tions in a setting comparable to what policy which would set up U.S. as; It has the distinction of having being adapted into a stage play. thing that hasn’t been common 
it would be on a regular job jan enemy nation and that after the ; made the first remote ever offered Bobby Newman, in from New York since the good Roman senators 
With the change, Goldbetter’s be- European struggle, the Germans by that station. This was from the with a rough adaptation, is confer- launched a tirade against Roman 
comes the Fraternal Clubhouse Stu-| would help Mexico get back its old | Nankin nitery before Long movedj)ring with Brennan for immediate conspirator Lucius Sergius Catilina 
dios & Recording Co { territory, his musicians to the Curtis. production back around the first century BC 
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Pascal's Major Barbara’ Gives 


—_—— 


Air raids permitted only one day's 
ehooting on ‘Major Barbara’ dur- 
ing the whole of last week, Gabriel 


Pascal stated in a cablegram from 
England received in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday). British pro- 


ducer, who is filming the George 
Bernard Shaw story for United Art- 
release, said that from present 
indications he will not arrive in the 
U. S. with a print until around Nov. 
5. He planned coming Sept. 1, until 
ihe air raids began hobbling pro- 
duction. 

Pascal's cable was to Marian 
Baldwin, his p.a., who arrived in 
this country from England a few 
weeks ago. She declared that air 
raid warnings until the recent heavy 
raids hadn't halted production, as 
alarms were disregarded and work 
continued right through them. Now, | 
however, bombings are much closer | 
ic the Denham studios where Pascal | 


is working and the entire personnel | 
is forced to rush to air raid shelters. | 
Also slowing production, Miss| 
Baldwin said, was lack of sleep by | 
voth players and technicians. Each | 
night five or six of the staff must} 
patrol the studio, doing duty as air 
raid wardens. They finish shooting 
at 9 p.m. and patrol until about 
5 in the morning, returning to work 
ai 9. Among the men in this service | 
are Ronnie Neame, cameraman: | 
Harold French, dialog director and | 
w.k. stage director; David Lean, as- 
sistant director, and David Tree, a, 
member of the cast. 

Tree was called up for dutyeby the! 
army but released for this picture. 
Andrew Osborn, who was originally 
in the cast, was also drafted for the 
military, but could also have been 
released. He refused, however, and 
his place in the picture was taken 
by Rex Harrison. 

Britain’s Cooperation 

Government has lent all 
zid to Pascal, Miss Baldwin 

(Continued on page 54) 


i<1e 


possible 
de- 


Fifth Columnist Scare 
Dissipates, Canadians 
Look to Det. for Amus. 


Detroit, Sept. 3. 

Whai nitery and general entertain- 
business there was in Wind- 
Ont., across the river from here, 
is flowing back into Detroit. Cus- 
ioms and immigration § difficulties 
have been unkinked to an extent 
where passage between the countries 
again is easier, 

What discouraged 
from coming the Detroit 
River for their entertainment was 
the explosion in the basement grill 
room of the swank, 10-story Norton 


ment 


sor, 


W indsorites 
across 


Palmer hotel, which killed a college 
student serving as cashier, and in- 
juring 33 diner-dancers. Nature of 
the blast and general war tenseness 
in Windsor bred the rumor that it 
was sabotage, a bomb plant by Fifth 
Columnists, etc. Probers, however, 
leaned to the theory was an ordi- 


nary boiler or gas explosion, 


Francisca Gaal Gets 


Brushoff as Non-‘Aryan’ 


Madrid, Aug. 22. 

The socko reception accorded by the 
press to Francisca Gaal, Paramount 
player, upon her recent arrival in 
Spain, was tempered considerably 
upon the protest of the German em- 
bassy. 
All Miss Gaal’s films are banned 
Germany, and indications are that 
they will be accorded the same treat- 
ment in Spain, 


in 


Miss Gaal’s Jewish blood un- 
doubtedly the cause for the thumbs- 
down on her in Spain and Germany. 
For years, prior to her migration to 
HolJy wood, she was one of the lead- 
ing actresses on the Budapest stage. 
She’s a native Hungarian. 


is 


‘Moe’ Snyder Freed 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Martin ‘Moe’ Snyder (The ‘Colo- 
nel’) was given his temporary free- 
dom last week but ordered to re- 
turn to court Oct. 22 for ruling on 
a second trial on charges of shooting 
Myrl Alderman, husband of his 
former mate, Ruth Etting. 
Considered unlikely Snyder will be 


held for another trial as the Alder- | 


mans are in the east and do not care 
io return to press. the _charges. 


Idea of London's Film Prod. Woes 





U-Sullavan Appeasement 


Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 
Universal dropped its 
suit 
agreed to a new deal, permitting the 
actress to play in the Loew-Lewin 
production, ‘Flotsam,’ but retaining 


first call on her services for the next! 


picture, 
Miss Sullavan and U hpa a one- 


picture contract for several years 
but could not agree on a suitable 
story. 





H WOOD RAISES 


$440,416 FOR 
CHARITIES 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Film industry's contribution to the 
American Red Cross and Allied War 
Relief totaled $440.416.75. Samuel 
Goldwyn, representing the picture 
business, turned over a check for 
that amount to Dr. A. H. Giannini, 
chairman of the Citizens Emergency 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

Of this sum, the Red Cross gets 
$163,159.31, and the rest will be di- 
vided 60-40 between two relief or- 
ganizations. 

Theatre Guild of Southern 
fornia, comprising 
ages in the picture colony, has added 


Cali- 


a fifth week to its benefit perform- | 


ances of Noe] Coward's ‘Tonight at 
8:30’ at the E] Capitan, Hollywood. 
Already British relief fund 


crowds continuing to view the Hol- 
lywood names who are donating their 
services. 

Biltmore went dark (31) after dis- 
appointing two weeks 
Robson in ‘Ladies in 
Piece garnered another 
second stanza. Only 


Retirement.’ 
$8,500 on 
other legit in 


town is revised version of ‘Meet the | 


People,’ at Music Box, Hollywood. 


SERLIN’S ‘DUTCH VET’ 


~ 


MAY GO PARAMOUNT 


‘Dutch Vet,’ book to which Oscar 
Serlin bought dramatization rights 
last week, may be filmed by Serlin 
for Paramount in 1941-42. Whether 
Par goes through with a loose verbal 
agreement that has been talked de- 
pends upon how the legi 
which Serlin will produce 
turns out. Serlin, sponsor of 
current Broadway hit, ‘Life 


t 
v 


with 


Father,’ was with Par for a number 
of years. 

Book is principally a character 
study. It’s by Anton Roothaert and 


ran through many printings in Hol- 
pub- 
the English 
in this country 
Whereabouts of the au- 
of the 


land, where it was originally 
lished. MacMillan put 
translation on sale 
last week. 
thor are unknown 
war abroad. 


as result 


Serlin has not selected anyone to 
dramatize it yet. First on his slate is 
the dancer, to 
Clifford Odets. 
Latter will begin work when he fin- 


a play 


be 


on Nijinsky, 
dramatized by 
ishes his own new play 
months, 


Ruth Lowe, ‘Smile’ 


Writer, on Personals’ 


Ruth Lowe, 
Smile Again,’ 
pearances Sept. 
of her song's click. 


writer 
begins 


of ‘I'll Never 
personal 


injunction | 
against Margaret Sullavan and/| 





| dealing 


leading person- | 


| 
} 


has | 
reached nearly $100,000, with packed | 
| gear, 


with Flora | ly 


version, 
first, 
the 


in a couple 


ap- 
13 on the strength 
She opens with | 


Long Time Getting Going 


Holivwood; Sept. 3. 


starting date for his RKO produc- 
|tion, ‘Three Girls and a Gob,’ after 
}a year’s preparation. 

Sets and script are ready, but the 
i cast has not been fully announced, 


acsslehhaehetelae 


‘Alan Mowbray Ra 


| Balcon’s ‘Deserter’ 
| 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Charges by Michael Balcen 


in 


Harold Lioyd finally set Sept. 8 as 


Charge at Filmites 


A Prediction Comes True 


om 


Some years ago it was predicted by ad agency men that the time 
would come when certain periods on the networks would have @# cash 
franchise value. The prophecy has become en actuality. Fitch Sham- 
poo, which occupies the 7:30-8 p.m. spot on the NBC-red Sunday with 
its ‘Band Wagon,’ can, if it elects to, dispose of this period to another 
commercial for a cash consideration of $150,000, 

The account in question, which is already on a network hookup, but 
in midweek, would like to move its program in between Jack Benny's 
and Edgar Bergen’s. This account's program already has a high rating, 
but it figures that its mike personality could, through the Sunday night 
placement, increase his audience amply to make the premium payment 
worthwhile. 


New Show Biz Trend Is Commercial 











} 
) 


London that Hollywood's British ac- | 


tors were ‘deserters’ in their eoun- 
, try’s hour of need drew a broad- 
| Side in reply by Alan Mowbray, 
‘president of the British War Relief 
'Association of Southern California. 
|Calling the English producer's state- 
ment ‘an unwarranted smear,’ Mow- 
bray declared by cable that 99% of 
| the British actors here are not only 
doing their bit, but their best. 

‘A large majority of the Holly- 
,wood British colony,” Mowbray 
| wrote, ‘served with distinction in 
jthe last war and have volunteered 
ltheir services by registering with 
|the embassy at the outbreak of this 
;one, May I suggest that your cam- 
paign would be better served by 
in names, rather than in 
| generalities, so not to cast slurs on 
,the British colony here as a whole. 


| ‘We are doing what wé can while 


‘awaiting the answer to our collec- 
‘tive offer of service. You may refer 
| to the British Red Cross for a record 
of the efforts of the association. Of- 
ficial quarters in England can supply 
you with records of the British mo- 
tion picture colony’s contributions.’ 





‘BEANIES’ CHAPEAUX 


Spread With Release of RKO's 
‘Toe Many Girls’ 


May 


Fad of ‘beanies’ as femme head- 
started last fall by the 
Rodgers-Hart musical comedy, “Too 
Many Girls,’ is expected to be great- 
intensified this season with 
|release of George Abbott's 
version of the show. 
which sell for around $1 in the class 
stores and for as little as 10c in the 
| bargain basements, are like skull 
caps. Their popularity last season 
was headache to the millinery 
trade. their comparative cheap- 
ness figured to have cut down 
the sales on young women's 
hats. 

In the legit version of the show 
the beanies were worn by co-eds at 
Pottawattamie College 
that the wearer was a virgin Hays 
office insisted on changing that in 
the film version, so in the forthcom- 
ing RKO release it’s exnlained that 
girls who wear the beanies are ones 
who don’t neck. Gag about 
beanies being only for virgins was 
used in various wavs when the legit 
musical was playing at the Imperial, 
N. Y., last Ushers at the 
house wore them and the lids were 
also on sale at $1 each in the lobby 
during intermission. : 


picture 


a 
as 
was 


gross 


and indicated 


season. 


Maynard’s Drunk-Drive 


Arrest, Fined $150 


Seattle, Sept. 3. 
Ken Maynard. featured 


Bros. circus, was pinched at Bel-| 
lingham near here, for drunken 
driving of auto and had to dig in 
jeans for $150 before he eould make 
the matinee in Mount Vernon. 
Wash. Show played here six per-| 
formances to good returns 

While out of pictures for some 


time, local kids went strong for thei! 


Sagebrusher with heavy pull of 
pasteboards. Hoosegow ~ trip was 
not known until after show left 


burg. 


a week at the Adams theaire, New- | 


Actress-Daughters to Be 


ark, N. J.. with Bob Chester's band, 
Barry Wood, singer on the Hit| 
|Parade radio program, and co-! 


median Bert Wheeler. She’s being 
booked by Gordon & Williamson. 


Former pianist with Ina Ray Hut- | 


ton, now disbanded all-girl orches- 
tra, Miss Lowe will work on stage 
; With Wood. He'll sing as she ac- 
companies and, at the finale, will 
introduce one of her newest num- 
, bers. 

Adams reopened Friday (28) with 
a tab version of George Whiie’s 
, Scanda!}s.” . 


Shown How By Mother 


Oakland, Sept. 3. 

Mrs. George Fontaine, mother of 
film players Olivia de Havilland and 
Joan Fontaine, will try her thesping 
hand Sept. 6 and 7 when she appears 
,as Mistress Ford in a community 
| production of ‘Merry Wives of Wind- 
'sor’ at Saratoga, Cal. 


The performances will be given for 
| British War Relief. 


| 


the | 


‘Beanies,’ | 


the | 


with Cole | 


Thought Trend of Some Moppets 


Peggy Fears’ Chiller | Unlike the child prodigies of the 


| past, who played and composed with 





—— 


| nai lisregar h ‘ommercii 

Hollywood, Sept. 3. hawt garcons ea Shel ceapapadaing 

Peggy Fears has bought stage | aspec £0 eir ‘careers,’ gifted mop- 

| right to ‘Eight O'Clock Tuesday,’ | Pets of the present day are appar- 
whodunit by Mignon Eberharat. lently quite commercial show busi- 
She plans to produce it on Broad- | ness-conscious. Couple of cases in 
way. 2 point came to light last week at CBS, 


| One was David Flodin, of Wash- 
ington, who addressed a letier t 








J 0 k SCHENCK ‘Ellery Queen, Detective, N. Y.’ 

| old and I play the marimba (tthat's 

a xylophone with tubes or resonators 

have completed the first movement 

HIS WOES and have started the second. 

very end of your program there are 

‘seven or eight notes that, if 1 may 

Straw hat tilted on the back of nicely. If I may use those last sev- 

his head, Joe Schenck stepped ashore | eral notes, please inform me.’ Let- 
'from the sTWAtoliner at LaGuardia | 

| Field (N.Y.) last midweek. He , conductor-composer who does the in- 

| looked like a man who had nothing | music on the program. 


Message read: ‘I am only 11 years 
| under the bars). I am now compos- 
| ing a piece which I call ‘March of 
| the Skeletons’ or ‘Spook Theme.’ I 
‘To get down to brass tacks, al the 
use them, 1 think I would fit in very 
|} ter was turned over to Lyn Murray, 
| cidental 
Murray replied with a straight-faced 


but happy news. Actually, he told - 

'reporters, things weren't so _ hot. ong whey nor ee y, grentme 
me . a " ‘cfer < > < 

| First, he was in New York to hire | © Youngsters request. 

a new lawyer. With the Feds after | Other case is Amber Harrington, 


him to explain a carload of items in five-year-old daughter of Clark Har- 


his income tax returns. an indict-/|rington, of the CBS copyright de- 
ment reposing in Federal court, and | partment. Urchin, who's been writ- 
a trial looming if no_ settlement ;!%g Music since she was three, had 
comes along,’ Scheneck’s counsel, | her latest, ‘Put a Penny in the Old 
| Max D. Steuer. had died. Secondly, Man's Hat . given its first periorm- 
lhe was in town to talk over the | ance last week on Lyn Murrays 
ladvisability of raising prices on his|“Four Clubmen’ show over CBS. 


Song is said to have a socially-con- 


scious theme. 


and 
un- 


two new pix, ‘Argentine Way’ 
|‘Brigham Young’ 
pleasant matter. 


always an 


Young Miss Harrington's first full- 


When he was asked if he wanted length composition dealt with the 
prices raised as high as they were idea that Santa Claus always 1e- 
for ‘Gone’ he answered that he wards bovs and girls who are good. 
(Continued on page 18) It was somewhat cynically titled 
| — : - ‘P'raps.” Kid recently penned e#n- 
other number, ‘Horses Have No 
$18 TOP (US COIN) Bathrooms.’ Her father explained 10 
| nbd her that such tunes couldn't be per- 
| FOR HAVANA CONCERTS formed over the air, so she wicie 
é ‘Put a Penny in the Old Man's Hat’ 
eae ae as a substitute. According ic Har- 

rington, the kid does the score end 


' Havana, Sept 
What is believed to be the highest 
regular top price for any attr@€tion 


3 
Ivrics entirely on her own 
* 
i ' 


anywhere, outside of special benefits 

has been set for a four-night concert LdA. to N.Y. 
series here later this month. Front! Basil Black. 

pews are going for $18 each, and| Carrel] Carro)l 


| that’s in American money. Cheapest | Edward Chodorev. 


ducats are $2. Sam Clark. 
Among those to be heard are Richard Condon, 
Grace Moore, Martinelli and Carlo | Don Cope. 
Morelli. Laszlo Halasz, cogductor of | Mike Connolly. 
! 


Humphrey Doulena 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
| Lyn Farnol. 
Katharine Hepburn. 
Hugh Herbert. 

W. J. Hutchinson. 
Helen Jepson. 
Therese Lewis. 
Ruth Matteson 
Brewster Morgan. 
Lily Pons. 

Mrs. Otto Preminger. 


the St. Louis Grand Opera Company 
(winter season), will handle the 
baton. Chorus and scenery are be- 
ing shipped from St. Louis. 


Deanna Owed $10,000 
In N.Y. Bankruptcy 


Milton J. Oppenheimer, salesman Rosalind Russell. 
employed by Smithken & Kleinman. Al Schneider. 
‘filed a voluntary petition of bank- Martha Scott. 
ruptcy in N. Y. federal court Thurs- Al Thomas. 


day (29), listing $30,000 in liabilities 
and $20,400 in assets . 

| Among creditors Edna Mae 
| (Deanna) Durbin, who is owed $10.- 


Charles Vanda. 


is 


| N.Y. to L.A. 


000. Of this amount, $5.000 is owed | 
on an advertising contract and | Mr. and Mrs. Harry Carey. 
| $5,000 more on an endorsement on | William Gargan. 


Alfred Hitchcock. 
Catherine Johnson. 
June Johnson. 
Larry Krasner. 
Harry Maizlich. 
Grace Moore. 
Aubrey Wood. 


SAILINGS 


notes executed by the company of 
| which the bankrupt was an officer. 
|The name of this company is not 
| given. 


SELZNICK REPS BERNSTEIN 

Henri Bernstein, French play- 
| wright, has turned all his American 
| business affairs over to Myron Selz« 
nick. 


Sept. 6 (New York to Rio de Jan- 
| Selznick, currently in New York. eirc) Cinda Glenn (Uruguay) 
shoves off for the Coast about Sept. Aug. 29 (Los Angeles to New 
45, York) Eddie Canter (Manhatian). 
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‘LOST FRENCH TURN UP 





March of Time’s New Sound Track 
witched Pro-Nazi Propaganda Pix 
To Anti-Nazi; Reich Embassy Beefs 





Minor international tempest created 
last week by German Embassy 
charges that March of Time is using 
footage pirated from UFA in ‘Ram- 
parts We Watch’ has only been 
stirred up farther by producer Louis 
de Rochemont’s revelation of the 
source of the film, Celiuloid, from 
the feature ‘Baptism of Fire,’ was 
turned over to MOT by the British 
government after having been seized 
from an Atlantic Clipper plane at 
Bermuda. 

Reich’s entire output of propa- 
ganda film is shipped to UFA in 
New York via the clippers. When 
weather and other conditions permit, 
the U. S.-operated flying boats skip 
the British contraband control sta- 
tion at Bermuda, Otherwise, on set- 
ting down there the German film, 
as well as any other German con- 
teaband, is taken off. Berlin just 
keeps sending prints of a film until 
a plane gets it through. 

Full title to ‘Baptism,’ de Roche- 
mont declared, was transferred to 
MOT by the British government 
through its alien property custodian 
at Bermuda. Confirmation of the 
title was 
Vilm Commissioner, John Grierson, 


at Ottawa, in time to permit the/! 


(Continued on page 25) 





‘American Way’ Film 


May Be Hastened By 
New U.S. Sentiment 


r 


fcan Way’ now appear better than 
@ver, Harry Goetz declared Thurs- 
day (29) on his return from the 
Coast for a two-week stay at his New 
York headquarters. Goetz and Max 


Gordon, who produced the legit ver- | 


sion of ‘Way.’ 
deal with RKO. 


*lans for 


have a distribution 


filming the play were 
postponed last fall when the foreign 
situation made it appear unlikely 
that the high production cost, which 
would necessarily be entailed, could 


be covered. Since then Goetz has 
been attempting to interest public. | 
spirited individuals and organizations 
to share in the production cost or 


sponsor exhibition of the picture be- 
cause of its patriotic nature. Backers 
of the legiter came in on the same 
basis, being told in advance there 


was little chance of getting their in- | 


vestment back. 

Goetz has not only succeeded in 
drumming up considerable interest, 
but has been greatly aided by the 
Patriotic fever which has been gen- 


erated in the U. S. since it embarked | 


on the preparedness program. 
felt that ‘Way’ might turn out profit- 


able as a straight business venture | 


8s result of current 
throughout the country. 


CLIPS FROM PICKFORD’S 
30 SILENTS FOR RELIEF 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
Marz Pickford is donating a fea- 
ture made up of excerpts from 30 of 
her silent pictures, to be released 


sentiment 


through United Artists for the ben- 


efit of the Canadian War Relief. 


Picture will carry a prolog and an 
epilog in color by Miss Pickford. 
Herb Sterne and Sonny Chalis are 
doing the editing. 





CHRISTIE’S COMMERICALS 

Al Christie, veteran director, has 
launched a commercial picture pro- 
ducing enterprise under the name of 
Embassy Pictures in New York. 

Both Warren Murray and J. C. 
Graham, directors, who have been 
with him for years, are in on 
Christie’s new projects, 


+ 





Day for Sullavan 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Laraine Day falls heir to several 





confirmed via Canada’s | 


Prospects of filmizing ‘The Amer- | 


It’s | 


stories on the Metro shelf, originally 
| bought for Margaret Sullavan when 
|she was a star on the Culver City 
| lot. 

| Yarns are being dusted off and re- 
| written for Miss Day, who recently 
|returned from a personal appearance 
with Walter Wagner's ‘Foreign Cor- 
| respondent’ in New York. She's fea- 
tured in the film. 


| 





REPORT C- 
PROBING UFA'S 
ACTIVITI 





Disclosure that a number of gov- 
ernment agencies, including the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation and 
representatives of the Dies commit- 
tee, are investigating activities of 
UFA in collaboration with the Non- 
Sectarian Anti-Nazi League, was 
made by a spokesman for the latter 
organization last week. He declared 
that sufficient evidence of illegal ac- 
tivity has discovered to force 
the curbing in a weeks of 
|UFA as a major distributor of Nazi 
| propaganda in the United States, 

UFA 
handling film made by 
|many, Tobis 
ducers, all of 
| Hitler control 





been 


couple 


is the American agency for 
UFA of Ger- 
Reich pro- 

subject to 
and turn out films 
of varying propaganda. 
| It is shipped to a dozen theatres 
throughout the United States, seven 
in the metropolitan New York area, 
which play nothing but German pic- 
tures. UFA, 
Cig, a. Y 


and other 


whom are 


deg ees Of 


with offices in 
is incorporated in New 
York State. It was forced to regis- 
ter with the State Department in 
(Continued on page 21) 


Rooney's 1506 Yearly 
Bonuses Into Trust 


| Fund; Weekly Pay 16 
Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
New contract between Mickey 
|}Rooney and Metro calls for $1,000 
|weekly during the first year and a 
| graduated option up to $3,000 for the 


seventh year, plus bonuses of $25,- 
000 per picture. The pact was 
legally affirmed by the _ superior 
leourt and involves both Metro and 


| Loew's Inc. 
Minimum bonus guarantee is 


$50,- 


000 a year above Mickey’s regular 
salary. If he makes more than two 
pictures a year. each job calls for 
an extra $25.000 At his current 
rate, Rooney v p iown out 
$150,000 per al im aside from 
weekly pav envelope 

Under the court ruling, the $25,- 
000-per-picture b goes into a 


trust fund to be preserved 
reaches the age of 35, after 
l|his mother draws one-third 
| Mickey gets the residue 


which 
and 


. 9 ‘ bd b J 
Mamoulian’s ‘Rio 
Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
First assignment for Rouben Ma- 


moulion under his new term con- 
tract with 20th-Fox will be “They 
Met in Rio.’ new title for ‘Latin 


from Manhattan.” He recently fin- 


lished ‘The Californian.’ 


Cesar Romero the leading 


seis 


role in ‘Rio,’ which is tabbed a yarn 
about 
| South 


American showgirls touring 


America 


Radio | 


until he} 


o_O 


OHOWFOLK AWAIT 





Many of the Theatrical 
Prominents Accounted For 
in Unoccupied France 





SEVERAL EVACUEES 





(The writer, Variety's correspond- 
ent in Paris until the French capi- 
tal’s capture by the Nazis, describes 


station in Madrid, the effects of the 
huge Paris exodus upon French 
show business personalities.) 


By JOSEPH D. RAVOTTO 
Madrid, Aug. 22. 


For the most part, it was impossi- 
ble during the weeks following the 
German triumph to know where those 
connected with French show biz had 
sought refuge. Some were seen in 
Tours and Bordeaux before the 
Armistice, only to disappear once the 
German troops occupied these cities. 
Some were known to have crossed 


States. 
France with the broken and crushed 





into German hands as 


in the foregoing, from his present | 





Dies Claims ‘Undisputable’ Proof 
That TAC is Red; Absolves Tone, 


Rainer, Lederer Following Quiz 


SIGNAL TQ WORK 








into Spain enroute to the United) 
Others were somewhere in! 


French army, with still others falling | 
prisoners. | 


| Many simply remained behind in| 


| their homes despite the German ad- 
| vance, 

| Some anticipated the German en- 
'try into Paris by some weeks, like 
Irvin Marks, the American who re- 
turned to New York after 15 years’ 
residence in the French capital. 
Others, like playwrights Henri Bern- 
stein and Louis Verneuil; screen 
and stage actors Victor Francen, 
Louis Jouvet @nd Madeleine Ozeray; 

(Continued on page 23) 





‘Unemployment Aid 
More Profitable To 
Actor Than Pic Job 





who doesn’t care to 
let it be known that he is 66 had a 
one-date quickie picture job last 
week that cost him much more than 
he was paid for the camera appear- 


A legit actor 


ance. He got $25 from the Astoria, 
| L. I., studio, but the way he figured 


it he lost $41.25. He laughs it off 
in the telling and justifies himself by 
explaining that taking the film bit, 
|that of an historical character, he 
proved to the director that he is the 


only guy who can play that partic- 
| ular part. 


i 
His bookkeeping starts off with a 
|deduction of $2.50, which is the 
agent’s commission 
the job he will not receive $44, which 
is his monthly pension from the Fed- 


}on her 





Trenet ‘Nazi Victim’ 





Grapevine report is that 
Charles Trenet, French cafe 
singer and songwriter, is a vic- 
tim of the Nazi invasion 

Already known to a certain 
strata in America via his Co- 
lumbia disks, the William Mor- 
ris agency was all set to.bring 
him to America when war set 


in. The 23-year-old’ enter- 
tainer was touted a ‘find’ in 
France. 








GRACIE FIELDS 


MAY ALSO G0 
TO AUSSIE 


Detroit, Sept. 3. 

With three bands in her ‘guard of 
honor,’ 
tendance records for Windsor, Ont., 
current tour of Canada. 
More than 6,000 persons jammed the 
Windsor Arena, largest crowd in its 
history, at $1.10 for the lowest ad- 
mission. Proceeds of the benefit, 
held in threatening weather, 
the Canadian Navy League. 

It gives some idea of the pickings 
the British star—-who more than 20 
ago was honored by the late 
King George V for her work in keep- 
ing up the morale of the fighting 
forces in the World War—will glean 
on the benefit tour which takes her 
into 31 towns and cities of the Do- 
minion. 

Miss Fields, who quipped 
weather being ‘homelike,’ got a turn- 
out of all Windsor’s martial force, 
including those three bands from the 
Windsor Sea Cadets, the Essex Tank 
Regiment and the Second Batallion, 
Essex Scottish. 

The tour, on which she is accom- 
panied by Harry Parr Davies, song- 
writer, will take across Canada 
from Victoria to Halifax. With the 
money pouring in at her benefits she 
may carry it a little farther into the 
Empire with a junket across the 
Pacific to Australia. 


coe 1¢ 
goes tO 


yvears 


about 


her 


British Gov’t Would OK 


Because he took | 


eral social security fund. He also} 
had to forego the $15 State unem- | 


ployment dole. An expense was the 
payment of $4.50 to get into good 
standing with the Screen Actors 


Guild, necessary before he could 
take the picture job, and the total on 
the debit side thus was $66.25. the 
additicnal 25c being the deduction 
for social securit Credit ff $25 
therefore left him in the -d fo! 


$41.25 


‘COFFEE BEAN CONGA, 
SALUTE TO S. AMERICA 


Woody Herman band will broad- 
cast a special dance program via 
shortwave to South America to- 
night (Wednesday) from the Hotel 
New Yorker, N. Y. Pickup, which 
will be beamed southward by CBS, 
is in deference to the Pan-American 
Coffee Growers Assn., In convention 
at the hotel. 

An original 


jive tune has been 


dreamed up by Joe Bishop, of the 
band, and Don Ray, songwriter, for 
the broadcast, ttled ‘Coffee Bean 


| Conga.’ 


} 


|for anti-tetanus 


Niven’s Film for Howard 


As Worthy Propaganda. 


London, Sept. 3. 

Leslie Howard is cabling Samuel 
Goldwyn to ask release of David 
Niven to co-star with him in one 
picture, ‘Pimpernel Smith.’ If Gold- 
wyn releases Niven from contract 
that he work for no 
Other producer, it is understood the 


stipulation can 
ommand will allow 
to temporarily give up 
the 


British army c 
the player 
his regular duties, as 
be good propaganda 
Leslie Howard Productions Co 
as been formed to make 
ture from an original story by Wolf- 
gang Wilhelm. It will be released 
by Ango-American, which is also fi- 


film 


h the pic- 


nancially interested in the produc- 
tion. Shooting starts in Septem- 
1 . 
oer. 





Dix Accidentally Burned 


Hollywood, Sept. 3 
Richard Dix sustained powder 
burns on his left cheek and ear 
when a pistol was accidentally dis- 
charged near his face during the 
filming of ‘The Roundup’ at Para- 
mount. 


Actor ] 


rushed to a hospital 
injections 


was 


7 


Gracie Fields broke all at- | 





| Upon his visit to New York early 
last week, Congressman Martin Dies, 
(head of the committee investigating 
|un-Americanism, declared that he 
| has ‘undisputable’ evidence that the 
| Theatre Arts Committee has a direct 
connection with Moscow. It is in 
| the form of photostatic material. 
| TAC has been charged with being 
;}a Communistic front organization, 


bes it has denied. 


Dies interviewed _ several film 
| players in his suite at the Waldorf- 
| Astoria and three were cleared of 
charges that they were members of 
the Communist party, although so 
indentified by a Los Angeles grand 
jury. Those who appeared volun- 
tarily and were exonerated were 
Franchot Tone, Luise Rainer and 
'Francis Lederer. His opinion re- 
‘garding Lionel Stander, also named 
|on the Coast, was withheld. None of 
the legiters named in the Lambert- 
son charges appeared and all pre- 
viously had denied Red affiliation. 
Understood that Dies thought that 
Jone, Rainer and Lederer had con- 
{tributed to certain organizations 
| without knowledge that the groups 
were radical. 

Bert Lytell, president of Equity, 
also had a session with Dies. He 
stated his purpose was not to de- 


(Continued on page 21) 


LUBITSCH PIC DELAYE! 
BY DOUGLAS’ TIEUP 


Hollywood, Sept. 3 

Ernst Lubitsch’s first 
production for United Artists re- 
being held back until 
15, although the script ready for 
hooting and Merle Oberon, the 
co-star, is available 


Start of 


lease is 


femme at the 
moment. 

Delay is caused by Melvyn Doug- 
las, male topper, who is tied up 
with a job at Columbia. 


-_ —————————— 
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Exhibs Squawk at 


(Waring) Free Shows in N.Y. Area 


Chesterfield’s 


But Cig Co. Says It Hypos Pix Bi 





Exhib squawks on the free picture 
shows being presented by Chester- 
field in more than 100 theatres in the 
New York area brought the response 
from the ciggie company’s ad agency 
that the scheme is ‘helping theatre 
business.’ Martin H. Barrett, of the | 
Newell-Emmett agency, who han- 
dles the shows, declared that ‘they | 
are introducing new patrons to the | 
theatres.’ 


Exhibs who weren't fortunate 
enough to get their houses in on the 
gravy train are naturally the ones 
doing the beefing. No action has 
been taken, however, by any of the 
exhib organizations and apparently | 
none will be, inasmuch as many of | 
the leaders of these groups have | 
leased their houses to Chesterfield. | 
In addition to a flock of indies, the 
Century, Randforce, Brandt and Fa- 
bian circuits are participating in the 
Liggett & Myers advertising scheme. 

Barrett makes a deal with each 
house to take over its screen from 
one to three days. Instead of regu- 
lar features, theatre puts on continu- 
ous one-hour shows consisting of | 
two shorts made for Chesterfield by | 
March of Time’s industrial division | 
in regular MOT style. One, running | 
36 minutes, is a documentary called | 
‘Tobaccoland, U.S.A.’ It traces to- | 
bacco from the seed stage to cigaret. | 
Other, running 24 minutes, is labeled | 
‘Pleasuretime with Fred Waring.’ It | 
goes behind the scenes in Waring’s 
broadcasts for Chesterfields. | 

Free Admish for the Asking 

Admission to the theatre is by 
tickets distributed throughout its 
area by tobacco dealers. Each ducat 
is good for two persons and may be 
obtained merely for the asking. Ad- 
vertising and exploitation is put up 
in the territory and also furnished 
the theatre. 

Idea was tested in about 50 houses 
in North and South Carolina a 
couple months ago and brought to 
New York after the kinks were 
worked out. It will probably be ex- 
tended throughout the country. 

‘All attendance records have been 
broken wherever the Chesterfield 
show has played,’ Barrett declared, 
‘and it has helped attendance in op- 
position theatres. The great crowds 
that turn out are put in a picture- 
going mood and, as the show lasts 
only an hour, many take in shows 
at other theatres in the neighbor- 
hood. 

‘In addition, these showings have 
attracted patrons to the theatre who 
have never been inside the doors and 
the theatre managers have been de- 
lighted at the response to the shows 
and the many new patrons who be- 
come acquainted with their theatres.’ 

Exhibs at opposition theatres say 
it ain’t so, that their biz is damaged 
by the free comvetition. With Ches- 
terfield increasing the number of 
houses, however, most of them are 
in hopes that mebbe they’ll be able 
to get their mouths into the feedbag 
and are not beefing too loudly. 

Two theatres in the Times Square 
area have been included. Times, at 
42d and 8th avenue, ran the show 
Friday, Saturdav and Sunday (30- 
31-1). Pix. on 42d street is booked 
for Sept. 12 and 13. 





Dorothy Lamour’s La. 
Fiood Benefit Shows 


New Orleans, Sept. 3 
Dorothy Lamour will fly here 
Thursday (5) to headline show for 
benefit of Louisiana flood refugees 


at Saenger theatre same _ night. 
Paramount actress offered services 


to Governor Sam Jones of Louisiana 
over long distance telephone from 
Hollywood when she learned of 
plight of folks in her native state. 

Young Men’s Business club, which 
is sponsoring show, has planned 
round of fetes for her homecoming, 
first since becoming film star. 


Garnett Leads the Cheers 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
Tay Garnett closed a deal to direct 





‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ to be pro- 
duced by Richard Rowland at Gen- 
eral Service Studios for United Art- 
tists release. 


Filming’ starts when Garnett | 


washes up his current chore, ‘Seven | 
Sinners,’ at Universal. | 


3 : , < 
#3. ‘ i ix 


| garding the Buddy DeSylva two-pic- 





Roach Out of Blackout 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
Ha! Roach studio resumes produc- 
tion Oct. 1 with the start of ‘Topper 
Returns,’ to be directed by Roy Del | 
Ruth. 
Roland Young and Billie Burke 
head the cast. 


Par Well-Advanced 


On Its 1940-41 Films 
Says Freeman in N. Y. 


| 
Paramount is so far advanced with | 
its 1940-41 production schedule that | 
the company shortly will begin lin- | 
ing up its program for 1941-42, | 
Y. Frank Freeman, vice-president in| 
charge of production, stated in a/| 
press interview last Thursday (29) | 
before he planed for the Coast. He 
indicated that there are only four or 
five features on the 1940-41 program 
which are not in some stage of pro- 
duction work, leaving the decks 
clear to plan for the following season 
and augment its player lists. 
Freeman said that plans are now 
shaping for 1941-42, and that likely 
there will be around 36 features 
made, as in the present season. Re- 











ture deal, he said that DeSylva will 
go to the Coast in November and 
probably start actual shooting on the 
initial picture the first of next yéar. 





'It will be a Bob Hope starrer, he | 


said. 

Freeman stressed the long-range 
planning which Par is carrying on 
presently in its production setup. He 
pointed to the impressive group of 
features which the company has 
ready for release. 

When it was cited that costs of 
making features are going up despite 
utl economies, Freeman said that the 
additional revenue would have to 


come from the domestic market | 


without venturing appraisal as to 
how it could be obtained. He stated 
that Paramount was watching experi- 
ments with boosted prices. 


SANTLEY HAS AUTRY 
SUPER-OATER AT REP. 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Joseph Santley stays on at Re- 
public for his second directorial 
chore, ‘Melody Ranch,” the high-bud- 
get Gene Autry western, rolling 
Sept. 10 under the producership of 
Sol C. Siegel. 

Recently Santley washed up a di- 
rectorial job on the musical, ‘Melody 
and Moonlight,’ on the same lot. 











Roosevelt Moves Globe 
| Outfit to Culver City 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 





James 
Productions move this 
the Samuel Goldwyn 
RKO-Pathe lot, formerly known as 
Selznick,- International, in 
City. 

Globe opens offices today (Tues.) 
in the west end of the administra- 
tion building. First picture to be 
filmed is ‘Pot o’ Gold.’ 


week from 





Roosevelt and his Globe | 
studio to the | 


Culver | 


ROSTEN’S FINDINGS 
. 
| Conditions Secondary to Money Ele- 
Survey Shows 
Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Working conditions rather than 
salaries are uppermost with film ac- 
tors, according to a survey recently 
completed by Dr. Leo C. Rosten for 
|Motion Picture Research Project. 
Less than 10°, of those replying to 
questionnaire raised issue of coin. 
Chief interest split among those 
steadier employed is the elimination 
of inexperienced youngsters from 
studio casting offices, strict enforce- 
'ment of an eight-hour day and 48 





ment, 





| hours advance time to read scripts. 


More than half of the 309 actors 
replying to the quiz asked for more 
economic security, more regular 
work, regard for experience, better 
provision for employment contracts, 
notice of layoff periods as vacations 
and more time to prepare for Tre- 
hearsals and tests, 


Present agency setup drew little 
censure with some suggesting 
commish be cut to 5% or prevail at 
10% with agent functioning as both 
biz manager and press agent. 


WB AND B&K P 
RKO FOR ‘40-41 
407, AHEAD 


With closing of deals last week 
with Warner Bros. and Balaban & 
Katz, RKO sales are understood to 
be more than 40% ahead of the 
same time last year. Warner pact 
eovers 359 situations in 16 exchange 
districts, while B & K _ transaction 
involves 40 theatres in Chicago. 


Despite natural tendency to shout 
as loudly as possible at such a sig- 
nificant upturn as 40%, RKO has 
eurbed all publicity on it. This is said 
to be on two scores. First, because 
| revision of the sales force last spring 
| would cause odius comparisons he- 
tween the new and old film peddling 
| division of RKO, which prez George 
J. Schaefer wants to avoid and, sec- 
ond, with the Government consent 
decree negotiations ig progress, it is 
seen as better business not to flaunt 
the tilt in sales. 
| Heading the RKO sales depart- 
ment since the convention in May 
has been Andy Smith. He filled the 
post left vacant by the departure of 
Jules Levey last year. Duties were 
taken over in the interim by Ned 
Depinet, v.p. in charge of distribu- 
ition. Others who were either new- 
comers to RKO or upped at the time 
of the convention were Bob Mochrie, 
eastern division sales manager; Gus 
| J. Schaefer, northeast division man- 





ager; Charles Boasberg, eastern cen- | 


tral district manager, and Dave 
Prince, southeastern district man- 
ager. 


Mohawk’s Foreign Deal 


Mohawk Films, which purchased 
product held by bankrupt Grand Na- 
tional and Educational, has closed a 
deal with Amerigo Benefico of Va- 
|riety Film Distributors, 
| distribution of the pictures outside 
| the U. S. and Canada. 
| Formed by B. H. Mills and Jack 
Berkson to take over the GN and 


Educ pix, Mohawk has set deals for | 


handling of the films on a states 
| right basis in most territories in this 
| country. 





Forging ‘Weak Link’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
Ray Enright has the director as- 
signment on “The Weak Link,’ adap- 
tation of a Broadway stage play, at 
Warners. 
| Eddie Albert is assigned to the top 
role. 
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N. Y., for | 


a 


Accent on Biceps 





Dies committee.) 


Starr’. 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 


Physical ruggedness, stressing he-men, action and the great open 
spaces, is the dominating idea in the high-budget pictures at 20th-Fox 
this season. With a few musicals tossed in for contrast, the Westwood 
program accentuates the red corpuscle. 
is a tough guy in the blood stream and has nothing to do with the 


(Ed. note—A red corpuscle 


Beginning with ‘Brigham Young,’ the open-air cycle includes ‘The 
Californian,’ “Hudson’s Bay,’ ‘Chad Hanna,’ ‘Western Union,’ ‘Lucky 
Baldwin,’ ‘Down to the Sea in Ships,’ ‘Brooklyn Bridge’ and ‘Belle 











See Peace Between UA and Nathanson 
AS F. P Canadian Books in Product 





BETWEEN AIRPORTS 


Hitchcock’s Confabs in Between 
Changing Pianes 








Alfred Hitchcock paid two quickie 
visits to New York last week for a 
total of about three hours, all spent 
at LaGuardia _ airport. Director 
|stopped over en route to and from 
'Coast for preem of ‘Foreign Corre- 
spondent’ in Ottawa. 

He came in at noon Thursday (29), 
planing to Montreal and then train- 
ing to Ottawa. Arrived back in New 
York the following afternoon, leav- 
ing an hour later for the Coast. He 
met Walter Wanger and Joan Ben- 
nett in Ottawa. They returned to 
New York this week. 


Ex-Judge Manton Mess 


Involves Geo. Skouras 








charges on which Martin T. Manton, 
formerly senior judge of the U. S. 
Court of Appeals, was convicted a 
year ago and for which he is now 
serving a prison term, the Federal 
grand jury last Friday (30) handed 
up indictments for alleged irregular- 
ities in the sales of certain assets 
held in bankruptcy by the Fox Thea- 
tre Corp. and the William Fox Realty 
Co. These sales were approved by 
Judge Manton. Those indicted are 
George P. Skouras, who is charged 
with conspiring to bribe by having 
‘loaned’ Judge Manton $30,000 on 
Jan. 11, 1937, and Harvey B. Nevins, 
a real estate broker, who is alleged 
to have acted as go-between. 

During the Manton trial, presiding 
judge John C. Knox instructed John 
|T. Cahill, U. S. attorney, to investi- 
gate Manton’s activities in the Fox 
| Theatres receivership case. 
| As explained to the grand jury by 
|Matthew Correa, Cahill’s assistant, 
the William Fox Realty Co., a sub- 
|sidiary of Fox Theatres Corp., held 
a leasehold on the Academy of Music 
(N.Y.) property by contract with the 
Schinasi estate, owner. It is claimed 
| that Skouras’ ‘loan’ to Judge Man- 
ton enabled him to obtain the lease- 
hold and a certain interest in the 
| William Fox Realty Co. for the sum 
of $155,000. By terms cf the sale it 
is alleged that stockholders in the 
Fox company were deprived of an 
| asset which might have yielded a 
profit of $1,500,000 over the 20-vear 
| period of the lease. 

It is charged that Skouras sub- 
mitted the bid to Milton C. Weisman. 
| receiver for the Fox properties, and 
| that Manton approved the transfer. 





»- 


On Bribery Indictment 


As a repercussion of the bribery | 


Indictments also were handed to | 


Judge Francis C. Gaffey against the 
| Skouras Theatres Corp. and_ the 
| Ktima Corp., of which Skouras The- 
jatres Corp. is half owner. George 
| Skouras is a brother of Spyros and 
Charles Skouras, both of whom are 
operators of extensive theatre prop- 
erties, the former as president of 
National Theatres, Inc.. and the lat- 
ter as head of Fox-West Coast The- 
tres. Neither they nor any of their 
| theatre interests is involved in the 
transactions concerning the 
emy of Music. 

Both defendants pleaded not guilty 
to the indictments and were held for 
trial in bail of $2,500 each. 


Acad- 


‘BOLIVAR’ AS SPANISHER 


Hollywood, Sept. 3 
‘ Fortunio Bonavona, currently act- 
|ing in the Orson Welles picture. 
| ‘Citizen Kane,’ at RKO, is about to 
|}produce a Spanish-language feature 
based on the career of Simon Boli- 
| Var. 
The piciure will be filmed entirely 
in Mexico. Meanwhile, Metro and 
Warners are rushing to the line wiih 
English versions of Bolivar’s biog. 





| 





Montreal, Sept. 38. 

With ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
(UA) booked into Loew's here, re. 
ports current for some time past are 
| substantiated that Famous Players 
Canadian Corp. Nathanson chain 
including some 600 houses, has taken 
back United Artists franchise 
through Canada after lapse of about 
'three years. 

In some cases where UA had tie- 
ups with indie exhibs, arrangements 
| have been made to give former 
|franchise-holders part of the prod- 
uct. 

In Montreal, with F.P.-Can. op- 
|erating all the first runs except one 
;through Consolidated (Hirsch), Or- 
_pheum (Joe Lightstone) will be 
given 10 of about 25 United Artists 
films scheduled for coming season. 

Understood, however, that Fa- 
mous Players will have first choice 
of UA product so that Charlie Chap- 
lin’s ‘The Dictator’ and Korda’s 
‘Thief of Bagdad’ among others will 
most likely go to the F.P. houses. 

Independent first run here, 
Orpheum, is reportedly getting some 
F.P. will 
continue to get first choice of WB 
pictures. 

Deal between Famous Players and 
United Artists marks the end of 
an experiment which was costly to 
both outfits. FP. (Consolidated 
Theatres) had the UA _ franchise 
until about three years ago when 
N. L. Nathanson balked at 40% 
rental for UA pictures. United Art- 
ists then started to book away from 
the Famous Players chain, going into 
independent houses. 

With Nathanson controlling virtu- 
ally all the de luxers, with their 
enormously greater seating eapacity, 
trade circles here contend that some 
business was lost through spotting 
the films in smaller houses. Consid- 
erable number of United Artists 
films, it is claimed, could have stayed 
three or four weeks at the larger 
theatres and turned in greater reve- 
nue for both distribs and UA. Fa- 
mous Players obviously lost con- 
siderable revenue also during past 
few years with strong UA product 
going into opposition houses 

Comparatively recent deal where- 
by F.P. bought into United Amuse- 
ments and Confederation Theatres, 
the dominant nabe chains locally, 
and Pooling arrangements in other 
parts of Canada, apparently made 
arrangement between UA and F-P. 
imperative since sale of United Art- 
was thereby _ strictly 


| WB product also though 


4 


ists product 
limited. 


LUDWIG BACK INTO 


Minneapolis, Sept. 3 
L. J. Ludwig, former Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (Par) co-head, who re- 


signed to open a screen advertising 
agency here, is reentering the theatre 

d. He has acquired the State, 
Jamestown, N. D., from Bennie Ber- 
ger and will operate it with Par 
as a partner. 

He also will continue 
screen advertising business. 


with the 


Charges U Snooped On 
His ‘Private Affairs’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
‘Private Affairs,’ a University ple- 








|ture released last July, is the sub- 


iect of a title priority claim filed by 
Gilbert J. Heyfron, attorney and 
former film producer. 

Heyfron claims that he and Re- 
naud Hoffman produced a picture of 
that name in 1925 and released it 
‘hrough Producers Distribution 
Corp. Universal turned the protest 


‘over to its legal staff for study. 
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EXHIBS’ D.C 


~ STILL NO SOLUTION 


— 











Time does not seem to press heavily on the legal profession 
and for that reason it might be just as well that Thurman 
Arnold, head of the anti-trust division of the Department of 
Justice, shall take his time about finally approving the terms of 
the consent decree ending the film anti-trust suit against 
Loew's, Paramount, Warner Bros., RIKO and 20th-Fox. 


The suit was filed more than two vears ago; the consent 
decree discussions have extended over a three-month period. 
Now, that a basis of settlement has been reached between the 
government and the five theatre-owning defendants, strong 


Opposition to its terms and conditions is developing, not within | 
the producer-distributor ranks, but among independent theatre. 


owners and operators. 

The independent theatre man and his complaints to the Gov- 
ernment against alleged monopolistic practices of the major film 
companies were the cause for the suit in the beginning. Now 
it is the complaining witnesses, instead of the alleged violators, 
who are protesting against the verdict. A consent decree is an 
assent of violations and a promise to refrain in the future. Ex- 


hibitors are contending that the Government, in its determina- | 


tion to stamp out blockbooking and blind selling, and in its 


eagerness to set up industry arbitration over such matters as | 


over-buying and clearance, has erred on the side of too stringent 
reliet, 

Arnold and his Government attorneys were pointed to a 
course of creating a good deal of industry dissatisfaction once 
they agreed to draft a consent decree which would serve also 
as a trade practice code. In attempting to satisfy everyone, 
they have satished no one, including most of the Government 
staff that had worked for more than three years digging into 
the facts of alleged monopoly. 


With so much time already consumed by the suit, little would 
be lost on either side if Arnold would weigh thoroughly the 
¢omplaints against the decree. 

The proposed new selling schemes of previewing fhims before 
offering them for exhibition license, and limiting their sales to 
groups of five, is an experiment that is not sustained by any 
previous industry experience. 

There is a tendency to push through the consent decree on 

he theory that it is binding only for a three-year period, if the 
Ri ernment at the end of that time desires to proceed with the 
trial. 


a 


A ceutury of events may happen in the next three years. 


Right now is a good time to plug up the bad holes in the 
gonsent decree. 


Cohns Columbia 
Salaries Will Be — 


Voted on Sept. 18 


ISCHINE AND U. DENY 
~~ ANTLTRUST CHARGES 


Gloversville. N. Y sept 3 
Schine Chain Theatres, Inc of 
Gloversville, Universa filed 


and 
answers in Federal court at Buffal 


Friday (30) denying Government 
| charges they violated the Sherman 
as ee |} anti-trust act. The five-state Schine 
| chain, which the U. S. states H 


complaint consists of 
companies, 


gaged in interstate commerce, or that 


offi- 
week clarified how the pro- 
posed profit-sharing arrangement for 


Columbia Pictures financial Six operating 


, ’ > ; t i? < ne- 
clals last genieq tnat it was € 


it in any way attempted to coerce 
Harry Cohn and Jack Cohn will independent theatre ov < 
work out if approved at the annual | fort to obtain a monopo 
‘ t 1 ’ . ect ) writ | e } 
meeting of stockholders, Sept. 18. In- | M&CUon wit 
} : : ciasSs hin 
Creases in salary would be depend- U 
nive Ait 1@ ead cna > 

@°* entirely on substantial net profits’ gaye the Schine ch: a prefer 
snown by the corporation, it was. of films over other picture house 
claimed The Governme e} 

The pacts, to be voted on by junction p S ( 
Shareholders, provide that Harry | from obt ) é 


Cohn may have his old salary (prior asking the Federal co 
to October, 1939) of $3,500 per week | range 
and Jack Cohn’s to his 
previous peak of $2,500 weekly—all 
out of the profit-sharing arrange- | 200 theatres ii 
ment of 12% for Harry Cohn and 6% | Kentucky, Delaware 
for the latter, computed after pay- =i 


ment of the preferred divvy. If ° 
Haight to Metro 


restored smaller companies 


The Schine circuit 


profits warrant disbursements creat- | 
ing such salaries, there will be ap- 
proximately $1.18 per share left for 


common stockholders after paying Hollywood, Sepi. 3 

the preferred dividend. George Haight shifts from RKO 
Company Officials claimed that to Metro as a producer Oct. 1, fol- 

salaries of $2,500 for Harry Cohn | lowing his return from a New York 


and $1,500 for Jack Cohn are virtu- 
ally the stipends they have been re- 
Ceiving during the past year after 
Eiving effect to the voluntary cut of 


32'5% of 1939, 


vacation. His last job at RKO, 
| where he had worked for two years, 
was ‘Lucky Partners.’ 
Haight was with Samuel 
to RKO. 


Goldwyn 


| before moving 
‘ 


& 
+ 





ARNOLD HEARING 


ALL DISSENTERS 


-_———---- 


Justice Dept. Trust-Buster 
| Reviews Squawks in Wash- 


of Five’ Under Proposed 
Consent 


—_—_— — 


BIG TURNOUT 





By JOHN C. FLINN 
Washington, Sept. 3. 

Exhibitor leaders from all sections 
of the country appeared today 
(Tues.) before Thurman W. Arnold, 
chief of the anti-trust division of the 
Department of Justice and registered 
their emphatic objections to the pro- 
| posed consent decree which Govern- 
ment attorneys and major film com- 


pany lawyers have drafted as a wind- | 


up of the Government's film anti-| 
i trust suit. 
| The conviction maintained here, | 


that the anti-monopoly suit was a 
favor to the operators of motion pic- 
ture theatres, was completely dis- 
pelled in the course of eight hours of 
debate over the terms 


almost unanimous exhibitor objec- 
tion voiced against the five-picture 
sales package, as opposed to block- 
booking with liberal cancellation 
clause up to 25%. 

Seating capacity of Arnold's office 
was taxed to the limit when he 
opened the doors this morning to the 
objectors to the consent decree, most 
of whom had come from distant cit- 
io voice compiaint. It ap 
parent that no progress could be 
made by a town meeting process, so 
objectors were divided into their 
particular trade groups, and Arnold 
took them on one at a time 

Indies, MPTOA, et Al, 

He started with Harry Brandt and 
a committee of independent Manhat- 
tan theatre owners, followed by Ed 
Kuykendall and the MPTOA execu- 
tive committee, consisting of Fred 
Wehrenberg, Max Cohen and Judge 
Walker of Texas. Later in the day 
Abram Myers of the Allied States 
group put in his objections Indi- 
arguments against the sales 
of the decree were made 
Robert Wilby (& Kincey) 
representing Paramount southeastern 
|} theatre partners; Robert White, of 


1es 


vidual 
provisions 
also by 


the Pacific Coast Conference of In- 
dependent Theatres; and Mrs. W. T 
Bannerman, representing a_ hefty 
group of public organizations, in- 
cluding the National Committee for 
Legislation to Abolish Blockbooking 
d Blind Selling. 
Arnold's procedure is to hear ail 
( to the proposed decree and 
fter co: rence with his own assist- 
ints he will decide whether to rec- 


d acceptance of the decree by 


attornev-general, In any event, 

A d told dissenting exhibitors, he 
encourage any who disagree 

the provisions of the decree to 


appear before Judge Henry W. God 
N. Y.) and give the co 


J licé le nit 
( f pacifie ¢ 
1 ) 
} é I ) 
( € coul \ 
lere ( ‘ j 
1 and = dissent 
e { ecatre operators are voic- 
ing th disapproval of the con- 
templatec ttlement by consent de- 
cree oO e Governments anti-trust 
t agall the major film com- 
pani 


For nearly three months attorneys 
» anti-trust division and coun- 


for the picture concerns have 
been negotiating a settlement of the 
ction, which was filed in New York 
in June, 1938. Trial of the suit ac- 


tually started and continued for three 
days, when, on petition of the liti- 
gants that they were agreed to a 


basis of settlement, court adjourned 
until fall. Government and the de- 


aa atl. 


j (Continued on page 54) 


of the con-| 
sent decree, during which there was, 


ington — Exhib Leaders | 
Dissatished With ‘Blocks 


| 


| past 


|} Campaign 
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Distrihs Point to Quality Array 
Of Current and Due Pix to Refute 
There Are Insufficient Good Films’ 





Not Personal 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 


Sam Goldwyn’s antagonism to 
double-features doesn’t apply on 
home grounds. Other night he 
had friends over to his house 
where he had projected ‘Boys 
From Syracuse’ and ‘When Dal- 
tons Rode.’ 

Running time, 2 hours and 34 
minutes. 


FRANK WALKER 
2D FILM MAN 
ASP. G. 


Frank C. Walker, a leading execu- 
tive in motion picture affairs for the 
decade, will 
Farley in the office of Postmaster 
General. President Roosevelt on 
Sunday (1) announced his intention 
of sending Walker’s name to the 
Senate for ratification. 

One of the earliest and most ac- 
tive supporters of the nomination 
drive in behalf of President Roose- 
velit. Walker has 
ment to high Government posts re- 
peatedly, although he did serve as 
close adviser to the Presdent in 1933- 
34 as chairman of the National 
Emergency Council. During the 1932 
he was treasurer of the 
Democratic party. 














That there ‘an insufficient 


number of good films’—the principal 
reason given in Variety’s recent na- 
tionwide poll posing the question, 
‘Why don’t you go to the movies?’— 
is refuted by distribution execs with 
lists of films recently released or to 


be released. They maintain that the 
American public scarcely realizes 
how many really good pictures Hol- 
lywood turns out—and doesn’t al- 
ways support those on which most 
effort has been expended to appeal 
to particular tastes. 

Careful scrutiny of booking charts 
by one distrib head revealed ap- 
proximately 100 pictures of acknowl- 
edged value in various categories re- 
eased over a six-month period. ‘That 
means,’ he declared, ‘that there are 
approximately four good pictures a 
week turned out. Allowing for the 
fact that not everyone likes the same 
type of film, there is without a doubt 
an average of at least one picture a 
week to suit anyone’s taste. Of 
course, these preferred films are oc- 
casionally bunched, leaving periods 


are 


— 


| when there is nothing you particu- 


succeed James A. | 


larly like, but that is unavoidable in 
view of variance of taste.’ 

‘During 
running 


the period VaArterY was 
its poll,’ another salesman- 


ager pointed out, ‘there were two 
'films on Broadway with enough 
strength to run four weeks, and a 


| number of others 


refused appoint- | 


Through his important connection 


as head of the Comerford circuit of 
theatres, rather than because of his 
political connections, Walker has 
been highly regarded in the film 
industry. He succeeded to the presi- 
dency of the theatre circuit several 
years ago upon the death of M. E. 
Comerford, his uncle. Previously he 
had been general counsel, 

He was born in Plymouth, Pa., but 
was raised in the far west. He was 
graduated from Gonzaga University, 
Spokane, and from Notre Dame Uni- 
versity After 
Butte, and 
there, he came east in 1924. 

Walker has been’ prominently 
identified with various industry 
charity drives, serving as 

mentioned fre- 
ible successor to 
the National 


torney in 


usually 
He was 


the po 


treasure! 

quently as 
Farley as chairman of 
Committee, 
econd film man to hold 
Postmaster-General. Will 
stepped from that post in 
president of the Mo- 
ture Producers and Distribu- 
America, Inc 


Democratic 

He is the 
office of 
H. Hays 
1922 to become 
tion Pic 


tors of 


Lois Andrews Replaced 
In George Jessel Unit 


W it! if CG torr riv of 
} e 1 no a! Dixon, re 
p ing Lois Andi M Jessel) 
t} trained last 
here it opens a 
personal appearance tou Friday (6) 
at the Missouri theatre. 
Others in the Jesse] 
Isabel Je 


Rock 


include 
Lya Lys 


unit 
Parker, 


Hudson. 


vell. Jean 


and elle 


Fact-Digging Femmes 
Sent. 3 


Hollywood 


New fact-finding outfit tesearch 
Unl nited has been organized by 
tl f es Diana Marsh, Bernice 


Benne: and Nan Burrough ’ tor- 
merely with the Walt Disney studios 

Company material, 
historical] for film 


specializes in 
and modern, 


stories 


| gross 


which played two 
weeks or more. It takes a high-class 
film to do that. I don’t understand 
why potential audiences should come 
plain about a lack of good pictures— 
although they’ve been doing it since 
nickelodeon days—in the face of 
what we are offering.’ 
4-Weekers on B’way 

Pictures referred to are ‘Pride and 
Prejudice,” which is concluding its 
fourth session at the Radio City 
Music Hall this week with a total 
in excess of $375,000, and ‘Sea 
Hawk’ at the Strand. Latter film has 
given the house four of the best sume 
mer weeks under its present policy, 
although the draw of Phil Spitalny’s 


| all-girl band on the stage is not to be 


. | 
serving as district at- | 
n law practice | 


| 
| 


discounted. Other celluloid strength 
was being shown on Broadway at the 
same time by ‘I Love You Again’ at 
the Capitol, ‘Great McGinty’ at the 


(Continued on page 21) 


20TH PUSHES 10 
BIG DECREE 
BACKLOG 


Hollywood, Sent. 3. 


Plan to stabilize production and 
elin " é Y } in low is 
} r y ed } b »() } ne 
oni ex hear i b ( t. 
Ker J Ih M. Sel ck a Her- 
nan Wobber R t be a pro- 
duct nm e 10 p » a D n- 

1 backlog of pic n t ne 
ellir cond s expected 1 
consent ¢ ee term l le ood 
everal high-budget fil are being 
readied for an early start 

Last spring the studio adopted a 
program calling for six pictures in 
active work at all times, but the 


schedule was d by a short- 
age of top names and delays in story 


rupted 


preparation 
Biumberg Easts 
Hollywood Sept. 3. 
Nate Blumberg ends a hree- 
month stay at Universal] studio and 
heads east over the weekend. 


Matty Fox, east for a _ similar 
period, is due back next week 
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RCA’s Nine Different Sound Tracks | 
To Record Disney's ‘Fantasia’ 
ne wed | Slant-Eyed Sleuth 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Keye Luke starts his Oriental 
Both the pen-and-ink outfit and | sjeuthing Sept. 9 in a series of four 
RCA, which developed the record-| features to be produced by 
ing method in collaboration with | ge oot a4 pert pe a, me 

: e , vat cous } urrently Luke is working at Uni- 
Disney engineers, have been Ob-| versal in ‘The Green Hornet Strikes 
serving scrupulous secrecy on the Again.’ 
system, pending release of the pic- | 
ture. 

Bevy of soundtracks runs down 


e 
the side of the film in similar mane War Enlistment 
ner to the ordinary single-track 
system. However, it is understood, | 
Brings Back Gal 


Ushers to M'w kee 


usual 35 mm., which is one of the) 





v 


System being used by Waltz Dis- | 
ney for recording the music in ‘Fan-, 
tasia,” his forthcoming feature, em-_| 


ploys nine separate soundtracks. 





reasons why special projection | 
equipment is needed. Theatres will | 
have to be shuttered about a week 
prior to the ‘Fantasia’ engagement | 
for installation of the projector and 
amplifiers. Disney is having 12 of | 
the systems built. which will limit | 
to that number—for the present, at 
least—the theatres in which ‘Fan-| 
tasia’ can simultaneously play. 

The nine soundtracks. it is said, 


Milwaukee, Sept. 3. 

It had to come, of course, but few 

expected it would be this early that 
give unique fidelity to the tones of P d Po - 
the Philadelphia Orchestra, which | the rush of young men to army, navy | 
recorded the music for the cartoon/and aviation service would bring 
feature. Each choir of the orch— back usherettes to the theatre. It’s 
such as woodwinds, brass, tympani, ‘happening here, with the Fox Palace 


etc—was recorded on a_ separate | : 
track Maestro Leopold es saree the first house to establish what was 
then took these and synchronized the common practice in the first 


them as he wished. He was, for, World War days. 
instance, able to make the fine qual- 
ity of a single fiddle 10 times as : 
loud as the whole brass section, or extraction, or maybe because of it, 
an isolated flute top the entire 100- there has been such an unlooked for 
piece orchestra playing at full early rush of voluntary enlistments 
strength. |(they’re not waiting for the draft) 
Bell Labs’ Process that usher service has been seriously 
Development of the Disney sound , handicapped. Heretofore long wait- 
ic the center of a feud between RCA | ing lists of applicants have dwindled 
and the Bell Laboratories (which down to nothing; in fact, young man 
includes Western Electric). Bell Power is already scarce. 
has a svstem employing three sepa- Fox execs started recruiting of the 
rate soundtracks that was demon-|femme help this past week and are 
strated at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., dur-| building up a reserve they may draw 
ing the past winter. Critics and, upon for their various houses as 
the trade remarked not only on its needed. All gals must conform strict- 
great fidelity, but also on the vol-|ly to specifications, must all be at 
ume. which virtually knocked the|least high school graduates, all 18 
listeners out of their seats. RCA’s| years or over in age, all 5 feet 6 
system is said to even surpass that,inches in height, all 120 pounds 
of Bell. weight. Uniformity is required, not 
Another innovation in ‘Fantasia’ for regimentation, but to facilitate 
will be general use of a newly-de- Making and fitting of uniforms. 
veloped oil paint, giving the artists Lookers, of course, will get a break, 
entirely new fields and removing but this is not advertised as an essen- 
limitations of coloring used in the| tial requirement. 
past. In addition it will have one| What boys remain at the Palace 
live player—Deems Taylor—who|when the usherettes take over a 
will never actually be seen. Only couple of weeks hence will be trans- 
his shadow will appear on the ferred to other houses, so none will 
screen. lose jobs on account of the switch, 
There is no running plot through | and the same policy will be followed 
the feature. Instead, eight separate | out as it becomes necessary for other 
musical compositions recorded by | houses in the big chain to make the 
the Philly Orch wil! be cartooned in change to femme help. 
the manner Disney visualizes the! een 
story told by the composer in each of 
them. Giving continuity to the va- 


rious sections will be Taylor’s WB’s ‘Flowing Gold’ Beats 


shadow and commentary in the in- M G ‘ ? ? 
shadoe -G ‘Boom Town’ to B’way 


Disney flack department, which 
has been running in low gear, is 
expected to shift into high on.‘Fan- 
tasia’ with return from the Coast 
this week of Richard E. Condon, 
publicity head. He’s been west about 
a month conclaving with Disney | 
and other execs on the campaign 
for the highly unusual film, which, 
it is expected, will be released about 


“ih on Saturday (31) 
mid-November. Original plan _ to 5 Reta “so 
release no publicity or stills prior No Time for Comedy,’ also a WB 


, ; ¢ ..| pic, is going into the company’s 
ree ing scrapped, it pares “he 
= pal : odd is being scrapy Broadway flagship in place of ‘Gold. 
s l CTSLO ° 


B BK KAYOES TRIPLES sstisczen temo Co 
FOR DUALING IN CHI 


In spite of this 
town’s large population of foreign 


Last-minute switch took Warner 
Bros.’ ‘Flowing Gold’ out of the 
Strand. N. Y., where it had been 
advertised for the past two weeks. 
and deposited it at the indie Globe. 
It was billed to follow ‘Sea Hawk’ 
into the Strand this Friday (6), but 
opened at the Brandt house instead 


is set to open at the opposition Capi- 
tol tomorrow (Thursday). 30th 
‘Boom Town’ and ‘Flowing Gold’ deal 
with oil, and it was felt by the WB 


management that ‘Gold.’ with John 
Garfield, Pat O’Brien and Frances | 
Chicago, Sept. 3. Farmer, could hardly compete 


After building up steadily to dou- against ‘Boom Town's’ quintet of top 
ble features and triples, the break- mames—Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy, 
ing point has at least been reached Claudette Colbert, Hedy Lamarr and | 
and there is a trend in the opposite Frank Morgan. 
direction with Balaban & Katz sud-| ‘No Time for Comedy’ will give 
denly deciding to eliminate its triple the Strand Rosalind Russell, James 
policy at the northside Belmont and Stewart, Charley Ruggles and Gene- 
return to the relatively conserva- Vieve Tobin in a former successful 
tive twin-bill policy. B. & K. will Broadway legiter. 
revert to doubles in the Belmont on 
Sept. 13. 

John® Balaban has taken personal 
cognizance of the situation and in| Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
chasing the triples out of his theatres| Jupiter Films, Inc., new outfit 
insists that tripling was forced upon | headed by Irving Applebaum. starts | 
his circuit by competitive theatres. its first picture, ‘30 Boys and a Girl,’ 

The competitive houses, on their | at the Talisman studio this week for | 
side, insist that they were obliged to | Monogram: release. 
use triples to offset the highly pro-| Applebaum produces and directs 
tected double features used by the the film, which features St. Bren- 
prior run B. & K, houses. | dan’s Choir. 





Jupiter Kicks Off 


| ness 


| death 
‘either count. 
‘Scheer said he would ask the ex- 


306 Sues 2 B’klyn Houses 
For Reinstatement of Ops 


Joseph D. Basson, as president of 
Local 306 of the IATSE, together 
with Abraham Sluder, Renold Mor- 
reale, Ernest Morreale, Morris Holz- 
man, Frank A. Fertitta and 
Timmerman, filed a N. Y. supreme 
yesterday (Tues.) for 


court suit 


John | 








Gurie, O'Neil Set 


breach of contract against N. & R. | 


Theatres, Inc., Louis Nelson, Irving | 
Renner, Parkshire Ridge Amuse. ' 
Corp., Samuel and Solomon Straus- | 


Photo Amus. Corp., Metsun Amus, 
Corp. and Frank and Fay Gelber. 

The plaintiffs claim that the de- 
fendants are all members of the 


} ITOA, which on Jan. 30, 1937, signed 


a contract with 306 guaranteeing to | 
employ only 306 men. In case an 
owner disposed of his theatre, he was | 
to make sure the future owner Car- | 
ried out the contract. It is claimed | 
that two theatres, the Metro and 
Sun, both in Brooklyn, were dis- 
posed by some of the defendants and 
acquired by others, and that 306 men 
who were employed at the theatres 
were let out. 

An injunction against the employ- 
ment of any but 306 men, damages. 
and the salaries of the discharged 
men from June 22, 1940, when they 
were let out, as well as their rein- 
statement, is sought. 


Only Hope to Save Pix 
Biz Lies With Exhibs, 
Says Spyros Skouras 


Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 
Picture industry faces a crisis that | 








Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
Sigrid Gurie and Barbara O'Neil 


) get lead roles in ‘Streets of Cairo’ | 
ran berg, Williamsburg Photoplays Corp., which starts at Universal this week- | 


end, 


Joseph G. Sanford is producing the | 


mystery meller with Leslie Kardos 


directing. 


New N.Y. Newsreel 





Theatre to Debut 


Soon; Other Bldg. 


New York’s latest newsreel opera- 
tion, the Airlines News theatre, is 
being pushed to completion so rap- 
idly that opening date has been ten- 
tatively set for Sept. 26. Theatre is 
housed in the new Airlines Terminal 
building on East 42d street opposite 
Grand Central R. R. terminal. House 
will be operated by the same group 
which runs the Grand Central News- 
reel theatre. -David Dubin, manager 
of G. C., will be managing director 
for both theatres. 


Airlines, News theatre will 





have 


only exhibition can stave off, Spyros | 528 seats and same scale as the G. C. 


Skouras, president of National Thea- 


tres, told the annual Fox-West Coast 
managerial] convention here. Skouras, 
here from New York to launch the 
fifth annual National Theatres busi- 


drive, said that conditions, if 


permitted to continue, would para- | 


lyze the industry, but that proper ap- 
proach to exhibition problems during 
the next six months could prevent 
such collapse. 

National Theatres prexy 
upon the entire exhibition world to 
enlist for preparedness, holding that 


the future of motion pictures, par- | 
made 


ticularly exhibition, must be 
more secure, and every possible step 
taken to prevent a total collapse. A 
few of the avenues suggested by 
Skouras were higher admissions and 
extended playing time for all worth- 


while pictures. The public, he 
stressed, would lend its aid in such 
a movement. 

‘We, as exhibitors, have an out- 


standing responsibility,’ Skouras told 
the F-WC managers. ‘We must make 
our theatres 100% for national de- 
fense. They are American institu- 
tions, intended for an American in- 


| dustry. From now on every person 
within the industry must play his 
part. 

‘We cannot live on past laurels. 


We must prepare ourselves to meet 
any crisis. Admissions must go up 
and we must give meritorious pic- 
tures every possible day of playing 
time. This is the only way we can 
escape destruction. 

‘Let us have an American back- 
ground. This business belongs to us: 
let us keep up to the times so as not 
to be thrown out of it.’ 

Skouras painted a rosy picture of 
the National Theatres financial struc- 
ture, stating that company has a 
$6,000,000 cash balance, placing it in 
a most advantageous position to 
carry on its work during the ensuing 
year 

Fifth National Theatres drive con- 


tinues through Dec. 28. Competing 
divisions will again be Milwaukee. 
Kansas City, Denver, Seattle, San 


Francisco and Los Angeles. 


Ist Degree Indictments 
For Megr.’s Murderers 


South Bend, Ind., Sept, 3 
First degree murder indictments 
were filed last week in St. Joseph 


Circuit Court against Richard Klo- 


wetter, 24, Niles, Mich., and Mervin 
Cagle, 21, Palmyra, Ill, held in con- 


| nection with the hitch-hike robbery- 


slaving of Walter Ebeling, 3l-year- 
old manager of the Garden in York- 
ville section of New York City. 
indictments, each containing two 
counts, were returned by a special 
session of the grand jury. 

The youths are liable to the 
penalty if found guilty on 
Prosecutor Arthur F. 


called | 


The | 


Newsreel. 





Hellman’s Drive-In 

| Albany, N. Y., Sept. 3. 
Albany area will have its second 
drive-in theatre when Harry Hell- 
man and his son, Neil, open one next 
spring on Albany-Saratoga road 
'north of Latham (about five miles 
from Albany and within easy reach 
of Troy and Schenectady). They 
have taken a long-term lease on 10 
acres of ground. Neil Hellman will 
manage. Space will be provided for 
600 automobiles, spot ready for op- 
eration April 1. 

The Hellmans now run the Para- 
mount and Roval, Albany, and the 
Palace, Troy, all subsequent runs. 

New House in Virginia 
Lynchburg, Sept. 3. 

Hunter Perry, president of Domin- 
ion Theatres, has announced work is 
to start within 30 days on 600-seater 
in Hilton Village, suburban section 
of Newport News, Va. 

Plans for the modernistie house are 
nearing completion and bids will be 
taken within a few days. 


L. & J. Open Another 
Atlanta, Sept. 3. 
Lucas & Jenkins, Inc. Friday 
(Aug. 30) unveiled its de luxe Gor- 
don with appropriate dedication 
ceremonies participated in by promi- 
nent West End dignitaries, in which 


this 1,200-seater is located. Talks 
were also made by Arthur Lucas, 
prez of L&J; William K. Jenkins, 


outfit’s secretary-treasurer, and Ray 
Jett, L&J’s nabe city mer. 

Gordon is first of group of new 
nabe houses to be cpened in Atlanta 
suburbs by L&J, who own and op- 
erate some 50 houses throughout 
Georgia. They have under construc- 


tion at present 1.000-seat Euclid, on | 
'facturer of the beverage, he was en- 


Euclid avenue, Little Five Points 
sector; 850-seat Dearborn, on East 
Lake drive, and State, 500-seater on 
Capitol avenue. 

In addition, L&J is remodeling its 
DeKalb, in Decatur, boosting seating 
capacity from 500 to 850 seats. While 
DeKalb is being rebuiit. L&J is serv- 


ing its patrons in Decatur City Aude. | 





¢ 


Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Sept. 3. 


cartoon producer at Metro. 

| Universal handed Shemp Howard 

a player ticket. 
20th-Fox picked up 

ling’s actor option. 


Robert Ster- 


Hugh Harman drew a renewal as! 


Ralph Spence inked a writer deal | 


at Metro. 


Roger Moore's 
| hoisted by Metro. 


| RKO signed James Ellison to one- 


player option 


‘treme sentence. ‘year contract. 


| years, 


Kaimann Beefs to Warners That Film 
Nabe in St. Louis Violates His Deal 


+ 





St. Louis, Sept. 3. 

Charging that Warner Bros. vio- 
lated its contract by permitting the 
| screening of films in the Rio, a St. 
|Louis Amusement Co. (Fanchon & 
| Marco) de luxe nabe, before they 
were available for his chain in the 
same part of town, Clarence H. Kai- 
|; mann, vet exhib, has notified Grad. 
well L. Sears, general sales manager, 
that he has cancelled bookings for 
‘his entire circuit of those pix that 
are allowed to play at the Rio not in 
_strict compliance with his contract. 

Kaimann’s registered letter to 
Sears states, ‘Having contracts with 
your company, we would like to be 
informed just what we can expect 
from you regarding the fulfilling 
of the contractual obligations. For 
your becoming better acquainted 
with the question, a brief history fo}- 
lows: For many years, our relations 
with your company have been very 
happy, and I hope you have found 
it to be mutual. We have had a run 
of films on an arrangement that has 
been in practice for many, many 
but since the erection of 
the Rio Theatre in our locality, 
the product has been furnished 
to them prior to our showing 
under the pretext of their operating 


,a strictly week-run de luxe policy, 


with the same established admission 
prices and date of availability gs in 
effect in the other seven-day houses 
of the St. Louis Amusement Co.: 
however, the Rio abandoned this 
policy quite some time ago, charging 
a lesser admission and playing pic- 
tures without regard to availability, 
Koplar’s House 

The Rio was built by Nat Koplar 
and Dr. J. G. Probstein and entered 
into a booking pact with the St. 
Louis Amusement Co. 

Recently Kaimann merged his 
chain of 12 nabes located in North 
St. Louis with those of Fred Wehren- 
berg, prez of MPTOA of Eastern 
Missouri and Southern Illinois, in 
the Greater Independent Circuit for 
the purpose of obtaining better book- 
ing arrangements for the 25 houses. 
Other indie talker houses have been 
invited to join. Film row observers 
Saw in the merger the girding of the 
indies to battle with Fanchon & 
Marco, which operates the Amuse- 
ment Co.’s string of nabes under a 
contract, for supremacy in the nabe 
field here and in St. Louis County. 

Several weeks ago Wehrenberg, 
representing a group of indie op- 
erators, failed in an effort to curtail 
triple feature programs in a pow- 
wow with Harry C. Arthur, Jr.. v-p. 
and gen. mgr. of F&M’s interests 
here. Threats of a buyers’ strike by 
the indies were made when it be- 
came known that Arthur demanded 
that all giveaways be stopped imme- 
diately before he would agree to any 
proposal by the indies. 

Kaimann received a letter from 
Sears Saturday (31) in which the 
WB prexy said the complaint had 
been sent to the St. Louis branch 
office for investigation and instruc- 
tions to report to the New York 
headquarters. 


NOW IT’S FREE ROOT 
BEER AS GIVEAWAY 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2 
Free root beer is the latest thea- 
tre giveaway here. Cyril Lebdoff, 
Homewood manager, introduced it. 
Through a tieup with a local manu- 





abled to distribute a coupon good for 
a six-bottle carton to every person 
purchasing two 1ISe admission tickets 
to his theatre. 

Names of dealers who will redeem 
coupons are flashed on screen anc 
listed on advertising dodger. 

Interstate Book Nights 
Dallas, Sept. 3. 

Interstate Circuit, Inc., is working 
a new distribution on sets of en- 
cylopedia. Called ‘Enclyelo-Nights.’ 
the sets are sold to the customers at 
nominal prices, one volume ai a time. 

The stunt is being worked in 18 
locations over the circuit although 
the Dallas houses have not been de- 
termined. 


Ford’s ‘Rogue Male’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
John Ford gets the directing job 
on ‘Rogue Male,’ based on the Geolf- 
rey Household novel, at 20th-Fox 
Filming starts in January. with 
Kenneth Macgowan as associate pro- 
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Over Over $1,000,000 Dividends to S-I 
Partners: Selznick Won't Join M-G 





More than $1,000,000 was vot«d to 
the stockholders of Selznick-Interna- 
tional last week as the first dividend 
resulting from the decision to dis- 
solve the company. Part of the huge 
sum will be sent out in cash and the 
rest in Technicolor stock. Further 
payments will be made during the 
next couple of years. 

Dividend, it was learned, came as 
pure gravy to the stockholders, who, 
prior to it, had already received back 
their entire investment, plus interest 
of 24%, over a four-year period. 
Exact amount of last week’s dividend 
has not yet been ascertained beyond 
the fact that 
$1,000,000 and $1,500,000, depending 
on certain assets available. 

General impression in the industry 
that Selznick-International is having 
its first financially successful year 
currently, as result of the huge 
profits on ‘Rebecca’ and ‘Gone with 
the Wind,’ is false, according to an 
authoritative source. Company made 
money on ‘Little Lord Fountleroy,’ 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ and ‘A Star Is 
Born.’ In fact, each of them netted 
more than ‘Rebecca,’ due to the 
present foreign situation. S-I got an 
even break out of ‘Tom Sawyer’ and 
‘Nothing Sacred,’ it was said, while 
red-inkers during the company’s his- 
tory were ‘Intermezzo’ and ‘Garden 
of Allah.’ 

Not Only Whitney’s Idea 

Source close to David O. Selznick 
declared the producer resents the 
general impression that S-I was dis- 
solved only because John Hay Whit- 
ney, chief backer, wanted to get out. 
Actually, it is said, Selznick himself 
felt that with the present foreign 
situation there was no point in going 
ahead and jeopardizing a successful 
investment. He recommended and 
was as much responsible as Whitney 
for the dissolution. 

Selznick, it was said, foresaw the 
drop in foreign markets and planned 
the dissolution more than a year ago. 
Among other things, he prepared for 
it by refusing to renew his studio 
lease and shedding all possible com- 
mitments. 

Producer, it was stated, has no 
plans whatsoever for joining Metro 


or any other company when his two- | 


picture commitment to United Ar- 
tists is filled. He has had three offers 
from majors to back him in produc- 
tion, but has given them no consid- 
eration as yet, feeling that world 
conditions are too uncertain to plan 
beyond the two UA pix, which will 
. ‘ep him busy until next summer, at 
east 


Mono Takes Extra Space 
To Offset N.Y. Influx 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Shift of Monogram’s home offices 
from New York to Hollywood re- 
sulted in an overflow on the Talis- 
man lot and caused the company to 
take over the greater part of the 
office and stage space at Ralph Like’s 
International studio. 

. Moving from Talisman to Interna- 
tional to make room for the ex- 
staffs from the east are the 
department and Pete Fried- 
hoff’s West Coast treasury outfit. It 
will take about 90 days to move all 
departments of the home office 
across the country. 


ecutive 


public itv 


Republic’s ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
For Judy Canova’s Next 


Republic has purchased 


; screen 
rights to ‘Sis Hopkins,’ 40-year-old 
legiter, as next vehicle for Judy 
Canova 


It's understood studio paid 
about $10,000 for the rights. Play, 
by Carroll, Fleming and Edward A. 
Kidder, was first produced in 1900 
and was popular in stock and straw- 
hats for the next 30 years. At one 
time it was converted into a musical 
with the Duncan Sisters and, in 1919, 


Samuel Goldwyn produced a silent 
film version 


Starred, 

‘Sis’ will be included in the ‘de- 
luxe’ or high-bracket production 
stoup by Rep. 


with Mabel Normand | 





it will be between | 


} 





|no advance for 





Whip and Quip 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

If the chestnut filly Bing 
Crosby recently bought at the 
Saratoga sale doesn't do any bet- 
ter than the rest of the crooner’s 
stable he stands to take a brisk 
ribbing from his pals, who oc- 
casionally buy a $2 show ticket 
on his critters as a sentimental 
gesture. 

But he’s asking for it. Equine 
has been monickered Madame 
La Zonga, after the lady who 
gives lessons. 











PAR MULLING 


JUKEBOX PIX 
PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Paramount will make shorts for 
slot-machines if theatre partners ap- 
prove. Contracts were drawn three 
weeks 
until theatre reaction on competitive 
status of jukebox briefies, 

Discussions between 
of Par and Sam Sax and Frank Or- 
satti of Phonovision call 
mdéunt to furnish complete service 
through shorts department at Long 
Island. Around 65% old 
shorts would be remade on 
|and remainder new product with 
music especially prepared for the 
juke circuit, Films would 
three-minute running time. 

Under tentative arrangement Par- 
amount gets cost guarantee from'| 
films shown in Phonovision machines 
and cut of profits. 
+ mann shorts, 


FIRST PAR ‘SUPERMAN’ 











Negotiations for the production of 
Superman cartoon shorts were com- 
pleted by Paramount last week, films 
to be produced Fleischer Studios. 
| Initial Superman short will be ready 
for release Christmas. Harry Donen- 
feld, president of Superman, Inc., 
and Russell Holman, head of Par’s 
short features 
deal. 
Superman, 
| 1,000,000 circulation. 
featured in the Action 
which has a circulation 
McClure syndicate services 
city newspapers with the 
strip, the Superman 
broadcast is rated a leading airway 
serial, 


»Y 


bi-monthly mag, has 
Superman is 
Comic mag, 
of 870,000. 


cartoon 


while 





‘Ford Quits P Pyramid, 
Brandt Goes It Alone 


Hollywood, Sept 3. 

Split in the partnership of Pyra- 
mid Pictures resulted in the with- 
drawal of Charles Ford, leaving 
| Jerry Brandt in sole control of the 
| production company. Breakup was 
the result of differences over the 
story treatment of ‘Scattergood 





Baines.’ 

Pyramid has a releasing deal with 
RKO calling for three ‘Scattergood’ 
features on the 1940-41 program. Ed- 
ward T. Lowe has been signed to di- 
rect the first of the series. 





Carole-Montgomery Set 
Hollywood, Sept. 3. 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith,’ co-starring 


Carole Lombard and Robert Mont- 
gomery, rolled today (Tues.) at RKO 
with Alfred Hitchcock directing. 

Gene Raymond is assigned the top 
supporting role. 


ago but signaturing held off} 





| 


Neil Agnew | 


SAG PROBES ‘GOON SQUADS’ 








‘PENT AAL CASTERS. Film Business Will Argue It's Not 
Benefiting From Armaments, and New 
Defense Taxes Already Overload It 


CHARGE VIOLENCE 


Guild Trial Board Meets for 
Inquiry Into Threats | 
Claimed by Philbrick — 
Radical Change in Han-| 
dling Extra Jobs to Be In- 
augurated 


! 
i 





_——_— 


REGULATING MINORS | 





Hollywood, Sept. 3. 


A determined drive to eliminate 
‘goon squads’ and questionable char- 
acters from the extra ranks has been 
launched by Centra} Casting Corp. | 
Charging that casting directors have 
been threatened with physical vio- 
lence, general manager Howard R. 
Philbrick appeared before the Screen 
Actors Guild board of directors to 
urge SAG cooperation. 

The Guilders at first took the po-' 
sition they were not concerned with 
outside quarrels of their members. 
They stated such quarrels were a 
matter for the police and district at- | 
torney. Later they reconsidered, de- 
cided such tactics might give cer- 
tain extras an unfair advantage in 
the job market, and called a meeting 
of the~SAG trial board for tomor- 
rew (Wednesday) to investigate the 
Philbrick charges, 

Mike Morelli, an extra who is al- 


| leged to have drawn a knife on a 


for Para-| 
| subpoenaed before the 


|is reported that Jack Gordon, 
musical | 
16 mm} 


have | 


Company receives | 


SHORT READY BY XMAS 


| unfair 


department, closed the 


182 big | 
!a burn over a 20% 
radio | 


been 

It 

re- 
cently acquitted on a murder charge 
in Brooklyn, also will be questioned. 

In the meantime, asserted mem- 
bers of the ‘goon squad’ are finding it 
difficult to get work. They are re- 
ceiving no calls thfough Central 
Casting, and are having to depend 
for work upon the jobs they are able 
to land themselves through friends 
in the industry. 

In announcing a meeting of the 
SAG trial board, the directors issued 
the following statement: 

‘The Guild is not concerned offi- 


has 
board. 


Central casting director, 


cially with the private quarrels 
which its members may have with 
other persons, That is ordinarily a 


the district attornéy or 
But the Guild is vitally 
concerned with an unfair distribu- 
tion of picture jobs which may be 
occasioned by such tactics. The trial 
board will explore the facts of the 
case at its meeting Sept. 4 to find if 
these tactics would tend to give an 
advantage in the job market 
to those practicing them.’ 

The Producers, however, are none 
too well pleased with the recent 
publicity blurbs emanating from or 
revolving around Central Casting 
Corp. since Philbrick was installed 
as general manager. Already doing 
arbitrary assess- 
ment in the cost of maintaining Cen- 


matter for 
the police. 


tral, the executives contend there 
has been no improvement in the 
service to studios. They insist that 
with calls 40% less than last year, 
the cost of maintaining Central 
should have gone down proportion- 
ately. 


Several changes in the methods of 
distributing jobs will be inaugurated 
by Philbrick this week. It has been 


announced that no calls will be re- 
ceived from racial types in order to 
cut down the incoming telephone 
calls which now average 4,000 to 


5,000 per hour. When jobs are avail- 
able for the racial types, they will 
be called directly instead of having 
to call in for work. Other extras 
will be given certain numbers to 


| call, and when they attempt to get 
| through on a different board their 
call will be ignored. 
Discuss Minor Jobs 
H. C. Carrasco, State Labor Com- 
missioner, came here to discuss 
methods of employment for minors 


ibe left to deputies, 


in the film industry. He spent sev- 
eral hours goin gover rules with 
studio managers and casting direc- 
tors. Enforcement of these rules will 
but Carresco 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
Metro is finally getting around 
to ready Dale Carnegie’s tome, 
‘How to Win Friends and Influ- 
ence People,’ for the screen. 
Jack Jevne has been assigned 
to write the adaptation. 








ON PRODUCT 
DEALS 


Cards asking information as to 
1940-41 product deals were sent to 
exhibs throughout the country by 
Allied States Association’s informa- 
tion department in Philadelphia last 
week. Aim is ‘to provide exhibitors 
with reliable information in regard 
to film rentals, terms and conditions 
in various parts of the country for 
use in buying films.’ 

Exhibs are instructed not to sign 
their name or identify their theatre 
in filling out the cards. Questions 
include general info about the house, 
such as seating capacity, admission, 
run, population of town, circuit or 
indie, type of competish, single or 
double feature policy and total num- 
ber of pictures required per year 
from all companies. 

Underneath that there is a listing 
of each company with queries as to 
number of features it offered, num- 
ber bought, number on flat rental, 
number on percentage and how many 
1t each percentage, number percent- 
age features with guarantee, number 
percentage features on preferred 
time, cancellation provisions, com- 








With the excess profits tax legis- 
lation, a wartime measure designed 
to prevent war profiteering, passed 
by the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee and set to come before the 
Senate Finance Committee this 
week, several picture companies and 
the film business as a whole are 
ready to offer their objections to 
the pending bill. Main thesis for 
objections by film companies will 
be that they will not benefit directly 
from the nation’s armament program 
and that they already have been 
affected by the national defense tax 
on theatre admissions at a time when 
they are heavily hit by declining 
foreign markets. Universal already 
has filed formal objections and 
others are to be given a chance to 
explain their objections before the 
Senate committee. 

So far, the excess profits tax meas- 
ure comprises two alternative ar- 
rangements whereby the tax may be 
figured, but no clear picture will be 
obtainable until the Senate and 
House committees get together with 
their ideas. 

Just now a picture company has 


two methods of arriving at the 
amount to be paid. Film outfits 
with small company capitalization 


doubtlessly will employ the capital 
basis for figuring. Thus the com- 
pany with only $9,500,000 invested 
capital, represented by common and 
preferred shares and funded debt, 
might conceivably use this plan. The 
arrangement calls for 7° deduction 
of the first $500,000 of invested cap- 
ital or $35,000 exemption, and 6% on 
the next $9,000,000, or $540,000, mak- 
ing a total of $575,000 exempted from 





parison of rentals with last year, per- 


centage of film rental to gross re- 
cepits on last contract, number of | 
shorts bought and if forced and 


whether newsreels were bought, and 


if forced. 


OPERATORS STRIKE VS. 
4 IN PROV., CRANSTON 


Providence, Sept. 3. 


Motion picture machine operators 
at the Empire, Bijou, Park and Pal- 
ace theatres, Providence and Crans- 
ton second run houses, struck Sun- 
day (1) when the management and 
Local- 223 of the IATSE failed to | 
come to an agreement oyer a con-| 
tract to replace one that expired | 
Saturday (31). Shows were picketed | 
but were doing business as usual. 

Question of a new contract de- | 
pended on return to the operators | 
of $3,515 which Herbert F. Slater, | 
busine agent for the IA and m_p. | 
operators (AFL) claims was deduct- 
ed from the wages by the manage- | 
ment since instituting a 15% cut on 
Feb. 4. Slater declared the cut was 
3 Violation of contract and that the | 
inion is planning to institute suit to 
recover 

Wisconsin’s Satisfied 
Janesville, Wis., Sept. 3 


‘Let well enough alone’ was agreed | 
upon as the coming season’s policy at 
the annual convention here of the | 
Wisconsin State Association of Stage 
Employees and Projectionists. Rec- 
ygnizing that business generally in 
this territory is way below normal, 
the theatre workers decided against 
any revision of wage scales or work- 
conditions, which generally will 
allowed to stand ‘as is.’ 

Politics came in for some attention 
at the convention, 
to support those candidates friendly 
to labor and to oppose those whose 
activities were construed as adverse. 


ing 


be 


and it was agreed | 


taxation under the proposed law. 
This does not alter the 20.9%, Fed- 
eral income tax scale levy. Then if 
excess profits were stil! found, they 
would be taxed at scales varying 
from 20% to 302 

However, there will be many film 
companies which prefer the four- 
| year earnings, base period method 
since few will show earnings ma- 
| terially over the average for the last 
four years because foreign revenue 
decline wiil hit net profit for the 
current and ensuing years. 

With larger majot companies 
which might show an average of 
$12,000,000 per year net profit, even 
a net profit of $12,500,000 for the 
present year would not add un too 
high. Because it would mean the 
excess profits taxation would apply 
only on $500,000 and then at a grad- 
uated scale. 

No matter what scale or basis for 
figuring is ultimately decided on, 
film companies will plead for ex- 
|}emption or tempering of terms as 
applicable to their operations be- 
cause they believe they have been 
saddled with enough tax load al- 


ready and at a particularly bad time. 
Their contention is that the added 
tax on theatre tickets hits them and 
they already have Federal 
income taxes and an undistributed 


to pay 


| profits tax. 


U's 39-Week Statement 


Due Soon, Reported OK 


Universal 
| the 39 weeks ending July 29, 
are due out within the 
jtwo weeks. Expected to show 
usually favorable net profit 


-arnings state for 
this 
next 
un- 


despite 


ment 


| year, 


| heavy weekly write-off for foreign 
losses. 

| Regular monthly meeting of U 
| board of directors, scheduled for toe 
morrow (Thursday) may be poste 
'poned until lafer in the month be- 
cause sO many executives presently 
|} are on the Coast and may not ree 
iturn in time for the scheduled meet- 


ing date. Postponed session may be 
| timed so that earnings report will 
be released simultaneously with 


| meeting 


fy any 
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Clouds Help L. A.; ‘Love Again Is 
Sweet $32,000, Croshy-Vaude H.0,  »issstse'ssoest aces 


‘Kit Carson’ Paces 
Seattle With $7,300 


Seattle, Sept. 3. 
these places go after biz as their last 


the kale. Rainy Labor Day, how- 





e fling of the year. If the day's hot 
: ?y and sunshiny, they do well; if} 

ine $ 3 aw x ; ; stormy, it’s the showshops that get | 
+ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 


Partly cloudy weather over the 
three-day holiday, which kept many 
in town that would ordinarily have 
gone to nearby beaches, helped 
picture business and, while takes 
were not exceptionally big, most of 
first-runs fared okay. Paramount 
had the biggest Monday biz, garner- 
ing cool $4,000 on the holiday. With 
weekend total around $10,000, house 
looks like big $14,500 on the week. 
‘Comin’ Round the Mountain’ was 
brought in Monday to augment sec- 
ond stanza of ‘Rhythm on the River,’ 


for final three days of holdover 
week. 
Loew's State and Grauman’s 


Chinese are headed for nearly $32,- 
000 with ‘I Love You Again’ and 
‘Pier 13... Holdovers of ‘Sea Hawk’ 
and ‘Boys From Syracuse,’ at the 
Warner day-daters and RKO and 
Pantages, respectively, are faring 
well. 

Carthay Circle goes dark this week 
after two weeks continued first run 
of ‘Boom Town. Shuttering at- 
tributed to no road show product 
available for immediate resumption 
under that policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 44- 
55-75) —‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Holding exceptionally strong 
at this regular roadshow house and 
second week of continued first run 
should bring great $6,000. Last 
week, $5,400, as expected. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-44-55-75)—"Love Again’ (M-G) 
and ‘Pier 13’ (20th). Showing ex- 
ceptional strength and neat $14,500 
in sight. Last week, ‘James’ (20th) 
and ‘Heartbeat’ (20th), fair $8,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk.). An- 
other healthy week in sight for the 
Errol Flynn opus, soloed, with | 
around $7,000 the answer. First 
week, excellent $14,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) (3d 
wk.). Holiday biz helped and an- 
other $5,000 in prospect, after last 
week brought satisfactory $5,300. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 
Continues to surprise by steadily in- 
creasing biz. Fourth week jumped 
to $5,300 and third week passing the 
$5,000 mark, exceptional consider- 
ing long runs at Carthay Circle and 


| $15,000 average. 


ever, boosted theatre takes. 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week...... $424,400 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
oN 8. | eee $385,100 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








| hold. 

| Plenty of advance bally this week 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G), which 
opens next at two big seaters, the 


| for 


| ‘Kit Carson’ is doing big and may | 


Fifth and Paramount, handling 5,400 | 


at one sitting, this being a first for 
|the Hamrick-Evergreen using two 
houses for day-and-date showing. 
|! although John Hamrick did it once 
iat his Blue Mouse and Music Box, 
both small seaters. 
‘Round the Mountain’ had enough 
to warrant moveover to B.M. while 
M.B. holds ‘Love You 
Roosevelt is 


‘ 9 companion | 
| Again’ fourth week. s 
holding ‘Heaven Too,’ also for fourth 
i 


$30,000 IN 
WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 3. 
Two smash hits in town, 


a three-week rainy spell, 
the patrons out over the weekend. 
Capital always does well with holi- 
days when tourists flock in. ‘Boom 
Town’ leads the town by far at the 
Palace, and ‘Sea Hawk,’ in 
week at Earle, is still packing ‘em in. 

Capitol, other big vauder, is fight- 
ing to break even with Shirley 
Temple’s ‘Young People.’ Keith’s is 
doing well with second week of 
‘Lucky Partners,’ and Metropolitan 
is following closely with first local 
run of ‘Flowing Gold.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Young People’ (20th) and vaude. 
Shirley Temple is no go at the b.o. 
Phil Regan and Betty Jane Cooper 
on stage helping to pull it to fair 
Last week, ‘Golden 
and vaude, poor 


Fleecing’ (M-G) 


$14,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44)— 
‘McGinty’ (Par) (2d run). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Pride Prejudice’ 
(M-G) (2d run), third week down- 
town, excellent $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 29-39-44-66) — 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and vaude (2d 
wk). After smashing to capacity 
$22,500 first week, this one is holding 
to swell $18,000 in second. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55) 





United Artists. 


paiee mee. en.44_nn) | Rogers-Colman film 
MeRyweed (WE) (2,756; 30-46-05) | second week with $8,000. Last week, 


—Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk.). Run- 
ning for hefty $6,500 on holdover. 
First week ended with big $13,500. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) (2d wk.) and 
‘Military Academy’ (Col). Main 
feature continues to draw and cur- 
rent stanza should hit $6,500. Last 
week, ended just under $10,000. 


‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d 
doing .fine 


| swell $11,500. 


second | 


— | Museum’ 
wk). 


stanza, to steady take. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
| «850; 30-40-50) — ‘Round Mountain’ 
|«Par) and ‘Tom Brown’ (RKO). 
| Moveover from Orpheum, indicates 
| slow $1,700. 
| (RKO) and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) 
| (2d week) so-so at $1,600. 
| Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) (1,- 
/ 900; 21-35)—'New Moon’ (M-G) and 
| Biscuit Eater’ (Par) (2d run). Ex- 
| pect good $3,000. Last week, ‘Andy 


(20th) (2d run), great $3,450. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2.349; 30-40-50) —‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO) (2d week, five days). Garner- 

(Continued on page 25) 





“BOOM TOWN’ 
TALL 226, BUFF 


Buffalo, Sept. 3. 
This week is rather bumpy, with 
|Labor Day business 
|*Boom Town’ is outdistancing every- 
thing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
|‘Rhythm on River’ (Par). Slow 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Money and 
| Woman’ (M-G) plus Orrin Tucker 
| orch-Bonnie Baker skyrocketed to 
| $29,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 44-65) 
|—Boom Town’ (M-G). Tall $22,000. 
|Last week (35-55), ‘Frank James’ 
| (20th) and ‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep). De- 
| veloped for $9,000. 
| Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Young 
| People’ (20th) and ‘Chan at Wax 
(20th). Good $7,000. Last 
| week, ‘Love You Again’ (M-G) (2d 








in|} yun) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th), surged to 


} 


over $8,000. 
| Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 


Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Flowing | —‘Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) and 


|Gold’ (WB). Management 
\this after two days. 


inifty $9,000. Last week, 


five days, 





it broke| ‘Passport to Alcatraz’ (Col). 
In nine days, 
‘Snow 
| White’ (RKO) and Disney Festival 
|died in second week to $2,500 in 


Nice, 
|over $9,000, Last week, ‘Private 
| Affairs’ (U) and ‘Not So Tough’ (U), 
| okay, nearly $7,000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil (3,000; 


| 
| 


Last week, ‘Ramparts’ | 


} 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| Hardy Deb’ (M-G) and ‘Lucky Cisco’ | notches of oomph to combined take 
plus a| 


clear sky Saturday (31) breaking up | 
brought | 





{ 
! 
| 


| 


® Palace, but for a lukewarm figure. 


lin ‘Great McGinty.’ 


| 


| 


} 


| 
| 


| 30-40)—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and |; 





| $3,200 


Palace (Loew) (2,242: 39-55) —)| ‘Millionaires in Prison’ (RKO). Mild | 
Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- | ‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Taking the/ nine days, top $9,000. Last week, 
75)—Rhythm River’ (Par) and stage |town by storm for smash $30,000.|‘Queen of Destiny’ (RKO) and 
show (2d wk.). Bing Crosby opus | Last week, ‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2dj{ ‘Cross-Country Romance’ (RKO), 
looks headed for good $14,500 on | wk), great $15,000. dreary, under $3,000. 
holdover, after first week just | ‘ 
reached $23,000. Count Basie orch : ~s 


given credit for helping draw. 

RKO (RKO) (2.872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) (2d wk.) and 
‘Military Academy’ (Col) dual. Def- 
initely a click and holdover should 
hit $7,000, after big $9,500 on initial 
seven days. 

State (Loew’s-F-WC) 
44-55-75)—“Love Again’ (M-G) and 
‘Pier 13’ (20th). Holiday biz helped 
and excellent $17,500 probable an- 


(2,414; 30- 


swer. Last week, ‘Frank James’ 
(20th) and ‘Heartbeat’ (20th), fair 
$11,500. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; | after a summer not bad in itself, 


: es’ (20th) and | It may be those millions pouring 
Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) dual. |into Detroit on war orders; it may 


; have been a cool summer which kept 
Will be lucky | business up, and going into Septem- 


30-44-55}—‘Frank James’ 


Back to regular policy after week 
at advanced prices. 
to hit $2,400 on current stanza. Last 
week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), single 


billed on moveover, and at advanced | here all the last month and cur- 


tariff, excellent $7,000. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—‘Frank James’ (20th) 
hattan Heartbeat’ (20th). Just so- 
so $3,500 after last week, with ‘Over 
Moon’ (UA) and ‘Mortal Storm,’ 
sagged to $3,200 on second move-" 
over stanza. 





and ‘Man- | 


} 





| ber the future looks excellent. 


Det, After Fine Summer, Sees Big 
Fall; ‘Breakfast, Strong $17,000 


ties teen Detroit, Devt. 3. , ‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
€s xploitation: Fox) Servant? ( ve 

Heading into the fall, business | oe ’ Col). Former picture 
grows consistently stronger here | ™°V€d Over from Fox after two 


weeks there. Stili looks good for 

$5,000. Last week, ‘Snow White’ 

(RKO) (revival), four Disney shorts 

i= ‘South Karanga’ (U), good $5,- 
00. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 


| 


} 
} 


Holdovers have been plentiful |-55)—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and 

| ‘Lady Question’ (Col). Strong $17,- 

rently three houses are continuing | 000. Last week, ‘Frank James’ 

picture runs: United Artists, which | (20th) and ‘Chan Wax’ (20th) (2d 
last — broke its gross record, | wk.), fine $15,000. 

| has ‘Boom Town’; the Adams, which | ee : —— ; 

| took over the Fox bill, and the | on aedat ati gate a: | 

| Palms-State, which moved in the ; wee 


duo from the Michigan. 


The Fox got some nice tieups with 


| for good $16,000. Last week, ‘Drive 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Golden Fleecing’ 


its current ‘He Stayed for Break- 
fast.’ The picture was a natural for 
a midnight charity show, linked up 
with the Detroit News, night club 


U Buys ‘Six Lessons tht yee nigh 
entertainers an e alvation 
From Madame LaZonga’ | 4™=y in advance of the opening. 


Added tieups were made with the 
coffee, cream and doughnuts people 
for the midnight snack which was 
J ; : eee carried on all last week. 

Universal's policy of building | Farm Crest bakery drivers delivered 
screen plays around song titles con-| more than 200,000 packages of 
tinues with the purchase of ‘Six Les- | doughnuts around the town, with 
sons from Madame LaZonga.’ Pic- | ‘He Stayed for Breakfast’ wrappers. 
ture will carry the same name as the | Likewise the Borden Creamery de- 
popular ditty. livered all its bottles with the caps 





Hollywood, Sept. 3. 





The 200 | 





F carrying baliyhoo on the picture, 
To date, Helen Parrish is the e~'y ~ iethmatee for This Week 
player cast. 


ia he se ‘ e : ' 


(M-G), okay $15,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Drive Night’ (WB) 
and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G). Pair 
moved over from Michigan and will 
stay up with $7,500. Last week, 
‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) and ‘Great 
McGinty’ (Par), helped by extensive 
exploitation, came out with o.k. $8,- 
000. 

United Artists 
(2,000; 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 
up there consistently all last week 
to land a magnificent $21,000 at the 
advanced prices, and with the holi- 
day help, looks for $16,000 more this 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— | week. 


and ‘We Are Young’ (M-G). Headed | 


| 


(United Detroit) | Last 
30-50-75) -—- ‘Soom Town’/and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (2d week), 
This one roared | satisfactory $4,000. 


| currently with a swell Albee mark. 


he |other houses are showing holdover | 
no bargain. | 


‘Boom Town’ Blasts Big $30,000 
To Top Frisco; Hawk Strong 226 


¥ om 





San Francisco, Sepi. 3. 

Labor Day holiday helping some 
this week, but not too much, heavy 
play going to fair and weekend trips 
cut of town. Center of attraction 
is Warfield with ‘Boom Town’ at ads 
vanced admish. Golden Gate hys 
poed opening of ‘Dance Girl, Dance’ 
with appgarances of stars, Lucille 
Ball and Maureen O'Hara on open. 
ing day. ‘Sea Hawk,’ at Fox, is big, 

United Artists was dark until Frie 
day evening (30) for genera! overe 
haul, 


Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gress 
This Week..... .. ees $1,858,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 167 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
H..2.3 
Yotal Gross Same Week 
Last Wear. .....0ccc- $1,358,000 
(Based on 27 cities, 179 theatres) 


‘HAWK’ LOFTY 








Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50) 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Bucking conside 
erable competition, but fine $22.000. 


Last week (2d), ‘Frank James’ 
(20th) and ‘Ave. A’ (20th), all right 
; at $8,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 29-44. 
55) —Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Opening day personals by Lucille 
Ball and Maureen O'Hara goi this 
off to good start. Should hit $14,000, 
Last week, Dorothy Lamour boosted 
‘Divorcement’ (RKO) to terrifie 
$23,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 35-40-50) 
—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Co!) and ‘Ses 
cret Seven’ (Col) (2d wk.). Looks 
like $9,000, good, Last week, $14,« 


CINCY 


—_———_—— 


Cincinnati, Sept. 3. 
Holiday weekend supplied several 


of main stem cinemas over. last 


week's wham hot-weather biz. Which | 990, okay. 

is pleasing to exhibs in view of bi Paramount (F-WC) (2.740; 35-40, 

reba of Red bidding to repeat bs 50)—Rhythm_ River’ (Par) and 
. = ‘Girl God’s Country’ (Rep). Bing 


National League champs and playing 
doubleheaders Sunday (1) and Labor 
Day in near finish of their season's 
final long home stay. 

‘Sea Hawk’ is collecting top money 


Crosby opus headed for sweet $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Young People’ 
(20th) and ‘Fleecing’ ‘(M-G), faire 
ish $8,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Sea 
Raider’ (Par). Moved here for 
fourth week on stem. Okay $5,500 
on way. Last week, ‘Heaven Too’ 
(WB), finished third week downs 
town with like amount. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Pago Pago’ (UA). House 
reopened Friday evening (30) after 


Next best is ‘Lucky Partners,’ at 


Keith’s has its best clicker in weeks 


Except for the smallie Family, 








product. brief shuttering for refurbishment, 
Estimates for This Week Looks like $9,500, okay. 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 39-47)—‘Sea Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 40-50-65) 
Hawk’ (WB). Swell $15,000. Last}—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Advanced 
week, ‘Frank James’ (20th), fair|admish. Ought to bag terrific $36,- 
$9,500. '000. Last week (33-39-44), third of 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 42-60)—{ ‘Love Again’ (M-G), excellent $10,- 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (4th wk), ; 500. 

Holding close to last week’s (3d) SN - 
hefty $8,000 and will stay for an- 
other week. Gross for first four ‘BOOM TOWN’ GRABS 
weeks around $49,000, Cincy’s best 
run mark since ‘Gone With the 
win! STRONG 186, MEMPHIS 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28) — ? 
‘Christian Meets Women’ (RKO) and amon 
‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ ee Se Memphis, Sept. 8. 
vided with ‘Suicide Legion’ (In oa : Pe get , 
and ‘Son Roaring Dan’ (U). Normal! aut ee Leni i ay 
$1,900. Last week, ‘Millionaires| hasn't seen grosses | ke the Loew? 
Prison?’ (RKO) and ‘Pop. Pays’! cqat. ¢ * gaged #2 rr 5. 
S , bp *,| State figures since ‘Gone With thé 
(RKO), split with ‘Gambling Seas’! wing? and such crowds are virt > 
(WB) and ‘Country Romance’ unprecedented dee ene 
(RKO), fair $1,800, . . 
Four-star petroleum saga drew 


Grand RKO) 1,439; 33-50 )—"Love | biggest Saturday and Sundays ff 
Again’ (M-G) (2d wk). Socko $9,000. | two-decade history of this showhous 
Last week, great $14,500. . pee Se SS OW neue 


are 7 and is certain for a second-wee 
Keith’s ‘Libson) (1,500; 39-47)—| holdover. Upped prices, as wit 
‘ R F ’ . any > 
Great McGinty’ (Par). Swell $6,500, | ‘The Sea Hawk’ at Warner's, failed id 
best here for some time. Last week, | stir resentment 
‘G ush Maisie’ (M-G), slow] . : 
Gold Rush Maisie M-G), slow Sea Hawk’ is going nicely in tis 
second stanza after a swell first sé 
|sion at Warner’s, 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 39-47)—Frank 


James’ (20th). Transferred from| 
Albee Okay $4,000 Last week,| First Dixie showing of "Ramparts 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) (2d wk), dull| We Watch’ isn’t setting any woods or 
$3,000. | fire, but take is regarded as gatis- 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 39-47) —/factory for this type of film Pic, 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), Luke- like all others of week, elicited ravé 
warm $8,500. Last week, ‘Stayed | notices and is getting good eudience 
Breakfast’ (Col), fair $9,000. reaction at Loew's Palace 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 39-47) —| Bing Crosby’s ‘Rhythm on River 


‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). Moveover| is doing moderately well at the New 
from Palace for second week. Slow} Malco. Receipts would undoubtedly 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Drive Night’| be higher in a normal week; terrific 
(WB) (2d run), mild $3,200. competish all over is making the go- 
a. ing rough, but management says tref- 

fic is pleasing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 15-44- 


‘Rhythm River’ Okay 





‘ 60)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) . This one 
$6,200 m Port., Ore. | grabbed nearly $10,000 over weekend’ 


alone and might spurt as high as 


Aare $18,000 for week, just about a local 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 3. oleae roraliggle ge 


|record for non-roadshow dates. Last 

‘Rhythm River’ is doing nicely for| week, ‘Lucky Partners,’ «RKO, 
the Paramount, with ‘Sea Hawk’ at | $4,200, fair. 

the Broadway keeping right in step. Warner (Warner) (2,300: 15-40-55) 

Best holdover is ‘I Love You Again’|—'Sea_ Hawk’ (WB) (‘2d week). 


at the UA, 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway ‘Parker) (2,000: 35-40- y . 4 » 
n hs - ep hl | New Mal (Ligt an) (2.800; 10- 
50)—'Sea Hawk (WB). Living up | 93.44)—"Rhythm River’ (Par) Cros- 


to advance bally for good $6,000. |}, : 4 ; 
hye gg 00 py, | by-Martin-Levant drawing wall un- 
Last week, ‘Daltons’ (U) and ‘Private! ger circumstances, mebbe $6.000 


|Errol Flynn might slash way to ex- 
;cellent $4,000 for h.o. Last week, 
$9,500, socko. 


Affairs’ (U) average $4,400. 
Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50)—‘Drive By Night’ 
(WB) and ‘Ladies Must Live’ (WB). 
Holding for half a third week (legit 
show taking three days) to okay 
$1,800. Last week, around par at 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) —‘Rhythm River’ 
and ‘Pier 13’ (20th). Nice $6,200. 
week, ‘Frank James’ (20th) 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50 )—‘Love You Again’ (M-G) and 
‘We Who Are Young’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Still going strong, $4,890. 
Last week, big $6,000. 


eq 8 


Last week, ‘Stayed Breakfast,’ $6,500 
very good. . 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) ‘2,200; 106- 
33-44)—‘Ramparts We Watch’ 
(RKO). Documentaries seldom click 
here, but MOT feature should nab 
$4,250, not bad. Last week, ‘Captain 
Caution,” (UA), four days, and 
‘Golden Fleecing,’ (M-G, three days, 
$2,500, a flopperoo. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33 )—‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par), three days; 
‘Captain Is Lady’ (M-G, two days; 
and ‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G), two 
days; $1,750, nice. Last week, ‘Girl 
Friday’ (Col) (2nd run), three dzys; 
‘Geronimo’ (Par) (2nd run), two 
days; ‘Stage ‘lo Chino’ (RKO). two 
| days, $1,650, all right. 











——  A_ 
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Boom Great $45,000 in Two Chi 
Spots; Ginger-Colman Fine 186, 
Rhythm’ -Penner Happy $42,000 





Colcage, Sept. > P 
ee-day holiday weekend aide 

an teen bexoffices all down the line. 
Outstanding is ‘Boom Town,’ which 
ig doubling in both the United Artists 
and Roosevelt at advanced prices. 
Opened Saturday (31) and looks for 
walloping initial session. There was 
plenty of advance space in the papers 


and a hot ad campaign to aid the 
taway. 
er Also ‘smart is ‘Lucky Partners,’ at 


Palace. Sent away in excellent 
the picture looks for a bangup week. 
Other houses are primarily inter- 
terested in their stage shows. Chi- 
cago has the Bing Crosby ‘Rhythm 





(600; 25-50)—‘Je t'attendrai’ (3d wk.). 
Likely $1,000, after fair $1,200 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)——‘Dame de Coeur’ and ‘Boutique 
aux Illusions.’ Around average 
$4,500 in sight. Last week, ‘Nadia’ 
and ‘Eux et Nous,’ good $4,000. 


‘BOOM BOOMS 
BALTO FOR 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 5 


Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (38th wk.). 

Capitel—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). 

{Reviewed in Variety, Aug. Q 

Criterion — ‘Girl from God's 
Country’ (Rep) (7). 

Globe—“Flowing Gold’ 
{2d wk.). 

Music Hali—‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in Varrery, Aug. 21) 

Paramount—‘Rhythm on _ the 
River’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Black Diamonds’ 
(9). 

Rivoli — ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA) (2nd wk.). 

Roxy—‘He Stayed for Break- 
fast’ (Col) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘No Time for Comedy’ 
(WB) (6). 

Week of Sept. 12 

Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 

(M-G) (39th wk.). 


(WB) 


(U) 


Ist Week's Take: 


card by Broadway houses. 
Managers are even 
enough, after the sensational 
over the holidays, to forecast ex- 
tended prosperity at the wickets, and 
to detect a wave of business im- 
provement. They expect aid from 
school kids until Sept. 10 or 11, with 
classwork scheduled to resume 


Pride’ $105,000 Fourth Week Tops 


Bing 656, Foreign 


Correspondent’ 506; Bway Terrific 


Rain which followed cold weather, dice’ (M-G) and stage show (4th 
last week was augmented by record | Wk). 
Labor Day crowds over the week- 
end. Consequently the past week's | way for ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO). 
business is proving more tonic than | 
the first real sunshine in days, with 
old b.o. marks tossed into the dis-! day (31) when 


| _ Heading for terrific $105,000, 
‘despite three hefty weeks previ- 
'ously. Could hold but must make 


| Rialte (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Stranger 
| Third Floor’ (RKO). Opened Satur- 
‘One Crowded Night’ 


| (RKO) failed to crowd after five 


optimistic | days. New picture likely to get oka 
biz | $7,000 aided . 4 


! by out-of-town visitors. 
‘Night’ only $4,000 in its brief stay. 
Rivoli (2,092; 25-40-55-75-99) — 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). 
Rounds out first week with excellent 
/ $50,000; in for indefinite long run. 

















Sept. 15 Mighty fine takings for this house, 
on the River’ flicker and Joe Penner Capitol—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) ept. tv. | shuttered most of summer, and beats 
personaling on the stage and is rid- (2d wk.). Probably the most phenomenal | 1939 opening mark. 

ing to a profitable stanza. Local Globe—‘Hell’s Cargo’ (Film Al- ee Ha po aew & 3 re Re Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) — ‘He 
radio fav, Dick Todd, is getting his liance). as earth Cena swith Pesan. 2+ nna er |Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) and 
crack at a stage in the State-Lake Music Hall—'Lucky Partners’ | figure of $105,000 likely. If it hits this | 28° Show, looks to top | $50,000. 
currently, where he is coupled with (RKO) (2d wk.). Saure, an bank y. k | Last week, ‘Young People’ (20th) 
the Joe Reichman orch. Around the Baltimore, Sept. 3. Paramount—‘Rhythm on _ the , eat opening wee . _| and Bowes unit, $40,000, also real 
corner at the indie Oriental, the Glen Continued rain, which played hob River’ (Par) (3d wk.) oe fine is ‘Rhythm on River,’ | profit. 

Gray Casa Loma band is accounting | with nearby resorts over the holiday WK. ). at the Paramount, which looks for; State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘New 


for a continued ride of profits. 

Holdovers are ‘I Love You Again,’ 
at Apollo, and ‘Frank James,’ at 
Garrick. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Love Again’ (M-G). Moved here 
after two good weeks in the United 
Artists and headed for good $5,500 
eurrently. Last week, "Drive Night’ 
(WB), completed three loop sessions | 
to oke $4,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — | 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and Joe Pen- 
ner headlining. Combination run- 
ning to strong $42,000. Last week, | 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and vaude, 
needed assistance of a double-feature 
‘preview’ on final performance and | 
came up with satisfactory $32,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
—Frank James’ (20th). Switched 
here from Chicago and _ indicates 
34,000, good enough. Last week, | 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB), finished bans- 
up four-week loop run to $4,200, 
bright. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200: 28-44) 
‘Lucky Cisco’ (20th) and Glen Gray | 
Casa Loma band on stage. Com- 
bination looking for $19.000, ex- 
cellent. Last week, Shep Fields orch 
on stage came through above ex- 
pectations with ‘Private Affairs’ (U) 
and hit wham $19,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and 
‘Tempted’ (U). Ginger Reogers- 
Ronald Colman partnership hitting 
brilliant $18,000, best since reopen- | 
ing. Last week, ‘Syracuse’ (U) (2d 
wk.) and ‘Tom Brown’ (RKO), fine 
$8,400. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 55-65-75- 
85)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Upped, 
prices for this one and whirring the 
register to rousing $19,000. Last 
week (35-55-65-70), McGinty’ (Par) 
managed $9,000 for solo session. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44) — 
‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and vaude. | 
Joe Reichman orch. and Dick Todd 
heading vaude lineup. Combination 
is going to $18,000, happy. Last | 
week, ‘Queen Mob’ (Par) and Bert 

eeler and Mitzi Green on stage, 
g00d $16,500. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
55-65-75-85)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). 
Will get $26,000 here, a wow take. 
Last week (35-55-65-75), ‘Love Again’ 
Ceo), $9,200, good for second ses- 

on. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (32nd week). 
Has suddenly zoomed again into im- 
| sept money and currently looks 


or great $9,500, after ditto amount 
last week 


‘Correspondent’ Topping 
Montreal With $8,500 


Montreal, Sept. 3 
Return of vacationists from sum- 
mer resorts will jack up, grosses 
with wet weekend helping. Top 
grossers in town are ‘Foreign Corre- 

spondent’ and ‘I Love You Again.’ 

Estimate for This Week 

, Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )— 
Love Again’ (M-G). This is a Loy- 
Powell town and take should be 
$7,000. good. Last week’s, ‘Convoy’ 
(Emp), $5,500, good enough. 
P Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )— 
Rhythm River’ (Par) and ‘Golden 
Gloves’ (Par). Possible $4,500, good. 
Last week, ‘Lady Question’ (Col) and 

Blondie Servant’ (Col ), fair $3,500. 
; Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). Top- 
notcher locally, pacing for $8,500, | 
very nice. Last week, third repeat 
of ‘Heaven Too’ (WB), good $4,500. 
; Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
Sea Raider’ (Par) and ‘Round Moun- 
po! os). Ring fair $3,000. 
eek, ‘Snow hite’ (RKO), | 
800d $3,500. ' 
porpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— | 
ago-Pago’ (UA). Pacing for very 
good $4,500. Last week, ‘Turnabout’ 
(UA), faded $2,000. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 














| $7,000. 


lof ‘Drive Night’ (WB), added good 


CROSBY HAPPY 


| played to only mild $6,000. 


| ‘Private Lives’ 


weekend, kept them in town and 
headed for the theatres. Entire 
downtown list is reporting satisfac- 
tory results with extra strong prod- 
uct lineup a big help. 

Out front in big style is ‘Boom 
Town, at Loew’s Century. ‘The 
Sea Hawk’ is also very bright at 
the Stanley. Upped scales for both 
of these films adding up to sub- 
stantial figures. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 29- 
39-60)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Draw- 
ing them in in smash style, with ex- 
tra big $22,000 looked for. Last 
week (15-28-44), ‘Captain Caution’ 
(UA), poor $5,400. 

Hippedrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO) plus vaude headed by Henry 
Armetta. Holding its own against 
strong competition and pointing to 
okay $16,000. Last week, ‘Million- 
aires Prison’ (RKO) and George 
White's ‘Scandals,’ good $16,200. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44) — ‘Rhythm on River’ 


Maintaining pace to possible 
Last week, Disney Festival 
of cartoons featuring ‘Snow White’ 


(Par) 


(RKO), drew surprisingly well at 
$6,600. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 


55)—*Young People’ (20th). Draw- 
ing some daytime and juve trade 
to $5,000. Last week, ‘Man Married’ 
(20th), failed to excite at $3,900. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 29-39-60)— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). = Off to flying 
start and heading for great $19,000. 
Last week (15-28-39-44-55), second 


$6.700 to strong initial sesh at $10,- 
300. 


Rivoli — ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA) (3d wk.). 

Roxy — ‘The Great 
(20th) (13). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 21) 

Strand—‘No Time for Comedy’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 


RHYTHM, 7146 


Profile’ 











Louisville, Sept. 3. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s State) 


Ideal setup for fine film biz cur- 
rently, what with the long holiday, 
cooler temperatures, and an array of 
pics that pack plenty of b.o. appeal. 
Plenty of people took advantage of 
the pleasant weather to make end- 
of-season trips and picnics, but the 
lure of outdoor sports is weakening 


the film houses. 
Okay biz is the general rule, with 


pulling strongly at Rialto. 
Hawk’ at Mary Ann, also pacing for 
mighty nice returns. ‘Great Mc- 
Ginty’ is light at the Strand, 
‘Foreign Correspondent,’ at Loew’s 
State, had benefit of Bernard Sobel’s 
presence to whoop things up, with 
radio talks, color ads, and a general 
whoop-de-doo to acquaint local 
patrons with the product he was in 
to town to represent. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue)— 
‘Frank James,’ (20th) and ‘Pier 13’ 
(20th). Started off at fair pace, but 
hardly expecting any big pickings af- 





$9300 IN K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 3. | 


ter last week’s okay stanza at Rialto. 


Fairish $1,800. Last week, ‘Love 
Again’ (M-G) and ‘Out West Pep- 
|pers’ (Col), second week at_ this 
|house after moveover from State, 
light $1,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Irene’ 


The Midland is breaking a prece- | 
dent of over 10 years standing with | 
a stiff hike in prices on ‘Boom Town.” | 
Nights are going for 60c. main floor, | 
and 40c. balcony, with a matinee fee 


of 35c. House is maintaining its | 
regular dual policy with ‘Lady in| 
Question’ also on the bill, and is 


opening at 10 a.m. to get in four full 
shows daily. Only time in decade | 
top has gone over 40c., with excep- | 


ition of ‘Gone With the Wind” last | 
| winter. : ; 
‘Rhythm on the River,’ playing 


solo, is doing nice job at Newman. | 
Bing Crosby always hits an assuring 
here and this one above his 


level 
usual run 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,403; 10-28-44)— 


‘Young People’ (20th). 
ting good notices, but, combo mild at 
$6,200. Last week, ‘Frank James’ 
(20th). in holdover, played six days 
for satisfactory $4,800. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-35-40- 
60)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col). Upped prices will 
probably huge $21,500. Last week 
(10-23-44), ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Coi) 
and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), good | 
$11,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44) —‘Rhythm River’ (Par). Looks | 
like sure h.o. Getting $9,300, very | 
good. Last week, ‘Flowing Gold’ | 
(WB) beat Metro to the punch by a 
week on release of the oil film, but 


Picture get- | 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—Drive Night’ (WB) (2d wk.). and 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Okay at $5,700. 
Last week, with ‘Christian Meets 
Women’ (RKO), good $8,500. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Average take at $6.200. Last week, 
(20th) and vaude, 





okay $6,500. 


| (UA) and ‘Girls’ Road’ (Col). 


LVILLE CLICK 


best Labor Day business in 
years, or since the present 


; stage 
band policy went into effect. 


Bing 


ley orch, Ken Murray and others. 
Sure to go three weeks. 

‘Foreign Correspondent’ at Rivoli, 
with $50,000, and 
Breakfast,’ at Roxy, also around 
$50,000, are other new pictures show- 
ing startling strength. The Roxy is 
the surprise of the street. Tipoff on 
what the Labor Day weekend 
crowds meant to all downtown 
houses is shown by ‘Gone With 
Wind’ at Astor, which soared to 
$14,600 or $2,500 ahead of the pre- 
vious week, 

‘Pride’ could easily hold a fifth 
week but makes way for ‘Lucky 
Partners’ which originally was set 





and attention is again turned toward | 
| dications. 


Bing Crosby’s ‘Rhythm on the Rivet’ | 
‘Sea | 


and | 


(RKO) split with ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ | 


(RKO) and ‘Sailor’s Lady (20th). 
Sharing in general pickup for okay 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Biscuit Eater’ 
(Par} and ‘My Way’ (U), split with 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘Safari’ (Par), 


| average $1,400. 


Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘ Foreign Correspondent’ 
Good 
exploitation helping, but folks rather 
cool on war pics. Facing pretty stiff 
opposition, but should manage okay 


$7,000. Last week, ‘Stayed Break- 
fast’ (Col) and ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ 
(M-G), fine $8,000. 
| Mary Anderson (Lisbon) (1,000 
15-30-40 )\—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Going 
great guns as a single here and pac- 
ing for excellent $5,000 Sure h.o 
Last week, ‘Drive Night’ (WB), on 
h.o. stanza, alright $3,500 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and 
‘I Want Divorce’ (Par). Mats strong. 
Stepping along for fine $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Frank James’ (20th) and 


‘Pier 13’ (20th), excellent $9,000 and 
moveover. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 


30-40)—‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and 
‘Sing, Dance,’ (Rep). Fine work of 
Brian Donlevy bringing some at- 


tention, but biz looks to shape up on 
the slow side for $2.800. Last week, 
‘Young People’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Wax’ (20th), weak $2,500 


Last One In Is A— 
Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Robert McGowan directs ‘The Old 
Swimmin’ Hole’ for Scott R. Dunlap 
at Monogram, starting in four weeks. 

Marcia Mae Jones and _ Jackie 
Moran, currently on an eastern stage 
tour, get the top roles. 


for Labor Day week at the Music 
Hall. Picture likely will show more 
than $400,000 for the four weeks, un- 
heard of for summer season and 
probably topping first four weeks of 
‘Rebecca,’ which ran six weeks at 
-his house last spring. 


‘Foreign Correspondent’ probably 
will tenant the reopened Rivoli for 
many weeks, according to present in- 
Opening week's. take 
bested last season’s opener. Man- 
agement upped its scale about 20% 
to 75c at matinees, 99c at night, 
starting Thursday (29), patronage 
taking it in stride. 


Holdovers at Strand and Capitol | 


both are doing solidly. ‘Sea Hawk’ 
and Phil Spitalny is a sturdy fourth 
week contestant with $36,006 or 
above anticipated. ‘Flowing Gold, 
originally set to follow, has been 
switched to the Globe, with ‘No 
Time for Comedy’ and Larry Clin- 
ton’s band opening Friday (6). Spi- 
talny-‘Hawk’ combo may hit $170,000 
for the four weeks. This, too, war- 
rants a fifth lap but for Spitalmy’s 
previous commitments. 

Third week of ‘I Love You Again’ 
is headed for $33,000 or about even 
with the second week. Some ques- 
tion as to whether picture would not 
stay a fourth but desire to get ‘Boom 
Town’ out on pre-release is bringing 
the Metro four-starrer in tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Ed Sullivan and his Harvest Moon 
finalists are chiefly responsible for 
the terrific $32,000 being rolled up 
at the State where ‘New Moon’ is 
the second-run film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012: 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
2.20)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (38th week). 
Last week (37th), surprising $14,600, 
hefty takings. Outtowners credited 
with pushing business up enough to 
best $12,100 of previous week. 

Captol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25)—I Love You Again’ (M-G) 
(3d week). Near $33,000 or about 
equal to second stanza. Make more 


than $100,000 for three weeks, 
mighty nice profit considering com- 
petish. ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) goes in 


at tilted prices tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55-65)- 

‘Gold Rush Masie’ (M-G). Real gold 

at slightly over $10,000. Last week, 


‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par), neat 
$9,000. 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB). Originally skedded 


for Strand, zooming to $14,000 or bet- 
ter, and holds second week Pre- 
vious week, ‘River’s End’ (WB), so- 


so $5,500. 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Heaven 
Too’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Pop Al- 


ways Pays’ (RKO). Failing to feel 


holiday crowds and lucky to get 
$7,800, disappointing. Long show 
‘blamed. Last week’s twin combo, 


‘Drive by Night’ (WB) (2d run) and 


|\‘Windy Poplars’ (RKO) (lst run), 
$8,000. 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 


—Rhythm on River’ (Par), and in 
person, Will Bradley orch, Ken 
| Murray, others, terrific $65,000 in 
|sight, and cinch to go three weeks. 
Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
| 60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Pride and Preju- 


$65,000 the opening week, after the | 
five | 


Crosby starrer is aided by Will Brad- | 


‘He Stayed for | 


Moon’ (M-G) and stage show con- 
sisting of Ed Sullivan and Harvest 
Moon Ball dancers. Amateur terp- 
ers helping this house to around 
$32,000, dandy. Last week, ‘Daltons 
| Rode’ (U), first run, and Betty Hut- 
| ton, Ciro Rimac orch, others, $27,000, 
plenty of profit. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )-— 
| ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny 
| (4th wk). Holding up sturdily in 
| fourth stanza with Labor Day mob a 
| big help; $36,000, phenomenal for 
fourth week at this time of year 
here. Hefty $40,000 turned in for 
third week, after $43,500 in second 





|}and nearly $50,000 opening seven 
| days. 
| nally set to follow is supplanted by 


‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) origi- 


‘No Time for Comedy’ (WB) and 
| Larry Clinton band Friday (6). 





GINGER -COLMAN 


- NIFTY $19500 
INBOSTON 


————. 


Boston, Sept. 3. 


Spasms of hot, sunny weather 


|crimped somewhat the b.o. takes of 
{the film stands here over the holi- 
|day weekend. 
| leading the town, with ‘Lucky Part- 


‘Love You Again’ is 


| ners’ running a strong second. 


| Holdover of ‘Rhythm on River’ hit- 
| ting fair pace. 


Estimates for This Week 


| Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 


—Hold Woman’ (Prod) and ‘Doomed 
Die’ (Mono), with Lucky Millinder 
band on stage, five days; and ‘Daltons 
Rode’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Mrs. Brad- 
ford’ (RKO) (reissue), two days. 
Should add up to fine $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Babies Sale’ (Col) and ‘Caro- 
lina Moon’ (Rep), with vaude, four 
days; and ‘Military Academy’ (Col) 
and ‘Private Affairs’ (U) (both 2d 
run), three days, tallied $6,800. Glenn 
Miller plays here solid week open- 
ing Thursday (5). 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
55) —Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Sing, 
Dance’ (Rep). Around $5,000 at best. 
Last week, ‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ 
(Par) and ‘Girl God’s Country’ 
(Rep), $4,000, poor. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 28- 
39-44-55)—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) 
and ‘Argentine Nights’ (U). Rogers- 
Colman whirling wickets to tune of 
dandy $19,500 and probable hold- 
over. Last week, holdover of ‘Frank 
James’ (20th) and ‘Man Married’ 
(20th), okay $12,800 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and 
‘Money Woman’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Okay $13,000. 
500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Bion- 
die Servant’ (Col). Looks like big 
$22,000, or better. Will hold. Last 
week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), $16,509, 
nice. 

Paramount (M&P) 
44-55) —‘Flowing Gold’ 
‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep). On the soft 
side, around $7,000. Last week, 
‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Par) and 
‘God’s Country’ (Rep), $6,000, poor. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 
—McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Love Back’ 
(WB) (2d run). Will hit around $5.,- 
500, very good. Last week, ‘Drive 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB) 
(2d run), $4,300, fair. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
Servant’ (Col). Heading for big $15,- 
|500. Last week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ 
(Col) and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), 
$11,000, nice. 


Last week, sweet $17,- 


(1,797; 28-39- 


(WB) and 
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Rain Sloughs State Fair, Hypos Mols. 
Pix; ‘Untamed’-‘Funz’ Big $14,000 


Minneapolis, Sept. 3. |(M-G) and ‘Sporting Blood’ (2d ‘Bright Boys’ (U), split with ‘Phan- 





For the first time in years thea- 
4res got a State Fair break. Cold 
#nd rain almost every day diverted 
patronage away from the exposition 
to the showhouses. While the Fair 
euffered substantially, the theatres 
have been doing relatively well. 
The Fair’s 10-day run, which ended 
yesterday (Monday), showed a hefty 
deficit, instead of the usual profit. 

Because of the unmseasonable and 
rainy weather, too, the weekend 
Labor Day holiday kept people in 
town. This, too, was a favorable 
theatre business factor. 

The past week no less than four 


films did sufficiently well to war- 
rant holdovers. However, only 
three of thém. ‘The Sea Hawk.’ ‘Our 


Town’ and ‘Boys of the City.” ac- 
tually were retained, the other, ‘He 
Stayed -for Breakfast.’ having to 
move out of the Orpheum because 


that hovse had a previous stage 
show and picture commitment. It 
hed no other place to go. ‘Boys, 


however, only lasted one extra day 
at the Esquire. 

Of the newcomers, ‘Funzafire’ unit 
et the Orpheum is getting the most 
attention. probably for the reason | 
that many of the transients here for 
the Fair have no opportunity to see 
siage entertainment in their own 
communities. Unit has screen as- 
sistance in ‘Untamed.’ Two other 
newcomers, ‘Rhythm on the River’ 
and ‘The Great McGinty,’ both 
highly regarded, also are giving a 
good account of themselves. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
‘Sea Raider’ (Par) and ‘Out West 
Peppers’ (Col), first-runs, split with 
“Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO) and 
“One Crowded Night’ (RKO), also 
first-runs. Headed for pretty good 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Sandy’s Lady’ 
(U) and ‘Secret Seven’ (Col), first- | 
runs, $1,500 for five days, okay. 








| 
} 
| 


Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 28- 
39-44)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). 
here after big week at State. 


Moved 
Still 


showing vitality. Nice $4,000 in| 
prospect. Last week, ‘Pride Pre- | 
judice’ (M-G) (2d wk.), okay $3.- 


800 after big $6,700 first eight and 
half days. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—| 
"Boys City’ (Mono) (2d wk.). With-| 
drawn after one day of second week, 
okay $900, after good $1,200 first 
week. ‘Plainsman’ (reissue) _re- 
placed, opening Monday (2). Fair 
$£50 indicated. 

Goplexs (Par-Singer) (998; 28) 
*hicGinty’ (Par). Getting much 
p aise from critics agd customers. 
jeaded for very good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), $2,- 
200, light. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 39- 


4¢-55)—Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Funz- 
a‘ire’ with Benny Meroff band on 
& age. Timely booking of stage 


show because of State Fair visitors | 


fiom teriitory’s small towns. May 
reach big $14,000, Last 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col), 
very good. 

State ‘(Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
4°)—Rhythm River’ (Par). Ac- 
claimed one of best Bing Crosby 
oferings and got heavy advertising 
cimpaign. Good $8,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), $10,- 
OU0, very big. 


$8,100, 


Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
*Hiardy Debutante’ (M-G). First 
neighborhood showing. Big $4,400 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Heaven 


Tso’ (WB), $4,000, very good. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350: 
23-39-44-55)—‘Our Town’ (UA) (2d 
wk.). 
rade house. May go still another 
week. Heading for slow $1,600. Last 
week, fair $1,800. 


NO OMAHA PANICS: 





‘RHYTHM’ FAIR $9,000 





Omaha, Sept. 3. 
The Orpheum is in a comparative 
slump with ‘The Man I Married,’ 
cualed, which will get only fair $9,- 


0c0, even with holiday sandwiched 
in. This is a big drop from last 
week's $17,000 with ‘Funzafire’ unit 


and ‘Gold Rush Maisie.’ 

The Omaha wiil hold up only 
airly for $9,000 with ‘Rhythm on 
the River’ and ‘Those Were tlhe 
Days,’ while the Brandeis will wind 
up with no more than $6,000 with 
“Lucky Partners’ and ‘Military Acad- 
emy.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- 
40)—‘Man Married’ (20th) and 
“Round Mountain’ (Par). Around 


fair $2,000, a big comedown from '! 
(10-46-55), | 


last week. Last week 
“Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) plus 
— stage unit, over $17,000, 
ig. 


40)—Rhythm’ River’ (Par) 


| bad at $6,000. 


week, | 


A natural for this carriage- |} 





| wk.), got a little under $8,000. 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—Lucky Partners’ (RKO) 
and ‘Military Academy’ (Col). Not 
Last week, ‘Snow 





White’ (RKO) plus Disney shorts | 
and ‘Dr. Christian Women’ (RKO), | 
$5,000, fair. 


State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) and ‘Girl God's 
Country’ (Rep), split with ‘Brother 
Orchid’ Aw and ‘Dr. Kildare’s 
Case’ (M-G). Pretty good $1,800. 
last week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) 
and “Three Faces West’ (Rep), split 
with ‘Hot Steel’ (U) and ‘Flight 
Angels’ (WB), fair $1,400. 

Tewn ‘Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Son Roaring Dan’ (U), ‘King 
Lumberjacks’ (WB) and ‘Earl Pen- 
diestone’ (Rep), triple split with ‘On 
Spot’ (Mono), ‘Texas Steers’ (Rep) 
and ‘Man Monterey’ (WB), and 


‘Millionaire Playboy’ (RKO) and /! 
‘Full Confessigr®? (RKO). Good $1,- 


400. Last week, ‘One Man’s Law’ 
(Indie), "Somewhere Sonora’ (WB) 
and ‘Madmen Europe’ (Col), split 


three ways with ‘Double Alibi’ (U), 
‘There Goes Groom’ (U) and ‘Bor- 
der Patrolman’ (Cap), and ‘My Son’ 
(UA) and ‘Divorcement’ (RKO), 


(ordinary $1,200. 


Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 


berg) (950-600-300; 25) — ‘Scatter- 
brain’ (Rep) first-run, and ‘Girl 
God’s Country’ (Rep), split with 
‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and ‘Tom 
Brown’ (RKO), Headed for good 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Four Sons’ 


(20th) and ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G), 
split with ‘Seven Gables’ (U), ‘Black 
Friday’ (U) and ‘Shooting High’ 
(20th), fair $1,000. 


‘Correspondent’ 
Neat With $9,800 


In Indianapolis 





Indianapolis, Sept. 3. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 

It's State Fair Week here and 
lot of coin is headed away from the 
downtown section towards the fair- 
grounds on the north side of the 
city. Some of the sodbusters get 
tired dogs in the middle of the day 
and come to town to swell matinee 
biz, but on the whole total gross 
downtown suffers. 


Loew’s is turning in a better than 


average week with ‘Foreign Corre- 
spondent’ dualled with ‘Girls of the 
Road.’ Indiana is also healthy with 
|‘Rhythm on the River’ and ‘Golden 
Gloves.’ 

Loew's started out a couple of 
weeks in advance of play date on 


| 


papers and radio interviews. 
hair-dos and dresses. 
national color assist ads. 


classified readers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) 


and ‘Queen Mob’ (Par). 
Last week, ‘Dalton’s Rode’ 
‘Not So Tough’ (U), fair $7,400. 


40)—‘Rhythm 
‘Golden Gloves’ 


River’ (Par) 
(Par), All 


given to Crosby for nice $9,000. Last go to Ritz for second week. 
(RKO) and 
,| disappointment at $10,000. 


week, ‘Lucky Partners’ 
|‘Cross Country 
fair $7,500. 


Romance’ (RKO) 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) Partners’ 
—Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) and 
Helped by good 
Last week 


“Girls Road’ (UA) 
campaign to good $9,800. 


(31-40-54), ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), 
third week, with upped prices, a 
winner with $7,800. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40) — 


‘Young People’ (20th) and ‘La Conga 


Nights’ on siage. Shirley Temple no 
help; red $8,500. Last week, ‘Man 
Married’ (20th) and Ritz Brothers 


heading vaude, good $12,500. 


| 
‘Heaven’ Fine $5,000 In 





Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 3. 

With the new Varsity reopened, 
starting off with ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too,’ opposition threw the 
booking availability into competi- 
tion, which, despite the State Fair, 
is beating a merry b,o. ‘tune. 

Lincoln has ‘Rhythm on the River,’ 
and ‘Lucky Partners’ was placed di- 
‘rectly across street from the Varsity 
at the Stuart. 

Varsity opening finds the L. L. 


(Tristates) (2,000; 10-25- | Dent organization in its strongest | romp, 
and | position on product since coming | week here. 


| ‘Foreign Correspondent’ with a per- 
|sonal trip to town of Laraine Day, 
| who got reader and art space in the 
Also 
garnered current co-op ads on shoes, 
Helnved by 

Joe Hal- 
loran also has deal with Star to ex- 
change half-page display per week 
|in return for ducats given to sheet's | 


(2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Par) 
Thin $5,500. 
(U) and 


{ WUndiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 


and 
credit | Around $15,000 looked for and should 


Lincoln; Varsity Reopens 


with his opposition, J. H. Cooper 
| This puts RKO, Col, half UA, half 
Warners, Mono and Rep with Dent. 
Estimates for This Week 
Lincoln (Cooper-Paramount) (1,- 


James’ (20th), six days, $3,500, fair. 
Nebraska (Cooper-Paramourt) (1,- 
(M-G) and 


'503: 10-28-39-44)—Rhythm River’ 
(Par). Crosby heading for excel- 
ilent $4,300. Last week, ‘Frank 


236: ,10-20-28)—'Escape’ 


tom Raiders’ (M-G) and ‘Courageous 


Christian’ (RKO). Good last half, 
total $2,700. Last week, ‘Queen 
Mob’ (Par) and ‘Western Stars 


(Par), split with ‘Tear Gas Squad’ 
(Par) and ‘Adventuress’ (20th), all 
right $2,200. 

Stuart (Cooper-Paramount) (1,884; 
10-28-44)—"Lucky Partners’ (RKO). 
Doing very good, $3,800 possible. 
Last week, ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) 
and ‘Midnight Paris’ unit on stage, 
three days, pretty fair $2,200, fol- 
|lowed by ‘Great McGinty’ (Par), 
| five days, light $1,200. 

Variety (L. L. Dent-Westland) (1,- 
| 017; 10-20-28)—‘Capt. Caution’ (UA) 
‘and ‘Hot Steel’ (U). Gsod $2,300. 
|Last week, ‘Two Thoroughbreds’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Marines Fly High’ 
(RKO), fair $1,800. 

Varsity (L. L. Dent-Westland) (1,- 
100: 10-28-44)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). 
Coupled with opening of theatre and 
will hit fine $5,000, 


‘HAWK’ SMASH 








Pittsburgh, Sept. 3. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Cash-registers ringing merrily for 
holiday week and, with cooler, semi- 
rainy weather to keep most every- 
| body in town, biz is booming every- 
|where. Weekend generally was a 
| knockout and impetus should result 
‘in sock grosses all along the line. 
| Stanley’s way in front with ‘Sea 


| Hawk’ and getting heavy sugar on 
| increased admission prices, while ‘I 
| 





Love You Again,’ at Warner, follow- 
ing big fortnight at Stanley, is show- 
ling spectacular consistency, giving 
that house its best h.o. opening day 
in years. It’s hold-overs for both of 
them at same spots. ‘Rhythm on 
| River’ picking up smartly at Penn 
|with good notices and favorable 
| word-of-mouth; ‘Return of Frank 
| James’ giving Alvin its best week in 
|months, and h.o.’s of ‘Boys From 
Syracuse’ and ‘Lucky Partners’ at 
| Fulton and Ritz, respectively, hold- 
ing up well. 

For ‘Sea Hawk,’ Stanley grabbed 
36 big window displays all over 
i|town, cashed in on critics’ showing 
'and had a series of fencing contest 
|at County Fair with an Errol Flynn 
trophy to the winner. Latter event 
|newsreeled and clips shot to every 
| WB house in the territory. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Frank James’ (20th). Cinch to stick 
second week. Got head start on other 


houses, opening Wednesday (25) and | 


| grabbed couple of big days before 
competish was launched, then shot 
back into high over Labor Day week- 


end and shouldn’t have any trouble | 


winding up around $10,500, very 
good. Last week, 
(20th), n.s.h., the Temple farewelier 
doing only around $3,300. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) (2d wk). Slid- 
ing to $2.900 on holdover week. 
Opening stanza was better than 
$5,400. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—Rhythm River’ (Par). Well- 
liked generally, with Crosby at his 
best and Oscar Levant, a Pitts- 
burgher, helping to bring them in. 


Last 
week, ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), a 
Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)--—‘Lucky 
(RKO). Despite picture’s 
indifferent showing at Penn, Loew- 


WB pool ftigured that with Labor | 
Day Colman-Rogers names would be 
better draw than any of usual twin- 


bill stuff that comes this way. They’re 
right, too, inasmuch as it looks like 
$3,200, very gdod for this spot. Last 
week, ‘Millionaires Prison’ (RKO) 


and ‘River’s End’ (WB), awful $1,100. | 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-39-59)— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Upped scale will 
result in plenty of extra revenue. Sea 
| spectacle certain to top by several 
| grand anything WB deluxer has ever 
done with a picture. <A cinch to get 
$25,000. and may even go beyond that. 
Stays for second week (6 days), with 
house reiurning to vaud Sept. 12. 
Last week, second of ‘Love Again’ 
(MG), great $14,000. 
| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Love Again’ (M-G). No stopping the 
Powell-Loy comedy, which looks 
headed for biggest total first - run 
gross of year here, Without any 
announcement at all, moved here di- 
rect from Stanley and got $1,200 on 
| first day, top h.o. take in years at 
{this spot. Should get $10,000 in a 
which means still another 
Last week, ‘Queen Des- 


$25,000 IN PITT 


‘Young People’ | 





‘Partners’ Dual Nice 
$9,700 in Denver 


Denver, Sept. 3. _ 
‘Kit Carson’ not only took more 
money on its opening night here than 
“ny other preem night locally, but 
broke records for the week. With 
$7,000 on opening night at six houses 
and huge biz at the Denver, film did 
over $20,000 on the week and moved 
to the Aladdin. ‘Rhythm on River, 
above average at Denham in second 
week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-49)—‘Boys 
From Syracuse’ (U) after a week at 
the Denver. Fair $3,500. Last week, 
‘Frank James’ (20th), after a week 
at the Denver, did nice $4,000. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Love You Again’ (M-G), after two 
weeks at the Orpheum, and ‘We Who 
Are Young’ (M-G), after a week at 
the Orpheum. Good $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G), after 
a week at the Orpheum, did a nice 
$3,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Rhythm River’ (Par) (2d 


wk). Nice $6,500. Last week, very 
nice $9,000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 


‘Kit Carson’ (UA) ‘(world premiere) 
and ‘Chan Wax Museum’ (20th). 
Bang-up $15,000; plus $5,000 at other 
houses on opening nite. Last week, 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Queen of 
Mob’ (Par) good $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), and ‘Mil- 
lionaires in Prison’ (RKO). Neat 
$9,700. Last week, ‘Love You Again’ 
(M-G) (2d wk) and ‘We Who Are 
Young’ (M-G), good at $9,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Secret 


Seven’ (Coll. Okay $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Money and Woman’ (WB) 
and ‘South to Karango’ (U) good 
$4,000. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—Frank 
James’ (20th), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Laugh- 
ing at Danger’ (Mono). Fine $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Daltons’ (U), after a 
week at the Paramount, and ‘Love, 
Honor and Oh, Baby’ (U) good 
$2,000. 


Temple, Barnet 


AndStripper Big 
$19,000 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Sept. 3. 

Jive still spells b.o. gold for RKO 
Palace, swinging back to vaude with 
Charlie Barnet’s orchestra and 
‘Young People’ plus Rosita Royce in 
season-opening combo that’s getting 
j}all of the top breaks. Initial three 
days caught just enough rain to keep 
holiday trade in town, building up 
near-capacity crowds of Barnet 
|jivers who are whooping up biz past 
| $19,000. 





| Propittous showers also doing ex- | 


ceptionally well for Hipp’s ‘Lucky 
Partners,’ with a moveover to Allen 
cinched. ‘Foreign Corresponaent’ 
|is giving it a tough race at State, 
'and ‘Love You Again’ is heading for 
| some kind of Stillman record on 
|fourth stanza. 

} Estimates for This Week 
| Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 
35)—‘Scatierbrain’ (Rep) and 
tons Rode’ (U) (2d run). 
ing at $2.600. Last week, ‘Faces 
| West’ (Col) (2d run), okay $1,900. 

Allen (RKO) (30-35-42-55 )—‘Frank 
| James’ (20th). Shiftover from Hipp 
collecting nice $4,500 Last week, 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U), ditto. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700: 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO). Colman- 
Rogers names sold to the skies and 
being rewarded with heavy matinees 
by shoppers; $15,000 easy. Last 
week, ‘Frank James’ (20th), slowed 
| to fair $11,000. 

Palace (RKO) 
66 )—‘Young 


10-20- 
‘Dal- 


(3,200: 30-35-42-55- 
People’ (20ih), Charlie 
Barnet’s orch and Rosita Royce. 
Given excellent getaway by wet 
holidays, this unit’s breaking in 
vaude season auspiciously. Dove- 
|dancer’s sexy ballyhoo landed fea- 
ture space, which doesn’t jive with 
Shirley Temple's family. However, 


will hit swell $19,000. Last week, 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) just dross at 
| $5,000. 


| State (Loew's) (3.450: 30-35-42-55) 
'— ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). 

Hynotizing both press and patrons. 
| Exploitation not keyed right, run- 
'ning into natives’ phobia against war 

themes, yet getting smart $15,500. 
| Slated for moveover. 


Fine go-| 


Last week, | Gold 


Philly's Big Labor Day Week Giving ra 
‘Boom’ Terrific 376; ‘Partners, 166 





Philadelphia, Sept. 3. 

Storms in Jersey, which kept 
thousands of Philadelphians in town 
for the Labor Day weekend helped 
boost downtown film biz this sesh, 
Big-time product, headed by ‘Boom 
Town,’ also providing the ammunie 
tion for one of the best Labor Day 
weeks in recent history. 

The Gable-Tracy-LaMarr-Colbert 
super-colossal is heading for an all- 
time record at the Earle—surpass- 
ing even the lush weeks when the 
house was featuring name bands 
plus pix. Also in the chips are 
‘Lucky Partners,’ ‘Sea Hawk,’ ‘He 
Stayed for Breakfast’ and ‘Love You 
Again.” Weakie of the week ig 
“Young People’ at the Fox. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (2d wk.). Drop- 
ping a bit after opener, but still in 


the black with $8,000. Last week, 
bright $12,000. 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46- 


57)—‘Pride Prejudice’ «(M-G) ‘2d 
run) (2d wk.). Socko $4.000. Equale 
ly hefty $4,500 for opening turn. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (3d wk.). Going 
strong with surprising $14,000 for 
third round. Second week's trip 
clicko $17,000. ° 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 46-57-73)-—+ 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Midnight 
show Sunday night plus advanced 
prices (Labor Day: 73c all day 
sending this one sky high, with 
smashing $37,000 in offing. Last 
week (35-46-57-68), ‘Stayed Break- 
fast’ (Col), profitable $13,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Young People’ (20th). Only weak 
sister at pallid $11,000. Last week, 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB), good $14,500, 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
wk.). Plenty of zing in the Loye 
Powell starrer at $5,300. Follows 
good $6,000 last sesh. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970: 35-46-57-68) 
|—'Frank James’ (20th) ‘2d run), 
| Just nicks par for $4,400. Last week, 
| ‘Syracuse’ (U), mediocre $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68} 
—Lucky Partners’ (RKO). Getting 
the backwash of the heavy biz with 
neat $16,000. Last week, ‘Staved 
Breakfast’ (Col), day-dating with 
Earle for solid $14,700. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)» 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) (2d run), 
Holding fast pace with good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Golden Fleecing’ ‘M-G), 
so~so $4,000 for initial run. 


BOOM TOWN’ CUSHING 
GREAT $20,000 IN PROV, 


Providence, Sept. 3. 
Stocked to attract the Labor Day 
weekend biz, all local mzin stands 
| are pacing for hefty grosses. ‘Boom 
| Town,’ at Loew’s State, heads the 
| list, and is followed by ‘The Sea 
| Hawk,’ at Majestic, ‘Lucky Partners,’ 














reopening RKO Albee, and ‘Rhythm 
;}on the River,’ at Strand. 

‘He Stayed for Breakfast’ is in 
its second downtown week after 
switch from Loew’s to Carlton 


| Hurricane which threatened 
throughout Sunday to hit Rhode 
|\Island drove thousands from _ the 


seashores back to the city, giving an 
additional boost to main stem biz. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
| ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Chris- 
'tian Women’ (RKO). Fall reopener 
looks promising for $7,000. 

|} Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and 
‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) (2d run) 


Competition strong, but duo head- 
ing for good $2,200. Last week, 


‘Frank James’ (20th) and 


Windy 


Poplars’ (RKO) (2d run), fair $1,- 
800. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Gir} 
Avenue A’ (20th) and ‘Oklahoma 
Renegades’ (Rep). With plenty te 
attract the juve trade, house is look- 
ing for nice $3,500. Last week, 


| ‘Black Diamonds’ (U) and ‘Bad Boy’ 
(Indie), good $3,000. 

| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
* (WB). Building nicely 


| ‘Sea Hawk’ 
| for swell $8,500. Last week, ‘Flow- 
| ing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Money Woman’ 
| (WB), so-so $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
|“Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col). Stand has a gusher 
in this one, with all indications 
pointing to sky-high $20,000. Last 
| week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and 
Rush Maisie’ (M-G), swell 


‘Capt. Caution’ (UA), six days, only | $14,000. 


| fair $8,000, 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Love Again’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Great $6,000, and could go another 


den Gold’ (Par). 


Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Rhythm on River’ (Par) and ‘Hid- 
House happy with 


$7,000. Last week, ‘Coming Round 
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*Those Days’ (Par). Will hit around | here six years ago. 


RKO has just | tiny’ (RKO) and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB),/ round, but would jazz up the house’s| Mountain’ (Par) and ‘Married Ad- 
$9,000, fair. Last week, ‘Love Again’ | sold Dent, after more than 10 years | n.g. $2,700. | . 7" 


isked, Last week, third, great $9,000.| venture’ (Par), weak $4,500. 
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SIXTEEN 


And he’s always been kissed (by Miss 





Box-office!) Now watch the love feast of 
1940-41 during which M-G-M will pro- 
duce a minimum of 44 and a maxi- 


mum of 52 pictures. 


(Next page for the line-up!) 
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HERE ARE 
PICTURES TO 
ENTER IN 
YOUR 
-DATE-BOOK! 


Our friendly customers know from previous years that in listing a new season 





prospectus we reserve the right to make changes. Our mutual aim is to get the 
best ultimate results and any deviation from the following would only be in the 
interests of making the best pictures possible. We will let our record speak for 
that. These pages reveal the greatest listing of entertainments and star values 
in the history of the Friendly. Company. Here are the materials from which 
M-G-M’s new season productions will be drawn. The Friendly Company has 
the pictures and it’s the easiest company to do business with! 


ESCAPE (book)... Ethel Vance’s sensational best-seller, 
flaming with a daring romance that made it the most 
talked-about novel of the year. Starring Norma Shearer 
and Robert Taylor with Conrad Viedt, Nazimova, Felix 
Bressart, Albert Basserman, Phillip Dorn, Bonita Granville 
and Blanche Yurka. Mervyn LeRoy directs from screen 
iplay by Arch Oboler and Marguerite Roberts. 
ae 

WYOMING... spectacular outdoor drama filmed in the 
heart of the rugged West’s most breath-taking beauty, 
‘starring Wallace Beery with Leo Carrillo,Ann Rutherford, 
Lee Bowman, Joseph Calleia, Paul Kelly, Bobs Watson, 
Marjorie Main. and Henry Travers. Richard Thorpe di- 
rects from ‘original story by Jack Jevne and screen play 
by Jack Jevne and Hugo Butler. 


DR. KILDARE GOES HOME... further adventures 
in this series which is becoming increasingly popular 
and beloved by audiences everywhere, featuring Lionel 
Barrymore, Lew Ayres, Laraine Day, John Shelton, Gene 
Lockhart, Nat Pendleton, Samuel Hinds, Alma Kruger, 
Emma Dunn, Walter Kingsford, Nell Craig and Cliff 
Danielson. Harold Bucquet directs from screen play by 
Willis Goldbeck and Harry Ruskin from original story 
by Max Brand. 


(STRIKE UP THE BAND... smashing successor to 
«BABESIN ARMS”, tuneful parade of youth starring Mickey 
Rooney and Judy Garland with Paul Whiteman and his 
Orchestra, June Preisser, William Tracy, Larry Nunn 
and hundreds of their pulchritudinous pals. Hit song 
“Our Love Affair.” Busby Berkeley directs from original 
screen ‘play by John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finklehoffe. 


‘THE PHILADELPHIA STORY (play)... Phillip Barry’s 
stage success that ran a solid year on Broadway, brought 
to the screen starring Cary Grant, Katharine Hepburn, 
James Stewart with John Howard, Roland Young, John 
Halliday, Mary. Nash, Virginia Weidler, Ruth Hussey. 
George Cukor difects. 


SKY MURDER ... thrilling sequel to Nick Carter’s 


earlier adventures, with this immortal detective hero 
again portrayed by Walter Pidgeon with Donald Meek, 


Karen Verne, Edward Ashley, Joyce Compton, George 
iLessey, Tom Neal, Chill Wills and Tom Conway.’ 


George Seitz directs. 
£ 


DULCY (play)...Only Ann Sothern could do justice to 
the flippety heroine of this famous play by George S. 
Kaufman and Marc Connelly. The comedy cast includes 
Tan Hunter, Reginald Gardiner, Lynne Carver, Roland 
Young, Billie Burke and Dan Dailey, Jr. S. Syivan Simon 
directs from screen play by Albert Mannheimer, Jerome 


Chodorov and Joseph A, Fields. 


THIRD FINGER, LEFT HAND... Lionel Houser’: 
madcap romance of a self-sufficient young lady who pre- 
tends to have a husband... until a husband shows up to 
claim his bride. Starring Myrna Loy with Melvyn Douglas 
Lee Bowman, Donald Meek, Felix Bressart, Raymond 
Walburn, Bonita Granville, Sidney Blackmer, Ann 
Morriss, Halliwell Hobbes and May McAvoy. Robert Z. 


Leonard directs. 
* 

BITTERSWEET (play).. Thrilling musical romance, con- 
‘sidered Noel Coward’s most distinguished achievement, 
filmed in radiant Technicolor as a starring vehicle for 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy, with Ian Hunter, 
George Sanders, Felix Bressart, Curt Bois, Sig Rumann, 
Fay Holden, Lynne Carver, Edward Ashley, Diana Lewis 
land Herman Bing. W. S. Van Dyke II directs. 


LITTLE NELLIE KELLY (play) «+» George M. Cohan’s 
memorable New York stage hit, a-kindle with such nos- 
talgic tunes as “You Remind Me of Your Mother” and 
“Everybody Works But Father.” Judy Garland is in the 
title role, with George Murphy, Charles Winninger, 
Douglas McPhail and Arthur Shields in the cast, 
Norman Taurog directs. 
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HULLABALOO ..... Hilarious moments backstage in a 
radio station with the inimitable Frank Morgan heading 
the fun-making cast including Virginia Grey, Dan Dailey, 
Jr. Ann Morriss, Donald Meek, Felix Bressart, Leni Lynn 
and Larry Nunn. Edwin L. Marin directs from an origi- 
nal story by Nat Perrin and Dorothy Yost. 


MARX BROTHERS GO WEST... the mad Marxes 
don boot and saddle to invade the rip-roarin’ gold gulches 
where men are men and women are blondes. The Marx 
Brothers tried and tested their material before audiences 
as they did with “A Night at the Opera.” Edward Buzzell 
directs, with cast including Marion Marin, Diana Lewis 


and Walter Woolf King. 


TWO SONS... dramatic story of a power-loving 
District Attorney and how the inspiring influence of his 
children tips the scales of justice in favor of an inno- 


cent man. 
e 


A WOMAN'S FACE (play) . . . powerfully poignant 
drama of a woman’s quest for beauty after a life of dis- 
figurement. Starring Joan Crawford in the adaptation 
of the French play by Francois de Croisset., 


MAISIE WAS A LADY... Ann Sothern’s rising 
popularity in this now-famous screen character will be 
further enhanced in a sparkling new story. 


FLIGHT COMMAND ..... Spectacular Navy aviation 
drama, thrill-packed with spine-tingling exploits of 
America’s mighty air armadas, starring Robert Taylor 
with Walter Pidgeon, Ruth Hussey, Paul Kelly and John 
Shelton. Frank Borzage directs from original story by 
Commander Harvey S. Haislip and John Sutherland. 


SING SING.. .teeming prison drama, based upon the 
story by Jonathan Finn and Harold Friedman, starring 
Clark Gable as the warden who dared to bring humani- 
tarianism into his grim duty. 

a 


NEW HARDY FAMILY PICTURES... Continuance. 
of the top entertainment quality in this outstanding 
family series, with Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Fay 
Holden, Cecilia Parker, Ann Rutherford, Sara Haden in 
their familiar roles, based upon the famous characters 
created by Aurania Rouverol. 

& 


ZIEGFELD GIRL... glamorous cavalcade of American 
beauty, based upon story by William Anthony McGuire, 
starring Hedy Lamarr, Judy Garland and Lana Turner. 


NIGHT IN BOMBAY (book)...starring Joan Crawford 
in Louis Bromfield’s newest romantic novel, a fascinat- 
ing story of a girl and two men against the exotic lure 
of India. 


EX-MAYOR OF BOYS TOWN .. 


. sequel to the 


smash screen hit of last year, “BOYS TOWN", with 


Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney again starred. 


1 MARRIED AN ANGEL (play) . . . starring Jeanette 
MacDonald and Nelson Eddy in the musical romance 
that thrilled Broadway, based upon the play by John 
Vaszary with book and lyrics by Rodgers and Hart. 


THIN MAN’S SHADOW... starring William Powell 
and Myrna Loy in another adventure of the celebrated 
screen detective, based upon the famous characters cre- 
ated by Dashiell Hammett. 


WITCH OF THE WILDERNESS (book) .. . stirring 
romantic drama of what happens when sophisticated 
men and women find themselves facing primitive peril, 
starring Clark Gable and Lana Turner, based upon the 
novel by Desmond Holdridge. 


THE YEARLING (book)...Marjorie Kinnan Rawling’s 
Pulitzer prize novel that has become one of America’s 
literary masterpieces within a span of two best-selling 
years, the homespun tale of a man and a boy and a deer, 
to be filmed in Technicolor with Spencer Tracy starred. 
Directed by Victor Fleming of “Gone With the Wind”’ 
fame. 

s 
TONIGHT AT 8:30 (play)... starring Norma Shearer. 
Noel Coward’s sensational international hit. 

2 


THE WORLD WE MAKE (play) . . . starring Norma 
Shearer and George Raft in the screen presentation of 
Sidney Kingsley’s Theatre Guild stage production, based 
upon the Millen Brand novel, “Outward Room.” 


TROPICAL HURRICANE... sultry romance in the 
jungles, starring Robert Taylor and Ann Sothern. Story 
by Wilson Collison. 

e 
TORTILLA FLAT (book)... John Steinbeck’s fascinating 
portrayal of a quaint people, with Spencer Tracy starred 
in one of the most appealing characterizations of his 


brilliant career. 
a 


BABES ON BROADWAY .... the bonfire team of 
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland invades Broadway 
with an army of youth and talent that brings back. the 
bright lights to the old White Way. 


COME LIVE WITH ME... Hedy Lamarr and James 
Stewart teamed in a timely comedy of a beautiful refugee 
who seeks an American home. Clarence Brown directs 
from a story by Virginia Van Upp and Patterson McNutt. 


DAWN ’S EARLY LIGHT... starring Robert Taylor in 
the brilliant pageant of American history authored by 
Dorothy Thompson and Fritz Kortner. 


FEELING LIKE A MILLION ... bringing back the 
good old days of vaudeville, starring Eleanor Powell and 
Ann Sothern in a story by Jack MacGowan. 


BLOSSOMS IN THE DUST... story by Ralph 
Wheelwright of a woman whose inspiring life is dedi- 
cated to thousands of motherless children for whom she 
has found happy homes. Starring Greer Garson in a 
role recalling her famous Mrs. Chips characterization 


BILLY THE KID (book) ... action drama of the South- 
west’s famous desperado. From the novel by Walter 


Noble Burns. 


(continued on following page) 
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LULU (book) . . . Booth Tarkington’s “Presenting Lily 
Mars,” story of the playwright who wrote his dreams... 


and fell in love with his dream girl. Starring LanaTurner. 
* 


TARZAN .. . Edgar Rice Burroughs’ famous jungle 
romance flames with new action thrills. Johnny 


Weissmuller and Maureen O'Sullivan are featured. 
a 


SLIGHTLY MARRIED...starring Robert Montgomery 


in a madcap matrimonial mixup that starts when a 


husband and wife decide to test each other’s fidelity. 
= 


MARRIED BACHELOR... story by Manny Seff of a 
marital relations expert who diagnoses his own domestic 


troubles. William Powel] and Myrna Loy star. 
e 


DR. EPHRAIM McDOWELL ... stirring saga of a 
pioneer physician who brings scientific enlightenment 
to a world of darkness and pestilence. Spencer Tracy 


will star. 
a 


HOW TO WIN FRIENDS AND INFLUENCE 
PEOPLE (book)... Dale Carnegie’s famous book to be 


brought to the screen with an all-star comedy cast. 
7 


THE WORLD’S OUR OYSTER ... based upon the 
famous Get-Rish-Quick-Wallingford character. Starring 
Clark Gable and Myrna Loy. 

e 


COMBAT CAR... drama of the army’s mechanized 
forces, by Lawrence Kimble, with Wallace Beery starred 
as the veteran cavalry sergeant who has to give up his 


beloved horses for tanks. 
cs 


THE MAN ON AMERICA’S CONSCIENCE... dra- 
matic story by Alvin Meyer and Lowell Brodeaux. The 
tragic life of President Andrew Johnson who followed 
Abraham Lincoln into the White House only to face 
impeachment when he struggles to preserve the doctrines 
of the Great Emancipator. Spencer Tracy will star. 
























































THE YOUNGEST PROFESSION (book) . . . by Lillian 
Day. This is a story of fans’ adoration of film stars. Judy 
Garland plays the role of the star-struck youngster who 


launches a fan club. J 


GET A HORSE...comedy-drama by Herman Mankiewicz 
and Albert Shelby Levino, of the early days in the 
automobile industry. Starring Wallace Beery. 

= 
ARGENTINA... .the Marx Brothers become wild men 


of the Pampas. ‘ 


SEA OF GRASS (book) ... saga of America’s great 
wheat fields, from the novel by Conrad Richter, starring 
Spencer Tracy and Myrna Loy. 


STRANGE HONEYMOON (play) . . . by Jacques 
Deval, starring William Powell and Myrna Loy in a Sun 
Valley setting, where two divorced couples meet in pur- 


suit of happiness .. . and to escape each other. 
& 


WINGS ON HIS BACK ... Myles Connelly’s story 


of a barnstorming aviator who writes love letters in the 


sky. Starring Jimmy Stewart. 
e 


BEAU BRUMMEL (play)... Starring Robert Donat in 
a screen adaptation of the Clyde Fitch play of the 
Eighteenth Century gallant whose adventures won for 


him a pedestal in the history of world romance. 
- 


CAUSE FOR ALARM (book)...exciting novel by Eric 


Ambler of international espionage and its sinister effect 
upon the fate of the world today. 
@ 


RAGE IN HEAVEN (book)... James Hilton’s powerful 
novel of a bitterly disillusioned husband who seeks, 


through his own suicide, to entrap his faithless wife. 
* 


ROAD TO ROME (play) ... gay picturization of a 
modern Hannibal storming the gates of Rome, from the 
capricious play by Robert Sherwood. 


DON'T PLAY DREAMO FOR PRODUCT! 


Be sure with M-G-M in 1940-41! 
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Paris—In Memoriam 


——— 





Paris, Aug. 22. 
No buses or taxi transit, only 
metros (subways) and not much of 


those. 





Most department stores shuttered. 





‘Jews Not Wanted’ signs now ap- 
pearing in shops throughout France. 





Attempts being made to reopen 
the Comedie Francaise and Odeon. 





French national radio orchestra 
safe in non-occupied zone. 





All French papers now being pub- 
lished in Clermont-Ferrand. Ger- 
mans prohibited papers published in 
non-occupied zone crossing into oc- 
cupied territory, even if old and 
used to wrap packages. 





Report that National Lottery was 
discontinued has _ been 
Twelfth drawing presently on sale. 





= 


denied. | 





— Rydge Seeks MP. 


Sydney, Sept. 3. 
Norman B. Rydge, chairman of 
Greater Union Theatres, all-Austra- 
|lian film theatre circuit, is seeking 
a seat in the Australian parliament 
|in the September elections. 
| Robert Menzies, presently heading 
ithe United Australia Party in con- 
|trol in Australia, is seeking reelec- 
‘tion as premier, 





GOV'T CONTROL 
- SOUGHT FOR 
MEX PIX 


Deputy Tixier Vignancourt put in) 


charge of radio and cinema for 


Vichy government. 





Traffie lights again functioning in 


Paris, although traffic reduced nine- 
tenths. 





Famed Republican Guard band 
now at Clermont-Ferrand. Expected 
to resume concerts shortly. 





Bernard Fay, well known lecturer | 


and author and professor in the Col- 


lege de France, named administrator | 


of the National Library, replacing 
Julian Cain, formerly in charge of 
radio in the Ministry of Informa- 
tion. c 





All secret societies, such as the 


Masons, outlawed in France 





Folies Bergere expected to open 





soon with most clothed show in its 
history and with German m.c 
National Federation of Hotel 


Keepers met at Lyons to study con- 
ditions brought on by defeat, such as 
food and alcohol restrictions, prices 
and even tourism. Similar meeting 





held in Paris for hotel keepers of 
occupied zone. 
Hundreds of beautiful, expensive 


cars abandoned all 
Spanish frontier. 


along Franco- 


‘Les Hommes Nouveaux’ (New 
Men’), story of Marshall Lyautey’s 
conquest of Morocco by Claude Far- 
rere, revived in Vichy showcase. 

Popular front 40-hour work week 
now boosted to 51 hours. 

Sports making 
France, with 
pearing in 
ban. 


comeback in 
Jacques Brugnon ap- 
net tourney in Montau- 


For first time in history radio 
mike installed in French courtroom 
Placed in Riom Supreme Court to 
rebroadcast trial of French ‘respon- 
sibles’. 

French are confused by 
German broadcasts entitled 
reich Sagt ‘Neine’ Zum 
(France Says ‘No’ to Life’). Broad- 
caster explains that ‘France says 
no to soil, to peasant to plow, to 
child and mother. She says no to 
life. On our flag stands the sign 
of life, of the march into a new Eu- 
rope and in this sign we conquer.’ 
Talks begin each day at 6:30 p.m. 


latest 
‘Frank- 
Leben’ 





HOYTS-€UT DEAL SEEN 
POSSIBLE BY OCTOBER 


Melbourne, Aug. 14 
new perspective g0V- 
powers under law cover- 
manpower and finance control, 
indications are that stockholders in 
Hoyts will now agree to link with 
Greater Union as General Theatres. 
timed, so it’s learned, to operate 
around next October, or, failing this 
date, Jan. 1, 1941. 

: Inside has it that the 20th-Fox ma- 
jority interests in Hoyts are adding 
further pressure to link two loops. 


With a 
ernment’s 


ing 


on 





PERFECTS NEW CAMERA 
Tokyo, Aug. 15. 

A new camera for water scenes, 
developed in the photographic de- 
partment of the Asahi Newspaper 
(largest Jap newspaper in the Ori- 
ent), has been tested in the Japan 
Sea. 

It’s proved itself far superior to 
any other similar equipment, the 
Paper .claims. 


Mexico City, Sept. 3. 

Placing the pic industry under the 
direct control of the federal govern- 
| ment is urged in a resolution adopted 
'at the convention here of the national 
!cinematographic workers’ union. 
Workers declared that federalization 
of the biz is the only way to keep it 
from going entirely to pot. They 
figure that as federalization is en- 
abling the oil biz and the National 
Railways to keep going the same 
benefit will fall to films. 

The pic workers got the word of 
honor of Congressman A, Zapata 
| Vela, a friend of labor, who sat in on 
the sesions, that he will champion 
the federalization cause during the 
/new congress which got going Sept. 
1. The convention was blessed by 
Vicente Lombardo Toledano, Mexi- 
co's labor czar, who lauded the pic 
workers and what they are doing. 

The workers also determined 
again to remind the government of 
its promise, made some time ago, 
to lend coin and other aid toward 
founding a bank here to finance the 


pic biz. This bank and federaliza- 
tion, the workers argue, are about 
aii that are ieft to keep the biz 
going. 


London Furthers 
Plan for Gov't Aid 
To Pic Producers 


Lon@on, Aug, 22. 
Government's war-risk insurance 
vlan for picture makers is set and 
jetails are understood due for re- 
lease. So far as can be gathered, 
producers will be backed at a low 
premium, Scheme is to be confined 


to feature-length product, briefie 
makers being left for later consid- 
eration, if any. 

Basic principle of the insurance 


plan is to provide answer to back- 
ers unwilling to invest in British 
films while faced with war risk and 
upped production costs arising from 


delays and damage through enemy 
action. Government coin will idem- 
nify against all loss within these 


| categories—a type of policy commer- 
cial houses would sidestep or issue 
at an impossible premium rate. 


Aussies Push Goy’t Aid 
Sydney, Aug. 14. 


Looks as though home producers, 


vith bow-out of government coin for | 


feature-length pix, will further pres- 
sure government on finan- 
cial backing for shorts to be used as 
propaganda around this territory. 
This way is seen as only means to 
keep operating unless, of 
course, British producers accept in- 
their activities 


officials 


studios 
vitation to transfer 
here for the duration. 


20th’s Morgan in N. Y. 


William B. Morgan, managing di- 
rector of 20th-Fox’'s Paris office, ar- 
rived in New York by boat over the 
weekend. 

His arrival about washes up the 
company’s organization in France. 


Build Two New Mex. Theatres 
Mexico City, Sept. 3. 
comedy theatre and a 
5,000-capacity auditorium for the- 
atricals are be built here late 
this vear by the municipal govern- 

j mrent, 


A civic 


to 





London in Wartime 


London, Aug. 22. 
Les Allen, wife and child to Can- 
ada; likewise Al and Bob Harvey, 


A. D. Peters in exec job with the 
Ministry of Food. 





The Metropole (largest provincial 
hotel) and Grand, Brighton, have 
joined their fellow hostelry the 
Royal Albion, in shuttering ‘for the 
duration.’ 

Swaffer in the Daily Herald tells 
the story of a Guardsman swimming 
from the coast of Flanders with 
bombs dropping around him! ‘Thank 
God it isn’t raining,’ he ‘emarked to 
a pal, 





Variety and legit stars are organ- 
izing Sunday shows to raise money 
to purchase planes. 

Lady Yule and Oscar Deutsch are 
putting up $240,000 for pix, all of 
whose profits will be given to the 
British Red Cross. Film will be 
made by British National Films and 
distributed by Anglo - American 
Films. Jerry Freeman, managing 
director of latter, is staying in 
America to dispose of the American 
rights. 


AUSSIE RELENTS 
ON COIN FREEZE 


Sydney, Sept. 3. 

To prevent any decline in the 
vaudeville-revue field in New South 
Wales, imported artists will be per- 
mitted to take earnings out of Aus- 
tralia under governmental say-so. 
As a result of this relaxation of coin 
freezing, the Tivoli chain now hdpes 
to-maintain a steady flow of U, S. 
talent to this country. 

Tivoli circuit, major user of such 
talent, has had difficulty importing 
highgrade acts from U. S. Theatre 





outfit recently went on a looksee for | 


suitable acts among the local radio 
stations. 

Former rule, passed by the gov- 
ernment as a wartime measure, pro- 
hibited all imported artists, including 
British, from taking earnings out of 
Australia forthe duration of the 
war. Similar measure has operated 
in New Zealand for some time. Re- 
sult has been a fast ebbing of im- 
ported stars, with a complete shutout 
in New Zealand, 

Sir Ben Fuller also had some ideas 
of importing talent lined 
immediately nixed these when 
government issued its coin edict, 


British Outfit Piugs 
. Pix as Sales Factor 


On Exportable Mdse. 


London, Aug, 22. 
Merchandising via films is being 


heavily plugged by British Films In- | 


stitute in a drive on all export 
groups. Film appeal, as an interest- 
getter and ready-made salesman, is 
stressed by the Institute when con- 
tacting concerns active in export | 
trade but prevented from shipping 
samples either because of bulk or 


war measure limiting goods sent out 
of England for sales purposes. 
Standard footage and 16 mm. stuff 


for portable equipment are both 

| listed by BFI as ideal on the selling 
end at a time when overseas busli- 
ness is vital to country’s interest. 
Response to the drive understood 
to be bringing inquiries to pro- 
ducers and projector outfits. 


‘Bottle Party’ Club Also 





Is an Air-Raid Sheiter 


London, Sept. 3. 

Latest in air-raid shelters is set 
right down within the precincts of 
one of London's class niteries, the 
old Cosmo Club in filmdom’s War- 
dour street Place has been re- 
opened, after six years, as a ‘bottle 
party’ haunt, but at the outbreak of 
hostilities was officially designated 
as a public shelter during raids and 
continues to function so in addition 
to the more personal lure. 

Swank nitery 
paying guests; capacity 
shelter is listed at 330. 

There’s no cover charge for those 
only taking: shelter. 


its as a 


up, but | 
the | 


accommodates 250 





New Billing 


Madrid, Aug. 22. 
An indication of the times: 
The Hotel Francia, on the Gran 
Via (Road), has had its name 
changed to the Hotel Italia. 


YANKS FROWN 








PROPOSAL 


Suggestions that American film 
companies purchase Japanese gov- 
ernment bonds if they want to secure 
use of the money which has piled up 
from distributing pictures in Japan 
during the last 18 months has been 
coldly received by distributors in 


no coin from Japan since 1937, the 


ness up to the end of 1938 being for 
non-negotiable notes which aren't 
redeemable until 1941. 


Fact that Japan has allowed only a 
limited number of pictures to enter 
that country from U. S., 
| since early in 1939 any revenue from 
| these has been retained in Nipponese 
| territory, has prompted the cold- 
|shoulder attitude. Foreign depart- 
ment executives do not consider the 
Japanese market in itself that im- 
portant to continue operations if they 
;are not to receive the cash benefits. 
| Japanese market is rated as 1% to 
14°, of total foreign business. Mean- 
| time, Japanese currency has declined 
'in value, representing a further 
|paper loss for American film com- 
| panies. 





| 


Mexico Piqued at Its 
Hoodlums for Spoiling 
Fancy U. S. Tourist Biz 


Mexico City, Sept. 3. 
The American tourist trade to 
Mexico is now worth about $60,000.,- 


|000 (Mexican) annually. This sum 
ig the approximate amount left by 
some 150,000 annual tourists. And 


the pace would have been much bet- 
ter just now had not the summer of 
1940 been partly spoiled by the bad 
publicity Mexican gangsters gave 
their country during the recent elec- 
tions, Mexican 


business 


men are 

| understood to be considerably 

| piqued at the losses this element of 

the population inflicted upon the 
travel volume. 

Meantime Mexico anticipates bet- 

ter, more staple, conditions. Horserac- 


ing at Mexico City and other pleasure 
attractions for tourists are expected 
Gradual settlemeagt of the oil, rail- 
road and labor problems would also 
stimulate the influx of American 
money. Meantime there are 
evidences of the 
ment’s disposition to 

American ties Perhaps 
significant develonment of 


various 
Mexican govern- 
encourage 
the most 
1940 was 


the unprecedented act of the Mexi- 
can government in renting the 
Palacio de Bellas Artes, the $15.000 


000 national theatre, to an American 
traveling musical revue company, A 


B. Marcus, and the granting of mati- 
nee facilities in the same house to 
the so-called Pan-American theatre 
an English-speaking acting company 


of ‘little theatre’ 


In the case of the Marcus show the 
theatre was rented for the giveaway 
|price of 300 pesos ($60 American) 
a day, which scarcely pays for the 
lights. The English-speaking dra- 
matic company has the use of the 
same theatre, one of the finest in 
the world, for nothing. Latest pro- 
duction of the Pan-American group 
is a spoof on American schoolteach- 
ers who ‘discover’ Mexico. It is 
called ‘Manana Is Another Day.’ 


genre. 


London Chorines Boosted 
London, Aug. 22 
Agreement between Equity and 
managers boosts chorus wage to $23. 
i Means $8 more. 


ON JAP BOND © 


Antip Exhibs Depend on U. S. Cos. 
More Than Ever for Supplies With 
Slackening of British Production 





By ERIC GORRICK 


Sydney, Aug. 14. 

Fortunately zoned away from the 
actual war areas, Australian show 
biz is keeping up a very healthy 
tempo, and if tne war keeps out of 
the Pacific there is everv reason to 
believe that this temvo wili continue. 
Today, Aussie showmen are going 
about their business of providing on- 
tertainment for the public, 2nd. at 
the same time, assisting the govern- 
ment in every way to build the na- 
tion’s war resistance. 

Highly appreciative of U. S. aid, 
nevertheless the Aussie government 
as been forced to impose restric- 
tions in order to conserve dollar e::- 
change. Hence, U. S. distribs, the 
backbone of Aussie product supply, 
with no other option, have been com- 
pelled to leave 50° of rental earn- 
ings frozen here for the duration of 
the war. Radio, too, su-Tered very 
heavily when the government passed 
a law prohibiting the importation of 


_wax fare, and U. S. publishers also 


N. Y. U.S. distribs have received | 


_ ernment 
escrow plan agreed on to cover busi- 


took a heavy knock with the almost 


/complete wipeout of fan and pulp 


mags. 

While the public is with the gov- 
in its financial effort, as 
indicated by recent purchase of $44,- 


| 000,000 worth of war-saving certifi- 


cates, plus a huge flow of commer- 


cial and private wealth into long- 


and that | 


term loans, there’s still ample coin 
about for entertainments, with laugh- 
ter fare the most sought after. 


| Although the Aussies are strongly 


| Sea-lanes 


pro-British, nevertheless, 
main U. S. pic-minded. With the 
wide open, Australia is 
maintaining a constant flow of pri- 
mary products to England. 


U. S. the Mainstay 


Today, as never before, Aussie 
showmen are dependent upon the 
U. S. for product to keep open their 
1500 pic theatres, carrying invest- 
ments of some $160,000,000, and pro- 
viding entertainment for approxi- 
mately 5,000,000 weekly, due to the 
ease in British production. 

Coin freezing is one of war’s buga- 
boos to neutrals. Presently, there’s 
some local talk of U. S. distribs be- 
coming interested in the local pro- 
duction field in an endeavor to un- 
freeze coin presently held. It has 
been suggested that, with local 
studios stalled on production through 
lack of any further governmental 
assistance, a step-in by U. S. units 
to produce programmers for use here 
and elsewhere would be a timely 
move, one most pleasing to the gov- 
ernment, and probably being the 
means of overcoming the freeze situ- 
ation. Homebrew producers point 
out that, with Clipper air service 
taking six days from. U. S., a director 
and a couple of players could 
brought over for production without 
much time loss. 

Being far removed from air raid 
dangers has meant for Aussies a 
freedom from curfew re 
Ever since the outbreak 
houses have maintained 


they re- 


be 


complete 
trictions., 
of war pic 

(Cofitinued on page 48) 


FRENCH SURESEATER 
SWINGS TO SPANISH 


Fifth Avenue Playhouse (N. Y.) 
wings over to Spanish pictures this 
month, abandoning its old policy of 
French features and other European 


r 


make House will launch a season 
of Latin-American pictures’ with 
Time in the Sun, produced by Marie 
Seton from film photographed 
directed by the Ejisenstein-Tisse 
pedition to Mexico. 

S. M. Eisenstein, Russian director, 
compiled most of the footage several 
years ago. 


and 


ex- 


‘Rebecca’s’ 226 Creates 
4-Week Mex Precedent 


Mexico City, Sept. 3 


‘Rebecca’ (UA) grossed $22,000 in 
a solid run of four weeks at the 
Cine Teatro Alameda, swank local 
first-run house. 

Gross is extraordinary for these 


acutely devressed economic times in 


Mexico, Other pix have done better 
here, but in other times. Yet no 
other film has remained for four 
; weeks solidly at one stand here. 
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Who says 








FOREIEL 
is The Best| 








BUSINESS PROVES IT! 
NEW YORK CITY, RIVOLI... 


Nothing even closely approaches 
its sensational performance! This 
1,900 seat house plays to 90,000 
admissions for first week. Held over 
for indefinite long run. 


CLEVELAND, LOEW'S STATE... 


Tops season's best opening record. Moves 
over to Stillman for continuous first run. 


ROCHESTER, LOEW'S... 


Standing-room crowds cheer it at every 
performance! In four days it beat the 
average full week's gross by more than 50%. 


LOUISVILLE, LOEW'S STATE... 


Fourth day topples big opening day figure by 
$400. Continuous indefinitely at Brown Theatre 


ASBURY PARK, PARAMOUNT... 


New season's record falls to “Foreign Corres- 
pondent’’as picture holds over at the Mayfair. 


MONTREAL, LOEW'S... 


First four days beats any picture house has 
played for past year by $3,800. Held over! 


OTTAWA, ELGIN... 


Hits highest gross of any picture in two and 
ahalf years. Sunday all time record for money 
and attendance. Held over indefinitely. 


Walter Wanger presents 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


production. of 
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“A formidable contender for best movie 
of the year!” — Life Magazine 
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“Easily one of the finest pictures of the 
year! ws — Time Magazine 





The most sensational picture this re- 
viewer has seen this year. Wowie, what 


a movie!” 


—Louella Parsons, International News Service 


“You'll never see a more exciting movie 
for this is one of the real film events of 
1940! #4 — Liberty Magazine 


“One of the best pictures of the year!” 
—New York Herald-Tribune 


“It's the thriller of the year!” 
— New York World-Telegram 


“The most exciting film of the last six 


months!” 
— Dorothy Kilgailen, New York Journal-American 


ORELGH CORRESPONDENT 


) From ALFRED HITCHCOCK, who directed “Rebecca” 


JOEL M°CREA LARAINE DAY HERBERT MARSHALL GEORGE SANDERS ALBERT BASSERMAN ROBERT BENCHLEY. 


Released thu UNITED ARTISTS 
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The Howards of Virginia 


Columbia release of Frank Lloyd produc- 


tion; directed by Lieyd; Jack H. Skirball, 
associate producer. Stars Cary Grant and 
Martha Scott; features Sir Cedric Hard- 


Alan Marshal and Richard Carlson. 
by Sidney Buchman, from the 
Tree of Liberty,’ by Elizabeth 
Richard Hageman; camera, 
editor, Paul Weatherway; 
assistant director, William Tummel. Pre- 
viewed at the Astor, N. Y., Aug. 28, ‘40 
Running time, 115 MINS. 


PORES THOWOSS, 66 viccecsecceons 


wicke, 
Screenplay 
novel “The 
Page; score, 

Bert Glennon; 


Cary Grant 





Jane Peyton Howard.........Martha Scoit 
Fieetwood Peytor....Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Sey DUMORED, okra bnenedosesel Alan Marshal 
Thomas Jefferson.......... Richard Carlson 
Captain Jabez Allen....... ; Paul Kelly 
Toms NGO cceccccccccccccsess Irving Racon 
Aunt ClariggW.ccccesscces Elizabeth Risdon 
pe RST ....Ann Revere 
James Howar@ at 16........ Richard Alden 
Peyton Howard at 18......... Phil avlor 
Mary Howard at 17........... Rita Quigley 
pe Peo ePeocecve eevee: Libby Taylor 
PAtrickK TRORT...cccssocceses Richard Gaines 
George Washington......... George Houston 
Prologue 
SE TENORIO, 6 6 0:05.44 006040800 Ralph Byrd 
Matt Howard at 12........... Dickie Jones 
Tom Jefferson at 11. Buster Phelps 
NE fuss peenenee ese Wade Boteler | 
Susan Howard...... ecev secs sees Mary Field 
Colonel Jefferson.......... R. Wells Gordon 
Be ck se Ktdeccaneces Charles Francis 


As his contribution to the group of 
higher cost and potentially higher 
grossing films for the new fall sea- 


son, Frank Lloyd has produced ‘The | 


Howards of Virginia,’ a Colonial 
period melodrama dealing’ with 
events leading up to and through the 
Revolutionary War, starring the re- 
liable Cary Grant and the newcomer, 
Martha Scott. It is an elaborate, ex- 
pensive picture, replete with the 
production niceties and human-inter- 
est touches which distinguish the 
Lloyd output. 

Its principal concern, however, is 
about British oppression of the early 
American colonies, and the conse- 
quent uprising against tyranny. 
Coming to the public at the moment 
when current world events are draw- 
ing England and America into an in- 
ternational embrace of friendship 
and brotherly love, based on closest 
mutual interests, it would be diffi- 
cult to find a theme more out of tune 
with present emotions. 

A lobby display poster of Patrick 
Henry shouting for liberty or death 
in protest against British foreign 
policy stupidities doesn’t jibe with 
page-one news of united military 
hemisphere protection against Hitler. 
Somewhere in the philosophic back- 
ground of the picture there may be 
a parallel for patriotic contemplation, 
but it is never visible. “The How- 
ards of Virginia’ is propaganda in 
reverse English, a piece of baffling 
showmanship and an exhibitors’ box- 
office problem. 


As a film entertainment it is well 
above average in quality of produc- 
tion, acting and the mechanical ac- 
coutrements. Much of the action 
takes place in Virginia’s early capi- 
tal, Williamsburg, and Lloyd made 
many of the scenes in the recon- 
structed Colonial city, with its inter- 
esting buildings, walks and common 
Important debates are pictured in 
the House of Burgesses, and the fic- 
tional characters move easily in the 
company of the historically great, 
such as Thomas Jefferson and Patrick 
Henry. The photography through- 
out is excellent, and Richard Hage- 
man’s musical score shows careful 
research and expert timing. 

Plot is the familiar domestic con- 
flict between the youth of rugged 
backwoods upbringing and the dam- 
sel of high city breeding who join to 
battle the frontier dangers and sub- 
due its opportunities. Story is based 
on ‘The Tree of Liberty,’ by Eliza- 
beth Page. 

In the hero role, Grant gives a 
robust, convincing performance and 
carries the action at a rapid and ab- 
sorbing pace through the first half of 
the film. So long as the interest is 
centered on him and Miss Scott dur- 
ing their frontier experiences, the 
film has freshness, charm and a cer- 
tain boisterous humor, both in situa- 
tion and character. The dull stretch- 
es are the historical passages, the 
re-hash of the Stamp Act riots, and 
the Boston Tea Party. So intense is 
Sidney Buchman, the scenarist, in re- 
creating the causes of the Revolution 
that the lives and loves of his char- 
acters are smothered under march- 
ing redcoats, impassioned political 
debates and privations of Valley 
Forge. 

This is Miss Seott’s second major 
role in the past two months, and it’s 
a striking contrast to the heroine in 
‘Our Town.’ She has youth, looks 
and a potent sense of comedy in her 
favor. She gives a good perform- 
ance in a role that has many artifi- 
cial handicaps. 

Others 
static parts. Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
is a deadpan villain, Alan Marshal 


gives nothing to a ne’er-do-well, and | 
Richard Carlson makes Thomas Jer- | 
ferson a supporting player in events , 
which he fashioned and directed. | 


Lesser but satisfying bits are played 
by Elizabeth Risdon, Paul Kelly and 
Irving Bacon. 


Exhibitors who have this one on) 


their list might do well to start their 
campaigns far in advance of play- 
dates. Flin, 


| Move 


' Dr. Kildare Goes Home 


Hollywood, Aug. 28. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production aad re- 


lease Features Lew Ayres and Lionel 
Barrymore. Directed by Harold S. Bue- 
quet Screenplay by Harry Ruskin and 
Willis Geldbeck, based on original story 
ov Max Brand and Willis Goldbeck: 
camera, Harold Rosson; editor, Heward 
O'Neill, Previewed at Westweod Village, 
Aug. 27, '40. Running time: 78 MINS. 


..Lew Ayres 


Dr. James Kildare........ nh 
Lionel Barrymere 


Dr. Leonard Gillespie... 


Mary LM@mMOnt.ccrccccccecs . Laraine Day 
Dr. Stephen Kildare...... Samuel 8S. Hinds 
eee We kes s00000005 Gene Lockhart 
Dr. DavidSon.......ccceseceses John Shelton 
WASRRG, ccnceccvsccccceeses Nat Pendleton 
Mrs. Martha Kildare........ .Emma Dunn 
Molly Byrd. occccccsccscecsecs Alma Kruger 
Dr. Walter CareW.....-« Walter Kingsferd 
ete POPNOR:. + cdcccecdeseds ... Nell Craig 
i eek, » ccedeseces COanbe Cliff Danielson 
COMIine. .ccccreccccceecces Henry Wadsworth 
SOMO oc cccsciscnccegevecees ...Tom Collins 
(Conover : Cll 
Mr. Brownlee...ccccccccseces Denald Briges 
Mra. Brownlee......ccccsceses Leona Maricle 
BARES sc ccccccscevesoeccesesd Archie Twitchell 
BAU. ccccccccsccscesceorssveses Marie Blake 
AUCRIRSOR. ccccccccccsere Charles Trowbridge 


‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home’ will raise 
the popularity of the series a few 
notches with theatre patrons gener- 
ally. It’s good entertainment of 
upper-bracket program rating, and 


will catch a goodly share of ton- | 


dualer slots, especially in the family 
houses, 

Picture combines the usual 
formula setup which has been suc- 
cessful in the series’ predecessors. 
There’s the strong affection between 
the sincere young medic, Lew Ayres, 
and the irascible' diagnostician, 
Lione] Barrymore. Romance is con- 
tinued between Ayres and nurse 
Laraine Day, while the yarn takes 
the principals to Ayres’ home town 
to present both a medical crisis and 
mild propaganda for socialized medi- 
cine in a small community. Story 
prescription is mixed well to provide 
palatable entertainment. 

Ayres graduates from his hospital 
interneship to become an accepted 
M.D., and then is appointed assistant 
to Barrymore on the hospital staff. 
will serve two purposes of 
scripters for future releases of the 
series. It retains the strong com- 
bination of Ayres and Barrymore, 
and will allow the pair to expand 
their field on medical research and 


accomplishments beyond the walls | 


of the hospital which has been the 
major location up to this picture. 
Ayres, Barrymore and Miss Day 
continue their excellent character- 
izations of the princinals. 
Lockhart provides a strong portrayal 
as the rural merchant whose life is 
saved by Avres’ diagnosis and treat- 
ment. Familiar members of the Kil- 
dare supporting cast back again in- 
clude Samue] S. Hinds, Nat Pendle- 
ton, Emma Dunn, Alma Kruger, 
Walter Kingsford and Nel] Craig. 
Direction by Harold S. Bucquet is 
smooth throughout, and neatly 
blends the dramatic and human fac- 
tors of the story with timely comedy 
interludes, Walt. 


ARGENTINE NIGHTS 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 390. 


Tniversal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 


duction, Stars Ritz Bros. and Andrews 
Sisters. Features Constance Moore, George 
Reeves, Peggy Moran, Anne Nagel. Di- | 
rected by Albert S. Rogell Sereenplay by 
Arthur T. Horman, Ray Golden and Sid 
Kuller; original by J. Robert Bren and 
Galdys Atwater; camera, Elwood Bredell; 
editor, Frank Gross; asst. director, Joseph 
\ Mc Donough. Songs, Sammy Cabn, 


Saul Chaplin, Sid Kuller, Ray Golden, Ha! 


Borne, Don Raye, Hughis Prince, Vic 
Schoen Previewed at RKO Hillstreet, 
1s. A Aug. 29, ‘40 Running time, 72 
MINS. 
Al, Harry Timmy The Ritz Brothers 
Maxene, | t Em VGrMne. cecvccccescesd 
rh Kndres Sisters 
I nis Brooks .(onstance Moore 
UGURTAO, .ccocccscesecsececs George Reeves 
Veg ° coe -Peggy Moran 
LARGE. s i006 60680600066000% Anne Nagel 
Caro) ......ccccccescccecses Kathryn Adams 
Biawmee Vieios, .sccceweseess Ferike Boros 
Papa Ciejos Paul Porecasi 
Teaming the Ritz Bros. and An- 


drews Sisters in a mad melange of 
swing to 
broad slapstick and burlesque—wita 
song 
presents a 
attraction that will 
give a good account of itself at the 
Andrews 
Sisters will catch many of the trio’s 
provides 
chance for exploitation to add to the- 


comedic situations that 


a liberal sprinkling of eight 
numbers — Universal 
strong program 
debut of 


wickets. Film 


platter following, and 
atre 


The 


grosses, 


Ritzes provide 


Gene | 


plenty of | 





Howards of Virginia’ 
Class Frank Lloyd pro- 
Revolutionary War 


*The 
(Col)). 
duction of 


| Miniature Reviews 
| 
| 
| 


period is an untimely theme 
against current events. 
‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home’ 
| (M-G). Top program entertain- 


ment for general audiences. 

‘Argentine Nights’ (U). Ritz 
Bros. and Andrews Sisters head- 
line broad comedy with music. 
Good programmer. 

‘I Want a Divorce’ (Par). Joan 
Blondell and Dick Powell in 
marital comedy-drama, Will get 
nominal adult b.o. 

‘Ladies Must Live’ (WB). 
Wayne Morris and Rosemary 
Lane in so-so dualer. 

‘Stranger on the Third Floor’ 
(RKO). Murder myster which 
even Peter Lorre fails to save. 
Dualers only. 

‘Colorado’ (Rep). Disappoint- 
ing Roy Rogers starrer. 











| start out, and broke on arrival, the 
‘aggregation clicks to save the hotel 
| of a couple swindled by a confidence 
| operator. On this framework is con- 
' structed a series of gags and musical 
‘numbers that dovetail fairly well. 
Peggy Moran and Anne Nagel, al- 
though getting featured billing, are 
briefiy seen as members of the band. 
| Al Rogell directs capably, despite 
'obvious handicaps of combining all 
of the elements and talent provided 
'at the takeoff. Script material as 
concocted by Arthur Norman, Ray 
Golden and Sid Kuller is decidedly 
‘hokey in many spots, but it’s of suf- 
ficient broadness to create laughs 
| among the general audiences in more 
/or less volume. Walt. 


I WANT A DIVORCE 


Hollywood, Aug. 31. 


Paramount release of George Arthur pro- 
duction, Stars Joan Blondell and Dick 
| Powell; features Gloria Dickson, Frank 
| Fay, Jessie Ralph, Conrad Nagel. Directed 
| by Ralph Murphy. Screenplay by Frank 
| Butler, based on siory by Adela Rogers St. 


Dickson, little Mickey Kuhn, Dorothy 
Burgess and Louise Beavers lend 
strength to the supporting cast. Sid- 
ney Biackmer is a slick divorce law- | 


COLORADO 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Joseph Kane prodyec. 
tien Directed by Kane Features Rey 
Rogers and George ‘Gabby’ Hayes. s reene 
play, Louis Stevens and Harrison Jacons: 
camera, Jack Marta; editor, Edward M : 


yer, : 
Ralph Murphy does a good job of 
directing, providing excellent timing 


of the comedy sequences. f Frank musical director, Cy Feuer; song, Petes 

Butler's script is snappily dialoged. | Nintirin.| Reviewed in Projection Room, 

Paramount acquired rights to the | neues’ Aug. 30, '40. Running time, §7 
title from the radio program of the) joa. Roy 

same name, but otherwise there's no Gabby..........0...George ‘Gabby’ Rogers 

resemblance between the two Lylah Sanford...+..........-Pauline Meore 

Walt. Captain Mason. .cccccccccess- Milburn Stone 

| Wtta Mae.....c- escossccccess. Maude Eburne 

See DOORN. 6.06666 b8060k00 -Arthur Loft 

DIES MUST LIVE WPOOUNTs ceecadeae ete <rptpias.” faliaferre 

I A CeCe PS Orereeeseseseseeeceece este; Peng 

BOUTS SEMEMIRBs 000 6 si ses esses ee Freda Rurns 

(WITH SONGS) | Sanford Lieyd Ingraham 





Warner Bros. production and release. ! 
Features Wayne Morris, Rosemary Lane 
Roscoe Karns, Lee Patrick, George Reeves 


Directed by Noel Smith. Screenplay, Robert 


There’s a possibility of understand. 
ing how two different film companies 


FE. Kent from play by Georre M. Cehan: - — he 

camera, Ted MeCord; dialog, Harry Sey- can turn out similar stories, but 
* . Everett Dodd. At Variety, "s i : aia ‘ 

mour; editor Evere t odd t riety, | there’s no explanation sufficie ntly 


Lincoln, Aug. 27, "40, dual. Running time 
. 


58 MINS. ‘valid for Republic’s coincidental re- 





Lake RR ee Ca eee ok oe Wayne Morris lease, within a period of severa] 

tite ses eekbhestoesnrciesi Rosemary Lane i Fi 

eg eda ec cape Roscoe Karns Weeks, of two yarns dealing with the 

Di «cikeoneedbesd'sees awe Lee Patrick same theme 

PERN pbc abe cecceseens ...George Reeves ‘ a p 

Halliday a FCA PET Ferris Taylor| *Wagons Westward’ is a western re- 

i, Di séaesccdsesooss Lottie Williams | . 

NR atins 06 00-6000036008 0% DeWolf Hopper leased recently by Republic and per- 

TRunderbird...cceccscvccsccvenss Clify Saum! taining to two br ; 

WOE 6 bk e6sccocecenceceteans Billy Dawson| . g wo b others ao Opposite 

Lettie.......cceces-sseeesese+Mildred Gover | Sides of the fenee; this time it's ‘Colo- 

Chorus Girls...... Dana Dale. Mildred Coles rado,’ feat Roy Rogers and 
— George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, and like 


A-rube-on-Broadway business this, “Wagons,” when Chester Morris was 
and not very well done, with al] due | detailed to capture his crooked twin 
respects to the ability of George M. brother, Rogers in ‘Colorado’ must 
Cohan, who authored the original bring in his frere, who had been 
play from which ‘Ladies Must Live’ treasonous to the Union cause dur- 
was taken. Writing department seems | ing the secessionist conflict. The co- 
to have had trouble making up its incidence is startling even as to the 
mind, and the story is so gnawed by romance, where the righteous brother 
the time it gets around the hour wins the gal from his less discrimi- 
mark it folds up in its own miseries. nating frater, 

It’s a remake. _ | Direction and acting have been 

It starts off with Wayne Morris | handled none too steadily, with Rog- 
giving every evidence of being @ ers being notably in absentia wherein 
country dope, and then throws him his thesping is eoncerned. Joseph 
into a dress suit and night clubs, per- | Kane's direction, despite the 57-min- 
fectly at home, still a dope. Rose-|ute running time of the picture, 
mary Lane, a chirper of the lesser | hasn’t overcome a lagging tendency.. 
White Way niteries, turns into very| George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, Milburn 
pliable rubber at the sight of a mil-| Stone and Maude Eburne handie 
lionaire’s bankroll, and, after giving | their roles as well as can be expect- 
the gold-digger biz the works, she ed under the unfavorable circum- 
turns out very respectable, and won't | stances, while Pauline Moore, a new- 
accept a thing under a $40,000 neck- comer, as the romance, is much too 
lace. George Reeves, her brother. a | fictitious in her mannerisms. Even 
personality kid with big talk, gets Rogers’ tenoring won't save this one. 


hired by Morris, no questions asked. 
Schenck Airs In 





Lane’s father, Ferris Taylor, gives 
him 200 grand on a can _ opener 
he’s patented. Then everybody turns 





John: camera, Ted Tetzlaff; editor, LeRey 
| Stone: asst. director, George ‘Yempleton. 
Preveewed at Paramount, L. A., Aug. 30, 
"40. Running time, 92 MINS, 

| Geraldine (Jerry) Brokaw....Joan Blondell 
BIG BIRGNOUG 60s cdsonrnececss Diek Powell 
Wanda Holland.........--.. Gloria Dicksen ; 
Jef?’ Gilman........e-« Sedooneeces Frank Fay 
Grandma Brokaw......-.......Jessie Ralph 
Grandpa Brokaw....cecee-- Harry Davenport 


David Holland, Sr ..Conrad Nagel 


| David Holland, Jr......-...--Miekey Kuhn 
| ‘Peppy’ Gilman.....ees «--- Dorothy Burgess 
| Erskine Brandon........-. Sidney Blackmer 


Selectine .... Louise Beavers 


‘I Want a Divorce’ covers practi- 
cally all phases of the divorce prob- 
jlem in a drama that carries preach- 
;ment against the legal cutting of 





|They are ‘I Could Make You Care’ 


for fifteen grand a year, and Miss 
Continued from page 2 








out legit in the end—which is tent 
rep writing at its best and/or worst. 

Rosemary Lane sings two songs. 
and looks her best while doing them. 


would be satisfied if they were kited 
as high as the ‘Boomtown’ b.o. fig- 
ures. 

‘Raising prices is about the only 
Way we can break even these days 
on the high-priced pictures,’ he said, 


Songwriter 


The 20th-Fox head was accom- 
panied on the above-the-clouds flight 
by Irving Berlin, who told the press 


and ‘It Shows You What Love Can 
Do.’ Art. 


Stranger on the 3rd Floor 


RKO release of Tee Marcus productior 
Features Peter Lorre, John McGuire, Mar- 
garet Tallichet, Charles Waldron. Directed 


marital ties. Interwoven is some| by Boris Ingster. Story and screenplay by 1, W 
|neatly concocted and easily recog- —— 1 de el gpa ng TA let omen, he would remain in New York for 
nized man-and-wife relations—start- | 00” cpecial effects, Vernon L. Walker. | the fall, and hinted a musical show 
|ing with the ‘budding romance and | at Rialto, N. Y., week Avg. 31, 40. Run- was on the way. Berlin spent only 
[running through the early marriage | ning time, 67 MINS. four days on the West Coast before 
years to a nearly fatal separation Zhe Stranger t eer een yen . Peter Lorre rushing back. He refused to drop a 
"S18 PRICNAC].. wpe ccscvvccecees: 0 MceGui 

Coes. Jane.... ..........0+...Margaret Tallichet | word about the show that he has in 
Picture is an above-average pro-| District Attorney.......... Coe awe mind. 

ire or 2 rj -OOV ° j- | Joe Briggs......+-seeceeeee- Elisha Cook, Jt 

gramme! that will groove for nomi eee eee rome ay Sele Director 

nal biz as bill-topper where starring | yy. Kane 1 CII. Ethel Griffies Witt 

combo of Joan Blondell and Dick | Martin...........ccccceee sees. Cliff Clark pit 10ut trace of slung mud, Al- 
Powell can serve as marquee attrac- | The JUAKC. 0. se eeeeeeee coves Oscar ( Shea | fred Hitchcock ambled off a strato- 
tors. Subject-matter will also catch | Defense Attorney .....e+.ee--: lec © tale liner at noon and at 2 p.m. went up 

|} PoHce Surgeon.......eceseee: Otto Hoffma - : i 

goodly share * women. trade = aes, Pie a creaking gangplank to a Canadian 
added grosses. verall, it’s satisfac- , ; : < ~ : ‘ 
tory entertainment “for the adult They haven't done right by Peter yee Airways nee SaaS We gone 
( , ‘ He's so sub- | Gay. He was in from California and 


trade, despite bump tempo in pace, 
and the sudden swing from 
marital comedy in the middle to a 
rather tragic dramatic conclusion. 
Story gets away to a slow start in 
depicting the uncontested divorce of 
Gloria Dickson from Conrad Nagel, 
and the problem of their young son. 
Things speed up considerably when 
Miss Blondell and Powell fall in love, 
and marry on his meagre salary as a 
budding attorney. Frank Fay pro- 
vides the excuse for him to launch 
into the divorce field against his 
wife’s wishes, and as_ prosperity 
reigns, the couple drift apart until 


Some timely advice from grandma 
(Jessie Ralph), and the tragic suicide 
of Miss Dickson after failing to con- 
summate a reconciliation with her 
husband, brings both husband and 
wife to their senses. 


Picture is at its best in unfolding 


reset Mag Boome ge Poaed — the domestic adventures of Miss 
a ee dens > piece, bul’ Blondell and Powell. Come i 
steer clear in the main from their r" : yr, Rh 


old and familiar routines to handle 


both situations and lines, is sponta- 
neous and effervescing, providing 


in the cast have rather, 


some new gag material provided by | nienty of good humor for the adult 
the scripters. The typical Ritz mug-/ trade. There's sufficient material on 
aeey co aeaans = peda eo ‘the light side to overcome the 
1ere, but greatly subdued compared | 4,..; - ba y 
to pest film appearances. Added are se ge dramatics of the start and 
several tapnotch comedy episodes thie j : roll’ ena 
_that are basic laugh-getters includ- an hn wage Pictet ne lay gay 
ing their masquerade of the Andrews |handles the straight role in capable 
Sisters singing a number, and busi-/ fashion, displaying ability to carry 
ness with a four-foot sandwich loaf poth dramatic and comedy situations 
| aboard ship. irequired by the characterization. 
| The Andrews girls sing and swing | Miss Blondell’s talents as a come- 
three tunes, ‘Oh, He Loves Me,’ |dienne are spotlighted in an excep- 
_‘Rhumboogie,’ and ‘Hit the Road’ in | tional performance of uniform ex- 
their typical rhythmelodic siyle. The | cellence. 

freres Ritz handle two comedy tunes, Frank Fay backs in for a new start 
‘Spirit of 77-B,’ and ‘Brocklynonga’; | in pictures that will roll along prof- 
Constance Moore sings two, ‘Once itably. Cast as a fighting enthusiast 
Upon a Dream,’ and ‘Hall of the|and friend of the couple, he romps 
{Mountain Queen,’ and newcomer |through a fine delineation that will 


| George Reeves leads a gaucho chorus/| catch the eves of casting directors | 


‘for ‘Amigo, We Go Riding Tonight.’ | henceforth. Jessie Ralph and Harry 
Story is only an excuse on which! Davenport are effective as the old 
to hang the adventures of the Ritz | couple who retain respeet for old- 


Bros.’ expedition with a girl band to | fashioned marriage, providing many | Walker’s 
Broke when they light momenis. Conrad Nagel, Gloria! several scenes. 


ithe Argentine. 


light | 


| 





| 
| 


faced with the inevitable separation. | 


| circumstantial evidence that convicts 


Lorre in this picture. 
ordinated in the story that his char- | out to Ottawa by way of Montreal 
acter amounts to a bit. Vehicle pro- | for the Canadian premier of ‘For- 
vides a fair screen test for John Mc- | eign Correspondent’. He told re- 
Guire, unknown from N. Y., and porters he thought he had sufficient- 
Margaret Tallichet, but for the bOx- | ly answered the guy in London who 
office it is extremely mild dual fare. nasty-cracked a few days ago about 


It’s a film too arty for average audi- |, noua fe Melick directo 
ences, and too humdrum for others. # C€f'#!n roly-poly Sritisn cirector 


‘Stranger on the Third Floor,’ "OW in Hollywood instead of being 
which doubtlessly cost more than  #t home backing up the war effort. 


necessary for fancy camera effects, 
lighting and trick dubbing, still re- 
mains a desultory ‘B.”’ Many of the 
street sets scream their artificiality. 
Coupled with these backgrounds are 
some equally phoney situations and 


Reversing his props and wings, 
Hitchcock is back in Hollywood now 
and may already have begun the 
Carole Lombard reelage on ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’, 


stilted acting of the little theatre ‘DuBarry’ to Miami 
type. No longer ‘DuBarry,’ but quite un- 
Yarn concerns a stern newspaper mistakably still a lady judging from 


> yhose tes y proves tt < 
reporter whose testimony proves the | the ctares of the male contingent st 


the airport, Ethel Merman bought 


an innocent man. The familiar arti- i . A 
herself a ticket for Miami and sailed 


fice of placing the scribe in parallel 


| plight, with the newspaperman ar- | ©ut on Eastern Air Lines early in 
rested for two slayings and only the week, leaving her starring role 
clearing himself because of his : in the Bert Lahr show to her under- 
sweetheart’s persistent search for the | study, 


real slayer, is used. 

Peter Lorre, cast as the maniacal 
murder, is not seen for nearly two 
reels. It is only in the final footage | 
that he has much of anything to do. 


Among the hundreds of eager res- 
ervationists at Lisbon, hopefuls 
awaiting passage to America on the 
Clipper ships, are Otto Strasser, 
By that time, the picture has lost its |German writer and arch-enemy of 
momentum, Absence of action and | Hitler, and his brother, Bernard, ® 
humer is a further handicap. | Benedictine monk. 

PR na bg superb oe a gr serial | Helen Jepson, injured in an auto- 
is so submerge at he : : : : : 7 
will disappoint. McGuire, as the | ee sop esr ded 
newspaperman, needs considerably | 451); ng oo oo See * 
more grooming with the RKO stock |#"liner Mercury came close to 
company while Miss Tallichet is | ™SSing her piane at this end. She 
was knocking over a small cup of 


7 passable. Charles Waldron : 

makes an acceptable d.a. while Elisha | coffee in the first-floor restaurant of 
Cook, Jr., is satisfying in the role |the Administration building at de- 
parture time, and not until she was 


of the innocent man railroaded to 
jail. Ethel Griffies and Charles Hal- | paged over the loudspeakers did she 
| realize how late it was, 


ton provide excellent § character 
| 
| June Preisser and her former 
j 


partner-sister, Cherry (now Mrs. 


Boris Ingster’s direction is too 
studied and, when original, lacks the 





David Hopkins, d.-i.-]. of Harry Hop- 
| kins) were visiting firemen at the 
airport Friday. 


flare to hold attention. Vernon 
special effects highlight 
Wear. 
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pleading with butchers for more 


| beef, orange drinkeries were sending 








Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key to Type Abbreviations R. T.—Runving Time | 
M—Melodrama ; ns CD—Comedy-Drama; w— Western; D—Drama; KiI—Komantic Drama; MUL—Musical | 
—- ——— Ss Sanh tt ED is rt A A a 
WEEK Rev | 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT RF. 
RELEASE Var. 
7 5 40 | 7 10 OUT WEST ‘WITH PEPPERS (C ol) ;  £. Fellowes-D. Peterson 63 
sy 7/3 ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE (M-G) CM. Reooney-L. Stone-J. Garland 87 
GOLDEN TRAIL (Mono) Ww_siTT.. Riitter-I, Guest 52 
5/29 WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) D A. Tamiroff-G. George-W. Henry 82 
| 626 DR, CHRISTIAN MEETS WOMEN (RKO) CD _ J. Hersholt-E. Kennedy-D. Lovett 65 
7/3 SAILOR’S LADY (20th) CDN. Kelly-J, Hall-J. Davis 67 
6/12 PRIVATE AFFAIRS (U) cD H. Herbert-N. Kelly-R. Young 75 
7/3 _MAN WHO TALKED TOO MU CH (WB) D G. Brent-V. Bruce-B. Marshall | 76 
7/12/40 7/10 SPORTING. BLOOD (M-G) D L. Stone- R. Young- -w. Gargan 81 
+ alte 7/10 STAGE COACH WAR (Par) WW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
7/10 SCATTERBRAIN (Rep) C  J.Caneva-A. Mowbray-R. Donnelly 70 
65 MANHATTAN HEARTBEAT (20th) CDR. Sterling-V. Gilmore-J, Davis 71 
BLACK DIAMONDS (U) M_ R.«. Arlen-A. Devine 60 
626 MY LOVE CAME BACK (WB) RD O. de Haviland-E. Albert-J. Wyman $1 
7/19 40 8/7 MIL ITARY ACADEMY (Col) BD T. Kelly-B. Jordan 66 
. : HAUNTED HOUSE (Mono) M M. M. Jones-J. Moran 70 
7/17 WE WHO ARE YOUNG (M-G) cD L. Turner-J. Shelton-G. Lockhart 78 
717 CAROLINA MOON (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 65 | 
6/26 CROSS UNTRY ROMANCE (RKO) RD G. Raymond-W. Barrie 66 
} 7/3 MARYLAND (26th) RD W. Brennan-F. Bainter-B. Joyce 90 CO 
7/17 SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO (UA) D V. McLagien-F. Farmer-Jon Hall 100 | 
| 8/14 SON OF ROARING DAN (U) w J.M. trown-F. Knight-B. Baker 60 | 
9/4 LADIES MUST LIVE (WB) Cc W. Morris-R. Lane 58 
7/26/40 | %&7 BLONDIE HAS SERVANT (Col) © P. Singleton-A. Lake 66 | 
. | 8 21 BOYS OF THE CITY (Meno) M East Side Kids 63 
731 GOLD RUSH MAISIE (M-G) C A, Sothern-L, Bowman-V, Weidler 82 | 
626 UNTAMED (Par) RD R. Milland-P. Morison-A. Tamiroff 82 
8/21 STAGE TO CHINO (RKO) Ww - O’Brien-V. Vale } 
717 MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) M Tracy-L, Hayes-V. Vale 63 | 
7.17 YOU'RE NOT SO TOUGH (U) M Dead End Kids—N. Grey mC 
8/2 /40 | 8/7 LADY IN QUESTION (Col) SS Aherne- R. Hayworth-G. Ford 78 | 
’ 7/10 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (M-G) RD G. Garseon-L. Glivier-M. Boland 117 
| 8/28 GOLDEN GLOVES (Par) M- R. Denning-J. Cagney-R. Paige 69 | 
j 8,7 THE SEA RAIDER (Par) D H. Wilcoxon-C, Landis-QO. Stevens 76 | 
| QUEEN OF DESTINY (RKO) RD A. Neagle-A. Walbrook 
717 THE MAN I MARRIED (26th) RD J. Bennett-F, Lederer 76 
724 RANGER AND THE LADY (Rep) WR. Rogers-G. Hayes-J. Wells 59 
| 814 SOUTH TO KARANGA (U) RD C. Bickford-J. Craig- L. Desti 59 
8/S /40 | 8 14 THE SECRET SEVEN (Cel) M B. Bennett-F, Bright 62 
Je 8 7 I LOVE YOU AGAIN (M-G) CD W. Pewell-M, Loy-F. McHugh 
8/7 DOOMED TO DIE (Mono) M B. Karloff-M. Reynolds 47 
CHAMBER OF HORRORS (Mono) M L. Banks-L. Palmer-G. Malo 
8/21 ONE CROWDED NIGHT (RKO) M B. Seward-D. Cestelle-W. Haade 67 
GIRL EROM AVENUE A (26th) CD J. Withers-K. Taylor-K. Aldridge 71 
7/10 STRE OF MEMORIES (26th) RD J. MeGuire-L. Reberts 71 
8/7 CAPTAIN CAUTION (UA) D V. Mature-L. Platt-B. Cabot 84 
T/17 BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (U) MU A. Jones-M, Raye-J. Penner 12 
8/7 SING, DANCE, PLENTY HOT (Rep) MU R. Terry-J. Downs-B. Alien 72 
| 8 28 RIVER’S END (WB) M D. Morgan-E. Earl-V. Jory 69 
8/16 40 8/28 THE DURANGO KID (Col) w C. Starrett-L. Walters 64 
8/21 GOLDEN FLEECING (M-G) cD L. Ayres-R, Iohnson-V. Grey 
| 8/21 LAUGHING AT DANGER (Mono) M F. Darro-J. Hedges-G. Huston 61 
8/14 COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN (Par) Cc B. Burns-U. Merkel-P. Barrett 62 
9/4 STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) D P. Lorre-J. McGuire-M. Tallichet 67 
7/24 RAMPARTS WE WATCH (RKO) D March of Time preduction 85 
8/14 RETURN OF FRANK JAMES (20th) D H. Fonda-A, Leeds-J. Cooper 92 
8/28 FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT (UA) RD J. McCrea-L. Day-H. Marshall 119 
: 612 ALL THIS, HEAVEN TOO (WB) D B. Davis-C. Boyer-B. O'Neill 140 
8/23/40 | 8/14 HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST (Col) cD ™M, Dougias-L. Young- U. O’Connor 86 
. MISSING PEOPLE (Mone) D W. Fyffe-L. Harding-K. Walsh 
ARIZONA FRONTIER (Mono) w T. Ritter-S. Andrews-E. Finley 
RANGE BUSTERS (Mene) w R. Corrigan-J. King-L. Walters 
7/24 THE GREAT McGINTY (Par) Cc B. Denlevy-M. Angelus-A, Tamiroff 81 
| 8/21 LUCKY PARTNERS (RKO) Cc = Rogers-R. Colman-F. Wray 98 
| 8/14 PIER 13 (20th) D . Bari-L. Nolan-J. Valerie 67 
| 7/24 THE SEA HAWK (WB) D : Flynn-B. Marshall-C. Rains 127 
8 ‘30 40 PEPPERS IN TROUBLE (Col) Cc ~_E. Fellows- D. Peterson- R. Sinclair 
QUEEN OF THE YUKON (Mono) D C. Bickford-I. Rich 
8/7 BOOM TOWN (M-G) D C. Gable-S. Tracy-C. Colbert 117 
717 YOUNG PEOPLE (20th) cD S. Temple-J. Oakie-C. Greenwood 77 
8 21 RYHTHM ON THE RIVER (Par) Cc B. Cresby-M, Martin-B. Rathbone 92 
8/28 DANCE GIRL, DANCE (RKO) D M. O’Hara-L. Hayward-L. Ball 88 
8/7 THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) M G. Raft-A. Sheridan-H. Bogart 93 
OKLAHOMA RENEGADES (Rep) Ww R. Livingsten-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 
8 28 KIT CARSON (UA) Ww L. Bari-J. Hall 95 
9/6/40 ! LIFE WITH HENRY (Par) Cc J. Cooper-L. Ernst-E, Bracken 
CHAN AT WAX MUSEUM (20th) M S. Toler-S. Yung-J. Valerie 
8/7 FUGITIVE FROM PRISON CAMP (Col) M J. Holt-M. Marsh 58 
9 DR. KILDARE GOES HOME (M-G) RD L. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 78 
UP IN AIR (Mono) M F,. Darro-M. Moreland 
WHO IS GUILTY? (Mono) M B. Lyon-B. Blair 
9/4 ARGENTINE NIGHTS (U) MU Ritz Bres.-Andrews Sisters 72 
8/21 RIDE, TENDERFOOT, RIDE (Rep) w G. Autry-S, Burnette-J .Storye 66 
8/28 MEN AGAINST THE SKY (RKO) RD R. Dix-K, Tayler-W. Barrie 713 
CALLING ALL HUSBANDS (WB) Cc ‘G. Tobias-L. Fairbanks- E. Truex” 
9/1340 9,4 HOWARDS OF ‘VIRGINIA (Col) D ¢. Grant- M. Scott 115 
WYOMING (M-G) w W. Beery-L. Carrillo-A. Rutherford 
THE APE (Meno) M Beris Karloff 
I WANT A DIVORCE (Par) D J. Blondell-D. Powell-G. Dickson 
GIRL FROM HAVANA ‘(Rep) RD D. O’Keefe-C. Carleton-V. Jory 
DREAMING OUT LOUD (RKO) Cc Lum and Abner-F. Langford 
8 28 PUBLIC DEB No. 1 (20th) Cc G. Murphy-B. Joyce-E. Maxwell 70 
HIRED WIFE (U) CD R. Russell-B. Aherne-R. Benchley 
NO TIME FOR COMEDY (WB) Cc J. Stewart-R. Russell-C. Ruggles 
9/20/40 WIZARD OF DEATH (Col) M B. Karloff-E. Keyes 
‘ STRIKE UP THE BAND (M-G) MU M. Reoney-J. Garland-J. Preisser 
THAT GANG OF MINE (Meno) M B. Jordan-L. Gorcey 
I'M STILL ALIVE (RKO) RD K. Tayior-L. Hayes-R. Morgan 
9.4 COLORADO (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes-P. Moore 57 
YESTERDAY’S HEROES (20th) CD R. Sterling-J. Rogers-R. Gleason 
MUM™Y’S HAND (U) M D. Foran-P. Meran-W. Ford 65 
RAGTIME COWBOY JOE (U) Ww J.M. Brown-N. O’Day-F. Knight 
THE WESTERNER (UA) w G. Cooper-W. Brennan-D. Davenpért 
CITY FOR CONQUEST (WB) D J. Cagney-A. Sheridan.-F. Craven 
9/27/40 | ANGELS OVER BROADWAY (Col) D D. Fairbanks, Jr. -R. Hayworth 
: r | 8/7 HAUNTED HONEYMOON (M-G) D R. Montgomery-C. Cummings 99 
RANGERS OF FORTUNE (Par) D F. MacMurray-P. Merison-A. Dekker 
TRIPLE JUSTICE(RKO) Ww G. O’Brien-V. Vale 
KNEW WHAT THEY WANTED (RKO) cD C. Laughton-C. Lombard-W. Gargan 
8 28 BRIGHAM YOUNG (2@th) RD T. Power-L, Darnell-D. Jagger 112 
THIEF OF BAGDAD(UA) D C. Veidt-Sabu-J. Duprez 
| SPRING PARADE (U) MU D. Durbin-R. Cummings-M. Auer 
EAST OF THE RIVER (WB) M J. Garfield-B. Marshali-M. Rambeau 
DRUMS OF THE DESERT (Mono) M L. Gray-R. Byrd 
j UNDER TEXAS SKIES (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers-L. Ranson 
10/4/40 so You ‘WON'T TALK (Col) Cc 3. &. Brown- F. Robinson © 
gd OLD SWIMMIN’ HOLE (Mone) C M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
QUARTERBACK (Par) cD W. Morris-V. Dale-A. Mowbray 
VILLAIN STILL PURSUED HER (RKO) Cc A. Louise-R. Cromwell-H. Herbert 
MELODY AND MOONLIGHT (Rep) cD J. Downs-J. Frazee-V. Vague 
GAY CABALLERO (20th) w C. Romero-S. Ryan 
DIAMOND FRONTIER (U) M V. MeLagien-A. Nagel-J. Loder 





KNUTE ROCKNE—ALL AMERICAN (WB) D 


P. O’Brien-G. Page-R. Reagan 


| showmen 
| (Tuesday) was that 


|for the record books. 


| gest play, 


| with 


| days. 


/of course, 


;on Labor Day. 


| out for additional crates of fruit, and 
pitchmen of every description were | 
literally and figuratively having a 


holiday as busy police struggled to get | 

ithe tremendous crowds of rubber- | 
ineckers safely 
|and keep traffic 
stall. 


across intersections 


from 


2,500,000 Visitors 
More than 2,500,000 persons poured 
into the Big Town for the week- 


|end, according to officia) estimates. 


What brought them is vaguely at- 
tributed by showmen to ‘just one of 
those things. Weather, generally 
given as the cause-all of business, 
good or bad, was definitely not a ma- 
jor factor. Although it was cool, 
leading people away 
and pools, repeated warnings by the 


| weather bureau of hurricanes and 


conducive to 
When the) 


not 
all. 


rainstorms were 
leaving home at 


|erowds actually reached New York, 
| the rain and cool weather, of course, 
| helped drive ‘em into theatres. 


Record Labor Day Biz 


Continued from page 1 





|! boom town. Hamburger parlors were | this season over the three-day hoi. 


day, with total paid attendance of 


| nearly 780,000, or little more than 


a complete | 


from beaches ' 


| continued to patronize shows 


200,000 below the anticipated gate 
of 1,000,000, Rain and threatening 
| weather the remainder of the time 
cut into the Sunday total, which only 
hit 264,123 as against 491,000 a year 
ago. 

But the factor that mace conces. 
sionaires on the Great White Way 
happy was that it was a spending 
crowd. On both Sunday and Labor 
Day this was noticeable to a marked 
|degree. While the Sunday total was 
more than 200,000 below 1939, check 
with midway concession people re- 
vealed that grosses were ahead of a 
|'year ago. Showmen attributed it to 
‘increased national prosperity be- 
‘cause visitors seemingly had money 
and spent it. 

Tipoff on the buying mood of the 
| exposition crowds was the way they 
in the 
amusement zone, which had its latest 
closing of the season Sunday morn- 


| ing when many were on the midway 


Only explanation experienced | 


could offer yesterday 
scription, defense and a flood of other 
aches on their heads, plus a whole 
summer of punko weather, the popu- 
ave its vacation, 
come what may. And it did. 

First to profit, of course, were the 
film theatres, where the mobs made 
all former b.o. marks just something | 
As usual, the 
stage show houses copped the big- 
but the straight filmeries | 
got their share, too. Most phenom- 





/ (1) 


| 


/enal of all was the Radio City Music 


| Hall, mecca of all tourists, which, 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ in _ its 
fourth week, hit $58,000 for the three 
Paramount, with ‘Rhythm on 
the River’ on the screen and Ken 
Murray, 
ley’s orch on the boards. 
$36,000 on the 


did a neat 
three-day session, 
while the Roxy, with ‘He Stayed for 
Breakfast,’ hit $29.000. 

Legits S.R.O. 

Legit theatres, closed on Sunday, 
were able to cash in on 
only two days of the great bonanza. 
Every show both Saturday and Mon- 
day was completely sold out and 
several had more than 100 standees 
Fact that only seven 
legiters were operating helped crowd 


jthem. Musicals, as usual, were the 
chief draw for the yokels, with the 
hardy ‘Hellzapoppin’ a_ particular 


magnet for the out-of-towners. It 
will hit $30,000 for the week, mighty 
close pressing for the leader, ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase,’ destined to hit $33,- 


Tito Guizar and Will Brad- | 


| years with estimates of 30-49°, 


up to 4am. Last performances in 
the grind atractions were not held 


|until 3 a.m. Spots serving liquor re- 
with war, con- | 


mained open until the legal four 
o'clock deadline. 
$4,000 in Weight 
Some idea of the business enjoyed 
by popular, inexpensive attractions 
was shown by the take on the Guess 
Weight-and-Age machines. Sunday 
these grossed around $4,000, 
which represented greater than 10% 
,of total take all last season. 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade and the 


American Jubilee played to capacity 


| both Sunday and Monday every 
show, and turned thoussnds away, 
Jack Sheridans Magazine Cover 


Models did more than $16.000 for the 
two days at 20c tap while Zorima, 
another girl show, did nearly as well 
at 25c. including tax. 

Inkling of the business for the two 
holidays was seen in the fact that 
few shows put on ballys but did 
grind most of time. Added boxoffice 


windows were hurriedly put up for 
some shows. Rondevous. pop-priced 
cafe, recorded its best biz in two 


above 
1939. 





‘Goon Squads’ 


Continued from page 7~———. 
wanted to be sure there was no mis- 


| understanding about the regulations. 


'of Labor 
| petition of the Screen 


Although the American Federation 
filed an intervenor to the 
Office Em- 
ployes Guild for certification as bar- 
gaining representative for the white 


000 as a result of the big holiday | colar workers, A. H. Peterson, AFL 


putsch. Another oldie, “Tobacco 
Road,” took a new lease on life with 
the holiday biz. After 
$5,500 for the week, owners 
Kirkland and Harry Oshrin rushed 
out and ordered themselves tickets 
to run half way through October. 
Show was to have closed Aug. 17. 
Hotels were also big profiters on 


the ‘let’s-be-gay’ trend, every mid- 
town Manhattan hostelry and the 
important ones in Brooklyn filling | 
up completely on Saturday for the 


rest of the weekend. 
kept busy turning 
tomers away, 


Doormen were 
prospective cus- 
while the Mavor’s spe- 


cial World’s Fair Housing Bureau 
sent thousands to private homes 
| which had registered with it. Major 


Benjamin H. Namm, chairman of the 
bureau, estimated that 300,000 per- 
sons spent Sunday night in hotels 
and more than 1,300,000 people 
stayed in hotels or tourist 
over the three-dav period. New York 


their cars on the streets and in park- 
ing lots when they found themselves 
unable to get rooms 
Broadway on Saturday 
day nights bore a 
New Year's Eve. 
that an 
half an hour 
time by most of the city’s guests, 
| who had nowhere to go and weren't 
in a hurry to get there anyway. Gen- 
,eral spirit of gaiety pervaded, aided | 
in many cases by liberal use of oh- 
| be-joyful bottles, and no one seemed 
;to mind much as he was almost 
pushed through a plate glass window 
‘or in front of a taxi. 
| Penny arcades, shooting galleries, 
| burley theatres, photomatons, nov- 
| elty shops, as well as the rest@urants, 
|felt the influx. Hubert’s Museum, 
bey street flea circus, declared seven 
|of its actors had died from over- 
| work due go’ the number of shows on 


and Sun- 
resemblance to 
Crush was so great 
advance of a few blocks in 


eo 


With New York City host to prob- 


lably its greatest Labor Day Crowd 


on record, the N. Y. World’s Fair 
hung up the biggest three-day total 


international 


looking at the | 
Jack | 


representative, failed 
to show up before the National La- 
bor Relations Board to press the 
claim. Jurisdiction over the labora- 
tory shipping clerks was awarded to 
Laboratory Technicians Local 683 of 


the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes. The SOEG 
claimed jurisdiction, but Local 683 
exhibited an agreement with the 
produces in September, 1939, under 
which they were awarded control 
of the clerks. Producers and the 


SOEG have agreed on proper bar- 
gaining units for the clerical em- 
ployes, which practically assures an 
early election date to select a collec- 
tive bargaining representative 

The Society -of Motion Picture 
Film Editors has voted unanimously 
not to accept the resignation of Ed- 
mund D. Hannan as president. At 


| the same time the Society announced 


7 {that 19% of its membership is 
rooms | employed 
dailies carried pictures of some of | 
the hundreds of visitors who slept in | 


was considered good | 


| inating 


une 
currently, compared 
with 13% a year ago. 

Prexy Jack Warnock and Herbert 
Correll, business representative of 
Moving Picture Painters Local 644, 
have beer selected to represent the 
| painters at the annual convention of 
the State Federation of Labor open- 
|}ing in Santa Monica Sept. 23 
| The $250,000 suit filed against 
| prexy George E. Browne and other 
Officials of the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
| by a group of expelled members 
| headed by George ‘Curly’ Davis, has 
been tossed out of supereior court 
here. The court ruled the plaintiffs 
did not have a cause of action. The 
plaintiffs were seeking reinstate- 
ment, $250,000 damages and appoint- 
ment of a receiver and an account- 
ing for funds of the old Technicians 
Local 37. 

The Screen Actors Guild board 
of directors has adopted a by-law 
amendment providing that ‘no mem- 
ber of any nominating committee 
shall be nominated by such commit- 
tee for any office in the Guild’. This 
will eliminate practice of council and 
other nominating committees nom- 
its own members for the 
council or board of directors. 


as 
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Wanger Ballys 
‘Correspondent 
At Mont'l Preem 


By MORI KRUSHEN 
Montreal, Sept. 3. 


Walter Wanger, accompanied by 
the missus (Joan Bennett), arrived 
here Friday (30) for the local pre- 
miere of ‘Foreign Correspondent, 
handed out interviews to the local 
scribes with the prodigality of a 
glamor girl who has a contract com- 
ing up for renewal, delivered a talk 
in French over station CKAC, and 
nearly passed out when confronted 
by a Vaanery mugg who suddenly 
crawled out from under the linoleum 
in the studio. Wanger couldn’t have 





registered more surprise if he had | 
found a VAmery rep up in Reyjavik, | 


Iceland. ; 

Joan Bennett, who had been in- 
dustriously handing out autographs 
after delivering her little talk, also 
in French, lost her ‘savoir faire’ 
(complacency to you) long enough 
to enquire innocently if they had 
‘those’ (VARueTY muggs) up here too. 
And the Variety mugg carried on a 
one-way conversation with Wanger 
without getting more than a glimpse 
of the 





guy who was using the| 


Varury shoulders to sign autograph | 
books for the fans who were able to) 


get through a cordon of gendarmes 
to crowd into the studio. Tom 
Out of the welter of conflicting 


| 
| 


claims and the maze of confusing | 


theories that now plague the picture | 


Wanger predicts that a 
Hollywood will emerge, 


industry, 
greater 


j 


purified and exalted by the stock- | 
taking which has been forced upon | 
celluloid manufacturers through the 


loss of European markets: Such was 
the gist of Wanger’s French-language 
address to the radio audience, with 
Henri Letondal handling the queries 
for CKAC. 

Wanger thought that the industry 
would salvage something from the 
hideous carnage which 
continental talent out of Europe. 


Most glamorous figure in motion pictures is Charles 
Chaplin. Through the years his star has shone longest 
and brightest. There have been periods when he has 
been absent from the screen for long stretches, when 
his name and fame have been dimmed by inactivity. 
Then come the rumors that he is contemplating an- 
other film. Another year passes and the Chaplin or- 
Charlie is ready to start work 
When Chaplin goes into action he and his new 


Zanization reassembles. 
again. 
film hold the industry’s spotlight. 


The Chaplin legend is repeating itself and the come- 
dian has announced that he will launch his latest pro- 
duetion, ‘The Great Dictator,’ in mid-September. Re- 
lease will be through United Artists, of which Chaplin 
i It is his fifth personally produced film, 
in which he appears, since release of ‘The Gold Rush,’ 
in 1925. The others are ‘The Circus,’ 1928; ‘City Lights,’ 
His first release 
through UA was ‘The Woman of Paris,’ of which he 
Film featured Edna Purvi- 


is part owner. 


1931, and ‘Modern Times,’ 1936. 
was author and director. 


ance and Adolphe Menjou. 
Chaplin pictures. 
National association (1918). 


and projection machine. 


——-_. ———— 
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By John C. Flinn 


$150,000. He had 
pation in profits. 


contract was 


eed $4,000,000. 


the Coast. 


shown. 








Distribs Point 








____._.. Continued from page 5... | 


| 
| 
| 


Paramount, and ‘Ghost Breakers’ in | 


second-run at the State. 


Stand taken by distrib heads that 
there are plenty of good pictures 
brings to the fore criticism of film 
publicity and advertising made by 
Dr. George Gallup upon revelation 


by his polling machinery recently 
ithat there are ‘32,000,000 persons 


is blasting | 


The exodus of writers, directors and | 


performers to Hollywood was a fac- 
tor that would in the end contribute 
to the improvement of U. S. films 
since an additional number of ex- 
perienced workers, new faces, 
varied talents would be available for 
the various branches of the industry. 
‘Fewer But Better Pix’ 

Wanger clings to the opinion that 
Hollywood can make up a large pro- 
portion of the revenues lost in the 
curtailment of the European market 
by getting increased domestic at- 
tendance; that this is possible only 
through the production of fewer but 
better films; that the production of 
better films is entirely feasable, de- 
sirable and practical. Wanger, who 
made as many as 12 films in 
year, has produced only two this sea- 
son. And insofar as cultivation of 
domestic (Western Hemisphere) 
markets'is concerned, this is evi- 
denced in the closer contact that 
Hollywood is establishing with places 
even as far north as Montreal, for 
instance, which is only seven or eight 
inches from the Arctic Ocean on a 
map though every inch represents 
680 miles. 

It is understood that more frequent 
visits to Canadian centers from 
Hollywood producers, directors and 
Stars are in prospect. Frank Capra, 
Frank Lloyd and others have been 
mentioned among those planning to 
get better acquainted with audience 
reactions to pictures, in order to de- 
termine the type of product that is 
most desirable at the present time. 

_Wanger, who has long taken the 
view the public wants serious 
films 


that 


financially able who go to theatres 
once a month or less.’ 
maintained that poor selling of pic- 
tures was a major reason for lack of 
interest in films by a large segment 
of the public. 


Plenitude of good films in every 


| Harry and Mortin Zeitz, 


Dr, Gallup | 


category is pointed out by the de- | 


fenders of Hollywood. Many of the 
best pictures, it is made clear, are 
not those that cashed in heavily at 
the boxoffice. Among well-made 


|pictures of real value in a literary 


and | 


sense are included ‘Mortal Storm,” 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ and ‘Waterloo 
Bridge,’ from Metro; ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois,” ‘Anne of Windy Poplars,’ 
‘Ramparts We Watch,’ ‘Tom Brown’s 
School Days’ and ‘Queen of Destiny’ 


|from RKO; ‘Bluebird’ and ‘Grapes of | 


one | 


| ‘Philadelphia 


| Foyle,’ 


Wrath’ from 20th-Fox: ‘My Son, My 
Son,’ ‘Our Town,’ ‘Rebecca,’ and 
‘Mice and Men, from United Artists; 
‘House of Seven Gables,’ from Uni- 
versal: and ‘All This and Heaven 
Too,’ ‘Dr. Ekrlich’s Magic Bullet’ and 
‘Brother Orchid’ from Warner Bros. 

Among pictures in this category 
which are in pre-release or about to 
be released are ‘Arizona,’ ‘Escape,’ 
Story,’ ‘Stars Look 
Down,’ ‘Northwest Mounted Police,’ 
‘Victory,’ ‘Citizen Kane,’ ‘Kitty 
‘Little Men,’ ‘Long Voyage 


| Home.” ‘Pastor Hall,’ ‘Flotsam’ (UA), 
|*‘Back Street,’ ‘The Letter’ and ‘Meet 


of a topical nature as opposed | 


to the ‘escapist’ picture (Dr. Gallup's | 
survey indicates that 65% of those | 


interviewed substantiate Wanger’s 
theory ) characterized America as a 
continent of escapists. If we had 
kept our minds open we would not 


be so shocked, neither would be un- | 


Prepared.’ He stated here that the 
best thing Hollywood can do to help 
national preparedness is to present 
the truth, which is 
enough, 
need for so-called ‘propaganda films.’ 

Wanger and Joan Bennett made a 


impressive | 
There would then be no} 


John Doe.’ 
Comedy 
Potential audiences. partial to 
frothy comedy have had opportunity 


to see or will shortly: ‘He Stayed 
for Breakfast,’ ‘Andy Hardy Meets 
Debutante.’ ‘Go West,’ ‘I Love You 


Again,’ ‘Susan and God,’ ‘Third Fin- 
ger, Left Hand,’ ‘Buck Benny Rides 
Again,’ ‘Ghost Breakers,’ ‘Great Mc- 
Ginty,’ ‘Seventeen,’ ‘Aldrich Family,’ 
‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ ‘Lucky Part- 
ners,’ ‘My Favorite Wife,’ ‘Elsa Max- 
well’s Public Deb No. 1,’ ‘Great Pro- 
file... ‘Hired Wife’ and ‘No Time for 
Comedy.’ 

In the way of adventure and ac- 
tion there are ‘I Married Adventure,’ 
‘Boom Town,’ ‘Northwest Mounted 
Police,” ‘Return of Frank James,’ 
‘Chad Hanna,’ ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent,’ ‘Kit Carson,’ ‘South of Pago 
Pago,’ ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ ‘The West- 
erner,’ ‘When the Daltons Rode,’ 
‘They Drive by Night,’ ‘Sea Hawk,’ 
‘Dispatch from Reuters,’ and ‘City 
for Conquest.’ 

Musicals include ‘New Moon,’ ‘Bit- 
tersweet,’ ‘Little Nellie Kelly,’ 
‘Strike Up the Band,’ ‘Love Thy 


’ 


Personal appearance at Loew’s (Con-| Neighbor, ‘Rhythm on the River,’ 


solidated) in connection with open- | ‘Second Chorus,’ 
ng of ‘Foreign Correspondent,’ later | Music,’ ‘Irene,’ 


training out for Toronto. 


' 


‘There’s Magic in 
‘Na, No, 


‘Too Many Girls,’ ‘Lillian Russell,’ 


| 


‘DOWN TO SEAS’ PREEM 


FOR N. BEDFORD, MASS. 


New Bedford, Mass., Sept. 3. 


Remake of ‘Down to the Sea in 
Ships’ (20th), whaling epic based on 
the mammal hunting film of a bark 
out of this port, will be world 
preemed in New Bedford, say 
local ex- 
hibitors. Zeitz brothers say they 
had been informed by Thomas 
Bailey, New England divisional man- 
ager for the film company, plans to 
hold the premiere in this city. Ty- 
rone Power and Laired Cregar have | 
been assigned tentatively to starring 
roles in the picture. 

Original ‘Down to the Sea’ .film 
was made in New Bedford in 1922. 
Vehicle started Clara Bow on her 
‘It’ career. 


PRIMING ‘WESTERNER’ 





Joe Shea Handling Newspaper Se- 
rial With Goldwyn Pic 


Fort Worth, Sept. 3. 


The Star-Telegram has 
14-day serialization of the life of 
Judge Roy Bean from _ pioneer 
writer Everett Lloyd and titled ‘Law 
West of the Pecos’ and starts imme- 
diately to tie-in with the advance 
ballyhoo for the Samuel Goldwyn 
picture ‘The Westerner’ which has 
its world premiere here Sept. 19. 

Joe Shea, Goldwyn’s representa- 
tive here, visited all border towns 
near Langtry, Texas, and collected 
many heretofore unpublished pho- 
tographs from pioneer residents in- 
cluding several from the famous 
Rose collection of early Texas 
scenes, to illustrate this biography 


— ie 


Fraser Quits Par 


George Fraser, foreign publicity- 


bought a 


ad chief in N. Y. for Paramount 

resigned, it was announced last week 
by John W. Hicks, Jr., foreign sales 
chief. Fraser’s future plans haven't 


been announced. Albert Deane, for- 


merly director of foreign publicity 
advertising, again will assume 
general supervision over the déepart- 


ment im addition to his present pro- 
duction and censorship duties 

Paul E. Ackerman, assistant in the 
department for the last seven years, 
will have charge of Par’s foreign 
publicity and exploitation. 


trom 
and 


‘Down Arkentine Way,’ ‘Boys 
Syracuse,’ ‘Argentine Nights,’ 
‘Spring Parade.’ 

For the historical fans there are 
‘Howards of Virginia,” ‘Young Tom 
Edison,’ ‘Edison the Man,’ ‘Abe Lin- 
coln.’ ‘Brigham Young,’ and ‘Hud- 
son's Bay.’ 

These films are all in addition to 


| such pictures as Charles Chaplin’s 


forthcoming “The Great Dictator’ 
and Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia,’ which 


Nanette,’ |}are looked forward to in the trade 


as extra-specials. 


FILM SHOWMANSHI 


delivered a completed two-reeler for a flat price of 


no arrangement for further partici- 
When he made ‘Shoulder Arms’ as 


his second FN release in the same year, he received 
$75,000 as payment for a third reel. 


Thereafter the 


revised, and his remaining three FN 
pictures, ‘Sunnyside,’ ‘A Day’s Pleasure’ and ‘The Kid,’ 
were released under a percentage of gross receipts. 
Latter was his first full length picture, in which Jackie 
Coogan, then 6, had the title role. 


World gross exceed- 


‘The Great Dictator’ will be given speecial showings 
in its first runs, probably at advanced admissions and 
under policies of general admission and reserved seats. 
Details of its presentation have not been worked out 
and will be discussed with Chaplin in Hollywood this 
week when Murray Silverstone, UA president, reaches 
Although the foreign market is cut off by 
war conditions, it is probable that ‘Dictator’ will soar 
into the higher gross regions in the domestic and 
Canadian markets. 

Because distribution of the early one and two-reel 
Chaplins was in the state rights market and in the 
hands of numerous territorial showmen. there is no 
record extant of the gross financial returns of the 
He was the dominant boxoffice fig- 
ure almost from the time of his first appearance in. a 
| Sennett comedy (1913) until the beginning of his First 
In the intervening years 
the Sennett, Essanay and Mutual series were shown 
throughout the world, wherever there was a screen 
Chaplin was the advance 
agent for the American film industry. 


FABULOUS B.0. SAGA 
Starting with ‘The Dog’s Life’ (FN-1918), the finan- 
| cial story of the Chaplin pictures is a fabulous tale. 
By terms of his agreement with First National, he 


Since the release of ‘Moders 


Times’ new ceilings of receipts have been touched by 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ ‘San Francisco,’ ‘Rebecca’ and 
a few other pictures. 
new extended run records for the picture. 

Unique phase of Chaplin showmanship is the with- 
drawal from exhibition of all former pictures during 
the first run period of a new film. 
the formation of UA has laid down the rule as a prin- 
ciple of distribution through which he has cleared the 
field of any competitive Chaplins. 

Only occasionally are any of the older two-reelers 
Group known in the trade as the Mutual 
Chaplins, which included ‘The Count,’ ‘The Pawnshop,’ 
‘Easy Street,’ ‘The Cure’ and half a dozen others are 
controlled currently by RKO, having previously been 
conveyed by Pathe. 
unlikely at this time. 


UA is determined to establish 


The comedian since 


Reissues of these comedies are 








Probing UFA 


Continued from page 3 








| Washington a few months ago as 


agent for a foreign principal, follow- 
ing pressure by the 
League. 


League refused to divulge exactly 


what illegal activities were being en- | 


gaged in by UFA for tear of injur- 
ing its case. It was said, however, 
that although officers of the outfit 
‘for obvious reasons’ are not mem- 
bers of the German-American Bund, 


‘they act and cooperate with the 
Bund as if they were.’ Operating 


heads of UFA are George Nitze, prez, 
and Ernest Eisele, Jr., v. p. 


Anti-Nazi League charges that op- | 


erators of a number of German the- 
atres are Bund members. Willi 
Mansbacher, one of the owners of 
the 96th Street theatre, in Manhat- 
tan’s Yorkville, is not a bundsman, 
it is alleged by the league, but 

half-Jewish and has been 
an ‘honorary Aryan’ by the German 


consulate. 





Dies’ Proof 


Continued from page 3 








fend the Equity councillors named 


by Lambertson, but to secure federal 
2,000 


previously 


relief for members. It 
stated 


‘cleans 


was 
that until Equity 
the Red charges 
will not include the the- 
atre in relief appropriations. 
Should the Dies committee clear 
the Equityites of the charges, it is 
likely that relief will follow. For 
the third time Paul Dullizell, Equity’s 
executive secretary, wrote Dies urg- 
ing a definite date for hearings. Pre- 
vious appeals for action brought no 


house’ on 


Congress 


satisfactory response. Most recent 
communication was sent when Dies 
was in New York 

Claimed that the real origin of 


radicalisn the theatre dates from 


the WPA Federal Theatre Project and 


the activities of the Workers Al- 
liance, always a headache to Equity 
Reported too, that members of the 
Alliance are in TAC Dies, after 
hearing Lytell, said: ‘An investiga- 
tion is warranted and necesary both 
in the interest of Equity and the 


country.’ He made public an appeal 
to President Roosevelt that Com- 
munists, Fascists and Nazi organiza- 
tions be outawed on the grounds 
that such groups foster sabotage, es- 
pionage and other fifth column 
practices. 


Lantz Siihes For U 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
Walter Lantz closed a deal with 
Universal to make 13 one-reel col- 
ored cartoons for the 1940-41 season. 
First is ‘Andy Panda’s Crazy 
House,’ to be followed by ‘Recruiting 


‘Days’ and ‘Knock-Knock.’ 


Anti-Nazi | 


declared | 


+ 


+ 





‘Geo. Choos’ 3rd 
Dimension Pix 
For Theatres 


Cleveland, Sept. 3. 





Three - dimensional photographs 
made by a newly invented ‘Lifo- 
graph’ camera, bankrolled by 


George Choos, former vaude pro- 
ducer, are being currently preemed 
at RKO Palace by division manager 
Nat Holt who rented part of theatre 
lobby to backer for their first show- 
|ings in the country. 


Installed for Palace's first week of 
fall vaudeville, toplined by Charlie 
Barnet's orchestra, the exhibition at- 
tracted considerable attention from 
local camera experts and news- 
| papers. Choos spent three days here 
|introducing display of eight colored 
pictures, which give a novel illu- 
sion of exceptional depth, life-like 
warmth and fleeting changes in ex- 
pression. 


Effect is created, he said, by glass 
lenticulations, or arched lines, cov- 
ering the subject which is photo- 
graphed in Kodachrone celluloid by 
a revolving camera. Two mazdas 
inside the 15 by 20-inch frames bring 
out the colors and the third dimen- 
sion qualities. One of the most out- 
standing photos is one of Helen Den- 
nizon, the dancer (and wife of 
Choos). Another one is of band- 
| master Fred Waring. Others of Joan 
of Arc, still-life, flowers, models are 
also distinguished for their unusual 
clarity in detail and startling angles 
that apparently change human sub- 
jects from a full-face view to a 
semi-profile as one walks by them. 








Ex-producer declared that he’s de- 
| voting all of his time to promoting 
Lifeograph, which he claims will 
revolutionize still photography. It 
| was invented by Miklos Kaszab of 
New York, an Hungarian, who per- 
| fected the patented camera after 30 
| years of experimentation, and is 
now working out a process to blow 
up three dimension photos large 
enough to be used as theatre lobby 
displays. Choos also claimed that 
Kaszab has already developed his 
novel camera to the point of taking 
miniature motion pictures’ with 
depth and color, but that there are 
too many bugs in it to be marketed 
yet. 

Until turned out on a mass pro- 
duction scale, he said that each 
framed photo would cost $60 to pro- 


duce. After local showing, Holt is 
exhibiting them at RKO house in 
Columbus. Choos also closed a deal 


before leaving with Bob O'Donnell 
to display the Lifeograph art collec- 
tion in his Interstate circuit of over 
100 houses. 


‘BOOM TOWN’ DAY-DATE 
IN 2 M’WAUKEE HOUSES 


Milwaukee, Sept. 3 
Exhibiting the same picture in its 


two ace houses at the same time will 
be tried here for the first time by 
Fox Wisconsin Theatres, Inc., be- 
ginning Friday (13), when Metro’s 
‘Boom Town’ will, be shown in both 
the Palace and Wisconsin, directly 
across the street from each other in 
the heart of the downtown district. 
Ballyhoo is promised to set a new 
high for this town, with the two 
houses splitting the cost of exploi- 
tation 

Price will be upped from the 
usual 50c to 65c or T7ie in rth 
houses. Opposition expects to profit 


by the fact that the Fox experiment 
will mean one less new picture than 
usuai in the downtown zone 


Yorke Hypos ‘Westerner’ 


Hollywod, Sept. 3. 
Gabe Yorks moved into the bally- 


| hoo spot for Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Westerner,’ temporarily taking over 
the chore recently vacated by Jock 


Lawrence. 

Picture gets its premiere in Fort 
Worth, Texas, Sept. 19, to be fol- 
lowed next night by a second preem 
in the neighboring city of Dallas. 
Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan, Doris 
Davenport and other film names are 
‘due for personal appearances, 
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WATCH THESE 
ADVANCED-PRICE 
RUNS! OTHERS ARE 
BEING SET DAILY! 


Uptown & Esquire, Kansas City 


Loew’s State & Chinese, 
Los Angeles 


Ambassador, St. Louis 
Denver, Denver 
Missouri, Columbia, Mo. 
Egyptian, Ogden, Utah 
Capital, Logan 
Paramount, Provo 
Strand, Tooele 

Capitol, Brigham City 
Liberty, Tremonton 
Firmage, Beaver 
Firmage, Milford 
Alladin, Parowan 
Avalon, Fillmore 
Wadsworth, St. George 
Empress, Magna 
Vogue, Vernal 
Paramount, Idaho Falls, Idaho 
Orpheum, Twin Falls 
Star, Malad 

Chief, Pocatello 
Schubert, Gooding 
Pinney, Boise 

Isis, Preston 

Stadium, Caldwell 
Majestic, Nampa 
Rialto, Butte, Montana 
Marlow, Helena 

Fox, Billings 

Wilma, Missoula 
Liberty, Great Falls 
Judith, Lewistown 
Hartwig, Dillong 

' Roxy, Ontario, Oregon 
Ely, Ely, Nev. 

Ruth, Ruth 

Fallon, Fallon 
Virginia, Virginia City 





—AS SALT LAKE CITY'S HISTORIC RUN 
SMASHES INTO 2ND RECORD WEEK 
AFTER PLAYING TO ALMOST ONE-THIRD * 
OF THE POPULATION IN FIRST 7 DAYS! 


*A total of 46,097 
increased admissions! 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


A rap was taken at the Dies Committee for linking actors with Com- 
munist activities by the Detroit News which observed that with plenty to 
be done in hunting down those engaged in subversive activities and with 
time for it little enough, ‘it is too bad they continue to be fascinated by 
an idea that actors in Hollywood are key figures in a conspiracy against 
the Government. It was further pointed out that a veteran producer 
said some years ago that actors are great for carrying banners. Being 
an emotional lot, they are easy marks for anything with a humanitarian 
tage and hustled in to do charity not realizing the actual radical ends of 
the projects. } aca , 

The Dies Committee also took a rap for its ‘second thinking’ in the 
matter after rushing out all the players ‘names to the press without talk- 
ing to any of those incriminated. 

It also gave actors a bit of backhand by adding, ‘There is no evidence 
that any actor in this country in our time has ever been worth a dime as a 
subversive influence. The public does not take its political views from 
entertainers.’ 








Young middleweight boxer to whom Dick Powell, the screen acter, 
loaned his name and support on Coast couple of years ago to get the kid 
some publicity and a start as a prelim boy in Hollywood, is currently the 
hottest thing around in the 160-pound ranks. He’s Billy Soose, who 
whipped Ken Overlin, recognized in New York state and California as 
the world’s champ, in Scranton, Pa., a month ago and turned around three 
weeks later in Chicago and plastered Tony Zale, Nat'l Boxing Assn. title- 
holder, all over the ring for a unanimous decision. Both fights were non- 
title affairs and now Soose is in a direct line for a shot at the champion- 
ship. Powell originally became one of Soose’s backers through his friend- 
ship with Paul Moss, ex-screen writer who now manages the fighter. Moss 
and Jerry Wald, WB scenarist, co-authored one of Powell’s early hits, ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’. 

—_—-—8 

Story in Variety of July 31 issue concerning open distribution and 
exhibition of German films in the United States, particularly in the 
Yorkville section of Manhattan, has been widely quoted and commented 
on by both the U.S. daily press and Jewish organizations and individuals. 
Article pointed out that the second largest distributing agency for Nazi 
films. and two of the three houses in Yorkville, are Jewish owned. T. D. 
Kemp, Jr., in his column in the Charlotte (N.C.) Sunday Observer, Aug. 
18, remarked that ‘while one may sympathize with these theatre mana- 
gers (who were in the business long before Hitler), it seems that after 
five years they could have found some other way of making a living in 
preference to spreading Nazi propaganda.’ 





Francis Harmon, executive assistant to Will Hays, and Roy Norr, pub- 
licity idea man with Motion Picture Producers & Distributors in N. Y., 
are on the Coast with Hays trying to pick a suitable man to fill the former 
spot held by Tom Pettey, publicity chief for the Coast Producers Associa- 
tion of the. Hays office. 

Harmon also is devoting considerable time to making changes in ‘Land 
of Liberty,’ feature which the industry gave the N. Y. World’s Fair last 
year and for showing this season. He was instrumental in putting the 
wealth of footage together for the original last year. Picture is to be 
offered for release to exhibitors shortly, with any profits likely to go to 
the American Red Cross. 





‘Lost’ French 


Continued from page 3 











composer Robert Stoltz; and Ameri- 
can film men Laudy Lawrence, Fred 
Lange and Phil Reisman, managed to 
get to the States in time. Some left 
France with the intention of going 
to the U. S. but for the most part 
they are still stranded somewhere in 
Europe, most probably in Spain, 
Portugal and England. 
Others Traced 


some of the others could be traced. 
Most are in the non-occupied zone, 
awaiting the signal which will send 
them back to their work. The first 
and incomplete list follows: 
Maurice Chevalier is at La Bocca 
on the Riviera. Yvorine Printemps is 
in Toulouse with Capt. Pierre 
Fresnay (demobilized). Armand | 
Salacrou, who wrote Paris’ greatest 
legit success of the past season, 
‘Histoire de Rire,’ escaped from a 
German prison camp and is resting 
at Toulouse. Jean Cocteau is at 


It’s been only in recent days that | 





| Cleveland, Sept. 3. 

| Real-Art Pictures, formed recent- 
ly, reorganized by Dick Deutsch and 
| Herbert Ochs, who have renamed 
| their indie distributing company the 
Pioneer Film Exchange. Nat Gerson, 
|one of original co-partners, dropping 
out of new combine which has Select 
franchise in Ohio and Kentucky and 
Film Alliance in same states in addi- 
tion te Michigan and Indiana. 

Gene Bailey, formerly with Wil- 
liam Skirball’s office and Educa- 
tional, added to sales staff by Ochs, 
general sales manager. Latter has 


Real-Art Exchange Reorganizes 
In Cleve.; Other Theatre Items 


‘ley is located, appealed against the 





closed FA 1941 product deal with 
Community Circuit of 14 houses op- | 
erated by Henry Greenberger and 
Max Lefkowitz, and with George’ 
Manos for his Toronto chain. Harry | 
E. Long, formerly Loew’s division 
manager here, moves to Detroit to 
set up branch for Pioneer as its 
Michigan rep. 


| 





Perpignan. Gaby Morlay, Pierre 
Stephen and Robert Vidalin are at | 
Nice, while at nearby Cannes are| 
Danielle Darrieux, Viviane Romance, | 
director Abel Gance and Bertha'| 
Bovy. Also in the same region are} 
screen directors Rene Lefevre, Mar- 
cel Allegret and Marcel l'Herbier | 
(Antibes) and Jacques Baumer 
(Juan les Pins). Sacha Guitry is in 
Paris planning several productions, 

Band leader Ray Ventura is at 
Clermont-Ferrand with variety and/| 
legit actors Henry Bry and Marcelle | 
Tassancourt, while only a few miles 


| Nat 


Otto Braenig, office manager RKO- | 
Radio here, made home office rep) 
and turning his post over to L. E.| 
Blumenfeld, formerly in charge of | 
Fox, Buffalo. 


Autumn pep-up rally staged by 
Wolf, Warner zone manager, | 
brought up 35 managers from down- 
state WB houses to get earful of 
13-week sales drive for next quarter. | 
‘Intensified Intelligent Selling’ key- | 
noted speeches by execs, including | 
Sol Bragin, Ray C. Brown, Frank 


Allegheny county tax assessment, 
asking figure of $2,160,500 for land 
and building instead of $2,717,210. 





Facelifting Two in Toledo 
Toledo, Sept. 3. 
Extensive program of ae 
and modernizing the Rivoli -an 
Palace, in downtown To*:do, is now 
in progress. ‘Willard Theatres, Inc., 
operate. 





Ramish, Rosen Home 
Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 
Adolph Ramish and Lou Rosen 
have returned from the Hawaiians, 
where they spent two months in- 
specting operations of the Royal 


| Amusement Co., in which they are 
| partners. 


While in Honolulu they installed 
Rosen’s son, Herman, as assistant 
general manager of Royal. 

Everett Sharp moved in as mana- 
ger of the California, San Bernar- 


| dino, trading with Tom Muchmore, 
shifted to the West Coast in same 


capacity. 

John W. Hill appointed manager 
of new F-WC State, San Diego, 
which had formal opening with a 
troupe of film names, including 
Mickey Rooney, Jane Withers, Leo 


| Carrillo, James Ellison and Freddie 


Harpster, Charles Rich and Manny | Bartholomew. 


Pearlstein. | 


Nat Lefton, Republic head here, 
called to Covington, Ky., to bless | 





away in the watering spot, Vichy, are 
legit stars Mary Marquet (Victor | 
Francen’s ex), Helene Perdriere and | 
Jean Martinelli, and musician Alfred 
Cortot, who denies having been’ 
named assistant director of the. 
Odeon Theatre, Paris. 

Brother screen actors Claude 
Dauphin and Jean Nohain, both 
sperting Croix de Guerre, are at La 
Creuse. Jean Marais at Auch. 
Scenarist Leopold Marchand is at 
Tour. Nadine Picard and Marie 


1S 





Leo McCarey is about to profit $95,000 on an old debt of $30,000 when 
Howard Hughes barges back into picture production. The debt consists of 
McCarey’s salary as director of a picture, “Queer People,’ which 
thumbed down by the Hays office through the influence of a femme col- 
lumist back in 1932. The pressure was so strong that Hughes called the 
deal off and paid McCarey his pilot salary in full, with a verbal agree- 
ment to direct another picture free of charge whenever Hughes decided 
to return to production. 

Since that time McCarey has become a producer-director with an ask- 
ing price of $125,000. Hughes is about to produce another picture for 
20th-Fox release, and McCarey is about to direct it, but the ‘free of charge’ 
idea of 1932 has been wiped off the slate. 

Co-producer of the Gilbert and Sullivan revival which comes into the 
44th St. theatre, N. Y., Sept. 30, it was revealed last week, is Herman N. 
Levin, aide to Clendenin J. Ryan, Jr., in the latter's effort last winter to 
bring film production to the east. Levin was actually in charge of all 
negotiations that took place. Former aide to Mayor LaGuardia, Levin is 
taking his first flyer into show biz on his own. He's on leave of absence 
from the city government. 

Levin’s partner is Joseph Daltry, after whom the company is named. 
It went into rehearsal Monday (2) with ‘Gondoliers,’ ‘Mikado,’ ‘Trial By 
Jury’ and ‘Pirates of Penzance’. 


Paramount theatre, N. Y., has used Bing Crosby starrers for Labor Day 
weekend and to open its fall season four times in the last five years, with 
top grosses resulting each time. This year the crooner’s ‘Rhythm on the 
River’ broke the five-year mark for Labor Day weekend business. Already 
tabbed to stay three weeks, and possibly longer. 

Paramount used ‘Double or Nothing’ in 1937, ‘Sing You Sinners’ in 1938 


and ‘Star Maker’ in 1939. Only year that Bing Crosby’s new picture missed | Jean Ducreux are in Marseilles. 


was in 1936 when ‘General Died at Dawn’ was the attraction. 
was a Universal entry. 


‘Star Maker’ 


Recent deaths in Buffalo of Meyer Ullman and Charles Polakoff recalls 


that they were practically the last of the crowd of local ‘cloak and suiters’ | 


who built a shoestring into a fortune in Buffalo and Rochester picture biz 
in the 1920s. In those bonanza days. when profits knew no ceiling, this 
crowd had its own way of figuring. One week, Morris Slotkin, manag- 
ing director of its enterprises, was asked about business at the de luxe | 
Lafayette. ‘Rotten,’ answered Slotkin. ‘we’re losing $3,000 this week.’ 
‘How so?’ was asked, ‘You’ve got ‘em standing.’ “Yes—but last week we | 
did $17,000. This week we'll only do $14,000. That’s a $3,000 loss.’ 


Department of the Interior is losing money as result of its edict charging 
$25 to $500 a day for the privilege of shooting motion pictures in national | 
parks and forests. Film companies are steering clear of Government lands} 
and causing a drop in revenues collected by the parks. Location troupes | 
formerly patronized the park restaurants and attracted thousands of tour- | 
ists eager to see actors at work. Columbia's ‘Wild Bill Hickok’ company is 
oul-maneuvering Secretary Ickes by camping just outside the boundary | 
of Bryce Canyon National Park and running its own commissary. | 


Otherwise unverified, a Brazilian shortwave newscast from Rio de 
Janeiro last week mentioned that Joan Lowell had been shot at sunrise as 
a Communist; that the authoress had become a Brazilian citizen two years | 
ago, but was arrested on alleged subversive charges. Miss Lowell authored 
an ‘adventure’ bogk, ‘Cradle of the Deep,’ that subsequently got consider- 
able pro-and-con publicity as to its authenticity, and Van Beuren-RKO 
later filmed it. 


Authors and producers of last season’s John Barrymore play, ‘My Dear 
Children,’ are talking legal proceedings against 20th-Fox over ‘The Great 
Profile,’ soon due film starring Barrymore. Latter, meantime, is supposed 
to return to the Aldrich & Myers stage production, although 20th-Fox 
States Barrymore is optioned for further films 





Paramount disclaims any interest in the Adams theatre, Newark, which 
opened Aug. 30 with George White’s tab ‘Scandals’ on the stage. It’s oper- 
ated by Adams Bros. 








U.S. Housing Authority is negotiating with RKO for the rental of 16 
mm. prints of ‘Courageous Dr. Christian’ for showing in 500 towns in 
connection with slum clearance program. Film treats of the subject. 


Was | 


Dubas, recently touring in the States, | 
are back aa near Vichy. Jean} 
| Pierre Aumont, screenster decorated 
with the Croix de Guerre, is at} 
| Montpellier as are radio and stage} 
entertainers Jean Antoine, Jeanne | 
Provost, Madeleine Larcay, Helen, 
Tossi, Georges Colin, Paul Vialar,! 
Leon Ruth and Mary Simone. 
Radio Stars 


Radio stars Jean Bondeville, Rene 
Delamare and Paul Versigny are at 
Toulouse together with comedians | 
Louis Barrault, demobilized Pierre} 
Dac and Andre Beucler, entertainer 
Edith Piaff, screen directors Ar-| 
mand Bernard, Pierre Carne and 
Raymond Bernard, playwright and; 
humorist Tristan Bernard. Roger 
Bourdin, director of the Opera 
Comique, is in Paris. Andre Franck 
(demobilized) is at  Surchalour. 
Jacques Pils, crooner, and Lucienne 
Boyer’s better half, is believed to be 
| @ war prisoner. 

In the Chateau de Correze near| 
Brive are film actor Pierre Brasseur, 
| his wife, legit star Odette Joyeux, 
and Gilbert Gil. Theatre directors 
| Marcel Herraut, Georges Rollin and | 








All the members of the Opera and 
Opera Comique have been recalled 


to Paris. The Society of Authors has 


its headquarters at Montauban. 
roger Capgras, theatre director, has 
reopened the Ambassadeurs, Paris, 


land is giving last season's’ comedy 


success, ‘Nous Ne Sommes Pas 
Maries’ (‘We Are Not Married’), 
| with Blanche Montel in the lead 


Paulette Pax is playing in ‘Romeo 


and Juliette’ at the Oeuvre, Paris, 
with Bogaert and Jean Servais. Also 
in Paris are Jacques Copeau, pre- 
paring to reopen the Comedie Fran- 


caise which he directs (also tem- 
porarily directs Odeon and Theatre 
de Chaillot); Maurice Rabaud. direc- 


tor of the Conservatoire: Charles 
Mere, president of the Society of 
Authors; Louis Hautecoeur, named 


director of the Beaux Arts, and Paul 
Landowski, preparing to reopen the | 


School of Beaux Arts. 


STORY BUYS | 


Hollywood, Sept. 3 
Republic purchased ‘Bubble’s Mil- 
lions,’ by Arthur V. Jones. 
Allan Rivkin and Dore Schary sold 
their yarn, ‘A Flagpole Needs a Flag,’ 
to Republic. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 3 
‘F.O.B. Detroit’ became ‘Reaching | 


for the Sun’ at Paramount. | 


‘The Belle of Atlanta’ at Republic | 
went back to its original title, ‘Who 
Killed Aunt Maggie?’ 


' 
| 


Paradise’ to ‘Boss of Bullion City.’ ! 


| partment. 


| one-time 
Universal switched from ‘Trail to | company 


another eloping .9n, Benton, 22, who | 
married Helen Doyle Aug. 21. Oldest | 
son, Gilbert, general manager of | 
Benton Bldg. Co., also eloped Aug. | 
3 to Covington with Lee Fernagel for 
nuptials. 





Wendell G. Smith took over man- 
agement of the Aztec, San Diego, 
replacing Clark Laurance, resigned. 





3d in St. Loo Chain Dark 


St. Louis, Sept. 3. 
The Lee, northwest St. Louis nabe, 
owned by Clarence Kaimann, vet ex- 


| hib, who recently merged his chain 


| with that of Fred Wehrenberg un- 


Don Stitt Resigns 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 3. | 

Don Stitt, theatre musician-turned 
manager, has resigned his spot at the 
Manos-Harris theatre in Jeannette, 
Pa., to go into an unannounced field. 
Stitt at one .time was the banjo 
player in the Stanley house ork, 
quitting there to become a manager 


finst for WB and then the Harris 
circuit. For the time being, H. A 
Doman, Harris district manager in 


DuBois, Reynoldsville and St. Marys, 
is filling the Jeannette job. 

Lawrence Carettie named chief 
booker at local Mono office, succeed- 
ing Saul Perilman, recently upped to 
sales post by Mark Goldman, branch 
manager. Carettie, formerly with 
Grand National, has been with Max 
Shulgold’s Crown Pictures since GN 
folded. 

Harry Hendel, owner of New Gra- 
nada, named third member of indie 
exhibitors’ labor committee, succeed- 
ing the late William D. Davis. Two 


other members are Alex S. Moore 
land Dr. C. E. Herman, who with 
'Hendel are currently negotiating a 


new IATSE contract. 

Briefies: Robert Roberts named 
manager of Victoria in Wheeling, 
Ww: Vs Hilda Burich, with WB 
theatre checking dept., which has 
been dropped, remains with the 


‘company in the general office here. 


‘ T. G. Shiffer starting a 
theatre in New Bloomfield, Pa. P 
Lou Hannas celebrated 13th wedding 
anniversary recently. . Melvin | 
Edelstein added to UA booking de- 
Comes here from New 
York, where previously connected 
with Alexander Korda. Jake 
Smith, Barnesboro (Pa.) exhib, has 
hit an oil well at Mt. Pleasant, Mich., 
which is yielding 150 barrels daily. 

Walter R. Ha’l, formerly with War- 
ners in the east, named manager of 
WB’s Majestic, Johnstown, Pa., suc- 
ceeding Charles Schiffauer, who goes 
to Strand in Greensburg. Latter spot 
was previously without its own pilot, 


new 


|having been managed by Joe Free- 


man, WB's city chief in Greensburg. 
M. A. Rosenberg, owner of Rialto 


downtown and president of the 
AMPTO of Western Pa., has just 
taken over Al Glaser’s two West 
Park houses, the Parkway and the 
Colony 


Don Stitt, who resigned last week 
as manager of the Harris-Manos in 
Jeannette, Pa.. has joined big garage 
and service station there as adver- 
tising director. Stitt’s first stunt was 
to organize a Banjo Club, with free 
lessons to children of customers. He’s 
a banjo player himself, having played 
with Dave Broudy’s Stanley 


ork for several years. 


Milt Broudy has resigned his post 
with NSS-Advertising Accessories to 
become booker and city salesman for 
Max Shulgold’s Crown Pictures, in- 
die exchange. Before going with 
NSS. Broudy was in the Columbia 
office. 


Briefies: At least four WB houses 


|in this zone are currently being ex- 


tensively remodeled...AMPTO of 
Western Pa. will hold its 20th annual 


jconvention here Oct. 21-22...Sam 
Neaman, Natrona exhib, ailing in 
the Montefiore hosp here...Another 


Film Row old-timer passed on last 
week. He was Dennis J. O’Brien, 
salesman with the Pathe 
..Pittsburgh Theatre Co., 
owner of Clark building, where Stan- 


house | 


|der the tag of the Greater Inde- 


pendent Circuit, has shuttered and 
this makes the third house of the 
circuit to be padlocked since the 
merger several weeks ago. The 
others that are dark are the Dakota, 
in South St. Louis, and the Nor- 
mandy in St. Louis County. 

Other indie operators are expected 
to join the Greater Independent 
Circuit as soon as the details of the 
booking pool between St. Louis 
Amus. Co. (Fanchon & Marco), and 
houses operated by the Ansell Bros., 
the Shuchart Investment Co. and a 
syndicate of which Bess Schulter is 
a guiding light are divulged. Wehr- 
enberg has declared he is not inter- 
ested in this bocking as all of the 
houses of the Greater Indep2ndent 
Circuit are in the subsequent run 
category while the others are second 
and third run theatres. 

O. O. Lessing has signed a deal 
obtaining a franchise for the St 
Louis territory from Astor Pictures, 
independent distributor. He former- 


| ly represented B. N. Judell in that 


territory. Lessing will operate un- 
der the firm name of Variety Pic- 
tures, 

First deal for Astor has been 
closed with Fanchon & Marco, cov- 
ering its own theatres and the St. 
Louis Amusement Co. string which 
it operates. 

Karp Adds Syracuser 
Buffalo, Sept. 3. 

Mayfair, Syracuse, taken over by 
Jack Karp to be operated by May- 
fair Cinema. 

Abe Corin’s Alcazar, Syracuse, to 
reopen shortly after alterations. 

Dean Rundell, former operator of 
the Tioga, Owego, dead after a long 
illness 

Palace, Clifton Springs, formerly 
operated by Richard De Tota, now 
being run by Mrs. H. Hallick. 

Reuben Farber sold the Commo- 
dore to Al Francis, formerly owner 
of the Liberty, under whose man- 
agement the house reopened Labor 
Day 

Avon, Addison, formerly operated 
by Florenee Chism, closed. 

Cataract, Niagara Falls, reopened 
after summer darkening. 

Fred Strong, manager of Colonial, 
Moravia, resigned to enter candy 
business; successor still unnamed 

Jerry Shea, brother of the late 
Mike Shea, who operates the Hipp, 
Toronto, visiting here. 

Jacob Rappaport will build a mod- 
ern new 1,000-seater at Lovejoy and 
Gold, eastside nabe. Completion by 
Jan. 1 next. 





Lincoln Staff Shifts 
Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 3. 

Lincoln Theatres staff readjust- 
ments this week in line with the 
resignation of Edward Vaughan, Line 
coln manager, who went to the op- 
position Dent circuit in Greeley, 
Colo. (Chief), replacing George Mon- 
roe, Jr. LTC’s city manager, Bob 
Huffman, now surrounds himself 
with Harvey Traylor as manager of 
the Lincoln; Paul Anderson, at the 
Stuart, and Eugene Shanahan, at the 
Nebraska. First line managerial 
staff lost M. E. Lofgren, who went to 
Harry Warren's Central States Thea- 
tres in York, Neb., eight weeks ago, 
and Vaughan, who joined Dent (29). 

In Kearney, Neb., George Monroe, 

(Continued on page 25) 
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EXTRA! 


“RHYTHM ON . 
RIVER” GIVES | 
N. Y. PARAMOUNT 
BIGGEST LABOR 
DAY BUSINESS 
IN 5 YEARS!.... 


topping every Crosby picture ever to play 
that theatre...AND outgrosses ‘‘Road to 
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Paramount’s “RHYTHM ON THE RIVER’”’ 


Starring 


Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, Basil Rathbone | 


with OSCAR LEVANT, Lillian Cornell, Oscar Shaw, Charley Grapewin, 
Jean Cagney, William Frawley, John Scott Trotter. 


Directed by Victor Schertzinger; Screen Play by Dwight Tayler, Based on a Story by Billy Wilder and Jacques Thery 
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Real Actors on Location, Too Much 
B.0. Opposition to Lefty’s Filmery 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Sept. 3. 


Dear Joe: 

Well, our town is in an uproar—we finally got a troupe from Hollywood 
using the town as a location for shooting an unnamed Western picture, It 
seems McNamara, the director cf the picture, passed through here some 
time ago and saw a big tree that he got a terrific yen for, and he has been 
waiting all this time for a spot in a script that calls for a tree. Well, he 
got it and insisted that his company come here and use the tree. I think 
it’s for a hanging scene. He tried to locate the owner of the land that the 
tree is on, as he wanted to pay $100 a day fer the use of it, and the funny 
part of it is nobody seems to know who the tree belongs to as the records 
were burned at the County seat about 10 years ago. Of course a lot of 
smart-guys tried te edge in and collect, but finally the Town Council gave 
permission to use the spot without dough. It’s one time in my life that I 
wished I owned a tree; it just goes to show you one never knows what to 
invest money in these days. . 

It sure gives me and Aggie a great kick to watch the actors walking 
areund the town trying to act like regular human beings and all the town 
folks trying to act like actors. The gals of the town are wearing their best 
dresses and shorts, the boys are putting on their best Gable-manners, the 
old folks walk and talk like character people they have seen in the movies, 
and every kid in town is around doing hand-stands, making faces, walking 
like Chaplin and trying to out-Reoney Mickey, while their mamas hang 
around the director trying to call his attention to their offspring’s wonder- 
ful talent. Everybody thinks McNamara, the director, will look at ‘em 
and say, ‘My Gawd, you're just the type, sign this contract at once for 
$1,000 a week!’ Well, sc far all the director seems to look at is that tree 
and all he sez is, ‘Gee, ain't it swell?’ 

Business at the theatre is not so good, as picture actors in the flesh walk- 
ing the streets is too much Opposish. Some of the actors drop in to see 
the show, but thats’ all on the cuff, the only free thing they get in the 
town, outside the tree. Everybody raised their prices for everything. 
Even the 5-and-10 is thinking of raising its prices. The slogan seems to 
ba, ‘Let's take the actors.” Everybody figures they are helping the actors 
by charging them more for everything. “They can take it off their ineome 
tax,’ is the cherus the towners are singing. 

Maybe They'll Find Judge Crater 

The hotel opened up rooms that they didn't know they had. It's one of 
them places that you have running water when you tilt the pitcher. It 
also has plenty of pillow pigeons. The leading lady of the picture wanted 
the second and third floor because she said she tessed in her sleep. One 
actor told me they gave him a room with a window that didn’t open, but 
az there was no glass in it hé had no occasion to open it. All the kids of 
the town hang cut in the 1 getting autographs. When I was a kid we 
were thrilled just to look at an actor without trying to find out if he could 
write or not. These actors seem to be a pretty nice bunch, although when 
I talk about vaudeville to them they don’t know anything about it; all 
they know is pictures, and only the ones they've been in themselves. 

The barber in town is worried on account of this being a Western picture; 
he figures they will preview it here and everybody in town will start grow- 
ing beards and long hair for the opening. 

It seems somebody is always worrying ) 
One of my customers is worried about what the King and Queen of Eng- 
land say to the different war workers they meet in the newsreel pictures; 
you always see them shaking hands and talking, but never hear what they 
say. I guess they say the same things as the catcher sez to the pitcher 
when they have a talk. 

Best to the gang and takeahandfulforyourself, SEZ 

Your pal, 


about something in this world. 


Lefty. 
P.S.—Rae Samuels sez, ‘The heart has no wrinkles.’ 


~_ ——_—____— _-— 


spot for RKO in 





1 E. Helms, in that 
Dallas, resigned. 


Theatre Flooded 2d Time 


Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 3. 
Marshall theatre swamped by 
flood second time less than a month. 
Six feet of water. 


Exchanges 


Continued from page 23 











Sr., who just opened the new Fort, 
Aug. 2, made a deal giving 50% of 
the house to his son, George, Jr., who 


came on from Greeley, Colo., to), G. F. Lundy announces 250-seat 

manage the property. Senior Mon- png Mes parawen, 5. oe owns 

roe is biding time here, and plans | *'!% ere. : 

to remodel the Colonial, once it is|_ 5a%ford, Fla. board has okayed 
Sunday pix, thus removing ban 


determined when and if the Variety 


theatre is to be torn down. clamped on some time ago. 


State, Charlotte, new sound equip- 


Orville Rennie, for several years 
stu, 7 ~ * ment 
city manager for Tri-States in) en! ; 
Hastings, Neb., left the outfit Sunday Buddy Turner, assistant manager 


State, Spartanburg, resigned to entér 
private business. 

Pat McSwain, former manager, 
| Strand, Spartanburg, named manager 
lof WGNC. Gastonia, N. C. 
| Dade Theatres, Inc., Miami. in- 
corporated, 100 shares, R. P. Terry, 
A. Prothro. R. O. Burr, directors. 

Vogue Theatre Corp., Orlando, 
Fla., incorporated, 10 shares, $1,000 


(1) to 
KHAS 

The Variety (old Liberty), swelled 
from 900 to 1,100 seats and taking it 
from action to A bracket operation, 
Opened Wednesday night (28) with 
‘All This, and Heaven Too’ (WB). 
It's a Nebraska Theatres, Inc.. prop- 
erty, allied to the L. L. Dent-West- 
land Theatres of Colorado and Okla- 


manage new radio station, 


homa. NTI g.m. is Howard Federer, | Par, G. C. Diamond, Norma Butt, 
and the house is managed by Bill a. Cargill directors 

Knight. It is single feature, 44c and Fred Beaty, Capitol, Macon, Ga., 
28c assumed duties as prexy Macon The- 


When Federer, incidentally, want- | atre Club 


ed to change the Varsity, the name Milton Starr, Nashville, owner 
of the house immediately prior to the Union, Spartanburg, plans to re- 
new title, from the old to his new, ™model and operate second house 
theatre, he sought a new name for | here 


the sld house which wouldn’t be too ; 
RKO-Schine S'‘cuse Shifts 


expensive. Variery, lying on his 
desk, gave him the answer. Syracuse, Sept. 3 
Called the neon man. had him Reorganization of the RKO-Schine 
move the ‘I’ and sub the ‘S’ with an | Personnel in Syracuse was com- 
'E.’ So now it's the Variety theatre. | Pleted yesterday Harry Unterfort, 
, |succeeding Gus W. Lampe as city 
a | manager, will continue as manager 


Shutters in Towa |of Keith’s, assisted by Irving Cantor. 











organization will represent Philly at | 
the preeming of ‘Howards of Vir- | 
ginia’ at Richmond. 

Bill Goldman, Daniel Katlin and | 
Sidney H. Ellis celebrating birthdays 
this week, 

Stanley-Warner circuit planning 
new 1,000-seater at Westgate Hills, 
new development in Upper Darby | 
Township. 

Earle Sweigert and Herb Elliott to | 


| be ‘Kings-for-a-day’ at Variety Jubi- 


lee banquet at Atlantic City tonight 

(Tues. ). 
Charles Zagrans, new RKO branch 

manager, and Frank McNamee, the 


| man he succeeded, will be the guests 


| 


j 


of honor at a dinner tendered by the 
industry at the Warwick hotel Sept. 
26. 





March of Time 


Continued from page 3 








first showing the new version of 
‘Ramparts’ in Memphis Friday (30). 
UFA and the German Embassy, | 
however, refuse to accept de Roche- | 
mont’s title and, it is understood, will 
take steps to legally protect its copy- 
right as well as make whatever re- 
prisals are possible. Rep of the Ger- 
man government on Thursday (29) 
threatened the head of ‘a chain of 
theatres’ (presumably RKO) with in- 
dividual legal actions against each 
house in which ‘Ramparts’ was 
played and hinted at reprisals to be 
taken against a European affiliate of 
the American exhibition circuit (pre- 
sumably RKO Radio Pictures). 


MOT Assumes Responsibility 


De Rochemont immediately wired 
Baron Ulrich von Gienanth, second 
secretary of the German .Embassy, 
that MOT would take full legal re- 
sponsibility and asked that ‘one 
Ernest Hepp, representing himseif 
as connected with the Germany Em- 
bassy...cease threatening theatre €x- 
hibitors.’ 

MOT is using the UFA footage in 
a new ending put on ‘Ramparts’ after | 
test engagements. It shows German 


| armed might, purpose being to point 


} 
} 


fin South 


up the necessity of preparedness 
here. De Rochemont declared that 
the Germans have no objection to 
use of the film, as it was produced 
for propaganda purposes, but do ob- 
ject to MOT’s substitution of its own 
sound track. This changes the se- 
quence from pro to anti-Nazi bally- 
hoo. 

MOT producer charges that the 
Germany Embassy is attempting cen- 
sorship. He pointed out that ‘Bap- 
tism’ was not only given away free 
to theatres in this country, but that 
America houses were ac- 
tually paid to play it. This makes 
clear, he declared, that it is not pay- 
ment for the use of the firm that is 
being sought, but rather a clamp- 
down on freedom of expression. 

George Nitze, UFA chief in New 
York, who usually goes out of his 
way to be affable to the American 
press, refused to talk on the matter 
and acted annoyed at reporters’ ques- 
tions 


‘Baptism’ Clip in M.O.T.’s 

‘Ramparts’ Stirs Memphis 
Memphis, Sept. 3. 

Inclusion of scenes from ‘Baptism 

of Fire’ in ‘Ramparts We Watch’ 

caused quite a flurry here among 

press public and officials of Loew’s 


Palace, where the revised picture 
had its initial opening on Friday 
(30). Excitement started with ar- 


rival here by plane of Albert E. 


| Sindlinger, MOT ad and promotion 


head, with the print. Whether for 
ballyhoo purposes, or because of ac- 
tual threats by the Bund, as was 
claimed, Sindlinger and the print 
received police protection from the 
airport. 

With arrival 
theatre, it 


of 
was learned 
Joseph R 
York office, 
of the film 
gave the press 
other a new lead and it 
quickly followed up by arranging a 
screening of the disputed footage 
for the newspapers in the afternoon. 


the film at the 
that on or- 
Vogel of 
‘Bap- 
be 
an- 
was 


ders from 
Loews New the 


tism’ tion must 


pol 
sheared 


shot at 


This 


'A couple hours later, an okay to 
| splice it onto the original was re- 
ceived, 


' 


i 
| 


Ledyard, Ia., Sept. 3. | Gene Curtis retains the Paramount, | 

W. R. Garman closed his Ledyard | assisted by Dick Feldman. Max | 
here this week, leaving the town | Rubin assumes command at _ the 
without a flicker house. | Eckel. assisted by David Young, new- 
jcomer. Harvey Cocks managing |, 

Strand, with Richard Wiederkeher 

Des Moines Doings Stephen O'Bryan, from 


Des Moines, Sept. 3. 
office manager at Sioux | 
alls, has been appointed office mgr. 
and head booker in the more im- | Philadelphia, Sept. 3. 
eet exchange at Des Moines by! The Showmen’s Club meets Thurs- 
RKO, while Marvin Wolfish, booker | day to iron out plans for the opening 
in Minneapolis, moved into Hill’s/ of its new headquarters on Vine 
post at Sioux Falls. street. 

— Lung succeeds Wolfish in Elsie Finn and Charles Fisher, 
“tnneapolis and Douglas Desch, | Record columnists; Henry Murdock, 
former branch manager for inde- | Evening Ledger film critic, and 


assistant. 
| Corning, takes over Palace, 


Al Hill, 


Philly Film Row Briefs 


pendent distributors in Kansas City, | Everett Callow, Ted Schlanger and 
Named oifice mgr. at Dallas. Robert | Skip Weshuer of the Stanley-Warne 


Serer e te *etaeeve tees ae seat . 


| over title to the picture.’ 


| 
' 


Nazi Embassy’s Stant 
Washington, Sept. 3. 
Spokesman for the German Em- 
bassy here attempted to briish off 
the current dispute with March of 
Time, terming it merely ‘a conflict 


however, that in splicing a chunk of 
‘Baptism of Fire’ into ‘Ramparts We 
Watch, MOT had deliberately dis- 
torted the UFA film. 

This was accomplished, 


he de- 


clared, by more distortion in quoting | 
| third quarter of the company’s pres- ' 


parts of Herman Rauschning’s book, 
‘Voice of Destruction,’ in the com- 
mentary accompanying the ‘Baptisni’ 
footage. 


_e@aee ener an Oy 


He said, | 


oes tee tarew-. 


Profiteering on U.S. Taxes, an Old 


Law, Caused Crackdown on Detroit 
Niteries; Theatres Warned Similarly 


Detroit, Sept. 3. 
Theatres planning to raise their 
prices to round numbers to duck the 
inconvenience of handling the pen- 


nies on the new Defense Act taxes! 


had better warn their help not to tell 
the public that 
because of the new taxes. It is apt 
to make Uncle Whiskers very sore, 
indeed. 

While the theatres in these parts 


prices were raised 


!their prices but they better not tell 


the customers it is because of the 
new Defense taxes. That is using 
them as a pretext for price ad- 


vancing which comes under the head 
of profiteering on Federal taxes, It 
will have to be made clear to the 
public that the raises are raised for 
convenience in money handling, is a 


| general raise or something of that 
nature with the citizens also know- 
ing just how much of the money 


gained public good will by pointing | 


out that the new taxes were for 
patriotic purposes such as battle- 
ships, ete., for national defense and 
got no squawks on the _ raises— 
neither did they up their prices 
save for penny tax collections—the 


tavern keepers just rolled knee- 
deep in trouble. 

For instance, breweries absorbed 
most of the new tax in Michigan | 


and only passed along what would 
have amounted to about Yc a bot- 
tle. But it was too good an cppor-| 
tunity for the barkeeps, night clubs 


actually is being collected as a Fed- 
eral tax. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 


ing fair $3,000. Last week, dandy 
$6,900. 

Liberty (J-vH) — ‘Stayed for 
Breakfast’ ‘Col). Indicates big 


$5,300, holding. Last week, ‘Captain 
Caution’ (UA), $5,000, good. 

Musie Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Love You Again’ 


and other places to miss so they q ite B Bb 
promptly increased the price of | 32 's00. pel et aaa fine 
Michigan bottle beer from 10c to lic | 0 h nn (Ha, st ‘k Ev é ) 
when lle would have been plenty. | (850: 30.40-50)-Kit Carson’ (UA) 
Not only did the brewers Of and ‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th). Big 
Michigan yell—it put their product | campaign for ‘Kit,’ getting big 
in the same price group as beer / $7,300. Last week, ‘Round Mountain’ 


imported from outside the state—_| 
but Uncle Sam _ got interested. 

It seems there is an old Federal 
law against profiteering on Federal | 
taxes. Anybody who raises prices 
under guise that it is a Federal tax 
is subject to fine of $1,000 and one, 
year imprisonment. 

And the Government isn’t fooling 
about enforcing that ancient statute. | 
In Michigan and other points in the 
midwest the Alcohol Tax Unit is in- | 
vestigating price-raising brought, 
about by the new taxes among the 
liquor and beer dealers. In Detroit | 
alone they have checked up on more 
than 40 complaints and are ready} 
to crack down. The Government of- 


(Par) and ‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) good 


| $5,300. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-40- 
50)—‘Drive by Night’ (WB) plus 
vaude. Eyeing neat $6,200. Looks 
to holdover. Last .week, ‘3 Faces 
West’ (Rep) and vaude, $5,100, big. 


| Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Rhythm River’ 
|(Par) and ‘Chan Wax Museum? 


(20th) getting fine $6,500. Last week, 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Golden 
Gloves’ (Par) (2d week) okay $3,600. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 


| 50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (4th week). 


Indicates sock $2,800. Record run at 
this house. Last week. swell $3,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling)—‘Lillian 
Russell’ (20th) and ‘Opened by Mis- 





























, take’ (Par) (2d run). Looking for 
ficials aver the law applies the same gne $2,500. Last week, ‘Sandy a 
way to theatres. | Lady’ (U) and ‘20-Mule’ (M-G) (2d 

It is o.k. for them to advance!run), fairish $2,000. 
| sai ( 
: 2 3 
| New York Theatres | 

















MORE GR A ARE ERE RETESET PID 
THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT’ THE 


one @ 
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GONE WITH 
WIND 


jy will not be shown except 
t advanced prices, at least until *41 
For Reservations Call Cl 6-4642 
Alr-Conditioned 


ASTOR it 


46m Se. 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m 





Beginning Friday, Sept. 6th 
JAMES KOSALIND 


STEWART RUSSELL 


in 
No Time for Comedy 
A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 
LARRY CLINTON 4! 


Ore, 
Broadway 
& 4ith St. 


Ia 
Person 
ir- 


Comat loned STRAND 








Air-Conditioned 


s Thursday 
New York is @ 

Boom Town Broadway 

Clark Gable @ Spencer Tracy 
Claudette Colbert @ Hedy Lamarr 


“BOOM TOWN” 


A Metro Mayer Picture 
In Person Dr. L, Mon. Nite 


Start 


Goldwyn 
QY. Ev 


Starts Thur., Sept. 5 


“ANDY HARDY 
Last Times Wed, |} MEETS e 
DEBUTANTE 


4 
‘New Moon’’ | — 
In Person 
Held Over! 
Fd Sullivan 
Harvest Moor 
Dance Winners 


In Person | 
Kd Saltivan 
Harvest Moon 


Danee Winners 


20TH-FOX’S PFD. DIVVY 
Directors of 20th-Fox last Thurs- 
day (29) declared the regular quar- 
terly dividend of 37%sc on the pre- 
ferred stock, Divvy covered the 


ent operating year. 


Distribution will be made Sept. 30 


ito stock on record Sept, 16. 
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RADIO 
cITY 


MUSIC HALL 
“LUCKY 
PARTNERS" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 



















2ND WEEK 
In Person 
Ken MURRAY 
Will BRADLEY 
and His Band 


Biog 


CROSBY 


“Rhythm on 








the River” Dinah SHORE 
A Paramouat Extra 
Picture TITO GUIZAR 







Midnite Screen Shows 
*e*ertetaetekneeherenetkeaaern * 









Alfred Hitchcock's Production of 
HELD OVER 


‘Foreign Correspondent’ 


UNITED 
ARTISTS RIVOLI at 49th St. 
MIONITE SHOWS 


Doers Open 9:30 A.M, 


' 
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190 HITLER'S MOST POWERFUL = | 
[-™-~ FIFTH COLUMN WEAPON 


Baptism of Fire, a new Nazi propaganda film produced by the German State Film Trust, is 
designed to terrorize the officials of countries which Germany is about to conquer. Leland 
Stowe, famed foreign correspondent for the Chicago Daily News, reports the film’s terrify- 
ing effect upon high Norwegian Government officials just prior to the Nazi invasion. Baptism 
of Fire also used to “soften” neutral Belgium and Holland. The film was shown effectively 
to King Carol of Romania. 


SEIZED BY THE BRITISH 
“AS CONTRABAND OF WAR | | 


| Vast quantities of Nazi propaganda material seized by British Contraband Control officers at 
Bermuda, Gibraltar, Hong Kong and Port Said. Among seizures are prints of the notorious 


Nazi propaganda film, Baptism of Fire. 
a 


| ANALYZED AND EXPOSED BY | 
pee FOREMOST U.S. EXPERTS 


Says H. V. Kaltenborn, radio commentator and student of propaganda methods: ‘‘No mat- 
ter what effect the Germans intended this picture to have on Americans, Baptism of Fire 
tells us we must be prepared in our defenses and alert in our minds to resist the men and 
methods which glorify war and terror. Every American must see this picture.”? Says famed 
military expert Major George Fielding Eliot: ‘“‘Baptism of Fire shows us Germany’s mys- 
terious ‘secret weapon’—trained manpower coordinated with modern military machines. To 
clear-thinking Americans, Baptism of Fire carries but one message, , . PREPARE!” 


| NAZI OFFICIALS SEEK T0 
| | rm -- BAN OWN TERROR FILM 
| AS ‘UNFAIR TO GERMANY’ | 


A spokesman of the German Embassy at Washington says: “Baptism of Fire when shown as 
part of The Ramparts We Watch is misleading. Rights to show our picture in this way must 
be denied.”’ 


BUT AMERICA WILL SEE IT 
as 


“THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH” 


‘ A NEW KIND OF MOVIE...FIRST FEATURE PICTURE PRODUCED BY THE MARCH OF TIME , 
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BLUE'S 5-MIN. NEWS SPOTS 


— —- + 


Chain Income From Time Sales NF Da ICY FIR | ASCAP vs. Webs a Poker Game’ 


COLUMBIA Radio head of an ad agency with programs on both NBC and Colum- 
1940 1929 1938 1937 ; bia last week described the situation now prevailing between the net- 














































































January seeesseee »» $3,575,946 = $2,674,057 $2.879,945 $2,378,620 works and the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
February .........6. 3,330,627 2 541.542 2 680,334 2 264.317 ie ers as a ‘poker game’. He said that the agency men had more than 
March ....:. dead. - ne 2.925.684 3.034.317 2 559.716 a kibitzer interest in the proceedings since, after all, they collect their 
| MR sc iccescvcueds . 3,332,689 2,354,026 2.424180 2563478 |Figured as Listener Stimu- sky commissions from the networks and that the latter can expect 
A ET, GE .e 3,570,727 3.097.484 2 442.283 2. we his support until the crucial moment, Dec. 31, arrives. Then, he added, 
oe Ee .. 3,144,213 2,360,180 1,121,495 Sane lant for Blue Network it will be another thing. With no ASCAP music available, he will 
Bee (ccs eegies eee 3,067,870 2.331.953 1317357 1.988.412 Sees no Difficulty in Sell- rang 4 to pull his No.1 program, The account has already notified him 
Ausust .ssceesseeeee 2,875,657 2.341.636 «1.423.863 —=:1.955,2 ; -Mi to that effect. 
4 ” 55,280 ace = = | This agency man pointed out that, until that time comes, he is under 
vO eae . . $26,404,427 2 1.626.562 393 776 ter Proper Buildup instruction from the account to extend every cooperation to the net- 
Total $ $21,626.56 $17,323,776 $18,746,948 = | work involved, which includes the listing of one or two BMI numbers 
| on each of the musical show’s repertoires, 
MUTUAL CHEAP BUY | . 
1940 1939 1938 1937 | ° 
January sescrscacvee BG7.00 $315.078 $269,894 $213,748 < ss : ' 
February ......+.06 337,649 276.605 253,250 231,286 ae. Hone is SO Oe SS Eee Sees F r iendly Broadcasters Ask ASCAP 
March 390.813 306.976 232 877 247 421 minute news spots across the board. 
yo glia ithe 363 468 one coe “y on The network has sold the 9:30 to 9:35 
SP kss qbeosnaseus ‘ 03, 262,626 189,545 200,134 s “tp! ie a . * e e 
‘ . aids tn - p.m. period to Nash for a news sum 
DU sccVnwadeenenas ° 322,186 234,764 194,201 154,633 : 
SM Re . —- 299,478 228,188 202,412 ee fe eS ee ee 0 VI e S$ a mimi Pe 
Se ere ak wea ty ’ through Saturday, starting Sept. 30. 
OO EEE . 235,182 216,583 167,108 WANS lend Calis the eoot wilt. be anal 
eee ere s0ee 27,86 205, y : wr: elle 
August . 327,885 66,410 104,626 96,629 up via the sustaining route, with ; + . 
. ’ PPS . Kennedy actually starting his as- ° : , 
ot: 2 22 : : ; ' l ‘ ‘ 
ee ccs nankiin + $2,494,370 $2,046,228 $1,671,913 $1,363,707 | ionment Sept 16. Hookup will be Cantor Signs Femme : Regular monthly meeting of tha 
Coast-to-Coast 7 . card of directors of the American 
NBC-RED Setting aside of this five-minute Stage Comics for Airer Society of Composers, Authors and 
1940 1929 #1938 #1937 period constitutes a departure in} Publishers was put off last Thurs- 
January ......c.c0+4 $3,496,393 $3,211,161 $2,634,763 $2,374,633 | Policy for NBC and has been adopted Hollywood, Sept. 3, 18% (28) to tomorrow (Thursday) 
PORTUEET 246 sincsas « 3,226,983 2,975,258 2,507,123 2,273,973 (Continued on page 28) ; ST wCOS, SUPT FT . | penaues & quorum could not be re- 
odin ccs xeaxe . 3,338,440 3,297,992 2,736,494 2,531,322 Eddie Cantor completed the talent ‘cryited. Many of the board mem- 
ere . 3,128,685 2,879,571 2,458,487 2,304,035 |setup of his new entry for Bristol- | bers had left town for the holiday. 
MAY eeeceereeeeees » 3,216,940 2,886,517 2.627,721 2,261,344 LD GOLD GOING Meyers before taking the boat to One of the items to be discussed 
li eae ; Sang02 2719798 = «23770632 018820 New York. On the comedy side will |was a suggestion trom broadcasters 
_ pn Se: . 3,072,338 2.737.926 —-2.368,161 —-2,094,306 be the femme team of Raye and fienc’y to ASCAP that the Society 
, a | ee Davis plus Tommy Mack. Bobby |{} the radio committee of the Nat 
Total Sa ohn ne ee ene $25,541,086 $23,462,140 $20,259.854 $18,067,737 Sherwood directs the music, with tional Aoneatebhend of Broadcasters. 
a {Dinah Shore, recently with Ben», . _ Sa ae Pe ae 
B ne Edgar Fairchild These friendly broadcasters contend 
NBC-BLUE | ede. as vocalist, .Cgar airchil: that ASCAP should, out of good 
presides over the glee club. Vic business tactics, show a disposition 
poe sone “oo Nps Knight will be back with Cantor as t9 exchange views immediately with 
> JORURTY <cicisicceses BOBS $322.73! $1,158,753 $1,167,366 producer and Harry Von Zell hawks iia : 


this group regardless of what 


PORDEURTY fi swisinnes 905,101 ph nods 990,930 1,021,809 PPA the commercials. ACAD cmt Me a the eben 
4 ee eer ere 965,904 87 yee 1,070,335 1,082,961 First 13 programs originate in New tee's setup. 

> a me She we Saw 317,682 815,585 T6479 968875 a ae aerrere: ns aren | pe cae om beng ae ew 9 Another matter that tomorrow's 
NP ceca ces ees . 722,695 622,487 650,529 704,083 | ing its Don Ameche-Claire Trevor] Joi. time Cantor makes another | T*ttiné, is slated to mull over has 
ere ree ecvcee 688,536 569.757. 581,645 688,630 show on the NBC-red to go spot. | musical he Metro ——— to do with regulation of the restric- 
eer rr eT eee 665,924 574.644 572,938 690,871 NBC got its cancellation last week, pl tion practices among ASCAP mem- 


im bers. It will be recommended to 
and the cig’s Friday night program | 


the board that the restricted list 
committee should be empowered 
| with full authority to determine 


what constitutes a ‘restriction in 


Total @evreeeeseeece $6,587,490 $5, 


=~] 


wa 


$2,921 $6,663,627 $7,372,670 folds with the Sept. 27 broadcast. 





, ' eo Series started in early April of this 
*Ditfterent system for allocating billings to the red and blue networks year 


»revailed these years. 
t ; years Lennen & Mitchell, agency on the 





aieieienennl g00d faith,’ as provided for in th 
account, has already begun to scout ASCAP bylaws and licensing con- 
NBC RED TOPS | KIDDIES ARE BACK around for available time on local | tracts. There is strong sentiment 








i stations, although nothing has been | that the practice of restricting num- 
Juve Shows Return te Buff. Air| Set as to program policy. Decision aa bers has been awkwardly handled 
| With the Fall to go spot is reputed to have been and that a clear set of rules on the 


a influenced by the way a campaign in KFWB, Los Angeles, which is subject should be composed. 
o_9 ~ oa tel; t +e Sf ti : >r | “oY : » r ‘ ¢ ] , 
Buffaio, Sept. 3. past . “walt 1 = anes oe ;} owned and operated by Warner Bros. ASCAP is also working on a policy 
a ee i ie és ‘ace? | Lorillard product, has been generally . ‘ t} ’ ; 7 o closer co-opera- 
| With fall's approach, local kiddies pr mete Pictures, Inc. yesterday (Tuesday) “ at would look to closer cOo-opera 

g. 

| Liberty Shoe Co. resumed backing No disposition has been made by | signatured a new five-year licensing 
Sunday (1) of WEBR ‘Children’s|the agency of the future of Her b| agreement with the American So- 
Hour’ and Wm. Weckerie Co.. milk | Polesie. who was brought in this; ciety of Composers, Authors and 


hours are flocking back to the ether. on with agency producers of com- 
mercial programs, even though 
has decided not to deal directly with 


such users for performing rights if 


NBC grossed 12.9% more in time 


sales for its two links this August jealers, brings back ‘Village School’ | Summer to produce the Ameche-| Publishers. no new deal is made with the ne 

than it had for the like period of Sept. 14 over WBEN. Trevor stanza, which has always Harry Maizlich, general manager works. The way will be eased for 

1939. The red network was up 12.2%, | WEBR Stanza with Al Zink as originated from Hollywood. L & T's} of the station, who is in New York agencies with short appropriations 

while the blue took a jump of 15,9%. | ‘Uncle Bill’ will run 45 minutes up| OMly other program from that point| on a business trip. did the signing. to make freer use of production and 

CBS ran behind the red, with | to Sept 15, when NBC’s Moylan Sis- | is the Woodbury Playhouse, of which | terms of the contract are the same like numbers, 

$2,375,657. the former’s August tally. | ters shift to later Sunday time. Spot | Bill Robson is the producer, is made available to the broadcasting John G. Paine, ASCAP general 

Columbia’s margin over August,!then will occupy full 11-to-noon ‘ industry by ASCAP a couple months ' manager. will within the next week 4 
4 1939, is 228. On the first eight | hour. Station carried the show as a ago. issue the first of a series of letters 
’ mouths CBS holds an edge of 22.2 | sustainer through the hot months, Wonder Bread Buys WB is also owner of the Harms. to broadcasters explaining ASCAP’s 

over last year. | when eight-year sponsor asked his Witmark and Remick catalogs, which viewpoints on such questions as net- 





NBC's grand billings last month | first suspension. WBEN is f MacQuarrie, Moving are included in the ASCAP reper- work responsibility; why he wasn’t 
ah or 


came to $3,738,262, as compared to Weckerle show on is } toire. yermitted to speak before the recent 
4 Paton f . i * »ple vt Cc ( yr ff rear =. | . r . x . > 
$3.312.570 for last August. This time | 39 wee ks, through Barlow Advertis Hi Fro NRC to CBS Indie stations in New York. which NAB convention; what part tl 

the red link accounts for $3,072,338 | "3 ©9° m m subsist almost entirely on vpro- 4SCAP catalog plays in the cultural 


and the blue, $665,924. On the com- gramming based on popular record- and business ends of broadcasting, 


parative first eight months of the ’ ° ° Los Angeles, Sept. 3 ings and transcriptions are warily @%- 
year NBC is up 10%. Broken down CBS Musical Omz siete  taertane | watching ene another for any sian 


Haven larrie $s 


Marks the first commercial for 


by networks this latter increase fig- i | : 3 sta f 2 move toward eithe: 1e of the ‘i 
ures 3‘ leg sail’ ea 7 Ro ‘lub,’ ng sustaining 1 NB ' 
ures 82% for the red and 17.8% fo Gene Ge cael. 9)Sek oe tee radio-ASCAP fence. Indie outlets CHESTERFIELD CLOSES 
eo toe. } Swings to CSS sept. ¢ under spon- | such as WNEW, probably the biggest , 
Mutual’s August °40 gross was Ae TI a y nner Wintel | sor? ip of Wonder Bread and Host- | user of records, WMCA WHN DEAL FOR ‘PROF QUIZ 
97 @es “4 3 ‘> You hink ou Know Music: | wTrATC rE , } <a P 
$227,865 or 10.9% better than it had CBS ( i zm.c ‘d by Ted Cott with less Cake Family quizzer displaces WINS, WEVD, WOV, etc will be - 
ween a year ago. The increase on the; ~~ ati Liebling judge. will | ‘Sky Blaze: Cash nrizec wil! he|toreed to forego recording of cama 
first eight months was 21.9% critic Leonard Liebling as Judge, will | sky Mlazers. =—ash pris Wi »- | ASCAP tunes if they don’t sign up’ Chesterfield (Liggett & Myers) 
sign off with its 64th broadcast next | offered to contending husbands and i+} a . > a “ > 
‘ ia os .. ee tt eT st. 9 Originally broad 4 with the Society before De 1 vill take over the ‘Professor Quiz 
week (Sept. 9). Originally broada- ae tah — ee ae Ral , : 4 
’ cast on Sunday afternoon, program [eee oe See eee » a Martin Block, director of WNEW session Oct. 3 for a 68-station hook- 
NAT L BISCUIT TAKES went off the air for a time, but mail | termine the winners. Half hour |‘Make-Believe Ballroom,’ who airs, up on CBS 
| Ve e, é | : ; ; ; . - 
| osenenes was so strong that it re- show will air from KNX at 7 p.m./|2l hours of records a week in It will be the Thursday 10:15-10 45 
BREAD FROM M C F turned yn a night spot lon Saturdays morning and evening shifts, has an p.m. spot. Newell-Emmett is the 
C Thi week’ (a) broadcast was original tune set to replace his cur-| agency. ~ 
| his cs @ é : as | 
| 





| omitted rent ASCAP theme song Calls it ————— 


National Biscuit Co. is taking the = pinaterscemm MacQuarrie since he abandoned “Do {t's Make Believe Ballroom Time.’ Bi T ’ 
bread portion of its advertising ac- . You Want To Be An Actor.’ Present one is the program title e * ot or ig own 
Count away from McCann-Erick- | iI hoff Vv Go ld enn cn and was first recorded by Charlie 
son. Lord & Thomas has been ten- | aye Ice q Barnet’s band about four years ago. 


tatively tagged as the successor Hollywood, Sent. 3 


'Pepsodent May Air Pee Bs Sd 


agency. Transfer would become ef-| Usual fall shuffle of radio sched- = ne Rinso’s “Big Town’ moves into a 

fective Jan. 1. | ules moves two more programs Over | Its New Mouthwash my —_ Wedne day night SER On C BS when 
NBC Bread underwrote trans- | WOR-Mutual Effective this week, } 4 " " ition it starts its fourth year Oct. 9, va- 

cribed version of Martin Block’s | Composer-conductor Morton Gould's | Pepsodent may introduce another cating its customary Tuesday niche. 

} ‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ over 19) series’moves back from 9:30 p.m. to| one of its mouthwashes on the air cro Program returns to its old formuls, 

? Stations for 26 weeks. This cam-/the 10:30-11 p.m. spot Thursday, {pis fall. It's Maybreath. Product . WORD, Spartanburg, S. C. has with Edward G. Robinson as the i 
paign ended Aug. 16, and the indica- | while Ed Mayehoft’s comedy stanza, | ne tenome tented tn varlee mavinle joined CBS as part of the southeast- crusading editor, and Ona Munson if 
tions are that if the account goes to | ‘Mayeholf on the Town,’ takes the; “~ F ern group as the sobbie. It’s an 8 p.m. spot. : 
Lord & Thomas this series will be vacated niche. | and with success. Its night-time rate will be $100 an Crane Wilbur resumes as script 
resumed, { Number of other WOR-Mutual, Lord & Thomas is the agency. | hour, , editor and producer, 
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NBC Sells Time Away From Mayer 
And Dorothy Thompson's Co-Op: 
Didn't Fulfill Minimum Hookup 


Even though she had already been 
announced to open in the spot Sept. | 
29, Dorothy Thompson, columnist and | 
news commentator, won't be heard| yx 
over the NBC-blue Sundays between | sales manager for CBS here, leaves 
7:30 and 7:45 p.m. NBC last week this week for Chicago to assume new 
took this period away from Frederick 0 eee ro? 
Mayer, who arranges participating | Charlies Morin, KSFO sales man- 
commercial hookups under the name ager, moves down hall to Jackson’s 
of Regional Broadcasters Association, old desk. 
Inc., and sold it to the Better Speech | 
Institute, of Chicago, along with the 


euccessive quarter-hour for a series Feen-a-Mint Also 


starting the same date. 
Reason given by the network for | e 
Pulls Last - Min. 
‘ ~ 
Nix on Spot Biz 





Jackson Moves Up 


San Francisco, Sept. 3. 
M. Jackson, northern division 





depriving Mayer of the period is that | 
he had failed to fill enough stations 

with local or national participating 

advertisers. According to NBC, the 

hookup was to be a minimum of 23 

stations. Mayer had arranged for | 
the setup through an established Cin- | 
cinnati agency, Stockton-West-Burk- | 
hart, Inc. 





Feen-a-mint (Health Products) 
last week did a Vicks and cancelled 
oe its ire spot campaign for the fall 
These participating hookups are ‘8 entire spot. . : 
nothing Lad with ~~ Mone but ever | 4nd winter with the idea of going 
since he worked out a deal with Miss ; 2¢tWork. The laxative has reserved 
Thompson and started soliciting ac- | the oe tng en oe ag 
counts for the proposed Sunday eve- | an th oe Wee tT ° ae “ The 
ning program, station reps have been | pebervenmagyee, Pprene nw : ° 
inquiring among themselves as to | starting date and the show will be 
whether Mayer was engaged in buy- ag oa os oe : , 
ing time for resale. What aroused | Cees ee Compe, = 

volving over 40 stations, was prac- 


the station reps’ speculation wasn’t tically all set to go when the Wil- 


an academic curiosity, but the fact | ,. 
that certain accounts, on which they | iam Esty agency issued the stop 
had been working for spot cam- | orders. Contracts were for 39 weeks, 


. ' with the one-minute announcements 
paigns, suddenly called off these ne- | running at the rate of from two to 


gotiations to join Mayer’s hookup. Kun a week 

NBC explained last week that the As happened in the Vicks situa- 
arrangement which had been ad- tion, the stations on the Feen-a- 
vanced through the Cincy agency. | mint spot list are expected to waive 
made the latter outfit directly re-| performance of the two weeks’ no- 
sponsible for all billings and the re- | tice contained in the cancellation 
cipient of all timescommissions. It | ¢jaguse. 
was also stated that while the net- | 
work had no policy either way on | 
participating hookups, 


more time to inquire a on oe | NOT T00 LATE FOR SOME 
Mayer was also told last week that ¢ RADIO MEN’S SCHOOLING 


he and the agency could fill up at | 
least a basic network he and NBC 
cculd talk business ;that is, if every- 
t*ing else is okay. 








Atlanta, Sept. 3. 
Seven members of staff of WSB, 
NBC Red mouthpiece here, are 
varying the monotony of their radio 
|duties by attending college. And 
;one of ’em is studying to be a 


Martha Deane Switches one of Vem is. studyi 
° reacner. anagemen encourages 
Frem WOR to NBC; Will | this sort of thing, precedent being 


set in case of Marcus Barlett, pro- 

rd - duction manager, who was gradu- 

Use McBride Monicker from Emory U. in June, 1939, 

| with Phi Beta Kappa honors. Bart- 

lett was station’s musical director 
while attending Emory. 








Martha Deane ends her six-year 
stand with WOR, Newark, Sept. 20, 





Blue’s News 








ee CONtiNUEd from page ee 


as another device for stimulating 
listener appeal for the blue network, 
CBS has had Elmer Davis in the 
8:55-9 p.m. spot for a similar chore 
‘over a year. NBC red and Mutual 
‘remain the only cross-country net- 
| works that aren't selling time in fiye- 
;minute units. 

Blue sales department figures that it 
shouldn’t have much difficulty in 
disposing of the 9:35-10 p.m. period 
soon after the nightly news period 
preceeding it has had the proper 
|buildup. Belief in this quarter is 
ithat the 25-minute segments can be 


| developed in important pulling units, 
| provided the right programs are put 
iin them, since the news spot will 
‘have created a potent listening habit. 
Blue’s sales department also pro- 
poses it base its pitch on the claim 
that the 25-minute periods are the 
cheapest buys in network broadcast- 
ing. They will not only sell for 50% 
of the half-hour rate, but be subject 
to the usual blue discounts. Nash is 
paying 25% of the half-hour rate 
for its five minutes. 

NBC has several complications yet 
ito clear up before it can put the 
| nightly five-minute news service into 
effect, but these won't effect accept- 
ance of the order. Complications 
|mostly have to do with the clearance 
of the time on affiliated stations 
which also yelease for the red net- 
work, 

Nash will go on using some spot 
broadcasting in its advertising cover- 
age this fall and winter. 


Musico’ Switch 
Result of Sked 
Jam on WEEI 


Boston, Sept. 3. 

Switch by the A. & P. store chain 
of its ‘Musico’ stanza from WEEI to 
WBZ-WBZA last week resulted 
from an anticipated schedule jam on 
the former station. Account had 
been advised that with the change 
back to standard time the period 
filled by ‘Musico’ would have to be 
pre-empted. Power angle was not 
involved. 

Show will continue to be cleared 
this fali through WJAR, Providence, 
and WTIC, Hartford. Paris & Peart 
is the agency. 














STROMBERG-CARLSON 
PUSHING FM SETS 


Stromberg-Carlson began this 
| week what is believed to be the first 
| campaign to advertise FM radio sets, 
| switching commercials from the for- 








Making It Tough for Stations 





of the contemplated changes. 


Still another é¢lause requires the 


Station reps report that some agencies have made it tougher than 
ever this season for a station to move a piece of spot business without 
subjecting the contract involved to cancellation, 
written into their contracts by a few of these agencies are described 
by the reps as classics in restrictive phraseology. 

One of the clauses quoted requir 
ules undergoes any revision whatever, the agency must be informed 
If the reshuffling involves the agency's 
own spot account and another niche for this account suggested by the 
station does not prove satisfactory to the agency, the latter reserves 
the right to cancel the business immediately. 


Moveability clauses 


es that if a station’s program sched- 


station to furnish a detailed report 


of program sequences in the event any shifts are made. 











WJNO, CBS’ FLA. OUTLET, 
REORGANIZES ITS STAF 


Palm Beach, Fla., Sept. 3. 

Staff of WJNO, CBS station in 
West Palm Beach, has been com- 
pletely reorganized. Ben Decker, 
vet Palm Beach broadcaster, is new 
program director, and Fred Ford is 
commercial manager, with complete 
charge of local sales. Merrill Meade, 
formerly of the Cincinnati Post and 
Miami Daily News, becomes ccom- 
mercial copy chief and news editor. 
John Moore remains as chief engi- 
neer, 


Schedule of eight UP news pro- 
grams are now regular daily fea- 
ture. ‘Mr. Quizbee,’ 30-minute audi- 
ence participation show Tuesday 
nights from the Lake theatre, has 
been sold to three ice companies, 
effective next Tuesday (10). Hunter 
Reams is Mr. Quizbee and Ben 
Decker announcer, 





Jerry Lester 


Drops Phone Bit 
On Hope's Beef 


‘Myer on the wire’ bit which Jerry 
Lester had been doing on the Pepso- 
dent program (NBC-red, Tuesday 
nights) was dropped last week be- 
cause Bob Hope, who is on vacation 








acter was too reminiscent of his own 
Professor Calonna. Both Hope and 
Lester are managed by Jimmy Saph- 
ier, who wrote Lester the taboo in- 


from the spot, thought that the char- 


so that she can devote herself ex- 
clusively to her five-times-a-week 
Florida Citrus series on the NBC- 
blue, starting Sept. 30. Rated in the 
top brackets among earners in the 
radio business, Miss Deane conducted 


Those now in school are: 

Emory U.—Claude Wilson, 
nouncer; Stanley Edwards, music li- 
brarian; James Hardin, announcer; 
Elmo Israel, publicity director. 

Georgia Tech—Marshall Davie and 


during the six years with WOR a) piy; Wyre, both engineers. 


45-minute program five days a week. 
With her departure from that station 
she loses that tag and carries on un- 
der her own monicker, Mary Mar- 
geret McBride. 

In giving up her participating 
series, Miss Deane explained to WOR 
that the work of preparing and do- 
ing a daily 45-minute program was 
getting to be too much and that with 
the citrus account she would not 
only get a network audience, but be 
able to reduce her daily chore. On 
NBC it will be a quarter-hour pro- 
gram. 

The WOR series brought the sta- 
tion $5,300 a week for time and tal- 
ent. Bessie Beatty, who has a writ- 
ing and editing background, will 
take over Miss Deane’s spot Sept. 23. 





Cal. Fair’s Radio Day 


San Francisco, Sept. 3. 


Howard Lane, KFBK, Sacramento, 
has been named chairman of Radio 
Day at California State Fair, Sacra- 
mento, Saturday (7). Bill Adams, of 
KSFO Farm Journal, is secretary, 
with committee including Fox Case, 
CBS public relations director; Ralph 
Brunton, of KJBS, and Horace 
Thomas, publisher of Marysville 
Appeal-Democrat. Kay Kyser’s band 
will be featured attraction. 

Adams will air his 5:30 a.m. and 
12:30 noon editions of Farm Journal 
from fairgrounds on special day. 


| Columbia Theological Seminary— 
Dana Waters, announcer. 
| Publicity Director Israel, lone 
| graduate student among this group, 
holds an A.B. degree from Ala- 
bama VU. 

Another staffman, James Bridges, 
continuity editor, received his di- 
ploma from Georgia U. last week. 


| mer plugs for regular AM sets on structions from Hollywood. 





an- | its three-a-week “Treasury of Music’ 
| series over WQXR, New York. Spon- 


sor also started ®@ushing the FM sets 


| via its mag ads. 


Change of the commercials on the 
‘Treasury’ series coincided with the 
| start of a new year’s contract. Pro- 
|grams are heard over the station’s 
| FM transmitter, W2XQR, as well as 
over the regular transmitter. During 
October, November and December 
the company’s campaign will be in- 
tensified through the use of an ad- 
ditional 30-minute stanza weekly. 
| Stewart, Hanford & Casler, of Roch- 


| ester, N. Y., is the agency. 


WDRC, Hartford, Puts FM Outlet 


In Position to 


Catch Commercials 


Hartford, Sept. 3. 
WDRC is divorcing itself from its 
| offspring FM station, W1XPW, and 


puts same officially on its own feet 


Monday (16). W1IXPW, at that time, 
will become a separate entity, broad- 
casting its own programs and main- 
taining its own staff. Believed to 
be the only FMer in the country to 
maintain its own setup, and it will 
operate at the start on a 12-hour-a- 
day basis. 

| W1XPW has been in operation on 
/1,000 watts power for about a year. 
_Currently pending is a 50,000-watt 
| application before the FCC. Direct 
|; move behind the WDRC setting up 


of FMer which will originate its 
programs from the WDRC studios, is 
probably two-fold. 

One is for propaganda purposes 
for FM. The other is believed to be 
the staircase to commercial sale of 
time. FCC is allowing sale of FM 
time after Jan. 1. 

Robert Provan has been promoted 
from mikeman at WDRC to head of 
promotion and production of the 
FMer. Has been replaced by Robert 
Jones, formerly with WMAS, 
Springfield, and WABY, Waterbury. 
Kenneth McCloud and _ Carlton 
Brown will staff the engineering side 
of the station. Other appointments 
will be announced later, 





Saphier explained that Hope built 
up this telephone bit to the point 
where it had become a very impor- 
tant part of the program and also 
that the stooge that Lester used 
sounded too much like Calonna. For 
last Tuesday night's (27) program. 
Lester substituted a juve characte 
tagged Poindexter, but it was de- 
cided after the broadcast not to re- 
peat him. 

Lester winds 
Sept. 17. 


up for Pepsodent 





Mansfield’s New Tenor 
Spot on ‘Smoke Dream’ 


Cincinnati, Sept. 3. 
Ronald Mansfield, tenor, now with 
| George Olsen’s orch, joins the Cros- 





|on the ‘Smoke Dream’ 30-minute 
Sunday program, which starts a new 
series for LaFendrich cigars Sept. 29 
lon WLW and feeding to the NBC 
Red network. 

He was on the Fibber McGee and 
Molly show for two seasons, 


Uncle WIP’ Hurt 


Philadelphia, Sept. 3. 

Wayne Cody, WIP’s ‘Uncle WIP,’ 
| director of the station’s prégram for 
|moppets, sustained a fractured left 
|arm Wed, (28) in an automobile ac- 
|cident near Pennsgrove, N. J. 

Cody, former orch. leader, Was re- 
turning from the Uncle Wip Club's 
poner picnic at Riverview Beach. 
Nicholas Brown@an 11-year-old club 
member, was also hurt. 











| ley staff Sept. 15 to fill a feature spot | 


Vicks Salvaging 65%, Spot Biz; ‘GWIW’ 
Now Involves Stack-Goble With Grove’s 


7. 





Vick Chemical last week aban- 
doned all its ambitions to do a week- 
ly half-hour version of ‘Gone With 
| the Wind’ over CBS and turned its 
| concentrated attention to salvaging 
what it could of the station list which 
had previously been lined up for a 
26-week spot campaign. Morse In- 
| ternational, regular agency for Vick, 
has been able to recover 65% of sta- 
| tion schedules that had been can- 
| celled when Jerome Patterson, Vick 
advertising manager, closed with the 
Stack-Goble agency for the ‘Wind’ 
| program. Vick is now faced with 
| having to start its air advertising 
| somewhat later than it had originally 
| intended. Most of the old spot con- 
‘tracts called for a Sept. 1 starting 
date, 

In its drive to recover lost ground, 
| Vick got an unexpected break from 
| the sudden cancelling by Feen-a- 
| Mint of its own spot campaign to go 
| network. Vick picked up a number 
of these deleted schedules. Musterole, 
|a competitor, had picked up about 
|25% of the spots Vick canceled. 

Bromo Quinine, through J. Walter 
Thompson, which has the spot end 
of this account, also got some. 

While Vick is trying to forget the 

embarrassments and iriconveniences 
caused by the ‘GWTW’ debacle, and 
undertaking to take up where it left 
off three weeks ago, more compli- 
cations are reported to have bobbed 
up for Richard A. Porter, head of 
| Stack-Goble’s New York office, who 
engineered the ‘Wind’. sale to Vick. 
Porter, it is said in the trade, has 
been called by one of his agency's 
important accounts, Grove’s Brome 
Quinine, on the matter. Grove’s 
predicates its interest on the assump- 
tion that, like Vick, it deals in cold 
remedes and the question that is 
reputed to be intriguing Grove’s is 
whether Porter was in on the deal 
|merely aS a program agent, or 
whether his agency was also to par- 
| ticipate in the time billings and 
| merchandising of the ‘Wind’ series. 

| Grove's is set to return the ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ series to the NBC-blue 
Sept. 29. 


Gov. Dickinson Makes 
A Radio Speech, But 
Piano Sloughs Him 
Detroit, Sept. 3. 
For the first three minutes of Gov- 


ernor Luren Dickinson’s only cam- 
paign speech (28) before Michigan's 











primary election, a piano tinkled 
unwanted accompaniment and 
drowned him out. In fact, Gov. 


Dickinson was on page three of his 
script before his audience—those 
who had stuck it out—could make 
out what he was saying. 

Station WJR here got 
| calls on what was wrong. Nobody 
knew, since it was picking it up 
from another Detroit station, WXYZ. 
| Latter station said it couldn't be 
biamed, since the governor was 
| speaking from WJIM, Lansing. All 
the Detroit stations could do, it was 
Said, was stick with it until the 
| trouble was cleared up. 

Howard Finch, program director 
of WJIM, said he didn’t know either 
what caused the boistrous musical 
background. Republicans yelled 
‘politics... Democrats said it would 
have been better if they had just let 
the piano go it alone. 


plenty of 





San Antonio— Tommy Reynolds, 
who hails from KRBC, Abaline, and 
Bob Snyder have joined KABC’s an- 
nouncing staff. 

WOAI has added Irene Schrimsher 
to its traffic department, and Monte 
Kleban to its production staff. 





e 


Oe 


ee 


> 


t 








— 


' 





Wednesday, September 4, 


1940 


VARIETY 


RADIO 29 





SEE NO TRADE INDICTMENTS | 





Mich. Rep., Demo State Chairmen 
Both Execs of the Same Station 





Lansing, Mich, Sept. 3. | 

State radio directors for both 
Democratic and Republican parties 
during the coming campaign are 
executives of the same station, | 
WJIM, local NBC outlet. Harold F. | 
Gioss, handling the Democratic air 
campaign, is owner and general man- 
ager of the station. Howard K. 
Finch, directing the Republican ef- | 
forts, is production manager, | 

They are close friends and not only | 
intend remaining on speaking terms | 
during the campaign, but will both | 
continue their station activities. 
Gross is also owner of WHAL, Sagi- 
Naw. 


WLW WINS AWARD 
FROM N.Y. FAIR 








Cincinnati, Sept. 3. 


For jis ‘outstanding service to the | 
New York World’s Fair, WLW will 
be presented with a plaque and) 
scroll Friday (6) night during the | 
station’s regular program from the | 
fair, conducted by Joe Ries, educa- | 
tional director of the Crosley 50,000- | 
watter. Notice of the award was re- | 
ceived Jast week by Jim Shouse, | 
general manager of the Crosley sta- | 
iions, from Dr. John S, Young, ra- 
dio director of the fair. 

Last year and again this season, 
WLW carried nightly 15-minute in- 
ierview programs from the Crosley 
building and other points at the fair. 


nicans and supervisors in coast ra- | partially 


ee 


RUMORS INVOLVE 
NBC, CBS, ASCAP 


Petrillo Also Mentioned as 
Facing Government Anti- 
Trust Action — Reports 
Even Set Date of CBS, 
NBC Indictments as Oct. 
5; ASCAP, Oct. 8 





Orville Rennie Quits 
Theatre Post for Radio 


Omaha, Sept. 3. 
Orville Rennie, vet musical com- 
edy tenor, has resigned as manager 
of Tristates’ Rivoli theatre in Has- 
tings, Neb. 
He will become manager of the 
new radio station in Hastings. 


IBEW WOULD INCLUDE 
ALL COAST TECHNICIANS 








WASH. BRUSHOFF 


Washington, Sept. 3. 
ao New York rumors that official 
: Hollywood, Sept. 3. D. C. bodies, ranging from the Fed- 
Campaign has been launched by | era] Communications Commission to 
International Brotherhood of Elec- | the Dept. of Justice, were ‘probing’ 
trical Workers to organize all tech- | sundry radio and music matters are 
: : acknowledged here, but 
dio. KHJ and KMPC are already 'given the brushoff in the main. The 
in the fold, with techicians at latter | elements involved in alleged anti- 
station given increases up to 40%. trust ‘indictments’ are NBC and CBS; 
Current contract with technicians | James C. Petrillo (AFM vs. AGMA); 





| at KHJ is not disturbed by the new | ang the American Society of Com- 


alignment until expiration in 1941. | posers, Authors and Publishers. 


Oo Most conclusive is the ‘-ASCAP 
Al Cormier With WHN 


matter, wherein Jim Hayes, chief 





aide to trust-buster Thurman Arnold 
of the Justice Dept., expressed him- 
Al Cormier, formerly vice-presi- | self as ‘highly pleased with the co- 
dent of Hearst Radio and manager of | operation’ extended him by ASCAP 
WINS, New York, has joined the| in answering a general questionnaire. 
sales staff of WHN, New York. Be- | Whether any formal indictment, or 
sides handling local accounts, he will | even a formal investigation will fol- 
represent the station in Philadelphia. | low, is still nebulous right now. If 
Before being associated with | anything, this is a ‘preview’ to any 
Hearst, Cormier was vice-president | Such action. _ 
and general manager of WIP, Phila- | In re the Petrillo matter, the in- 
delphia. He joined WOR in 1926, as| Guiry is not as far advanced as with 


the station's first time salesman. | (Continued on page 33) 











Harold Meyer New 
Mer. of KYA, Frisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 3. 
Harold H. Meyer is new manager 
of KYA, Hearst outlet here. From 
five years with WSUN, St. Peters- 
burg, Meyer became 





System prior to assignment here. 
It’s his first time In Frisco. 


MPLS. STATIONS CASH 
IN ON POLITICAL SALES 


Minneapolis, Sept. 3. 
With state and national campaigns 
both coming up, local radio stations 
are lining up a large number of 








already have started. 

Other new fall business also is in 
evidence. Station WCCO (CBS) re- 
ports Stott Briquets signed up for 
15-minute broadcasts three mornings 
a week, it taking over the Sunriser 
program running from 6:45 to 7 a.m. 

Same station has a new program 





;}coming up—Sportsman’s Service 
| Bureau, sponsored by Dupont. It 
will consist of Grantland Rice's 


| ‘shooting adventures’ and will be | 
Starts in| 


(electrically transcribed. 


| Sept. 


director of | 
sales for New York Broadcasting | 


political broadcasts. Some of these | 


Rankin Gets Demos’ Nat’ Campaign, 
Wallace to Fisher; Nets Credit Plan 


William H. Rankin Co. has been 
named as the agency on presidential 
‘campaign business by the Demo- 
| cratic National Committee. 

Network hookings will be cleared 
' through this house instead of com- 
ing from the committee direct, as 
| had been the practice up to last 
week, 

M. M. Fisher Associates, of Chi- 
| cago, has been named by the com- 
mittee to handle the spot campaign 
| being used during Secretary Henry 
| Wallace's current tour of the mid- 
west, 
| Both Democratic and Republican 
| national committees in recent meet- 
|ings with the treasurers of NBC, 
| CBS and Mutual worked out credit 
| arrangements whereby the politicos 
| will be billed the first of each month 

and make payments the 15th of 
| Sept., Oct., and Nov. 





25G SLANDER SUIT 


Attorney Charges Radio Commenta- 
tor Damaged Him That Much 





Seattle, Sept. 3. 


Charging that he slandered him in 
a broadcast over a local station, 
John C. Stevenson, attorney, filed a 
suit for $25,000 against Lester M, 
Hunt, radio commentator. 

Politicos here are throwing bombs 





at each other verbally and it won't 
be surprising if several other like 
| suits are filed before the primaries, 
—— 














WJR 
DETROIT 





50,000 WATTS 











(CBs 


For more information about WJR, one of the sixteen CBS 50,000 watt stations, inquire of Edward Petry & Company. 


THE GOODWILL STATION 


Michigan's greatest | 
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, WE ? 

Sandra Michael, author of ‘Against the Storm’ and ‘Lone Journey,” hold- 
ing story conferences by phone as she recupes at her Silvermine (Conn.) 
home from recent appendectomy....Hyla Kiczales, WOV g.m., back from 
stay at Saratoga Springs....Bill Strauss. chief announcer at WQXR, back 
from Washington ‘vacation,’ during which he attended White House and 
State Department press conferences and haunted the radio gallery of the 
Senate....Carlton Warren, WOR announcer, figures his five-a-week 


more than a month’s time out of every year. 


band.’ back from rest in Nantucket....Wynn Murray, singer in ‘American 


from Casa Manana, Culver City, Calif.....Edward Irvin, production man- 
ager of WBNX, N. Y., cruising in Long Island Sound, 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


End of last month marked 40 years in show biz for C. B. deMille. Over 
the four decades he has functioned successively as actor, playwright, man- 
ager, director and producer....Carl Hoff directing the music at Los 
Angeles county fair for the second vears....NBC’s new sustainer, bowing 
Sept. 7, features Billy Halop (Dead Ender?) and Phyllis Ruth in Charles 
Marion’s dramatic ‘Baggsy O'Day’. ed Hediger produces for the net.... 
Andre Kostelanetz and Lily Pons boated in from Hawaiian vacash.... 
Devere Zimmerman leaving her publicity post at Young & Rubicam to 
take the vows with John Van Horson, manager of agency’s merchandising 
department in New York....Adaptations for Silver Theatre series, re- 
suming Oct. 6, will be done by Robert Riley Crutcher, brought in by 
Young & Rubicam on a 39-week deal. Cary Grant leads off the guest 
parade....Arthur Eddy, late of Warners studio flackery, dreaming up ex- 
ploitation stunts for Eddie Robinson's ‘Big Town’....Carl Moritz checked 
out of KNX press staff to personal rep Bobby Sherwood, music director 
for Eddie Cantor’s new show....Ted Sherdeman working with Carroll 
Nyre on Union Oil scripts while Jon Slott convalesces from hospital siege 
....Chase & Sanborn program back at the barrier with the same setup as 
before....Walter O’Keefe here to hop up actor interest in Wendell Willkie 
....Joe Bigelow putting words into the mouths of Kraft Music Hallers 
while Carroll Carroll takes a month’s layoff in the east....Arch Oboler 
casting for initialer of dramatic series for Procter & Gamble toeing mark 
Oct. 4 over NBC. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jack Drees moving the WIND mike to Hawthorne racetracks to pick up 
the daily feature turf attraction....Quin Ryan up in northern Michigan 
to try to shake hay fever attack... .Elissa Landi, just finishing ‘Wings for 
America’ show over WGN-Mutual, will personal with George Jessel at the 
loop Oriental next week....Louise Fitch added to ‘Houseboat Hannah’: 
Betty Ruth Smith to ‘Painted Dreams’; Mary Marren and Dorothy Francis 
to ‘Road of Life,’ and Helen Van Tuyl, Judith Alden, Donald Kraatz and 
Frankie Pacelli to ‘Midstream’....Cleve Conway set for permanent an- 
nouncing job with NBC here....Nan Wynn set through Columbia Artists 
for engagement in the Ambassador hotel’s Pump Room, switching the 
warbler over from the Sherman hotel’s College Inn....Michael Romano 
#0es into cast of ‘Li’l Abner’ at NBC. 


commuting between the station and his home in Bridgeport, Conn., totals | 


its usual lineup of eastern collegiate 


football broadcasts this fall, will 
isponsor nine of the games over 
' : _ . cr 

WOR. New York. Six of the WOR 


airings will be Yale games, five of 
them from New Haven and sixth 
the Eli-Penn game in Philadelphia, 
i}also heard over 
| Five Yale home 
| Dartmouth, Navy. 
'and Harvard. 





Brown, Cornell 


Atlantic grid schedule over WOR 
 staste Sept. 28 with the Ohio State- 


Edwin Wolfe, director of ‘Pepper Young’s Family’ and ‘Second Hus- | pitsburgh game from Columbus, fol- | 
: “ | lowed by the Yale-Penn contest, four | 
Jubilee,” to be guest soloist on Raymond Page's ‘Musical Americana’ Sept.| y.1. pjome games, the Penn-Army | 
19 ...Jimmie Lunceford’s orch being heard thrice weekly on CBS wire | same from Philly. the Yale-Harvard | 


;}game from New Haven and winding 


lup Thanksgiving dav with Brown- 
!Columbia from Providence. It will 
ibe the fourth time WOR has had 


ithe Yale games 


Minn. U. Gud 
Games a Radio 
Seller's Dream 


Minneapolis, Seot. 3. 


Easiest program to sell to a spon- 
sor in this football-mad section is 
U. of Minnesota football broadcasts, 
according to station heads here. De- 
mand is in excess of the supply in 
this instance, they say. All seven 
Twin City stations will broadcast the 
games again this season. 

As in the past, the university will 
not charge the stations anything for 
the broadcast privilege. However, 
no mention of the sponsor or any 
advertising whatsoever will be per- 
mitted while the game is in progress 
or between the halves. The adver- 
tising plugs can be made only before 
the game's start and after its finish 

For broadcasts of 


and Wisconsin—three stations, 
WCCO, WTCN and KSTP, will com- 
bine, sharing the cost of the lines. 





WFIL in that eity.! 
games will be with} 


out-of-town 
games—at Ohio State, Northwestern 





30 =©6RADIO VARIETY — 
pete vosevensoveoseosvoeees | WHN, N.Y, GETTING 9 Inside Stuff—Radio 
From the Production Centres ATLANTIC OIL — NBC-red’s new rate card (No. 28) lists 24 stations, minus Cincinnaij 





in the basic network column and asks for an additional $300 for this setup, 
| Previous rate card listed but 23 stations, minus Cincinnati, in the group, 
| with the total cost for a nighttime hour being $9,180. The $300 differ. 
lence is accounted for by the addition of WSPD, Toledo; and the addi- 
| tional $80 in the rate of KSTP, St. Paul. In a letter that NBC sent out 
| with the new rate card, it was stated that 33 power and frequency im- 
provements were made on the rate during the past year. 

Attention was also called to the immediate boost in the rate of WIS, 
Columbia, from $120 to $140 an hour, and to the raise similarly of WFBC, 
Greenville, S. C., effective Oct. 1 

Blue network likewise released a new rate card. Among the additions 
| are WKBB, Dubuque, and WCBS, Springfield, Ill, and the Florida net- 
| work. On Oct. 1 WAKR, Akron, O., will also be available to blue users, 


Bill Dyer and Harry McTigue, WCAU'’s baseball announcers, and Red 
Barber and Al Helfer, Mutual’s dittos, will race four members of the 
Philly Sportswriters Association around the bases at Shibe Park, Phila- 
delphia, tonight (Wed.). Occasion is the celebration of Chuck Klein night 
in honor of vet Phillp outfielder. It’s also ‘radio attendance night’ — 
plugged for the past three weeks as ‘a chance for fans to come out and 
show their appreciation for the broadcast of the baseball games by 
General Foods and Socony Gasoline. 

The race between the gabbers and scribes should be a hunk of some- 
thing. Helfer weighs 265, Dyer is 20 pounds overweight, and Barber and 
| McTigue are sporting charley horses. 


In recognition of the recorded tributes sent to KFRO, Longview, Texas. 
| on its opening day with 1000 watts recently, station selected five transcrip- 
| tions and has made special awards to the stations which sent them. To 
| WRR, Dallas, went the award for the best comedy presentation; easiest 

publicized went to KMBC, Kansas City; most unique program was re- 
ceived from the Z-Bar Network and station KGIR in Butte, Montana: best 
| civic broadcast was made by KYUM, Arizona, and the most entertaining 
| program award went to WKY, Oklahoma. 

Evidencing the high degree of interest in radio, more than 300,006 
visitors passed through the WCCO (CBS) booth at the Minnesota State 
Fair, Minneapolis, during the exposition’s 10-day run, This was despite 
the fact that bad weather kept the fair attendance down, 

The station gave demonstrations of sound effects and played recorded 
WCCO productions. It also originated 14 programs from the fair and made 
10 transcriptions there, the latter being played back on the air later, 

| “f iclcnaediad 

| Ira Walsh, filiimg in as p.a. at WPEN, Philadelphia, is bombarding radio 

| editors on the dailies and trade papers with communiques anent the sta- 

| tion’s new studios now under process of construction. Samples: 
‘Flash! Tommy Smith’s (program director) new offices just got theic 
| carpeting.” 

‘Stairway between offices and control room near completion.’ 

‘Plumbing going into ladies’ powder room.’ 


| 


Wythe Wiltiams’ hookup for American Razor will consist of 93 stations. 
| There are few commercial links that exceed it, but in any event it will 
constitute the largest group of stations yet made available on a sponsored 
| basis to a news analyst. Williams will be or for American Razor twice 
| weekly, starting Sept. 10 


} 


When Bob Hope returns to the Pepsodent spot on the NBC-red Sept. 24 
he won't have a name singer with him in the cast. There will be but two 
| vocal refrains in the show, one filled by Skinnay Ennis, and the other by 
| Six Hits and a Miss. Last season Judy Garland did a stretch on the series, 
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JACK BENNY 
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Merry Macs have established a new 
record here. 


This note likewise is # as. 
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AND NOW—HOLLYWOOD! 


Vy Adds its acclaim to New York for 
/x ) the outstanding singing group of 








tures of personal avprectation on the 


management's part for tne splendid Exclusive 
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DOES RADIO 
SELL MERCHANDISE? 


@ What did sponsors get for the half billion dollars they E 


poured into network radio since 1927? Is there any way 














of measuring an increment—any strategy by which 


radio's glowing boasts can be pinned down with brass 
tacks? 





In Vol. IV of the VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY—now 
on sale throughout the U.S.— Archibald M. Crossley, 
President of Crossley, Inc., tackles the problem of radio 
sales effectiveness measurements, and outlines « theory 


of obtaining and evaluating results. 


Don’t miss the year’s most important article on radic 
research—illustrated with a special portfolio of charts 
showing what happened to Campbell, Sal Hepatica, Lady 


Esther, Jergens, etc., afier-the use of radio. 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY is the book with all the 
answers—750,000 words—1088 pages of data nowhere 


else available. Order your copy today! 


ON SALE AT 
il 


NEW YORK 
154 West 46th St. 


CHICAGO 
54 West Randolph 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 North Vine St. 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
154 West 46th Street, New York 


Please send ee copies of VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
($5 per copy: $5.10 per copy in New York City). 


[) Check Enclosed OC) Send Invoice 





1088 PAGES 
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Tibbett New Prexy of AFRA, Arnold | 


V.-P.; May Bolster AGMA’s Position 


Denver, Sept. 3. 
Tibbett was elected 
the American 

Artists, 


Lawrence 
president of 
tion Radio 
Cantor, at 
which ended Saturday night 
Vice-presidents include Edward Ar- 


| siders 


| 


Federa- | 
replacing Eddie | 
AFRA’s convention here | 
(31). | 


nold, Margaret Speaks, Virginia 
Payne, Mark Smith and Jean Her- 
sholt. George Heller was re-elected 
treasurer, and Alex McKee was 
named recording secretary. Emily | 
Holt is national executive secretary. 
Tibbett is already president of the 


American Guild of Musical Artists. 


and Arnold president of Screen Ac- | 


tors Guild. 

About 50 delegates attended the 
convention, which was described by 
AFRA leaders as the most succeéss- 
ful in the union's history. Among 
the matters decided were the em- 
ployment of a second national or- 
ganizer; authority voted the na- 
tional board to renew or revise ex- 
isting sustaining and commercial 
code or call a strike; commitiee re- 
port on the Reis ‘one big union’ re- 
port was approved with the excep- 
tion that the proposed unification 
plan would have to be altered 
slightly to coincide with AFRA’s 


}on 


democratic setup; national board was | 
authorized to take any action it con-/|rence Tibbett and Mark Smith, as 


best in the matter of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists- 
American Federation of Musicians 
jurisdictional dispute, and the Wag- 
ner Act and Wages and Hours Law 
were recommended to be left un- 
changed. Detroit was named as the 
convention city 1941, the 
date to be set later. 

Novel action of the convention was 
the reading of reports from all lo- 


for exact 


cals. This was viewed by the union's 
leaders as a progressive step in 
closer national unity. Two major 


points of discussion in both the local 
and national committee were repcerts 
the status of national and local 
contracts, 
Delegates 

Following were elected delegates 
to the national board: George Heller 
and Lucille Wall, both of New York: 
Nellie Booth (new), of St. Louis: 
Jack Wilson (new), of Cincinnati; 
Norman Barry (new), Lewis Ware- 
ham (new) and Philip Lord, of Chi- 
cago: Ben Alexander (new), Tudor 
Williams (‘new), True Boardman 
(new), Eddie Cantor, William 
Brandt (new). Theodore Bliss (new) 
and Thomas Freebairn-Smith (new), 
of Los Angeles: Teodore Maxwell 
(new), of San Francisco, and Law- 


delegates-at-large to represent Io- 


cals not otherwise represented on 
the board, Naming delegates for 
the small locals Was a new pro- |} 


cedure, 

Fact that only two delegates were 
elected for New York and one fot 
San Francisco is explained by the 
fact that AFRA now has regional 
proportional representation on the 
national board. New York and San 
Francisco are already well repre- 
sented, so they had only three va- 
cancies to be filled between them. 


Seen Supporting AGMA 


Although the election of Tibbett 
as president of AFRA was said to 
have been almost a_= spontaneous 


agreement as the ideal choice for the 
position, it was also regarded as in- 
dicating strong AFRA suport for 
AGMA in case the latter union's 
jurisdictional dispute with the AFM 
developes into an open battle. Tib- 
bett was one of the founders of 
AGMA and has been its only presi- 
dent. In addition to the angle of 
AFRA-AGMA unity seen in the elec- 
tion, Tibbett’s known aproval of the 
‘one big union’ idea is regarded as 





increasing the likelihood of some 
action along that line 

Detroit—Lee Smits, former De- 
troit newspaperman and _ longtime 


friend of the late C. C. Bradner, 
has taken over the latter’s former 
post as newscaster over WWJ. 

Ralph Felbey is editing copy for 
many of the newscasts over WWJ. 

Dave Zimmerman, of NBC, Chi- 
cago, has joined the staff of WWJ, 
as announcer, 
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Th aS 
coverage and the sales ability to do a cash register ringing job 


for you. We 


aanio STATION WAX 570 on THE DUAL 


NORTH 


1 re | ee 











in SALES ABILITY 


Closing the books for the 1939 fiscal year, the House 


ga the only station used: 


Produced.....2..+++2- 194,987 catalogue inquirles* 
Resulting in.........../8,291 orders 
Totalling............. -9240,277.00 in sales 
Coming from every one 
of the........8.....401 counties 

In the Five States.....North Dakota 

South Dakota 

Minnesota 

Nebraska 

lowa 
2 are championship returns— proof that WNAX has the 


TK? 


*The number of inquiries covers 
,seasons but the number of orders 


of Gurney (Nursery) found that.., 


ll be happy to send you county count maps on request. 


two selling 
and volume 


of sales apply to the 1939 selling season only. 


ACowles Station—5000 Watts L.S.—1000 Watts Nig ht—CBS—Rep. by The Katz Agency 


Studios-WNAX Building, Yankton - Orpheum Building, Sioux City 


‘history. 
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SUMMER RATINGS: 1939 AND 1949. 


(Compiled by the Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting) 
MEDIAN RATINGS—'t4 HOUR EVENING PROGRAMS 


2d Ist 2d 1st 


2d Ist 2d ist 2a 


Report Report Report Report Report Report Report Report Report 


May June June July July August August Sept. Sept, 
1939 . 7.1 7.0 6.3 5.2 5.1 5.5 6.1 6.6 72 
1940 . 9.6 9.0 8.0 75 6.4 6.4 7.5 — ie 
MEDIAN RATINGS—DAYTIME PROGRAMS 
1939 , 43 43 3.9 4.0 4.0 42 4.0 4.1 44 
45 4.6 45 46 4.6 


1940 . 5.0 48 











K. O.’s Slump 


—_._._... Continued from page 1 





ago, and probably the largest in the 
history of commercial broadcasting.’ 

Reasons for the startling upturn in 
listening are, of course, not cited 
by the C.A.B. since that body con- 
fines itself strictly to statistics and 
will not venture outside its mathe- 
matical stamping ground. However, 
trade observers are convinced that 
1940's steamroller is in some way re- 
lated to two factors: 

1. The 1939-40 winter audience 
was undoubtedly the best in radio's 
It is a well-known fact that 
once the level of listening acquires 
a momentum, that momentum holds 
for quite some time. Hence last 
winter's momentum pushed far past 
the ordinary summer slump, and 
made the hot spell of 1940 a new 
high mark. 

2. Listener 
been 
ever since the war broke out a year 
ago. This tendency may have stimu- 
lated listening all-around. It is, of 


interest in news has 


; course, difficult on paper to correlate 


Jack Benny with capitulation of Hol- 
land, And yet trade observers sus- 
pect some connection between these 


| factors, since they all point in the 


same direction. 

Conquest of usual summer low 
period has virtually meant that dur- 
ing 1940 the weak season consisted 
of exactly one month. Whereas June 
generally gets to be droopy, the 
wilting this year didn’t set in until 


July. And whereas September is 
normally the beginning of revived 
audience interest, August this time 


was the period of revitalization. That 
leaves only July as the 1940 lean 
period, and at that it was way ahead 
of 1939. 

It noteworthy that while 
evening shows fared—on the whole 


is 


—at least 25% better than a year 
ago, they accomplished this _ feat 


with fewer 60-minute programs than 
in 1939. The daytime stanzas mean- 
that there were 


in category 


2 Lincoln Stations Set 


Plans for Power Boosts 


Lincoln, Sept. 3. 
Plans are all set for two big trans- 
mitter building sprees here as soon 
as FCC nods for the capital—a new 


| one, centrally located for KFOR, and 


a big replacement for KFAB’s pres- 
10,000-watt kicker, in case the 
90,000-watt rise okayed at the 
hearing this fall. KFOR expects to 
get 250 watts all day, not having to 
make its regular sundown reduction 
to 100 

In Hastings, Neb., KHAS is taking 
of shortly, with Orville Rennie, for- 
mer manager of the Tri-States The- 
atres, Inc., in the driver’s seat, 


ent 


is 


running at fever temperature , 


the | 


Bal! 


time gained between 10% and 15%, | 
| and 
| more serials than ever before, 


P-G JOURNEYS’ 
~ FULL, RED NET 


——__—_. 


Chicago, Sept. 3. 
‘Lone Journey,’ Procter & Gamble 
five-a-week serial over a regional 
NBC red hookup out of Chicago, will 
be extended to the full network be- 


| ginning Oct. 21 and will originate at 


WEAF, New York. John Gibbs, pro- 


ducer-husband of Sandra Michael, 
who authors the program, arrived 
here over the weekend to confer 
with members of the cast to see 
which ones can move to New York 
with the show, and which will re- 
main in Chicago. Those unable to 


transfer east will be replaced. 
When the program moves east it 
will be directed by Axel Gruenberg, 
who was recently taken to New York 
by Gibbs to direct Miss Michael's 


other P, & G. serial, ‘Against the 
Storm.’ ‘Lone Journey’ now plugs 
Drest. It will continue to plug the 


same product in.the west and mid- 
west when it goes over the full net- 
work. In the east, however, it will 
push Duz, another P. & G. product. 


| Blackett-Sample-Hummert, currently 


the agency on the program, will ree 
tain the west and midwest end, but 


the Compton agency will have the 
Duz portion of the hookup. 
Cincinnati — Bill McCord, an- 


nouncer, has joined WLW. He was 
with KGW, Portland, Ore., and pre- 
viously with KFPY, Spokane. 
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CBS Will Make Available, But Not 


Broadcast, Color Television Jan. 1 222". In Meredith Willson’s Homecoming 





+ 


Columbia last week got itself back 
into the television picture by an- 
nouncing in the dailies that it was 
ready to televise objects in full color. 
Chairman James L. Fly, of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
had been given a private demon- 
stration and his testimonial as to 
what he had observed and what 
could be expected from the develop- 
ment was an unlimited one. Ques- 
tion that the announcement inspired 
sround the broadcast trade was 
whether this meant that CBS was 
on the verge of unlimbering its own 
version of television, but Paul Kes- 
ten, CBS v.p., in a later statement, 
cleared this angle up by remarking 
that ‘Columbia does hope than Jan. 
1 will see the beginning, or at least 
substantial progress toward, the 
manufacture of such color television 
equipment.’ 

Kesten’s statement also included 
dhe following: ‘It should be further 
pointed out that while production of | 
commercial equipment would enable 
numerous television broadcasters to 
avail themselves of the Columbia 
development, this does not neces- | 
sarily mean that television broad- 
casting would be commercial in the 
sense of carrying sponsored pro- 
grams, since no date has yet been 
set for such broadcast service.’ 

As for the Columbia color develop- 
ment, it was described as easy to 
produce, with the receiver used in | 
the color demonstration being a | 
standard production model, adjusted 
only to a minor extent and equipped 
with a simple attachment. Also, that 
the cost of the color attachment 
should be comparatively small. Co- 
jumbia, it was pointed out, does not | 
intend to keep this development for | 
its exclusive use, but ‘rather is al- 
ready drafting plans by which color 
television can be made available to | 
the public through manufacturers of | 
television transmitting and receiving 
equipment.’ 

Columbia plans to give a demon- 
stration of this development to the | 
press and others today (Wednesday ) 
CBS’ announcement started specula- 
tion around the trade as to whether | 
the color development might ex- 
pedite the advent of commercial | 
television. 


FCC SETS FIRST 
LABOR LAWYER | 


Washington, Sept. 3. 

For what is apparently the first | 
time in the history of the Federal | 
Communications Commission an at- 
torney has been brought in to spe- 
cialize in matters involving employ- | 
ment and labor problems. The | 
designee is Sidney B. Spear, who was 
formerly assistant to the legal ad- | 
visor for the State Department. 

Joseph L. Rauh, acting FCC gen- 
eral counsel, stated that to his knowl- 
edge the assignment of a legalite to 
labor angles of broadcasting was 
something new for the commission, 
but he did not disclose the intent or 
significance of the move. 

In the past the FCC has taken the | 
position that matters of employment 
or labor in the broadcasting indus- 
try was strictly a concern of the 
Labor Department. 

















Philadelphia—David Gullette has 
been appointed technical supervisor 
xt WCAU. He has been associated 
with the station since 1933. 
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ing to the report, wil] be an out-; 


9 ° . 
growth of the monopoly invesiza-| MeNa () t T lk P 
tion by the Federal Communications ry S ver ime a ul rimp 
| Commission last year, and, covered 
by the counts, will be such practices 





in the recording, artists booking and 





No Indictments 


Continued from page 29 





| other businesses. U. S. Department 


| of Justice, it is also rumored, may . se P , 
|likewise include in the papers the San Francisco, Sept. 3. , unexpected cancellation of this par- 


| part the two networks played in the! Vice-presidential candidate Charles | ticular show nearly broke Willson’s 











ASCAP.” states the Arnold division | with the angle here apparently hav- 





‘formation of Broadcast Music, Inc... McNary doesn’t know it, but he heart. 


_ broke a lot of hearts in San Fran- | Local lad had his second air re- 





in the Dept. of Justice. Question- ing to do with the extension of! . ; ‘ ; versal three hours later when he 
naires on the AFM-AGMA matter their interests to the music publish-, ©'S°° ©" the night of Aug. 27. It conducted S. F. symphony at Treas- 
may or may not follow, if a more jng business, « | was homecoming day for Meredith ure Island in Chaplin’s ‘Dictator’ 
serious probe is planned, Willson, local boy made good. His; theme music and presented his own 
Johnson Wax show was due on the | ‘California Missions’ music, Concerts 

Rumor Mill Busy Radio Play Contest air at 5:30 from Community Play- | are ordinarily broadcast—but soloist 


Latest indictment rumor going the Ciitenes tent, s house. happened to be Oscar Levant, whose 
“~~ ° ° 


rounds of the broadcasting business 


As a tribute to their former maes- | contract precluded mikes. 


involves NBC and Columbia, and is | Radio-Theatre, Inc., of Chicago,| tro, five batoners were playing in| Result was that home-town dialers 
to the effect that the two networks Will hold a new play contest with an the orchestra for old times sake— | heard Willson on several interview 
will have indictments charging #Ward of $200 for the winning play.| Ricardo, Paul Martin, Ernie Gill, | shows during his return for a dav 
monopoly and restraint of trade Contest closes on Sept. 28, and four; Ray Harrington and Louis Ford.! put not a note of music. 7 


handed down against them in the Plays will be chosen and produced Strutting their stuff on the show, 





New York or District of Columbia! @Uring the winter season by the Ra-! too, were four former S. F. person- 


federal court. An exact date is even ‘io-Theatre group. | alities, Kay St. Germaine, Cliff Na-| San Antonio—Latest additions to 
/mentioned, namely Oct. 5. | Winner will be picked by a jury, 2arro, Ray Hendricks and producer | ctaff of KABC here are Bob Knox, 

The rumor concerning indictments composed of Robert Pollack, of the | Cecil Underwood. | who comes from KFYO, Lubbock, 
against officers of the American So- Chicago Times; William Bacher, pro-; Everything was swell—except that and Bill Fieids, who comes from 


ciety of Composers, Authors and duction head of WGN; Virginia, the program never reached the air. KFJZ, Fort Worth. Knox is copy 


of bench action. 


|Publishers gave Oct. 8 as the date Payne, head of the American Fed-| Senator McNary talked 11 minutes | writer, while Fields will be in mer- 


eration of Radio Artists local, and! overtime and blocked the net. Al- | chandising and promotion depart- 


The network indictments, accords Lloyd Lehman, non-pro attorney. 'though audience had no hint of it, | ment. 
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A MONEY-MAKER IN MANSFIELD... 











ARSE LESS ALR ss AR RT ake 





LES SG SBA ORR Ei ei ES a Rap 







A - . » that’s what local merchants say of the selling message that 
comes into town via WLW. Wholesalers and retailers in the more 
than twenty other rich trading centers of WLW’s primary 
area say the same. Why? Because they push WLW-adver- 
tised products and profit by the consumer preference resulting 
tr from the fact that The Nation’s Station is a regular listen- 
Sasamesataape ing habit in all these important markets, 
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“MANSFIELD, OHIO 


Five and one-half hours frem Cincinnati by train 
but split seconds by WLW. 








Population—1930 33,525 

Retail Sales--1$39 $18,315,000° 

Wholesale Sales—1$38 $76,425,000° 

Per Cent of Nation's Buying Power ' .0620%° 
(Trading Area 

Radio Homes—1938 (Richland County) 16,270 







“Estimated by SALES MANAGEMENT. 
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wenty Weekly ;-Hrs. to WJJD; 
Chicago Satished With 1.2%, Upturn 




























Chicago, Sept. 3. 

Ralph Atlass stations WIND and 
WJJD came up with a flock of new | day at 12:30 a.m. 
spot and local business last week,| the Grant Agency. 
pushing the ledgers of both stations 
to new bright marks. Fall batch of ket’ program on a_ thrice-weekly 
contracts on WJJD totals 20 quarter- | schedule through the Gourain-Cobb 
hours weekly plus announcement | agency. 
schedules. times-weekly news shot in the morn- 
Associated Grocery Industries| ing through the Hartman Agency, | 
Council leads with a 13-week deal | Starting Oct. 1. ; 

for ‘Current News’ Monday through| New commercials on WIND in- 
Friday at 10 a.m. Sterling Insurance Clude a five-minute strip six times a 
through the Neal agency also sig- | week for the Goldman Stores Com- | 
natured for a 15-minute strip Mon- | pany; five announcements weekly for | 
day through Friday at 11:15 a.m. 13 weeks for the Master Motor Ex- | 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald, agency for | change; and _ six announcements 
Conformal Shoe Company, set 20 an-| weekly for Grantham Auto Com- 
nouncements weekly for 13 weeks;|Pany. NBC owned - and - operated 
Cat’s Paw Rubber firm through the} WMAQ picked up a_ five-a-week 
Levyne agency has two announce- | five-minute dise strip for Gordon 
ments weekly for eight weeks; Pinex | Baking through the Stebbins agency. 
through Russel M. Seeds has a mam- [ 
moth schedule of 60 announcements 


| includes a 30-minute live-talent show 
} . ~ 
' starting Sept. 15. Running each Sun- 


Linco Products 





“Aug. 31 _ Compared to Aug. “24 = 








1k “Total 
weekly for 26 weeks, to go into effect womme k a a, Suaiie 
on Oct. 7. Local shots are the Mur-| 9 9. 5.590 10.322 24,977 
phy Auto Sales which will take the| 9/995 5.520 = 10,144 24,669 
15-minute period preceding the Chi-| , 07°; 13% 418% 112% 


cago Bears football broadcasts, and | (),¢)440a: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
the Century Auto Finance company WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 





and set through | 


takes over the ‘Missus Goes to Mar- | 


Local Loan takes a three- | 





which will have 30 minutes of musi- 


cal platters each Sunday (both auto | 
contracts set through the Bennett | 
agency here). 


New business on WBBM, the Co- 


SA ERSTE AQWTR ACTS 
PAUL WIM ST | FRISCO OK 


IRVING STROUSE 
































| 
announce J | San Francisco, Sept. 3. | 
the || Plenty of rejoicing in office of | 
| KFRC manager Bill Babst with sig- | 
opening | | naturing of $200,000 worth of busi- | 
of |ness in single day, Thursday (29). 


| Three web shows put on paying 
basis. 

Starting Sept. 30, Langendorf bak- 
eries will bankroll two quarter-hour 
| slots daily, Monday through Friday 

over full Don Lee net of 31 stations. 

Shows include John B. Hughes’ five- 

a-week newscasts and General Shaf- 

for the ter Parker, serial strip show. Lat- 
business | ter originates at KHJ, Los Angeles. 
of | Both deals set by Leon Livingston | 
agency. Third sale same day was 
participation in regionally-sold MBS | 
feature, ‘Show of the Week,’ aaa | 
ing Sept. 29. Erwin-Wasey bought | 
Sunday shot on six outlets in San} 


ALLIED 
RADIO 
ASSOCIATES, inc. 


a Rete Ne oy 





RADIO PRODUCTIONS 
PUBLICITY 
ARTIST MANAGEMENT 


——— 


Le te ct reenter 


with Francisco, San Diego, Los Angeles, | 

‘ | Seattle, Tacoma and Portland, in in- | 
offices terests of Ghirardelli Chocolate. 
at KPO sold a heavy schedule of spots 


to the Paulson store and Yellow Cab 

for a three-month period. Meantime 

NBC renewed the ‘Professor Puzzle- 

| wit’ quiz show for Gallenkamp’s 

Shoes. 

KFRC: Pacific Greyhound, through 
(Continued on pa:2 38) 


724 FIFTH AVENUE 
TEL.: Circle 6-5240 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


? 











| Millinery Stores, Inc., 


THREE MONTH TREND OF STATION BUSINESS 





(For All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’) 
NATIONAL SPOT LOCAL NETWORK TOTALS 

Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units 

June 15_... 62,101 | | June 15... 89,130 | J June 15... 93,619 |] June 15... 244,850 
June 22... . 62,595 || June 22. __. 89,996 |] June 22.... 94,666 |] June 22... 247,227 
June 29... . 62,145 |] June 29. __. 90,375 | J June 29.... 90,034] ] June 29... 242,554 
July 6.... 61,217] | July 6... 89,334] ] July 6.... 92,641} } July 6... 243,222 
July 13.... 62,054} J July 13.... 90,015] ] July 13.... 89,929] ) July 13... 241,998 
July 20.... 60,556 |} July 20.... 88,582] ] July 20.... 85,031 |] July 20... 234,169 
July 27.... 56,646 |} July 27.... 87,309] ] July 27.... 87,240] ] July 27... 231,195 
Aug. 3.... 56,588} Aug. 3.... 87,745] ]} Aug. 3.... 87,756] ] Aug. 3... 232,089 
Aug. 10.... 54,599] | Aug. 10... . 86,147] ] Aug. 10... . 87,387 | | Aug. 10_._. 228,133 
Aug. 17.... 53,957 | | Aug. 17... . 86,836] ] Aug. 17... . 87,487 |} Aug. 17... 228,280 
Aug. 24... . 53,656 | | Aug. 24... . 88,330] ] Aug. 24.... 87,711 | | Aug. 24... 229,697 
Aug. 31.... 54,003 |} Aug. 31--..- 90,930] ] Aug. 31... -. 87,671 | |] Aug. 31... 232,604 





























DENVER DIVES BADLY, 
BUT COMEBACK SURE, 


Denver, Sept. 
Denver dropped 275 units for a 
week in a pre-fall drop but is ex- | 
pected to snap back and more than | 
gain that next week. 
KLZ: Mental Science 
through Minifred Carroll agency, 52 
Sunday p.m. half-hours; National 
Biscuit Co., 
son agency, 15-minute news five days 
a week, 13 weeks; Stokes Canning 
Co., through Hetherwick-Shaw 
agency, six announcements weekly, 
for six months; 
through Broyles agency, two an- 
nouncements; Cliff House, Manitou, 
Colo., three spots. 
KFEL: Roman Meal, through Milne 


agency, 13 chain breaks; Fruit In- 
dustries Co. through  Brisacher, 
Davis & Staff, 100 chain breaks; 


ments. 

KOA: Omar Mills, through Lyle T. 
Johnson agency, 100 announcements; 
Hilex Co., 
24 announcements. 
= Aug. 31_ Compared to Aug. a7\| 

Total | 


Netw ork Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
6,593 3.960 1,289 11,842 
6,673 4.041 1,403 12,117 | 
—1.2% —2% —8.1% —2.3% 
| (Included: KFETL KLZ, KOA, 


Air Conditioning Using 
_ET’s on Top of NBC Show | 


Youngstown, O., Sept. 3. 
Air Conditioning Corp, is supple- 
menting its weekly program on the | 
NBC blue with a transcription series 
on 67 stations. Records will feature 
Happy Jim Parsons, Tony Collucci, 
guitarist, and Muriel Pollack, or- 
ganist. The show on the blue has, 
in addition to Collucci, Gwen Wil- 
liams and Sid Walton. Account also 

uses local participation programs. 
All these campaigns are cleared 


through the National Classified Ad- | 


vertising Agency, of Youngstown. 


Institute, | 


through McCann-Erick- | 


Latcham Tire Co., | 


26 announce- | 


through McCord agency, | 


KVQD) 


KNX Lands 13) Wheatena Dises: 
a L.A. Biz Auguring Record Year 





Local Biz Spurts 





Des Moines. Sept. 3 


| ing the past week while network and 
national spot locitered around the 
same level as the week before. Up- 
turn in the local graph was due to 
, sponsored Iowa State Fair programs 
'and local purchase of the All-Star 
football game. 








~ Aug. g. 31 Compared» to Aug. 24 | 
| Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 6,596 3,151 3,492 13,239 
| 6,630 2,863 3,430 12,923 
—0.5% 410.1% +18% +-2.4% 


KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


WABCS 1940 BIZ 
TOPPING 1939 
BY 51%, 


| 
| 


(Included 








WABC, CBS’ New York key, is, of 
Sept. 1, 51% ahead of last year on 
| spot business bookings. This is ex- 
| Chusive of the Camel baseball broad- 
casts. News periods continue to 
| prove a big selling factor with this 
| station. Also early morning periods. 
| With the sale of the 6-6:05 p.m. news 
| periods Tuesday and Thursday to 
Vanti Pa-Pi-A beverage, WABC has 
'now closed out completely on a 
sponsored basis and across the board 

(Continued on pae 38) 





















ace sports commentators, 





RCA Bldg., Radio City, N 





Here’s an outstanding recorded football 
program for the Fall season! Forecasts each 
week's major games in all sections. 


Conducted by Sam Hayes, one of the country’s 
*‘Touchdown Tips’’ 
is a 15-minute program that will select winners, 
forecast scores, and bring listeners interesting 
football highlights throughout the coming sea- 
son... As a network feature, this program is 


dio-Recording Division 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Radio Corporation of Anierica Service 

. Y. @ Merchandise Mart, Chicago 

Sunset and Vine, Hollywood 


WICK! Ge, 


. 
Zz 


Tips’’ 


_ 


already sold in 7 western states. It is now avail- 
able as a 13-week NBC recorded program for 
the rest of the country. First program ‘will 
predict football results for Sept. 21st week-end. 

Based on the All-American Gridiron Index, 
which for 9 years has picked 80% winners, the 
accuracy of the predictions of ‘‘Touchdown 
will win and hold a large audience. 

Yet the cost of this timely, quality feature 
is amazingly low. 


But act quickly! There isn’t much time left to 


get in on this line-smashing buy. Program is sub- 
ject to prior sale and availability. Wire nearest 
NBC Radio-Recording Division office for details. 


10%, in Des Moines 


| clarioning that the biggest season in 


| into important coin 


| lantine§ Ale, 


Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 
Moderate pickup in all unit di- 
visions reflects the optimism of sta- 
tion sales heads, whe have long been 


history lies just ahead. The pluses 


Local units spurted 10% here dur- ! aren't big, they admit, but the trend 


is steady. Naturally, bulking large 
is the political plum, which will run 
between now 
and November. Local runoff election 
will deplete many a war chest, with 
radio taking the heftiest cut. Home 


| commercial biz is also beginning to 


perk, and with new methods of ap- 
proach the list vf converts (die- 
hards for the printed word) is ex- 
pected to assume swelling propor- 
tions. 

Biggest individual account was 
landed last week by KNX, contract 
calling for 130 broadcasts of ‘Whea- 
tena Playhouse’ on the _ turntable. 
Wheatena spotted the quarter-hour 
playlets through Compton Adver- 
tising. Another nice piece of biz, in 
the family, so to speak, was the time 
buy by Benton & Bowles for 234 
two-and-a-half-minute discs extolling 
Columbia records. Other KNX sales 
included 10 spots for Langendorf 
Bakeries, through Leon Livingston; 
180 time signals for Day and Night 
Heater, through Hixson & O'Donnell; 
14 time signals for Associated Ford 
Dealers, through McCann-Erickson. 

KFI: Foreman & Clark, 129 quar- 
ter-hour programs, ‘Musical Clock; 
78 one-minute transcriptions for Bal- 
through J. Walter 
Thompson; 26. participations in 
‘Agnes White’ for Knox Gelatine, 
through Kenyon & Eckhardt. 

KECA: 33 spots for Buron Fitts, 
district attorney, through Milton 
Weinberg. 

KHJ: Rhodes School of Music, 52 
quarter-hour programs, through Ted 
Dahl; Hoffman Candy, 52 spots, 
through Mayers Co.; Tabasco Sauce, 
156 one-minute transcriptions, 
through Aubrey, Moore & Wallace; 
Helms Bakery, 65 participations in 
Norma Young’s ‘Happy Homes,’ 
through Martin Alien. 

KFWB: Gurley Outfitting, 18 quar- 
ter-hour programs and 24 spots 
weekly, on an indefinite schedule; 
Sawyer School of Business, 52 spots 
through Continental; Broadway Dept. 
Store, four spots, through Batten, 
| Barton, Durstine & Osborn. 


Aug. 31 Compared | to Aug. 24 (| 





Network Local ~~ National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,824 9,407 1,702 20,933 
9.606 9,141 1,678 20,425 
+2.3% +2.8% +1.4% 12.5%, 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ 
KNX) 


Summer dion 


Still Haunt K. C. 


| Kansas City, Sept. 3. 

| Summer radio biz remains about 
the same as during the past couple of 
' weeks. Some new biz for coming 
season is already in, but real fall 
stride is not yet in full evidence. 


(Continued on pa.e 38) 
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New as we are in the electrical transcription business, some 
very pleasant things already have been:said about our record- 
ings. Writes C. O. Langlois, General Manager of Lang-Worth 
Feature Programs, Inc., “‘... the Columbia recordings, fur 
nished with the new NAB-Lang-Worth Transcription Service, are meeting 
with universal approval from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from Canada to the 
Gulf.” “ ... the tops,”’ says Station WOW. “... the closest thing to perfec 
tion we have ever heard,” writes Station CKAC. And so they go. 


% 
x 


Tee 
+ 


Ff ia 4, 


ach wee 
acta . ye had 


You may be the author of one of the many compliments we have received, 
If so, thank you! But if you haven’t yet heard a Columbia transcription, we 
onstration of the remarkable new record- 


is 


cordially invite you to listen to a dem 
ing characteristic developed by Columbia Engineers, at one of our completely 


equipped studios in New York, Chicago or Hollywood, 


3 


TRANSCRIPTION DIVISION 


COLUMBIA RECORDING CORPORATION 


A SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC. 


NEW YORK, 799 SEVENTH AVENUE + CHICAGO, WRIGLEY BUILDING « HOLLYWOOD, COLUMBIA SQUARE 
AT FIFTY-SECOND STREET 410 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE, 6624 ROMAINE STREET 


Ser eee Bethe rae lBteviee +24 bu 
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WALTER WINCHELL 

Chatter 

15 Mins. 

JERGEN’S 

Sun., 9 p.m. 

WJIZ-NBC, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 

Back for his fifth year on the air, 
Jergen’s Walter Winchell has evolved 
from a gossip spieler into a bit of a 
political pundit, which makes it a 
question for his sponsor. If Jergen’s 
finds that the politico ‘Journal’ sells 
as much hand lotion and _ facial 
cream as when Winchell gave out 
less erudite chit-chat, that’s the sum 
and substance of it all. 

Winchell is putting franker empha- 
sis on national events, which forces 
the conclusion that his agency and 
sponsor agree on the pattern. A new 
feature is captioned ‘politics makes 
strange bedtime stories,’ and under 
this the N. Y. Mirror’s syndicated 
columnist puts sundry oddities. 

Impression, as regards past per- 
formances, is that Winchell hasn’t 
enough Broadway and Hollywood 
stuff. 

Otherwise his format is the same 
staccato delivery of vibrant news- 
casting in an even more assured and 
poised voice (presumably the fruits 
of his month's vacation), interspersed 
with the dots-and-dashes, newsroom 
hubbub and the like. 

The plugs remain dramatized; a 
new merchandising wrinkle is a two- 
for-one gag, introducing a face lotion 
to go with the hand cream. 

Winchell, perhaps the highest- 
priced newscaster on the air, per 
minute of work, evidences anew that 
it’s not what he sells, but how he 
sells it that has established him and 
carried him along for years. Innate 
showmanship is an undeniable fac- 
tor, as his arresting mike style com- 
mands a wide ether audience. That 
he’s also showman enough to back 
up the spellbinding with the proper 
news ingredients goes without saying, 
and the politico palaver may prove 
the right idea right now, especially 
with pre-election and the world tur- 
moil. But then again Winchell's 
showmanship tells him that there’s 
more Sabbath night appeal in items 
about Hedy than Hitler. and chit- 
chat about Chaplin than Churchill. 

Abel. 





‘Knickerbocker Playhouse,’ weekly 
half-hour dramatic series for Proc- 
ter & Gamble over NBC red out of 
Chicago, will be supervised by 
Courtenay Savage. Joseph Ainley, 
producer of ‘First Nighter,’ will di- 
rect. 








FIRST in PHILLY 


C. E. HOOPER SURVEYS 


Audiences of Philadelphia Network Stations 
4:30-4:45 P.M., Mon, thru Fri.—4 Mo. Avg. 


WFIL 16.9% 
WCAU 14.5% 
KYW 13.3% 


% Listeners identifying Station and Pregram 
FIRST WITH 46 OTHER PROGRAMS 


For LOWER COST Circulation 
BUY WFIiL 























Music for 


ELLERY QUEEN 


Composed and Conducted 


by 


LYN MURRAY 


Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 





| EDGAR BERGEN 

| Denald Dixon, Robert Armbruster, 
| Deanna Durbin 

| Comedy, Songs, Band 


30 Mins. 
| CHASE & SANBORN COFFEE 
Sun., 8 p.m. 


WEAF-NBC, New Yerk 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Edgar Bergen and his No. 1 alter 


ego, Charlie McCarthy, entered into | 


their third consecutive season for 
Chase & Sanborn coffee the past 
weekend (1) and their material and 
the general composition of the pro- 
@vram presaged nice listener tidings 
for some time to come. The formula 
seemed to be well oiled and riding 
easily, while the script packed a 
goodly amount of crispness and 
laughs. There were at least five sock 
taglines, and that isn't a bad average 
for any comedy stanza. 

The other regulars back on this 
occasion were Donald Dixon and 
Robert Armbruster. ‘Vera Vague’ is 
slated to make her seasonal bow this 
coming Sunday (8). Deanna Durbin 
‘had the guest assignment and the 
installment allowed for a _ wide 
spread of her vocal talents and 
charm. She did two songs of sharply 
, diversified mood and her end of the 
'patter exchange with McCarthy 
| fitted in neatly with her personality. 

| Dixon's robust baritone was in 
smooth form and as usual it lent 
'much melodie solidity to the words 
and notes phase of the stanza. Baton- 
ist Robert Armbruster and a mixed 
chorus were the other contributors 
to these well integrated musical 
interludes. Dixon is also still dishing 
it out with McCarthy and the circum- 
stance of the baritone’s. recent 
schnozzola op provided a _ fertile 
source for their give-and-take. 

| C&S has a choice copy readér in 
Ben Alexander. This announcer has 
that something which on the other 


side of the equation spells ingrati- | 


ating salesmanship. Odec. 





LEGION OF SAFETY 

With Allen Prescott, 
Orch, Lewellyn Moss 

Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

Thurs., 6:45 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 

| Legion of Safety. heard via tran- 

scription over WGY and other sta- 

tions, combines entertainment with 

messages on care 

auspices of the American Legion and 

Automotive Safety Foundation. Al- 

len Prescott, best known for 

Wife Saver’ (which has been aired 

commercial and_ sustaining over 

NBC), is the ‘backseat driver.’ 

In three brief spots on each plat- 
ter, Prescott talks about safety pre- 
cautions. He gets across well-made 
| points in a breezy style that trade- 
marks both his scripting and miking. 
| Sears’ orch plays well a_mixture of 


Jerry Sear’s 


| pops and more standard numbers. | 


Miss Moss is a capable soprano, 


ranging in her selections from grand | 


opera to current tunes. 
Platters should achieve their pur- 
pose, showmanship being evident. 
Jaco. 


TELEPHONE QUIZ 

| With Les Malloy 

| 30 Mins.—Local 

| BIG HUNK CANDY 
| Tuesday, 7:15 p.m. 
KSAN, San Francisco 

Latest version of home-participa- 
tion quiz handled in lively manner 
here. M.C. keeps up steady patter, 
as fast as they come. Peps up chief 
while party on phone speaks. 

As worked here, quizee must an- 
swer three questions correctly to win 
from one to 50 bars of candy and 
tickets to Fox theatre. Fourth take- 
it-or-leave-it query gives chance at 
couple bucks cash in addition or total 
loss of everything. Only two win- 
ners on show caught. 

Listeners invited to call back as 
often as they like. Variety mugg 
kept phone dial spinning through en- 
tire 30 minutes in academic test and 
got through twice. (Fell down on 
questions both times.) Wern. 








in driving under | 


*The | 


repeating answers given over phone | 


hazard of this type of show—the lull | 


| ‘BIRTH OF A NATION’ 

With Frank Craven, Burgess Mere- 
| dith, Thomas Mitchell, Gene Lock- 
| hart, Mary Astor, Heather Angel, 


| William Davidson, David Brocek- 
| man orch, 
60 Mins. 


| CBS FORECAST NO. 14 
| Monday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

With this half-hour stanza Monday 
night (2), CBS ended its summer 
‘Forecast’ series attempt to showcase 
program ideas for possible sponsor- 
ship. Like several of its predeces- 
sors, the show was interesting by it- 
self, but seemed a somewhat dubious 
bet for extension as a commercial 
series. 

With few exceptions, 
‘Forecast’ series made p 
‘and frequently entertaining 


the whole 
provocative 
listen- 


ing, but even CBS could hardly have | 


thought some of the chapters were 
\likely material for series sponsor- 
'ship. In one notable case, ‘To Tim 
at 20,’ the acting and production 
talent for the show was known to be 
|available for a series and in that 
specific instance the program itself 
offered no pattern for continuation. 


ever, the ‘Forecast’ series has been 
a distinctly creditable job under try- 
ing circumstances. 


Monday night’s edition was 
'a Coast-produced romantic drama, 
‘Birth of a Nation.’ It had no con- 
nection with the great silent picture 
of the same title, but in a ‘Cavalcade 
of America’ formula was based on 
ithe fight for freedom of the press 
in pre-Revolutionary New York. 
Script caught the atmosphere and 
color of a lusty Colonial city and 
'much of the action was powerfully 
'propelled. But at times: the: story 
line was obscured behind preten- 
|tiously ‘different’ writing construc- 
| tion and technique. 

Name cast, which should have 
|drawn a wide listening public and 


'would involve a huge production 
/outlay for prospective’ sponsors, 


| trouped the piece admirably. Frank 

Craven was persuasive as the nar- 
|rator carbon of his ‘Our Town’ role. 
| Burgess Meredith played the mili- 
/tant newspaper man with headlong 
|conviction. Gene Lockhart was 
| quietly impressive as the dauntless 
| publisher, while Mary Astor was au- 
| thentically glowing as his courageous 
wife. Thomas Mitchell’s perform- 
ance as the venerable lawyer, An- 
drew Hamilton, was haltered by the 
fact that his (and the drama’s) big 
scene was interrupted several times 
by narration, but he brought the 
part to life and achieved a moving 
climax. Heather Angel was a forth- 
right ingenue. 

Script was written by Marjorie 
Bartlett and Brewster Morgan and 
was expressively directed by the 
| latter. David Broekman’s pliable 
musical backgrounding filled out the 
performance. Whole program was 
genuinely listenable as a one-timer. 

Hobe. 


‘MEET CLINTON BUEHLMAN’ 
Interviews 

| 15 Mins. 

W. T. GRANT STORES 

Tues.-Sat.; 11:15 a.m. 

WGR, Buffalo 

{ Quizzes have about run their 
course here and now come their by- 
products. This one has Clint Buehl- 
man, ‘Musical Clocker’ of WGR, 
standing in Grant’s 5c-to-$1 aisles, 


babbling queries. Such as, ‘Are you 


having a nice time shopping,’ ‘Have 
you had your vacation yet and 
when,’ etc. 

Ordinarily Buehlman is a glib 


personage with no dull moments, but 
| talking about ‘thousands and thou- 
sands’ of stockings several mornings 
weekly seems to have stemmed his 
imagination. Session Saturday (31) 
lacked even occasional bright spots 
Sessions are heavily interlarded 
with commercial plugs, Clint push- 
ing mike at salesgirls and asking 
what they think of merchandise. 
Whereupon they giggle and answer 
‘It’s fine—and only 25c. Betz. 


| 


From a production standpoint, how- | 


| SONG OF YOUR LIFE 


Harry Salter, Jack Arthur, Clark 

Dennis, Gwen Williams 
Songs, Talk, Band 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
| Wed., 9 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York ; 

This “We, the People’ to music 
could be whipped into a whopper of 
a commercial program. It’s got the 
makings and all it needs is some 
extras with which to round out the 
production and talent edges. One 
thing that could be eliminated is the 
offer of prize money for letters. 
They'll write without that incentive, 
and the payoff could be shifted to 
actual appearance before the mike. 
The program is steeped in and 
geared for the right sort of hoke. It 
can by turn be sentimental, funny 
and informative and the range of 
human interest is unlimited. 

As the personnel combination now 
stands, there’s Harry Salter, creator 
of the show, batoning the orchestra; 
Jack Arthur doubling as m.c. and 
vocalist, and Clark Dennis and Gwen 
Williams each coming in for a well 
placed refrain. The program still has 
its rough spots, but these can be 
easily smoothed away with the in- 
fusion of a little more authority and 


| flexibility in the interviewing phases, 


and a more varied alignment of the | 


subjects and moods. 

Last Tuesday night’s (28) install- 
ment offered: 

Mrs. Joe DiMaggio (nee Dorethy 
Arnold), who related how the tune, 
‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ played both an 
amusement and poignant part in her 
romance with the diamond star. 

A girl who told how the singing 
of ‘Rose Marie’ by Nelson Eddy 
caused her to change her name 
legally from Laura to Rose Marie, 
and her intention to keep it that way 
although she later learned the bari- 
tone was married. 

Still another girl, who, inspired by 
the song, ‘Six Lessons From Madame 
LaZonga,’ started her romance off 
on the wrong foot, but still had a 
happy ending to her story. 

The curator in a museum of musical 
instruments who sang one of the 
psalms of David to the accompani- 
ment of an ancient lyre. 

Joseph Rheinhart, an American 
boy who didn’t learn to speak Eng- 


lish until six months ago. After tell- | 


ing his quaint story of having been 
brought up in a Chinese family, the 


youth intoned a Chinese lullaby that | 
Sang to} 


his 
him. 
Homer Norton, coach of the Texas 
A. & M. football team, told what the 
song, ‘Home on the Range,’ has 
meant in his life. Odec. 


Chinese foster mother 


PEGEEN FITZGERALD 
With Richard Willis, Hattie Silver- 
man 
‘Looking Them Over’ 
15 Mins.; Tuesday, 12:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark 
Pegeen Fitzgerald is the wife of Ed 
Fitzgerald, commentator on WOR. 


With the help of Richard Willis, the | 


two work on a volunteer subject who 
allows them to criticize, construc- 


| tively of course, as to makeup, hair- 


do, nail-polish and the like, making 
it all and all a cinch with the stay- 
at-home femmes. Tuesday (3) of 
this week, the subject happened to 
be Hattie (Mrs. Sime) Silverman, 
Variety's own redhead. 

Hattie started off by admitting her 
age. There are lots of her friends 
who pr. ,ably thought she was a 
sucker because the only ones that 
knew she was 65 were the folks back 
home in Syracuse—and they don’t 
get around much anymore. Hattie 
also admitted that she has kept her 
hair red by constant treatment for 


years, stating that if she didn’t take | 


the treatments her hair would be 
pink. Really not a bad idea, as a 
pink edition might fit in. After all, 
VARIETY Was once green. 

Anyway, the frank manner in 
which Miss Fitzgerald and Richard 
Willis go after the lady-of-the-day 
seems to be a new stunt in radio 
beauty culture. Jess. 
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| CHARLES R. HOOK 

With Edwin C. Hill 

‘Industry in National Defense’ 
| 15 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

| Friday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


With the ‘conscription of industry’ 
amendment suddenly tossed on the 
pending Burke-Wadsworth bill in 
Congress, it took the National Assn. 


of Manufacturers little time to get 
to the microphone to steam up pub- 
lic opposition to that portion of the 
measure. First broadside was fired 
Friday night (30) over CBS by 
Charles R. Hook, chairman of the 
NAM executive committee and pres- 
|} ident of American Rolling Mills. 


| Edwin C. Hill was ‘interviewer,’ 
| but actually turned out to be more 
|of an m.c. Was palpably already in 


| accord with Hook’s views, and before 


| the session was Over was contribut- 
ing incidental support. Impression 
created by Hill was distinctly that of 
publicist rather than an objective re- 
porter with a nationally-syndicated 
column. Announced at the close that 
Hill’s appearance on the show was 
by courtesy of American Oil, his 
five-times-a-week sponsor, which 
should clinch his being identified as 
a spokesman for big business. 


Possibly for the very reason that 
he was under no obligation to be 
unbiased, Hook impressed as a sin- 
cere, articulate, forceful and, under 
the circumstances, liberal mouthpiece 
for the NAM. He spoke clearly and 
without apparent nervousness, with 
|a typically successful-business-execu- 
| tive voice. His spiel was shrewdly 
| scripted to open with quotes from 
|N. Y. Times interviews with Presi- 
|dent Roosevelt and published opin- 
|ions of army men regarding the 
| progress of the defense program. 


Basis of his argument thereafter 
|} seemed to be that the industrial lead- 
|ers are just as sincere as any other 
| group in their desire for speedy ar- 
|} mament and disapproval of profiteer- 
ling. While few people would at- 
| tempt to say that the business lead- 
}ers advocate unjustifiable profits, 
Hook still didn’t answer the unasked 
|(on this program) question of who 
| is to be the judge of how much profit 
} is justifiable. 

Broadcast was a sustainer, using 
regular CBS spot allotted to 
‘public affairs’ discussions. Hobe. 








| the 


RED RIVER BARN DANCE 
With Tom Gardiner's Orch, Tommy 
Tweed, m.c.; Tom Benson, Hay- 
bailers Quartet, Sharon Kane, the 
Dizzy Dozen, John Clevin, John 
Alexander. 
Sustaining 
60 Mins. 
Saturday, 10:30 p.m. 
CBC-CKY, Winnipeg 
For one full hour each Saturday 
night the CBC wades in corn way up 
to here. However, there is a differ- 
ence between good and bad corn and 
this can be moved over to the credit 
side of the ledger. 
| Building a show to last a full hour 
without appreciable letdowns isn’t 
exactly a cinch and it is to the credit 
of King Whyte, who writes and pro- 
duces, that this opus of jigs, reels, 
screwball songs and general hoot ’n 
holler maintains its pace throughout. 


Whyte, formerly of WLW’s ‘Moon 
River’ and other shows, to date has 
unearthed some talent that shows 


promise of further airing. Two new 


ones appeared in show caught, John 
Alexander (formerly Alex Johnson) 
and the Dizzy Dozen, a girl choral 
group Alexander's bass baritone 


work and the gals 
appearaiices 


both rate further 


The Haybailers work solo spots 
and also as background for Sharon 
Kane for good effect. Miss Kane 


lends the only feminine solo touch to 
the show, doing ‘Rock-A-Bye Moon’ 
on show heard. Clevin does the usual 
type of cowboy ballad work. 

Main weight of the show falls on 
the shoulders of Tommy Tweed, a 
character actor. Tweed, in role of 
Uncle Ben, aoes just about every- 
thing from calling the reels to seeing 


;}acts catch their cues. His work is 
i solid from start to sign off. Benson, 
program announcer, gets show on 
|}and off in addition to picking up 
|loose ends and aiding Tweed with 
general chores. 

CBC house band, under Gardiner, 
| fills the gaps between acts with cer- 
}tain members stepping down for 
| solos. Heard on Saturday (31) show 


were Art Hart, clarinetist, and ‘Tiny’ 
|Timbrell, guitarist Latter always 
scores with his trick voice 

Strong point of the whole set up 
is that it’s not too professional nor 
too amateurish, but seems to weave 
along in between, striking a happy 
medium. If properly plugged, no 
reason why this show shouldn't as- 
sume importance in Canada that Na- 
tional Barn Dance holds in the U. S. 

Norm. 
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Comment 


Follow-Up 


NBC’s Listeners’ Playhouse, during | the script jugglers in a big way. The 
a five-minute prolog outlining aims/| actors as a group proved not only 
of program and the career of Ronald | that they were well conversant with 
MacDougall, author of ‘Who Are You their own business (radio), but that 
Pushing, Brohter?’ (which followed),| their kits of general information 
mentioned ‘Bob Landry of Varirty’|rated considerably above average. 
among three critics who had written| They may have been hand-picked, 
Narrator-actor | but the mixed bunch was quick on 





about the series. 
stated that Landry was ‘more or less | both answers and repartee. Partici- 
noncommittal.’ Alton Cook, World-| pants included Jack Smart, Martin 


Telegram, was tabbed as liking the/| Gabel, Arthur Vinton, Agnes Moore- 
experimental dramas; Ben Gross,| head, Betty Garde and John Brown. 
N. Y. Daily News, as opining that 
network’ | 





‘Workhouse of the other P - Peny Ral 
was better. A chorus repeated Cook's | Cinderella, the annonymous 
~ while central figure of playlet femme between-records spieler for 
F ideied” it : ithe nightly recorded session over 
1 , WI-:N, New York, from 11 to mid- 


| night, bears down on the hoke heart- 

Parks Johnson and Wally Butter-| throb ar le. Chatter clings to the 
worth used a group of radio actors | love-is-so-wonderful note and voice 
for their weekly I. Q. test, via ‘Vox carries out the same idea. Ap- 
Pop’ (CBS), last Thursday night (29), | parently half the residents of Greater 
and the results surprisingly favored New York wire in birthday greet- 


| reads 


ings to some dream gal or to Aunt 
Minnie or Cousin Gus, all of which 
‘Cinderella’ cheerfully passes along 
to her palpitating dialers. She also 
startingly unabashed mash 
notes between the boys and gals. 
Topper on the stanza is her wind-up 
blurb, about the ‘nasty old clock tells 
me I have to leave you now.’ It’s all 
pretty overpowering flapdoodle, but 
great commercial stuff for the senti- 
mental populous. She’s sponsored on 
a participation basis, with Bob 
Stevenson reacing the plugs. 


‘Bachelor’s Children,’ five-a-week 
housewife meller out of Chicago over 
CBS, is in there slugging for the 
world’s-windiest-commercials cham- 
pionship. According to the blurb, 
the ‘new super-speed’ Old Dutch 
Cleanser is 50% faster and, due to a 
‘new secret ingredient,’ makes things 
white almost instantly. And so on 
and on. When the series started in 
1935, Variety called this Bess Flynn 
opus hokey, but ‘apparently commer- 
cial.’ That still stands. It seems Sam 
Rider remains all wrapped up in the 


| bosom of his various adopted urchins, 
|with Janet a helpmate miracle in 
| business and around the house. Ac- 
|cording to the Friday (30) edition, 
| there’s going to be either a film career 
|or a custody lawsuit over the young- 
lest kid. Former seemed to be the 

main strand in the over-the-weekend 
| teaser. 


‘Choose Up Sides,’ sustaining sports 


quiz Friday nights over CBS, has 
worked partially out of the mire 
; Since its dismal start last April. It 


still doesn’t impress as sufficiently 
broad entertainment to rate network 
sponsorship, but seems likely-to ride 
along under the present setup by 
reason of its low operating cost. As 
a commercial show it would involve 
much greater expense, if only be- 
cause the sports names that now 
provide listener draw would have to 
be paid real coin. Much of the im- 
provement in the series is undoubt- 
edly due to Ted Husing. who as in- 
terrogator and judge brings a dis- 


tinct personality and an air of au-| 
' rockets. 


thority previously lacking. He keeps 


the stanza moving, but could profite 
ably drop the awful comedy stabs, 
Arthur Mann and Caswell Adams, 
sports scribes and permanent team 
captains, have also improved with 
more mike experience, particularly 
when the questions are confined to 
such standard sports as_ baseball, 
football and the like. Guest con- 
testants last week (30) were Gene 
Sarazen and Ralph Guldahl, the lat- 


| ter making the better showing of the 


two. 

‘Painted Dreams,’ daytime serial 
for Chipso over NBC blue (WJZ) out 
of Chicago, retains its pattern of 
everyday family doings. On basis of 
the chapter caught Friday (30). sev- 
eral of Mother Monaghan’s ex-chicks 
are about to do a mazurka with the 
idea of adopting Teddy. the few- 
weeks-old moppet of another Mona- 
ghan ex-ward, Lily, who has gone on 
the road with a vaudeville act to 
earn crackers for the cupboard. 
Characters talk all around the sub- 
ject without igniting any verbal sky- 
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SAN ANTONIO 


San Francisco 








& Hohman, ‘Romance otf 
Highways, weekly quarter-hour, 
newed one year; Marin-Del Milk, 
through Campbell-Ewald, one hout 
| weekly, ‘Budda Amateur Hour,’ re- 
newed one year; Yellow Cab, through 
Rufus Rhoades, six five-minute peri- 
ods weekly through Dec. 2; Johnson 
& Johnson (for Band-Aid), through 
Young & Rubicam, five quarter-hour 
participations weekly in Breakfast 
Club through Feb. 7; Lea & Perrins, 


Beaumont 


SPOT UP 69, 


—_——-— 


San Antonio, Sept. 3. 
Network and local units took a 
drop this week due to the falling off 
of local politicals, and time blocked 
of for acceptance speeches on the 
webs. All indications show that 
units should shoot upward next week 


with many new network as well as 

local shows returning from their through Schwimmer and Scott, 100 

summer hiatus. |words six days weekly through 
WOAI: Fomby Clothing Co., one, March 28; Federal Outfitting, through 

spot per week, direct; Dodge Motor; Allied Advertising, four 100-word 

Cars. through Ruthrauff & Ryan, spots six days weekly through Nov. 


chainbreak announcements, Sept. 4) 8; McCloskey Varnish, through Heintz 
to 15: Sherwin Williams Paint Co., 
announcements for 13 weeks, direct;| ly in ‘Morning Hostess,’ through Nov. 
Household Furniture Co., two addi-' 1; Clark Garden Nursery, through 
tional announcements per week;; Northwest Radio, 24 five-minute ETs; 
Cameron Lumber Co., three an-| Calo Dog Food, through 
nouncemenis per week through quarter-hour weekly, renewal, 
Tracey-Locke-Dawson; Tower Drive weeks; Fuller Paints, through 

Inn. one announcement per week for! Cann-Erickson, 20 one-minute spots: 
13 weeks, direct; Stein Clothing, Transportation Motors (for Willys), 

Stores. five spots per week, 13 weeks,| through United States Advertising, 
direct: Liston Zander Credit Co., one; 48 spots: J. L. Tuttle Co. (cheese), 
announcement per week, 13 weeks,;| through Emil Reinhardt, three par- 


13 


through Marion Johnson; two special| ticipations in ‘Morning Hostess 
announcements through’ Blackett-| weekly, three weeks; Purex Corp., 


Sample-Hummert for the Oxydol-| through Lord & Thomas, 15 partici- 





Mc- 


Continued from page 34 


re- | 


Pickering, three participations week- | 


Segall. | 


DETROIT NATL. SPOT UF, 
BUT UNITS SLIDE 1.17 


~~ Detroit, Sept. 3 
nation continues here in the 
the summer session bows 
out with another slight drop. But 
fall bodes more than expectations. 
'War orders pile into the town, new 
department stores are opening (Saks 
put in a new one here), anticipations 
are high, and the political business 
hos started to line up strong as Mich- 


Stag 
radio biz as 


igan’s primaries near, 

The smaller stations here prob- 
ably will catch heavily on the latter 
business since the bigger ones are 
up on their rates and heavily sched- | 
uled 

WwwJ Groves Bromo Quinine | _ 
placed 26 half-hours of the Sherlock 


folmes show through Stack Goble, 


o1 Chicago. 





“Sept. 3 Cc ompared to Aug. x. 24 | 
Neiwork Local National Total. 
Uniis Units Spot Units Units | 
7,180 10,435 4,819 22,429 | 
7.367 10,660 4,652 22,679 | 
—2.5°%, —21% 43.6% —1.1%, | 
(Included: CKLW, WIBK, WJR, WMBC, 
WWJ, WXYZ) 





Radio Bags 907, Of 
Seattle Political Coin 





Nash contest. pations in ‘Morning Hostess.’ ‘ ; 
KONO: Calpini. announcement for | — Seattle, Sept. 3. 
their Back to School Sale; Kelfer | ! | Aug. 31 | Compared to” > Aug. 24 Continued political etherizing is | 
Tire Co., announcements; San An-| Network Local National Total sending local units up into the clouds. 
tonio Music So., three five-minute | Units Units Spot Units Units It’s figured here that 90% of election | 
studio programs featuring Dick Ket-| 8,640 4.793 1,996 15.429 expenditures are being turned over | 
ner; Joske Blue Ribbon Sale, an-| 8,655 4.402 1,998 15.055 to radio. And since the major sta- | 
nouncements; Dundee Clothiers, five —0.2° 138%  —0.1% +2.5% |tions are already pretty well | 
time signals per day; Wolff-Marx) (included). KERC. KGO, KJBS, KPO, crowded, the indies are reaping a 

Texas Day Sale announcements; San | KSFO) 





Antonio Academy of Music, three | 

quarter-hour remote programs per | : 

ead ‘WIBK, DET., REPORTS 
* 


KABC: Quarter-hour studio pro-|} 
gram for Big Nick Candy Bar daily; 
Joske Blue Ribbon Sale announce- 








ments. \_ 

| Aug. 31_ 31 C ompared ¢ to o Aug. 24 i | Detroit, Sept. 3. 

Network Local National Total | WJBK enjoyed the largest volume 
Units Units Spot Units Units | of business in its 10 year existence 
4,915 8,045 1,928 14,888 | according to the year-end audit, Art 
4,977 8.121 1,805 14,903 Croghan, who took over the sales 

12% —0.9% + 6.8% —0.1% | department of the station last Sept. 

@neiuded: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, | 15, reports that volume for the year 

WOAT) 


|amounted to $247,928.67—which was 
4214, 





— 


. year. 
More Inside-Newspaper | The new year, which started June 
Troy, N. Y., Sept. 3. | 4, is off to a big start with sales for 
Charles John Stevenson, editor of| that month at $26,621. This repre- 
Washington County (N.Y.) Post, 
now doing a cracker-barrelcommen-j|ume in the station‘s history. 
tary titled ‘Small Town Stuff’ over | figure for June represents a 91° 


The 


WTRY. Another WTRY feature, | crease over the same month in 1939. 
“Your Local Correspondent,’ brings | For July, sales totaled $23,183, 
to the mike men and women cover-| which marks it 104% over July of 


ing news in villages and towns. | the preceding year. 





—— 


















When you think of 


NEW ORLEANS 


you think of: 
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‘ welcome harvest. | 


| 
' 


BIGGEST BIZ YEAR +0 


above that of the preceding | 


' Passing Parade, 7:40-7:45 a.m., 


is | sents the largest single month’s vol- | 


n= | 


—— Berch 
| Wednesdays. 


| man’s Page,’ 








Aug. 31 Compared to Aug. 24 a 
Network Local National Total | Quiz and Forum Shows Continue to | 
Units Units Spot Units Units | Increase in Mpls 
4,070 12,378 1,443 17,891 hidden : 
11,717 1,381 17,123 | Minneapolis, Sept. 3. 
| | 5.6 ( +45 % ee. 4.5% Local forum and quiz programs 
‘Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) |Continue to increase in favor and! 





WABC’s °40 Biz 


Continued from page 34 








both this period and the 10:30-10:45 
p.m. spot. 

Other newcomers to the WABC 
list are: 


‘John Nesbitt’s 
Mon- 
Barton A. 


Gordon Baking Co., 


day through Saturday. 
Stebbins is the’ agency. 

Manufacturers Trust Co., ‘News of 
the War, 10:30-10:45 p.m., three 
times a week. 

Luden’s Coughdrops, 
War,’ 10:30-10:45 p.m., 
week. J. M. 

White 
(Chooz), 


‘News of 
three times a 
Mathes agency. 
Laboratories, 
transcriptions 
songs, 8:30-8:35, 
Fridays, beginning 
Sept. 16. William Esty agency 
N. ¥. State Bureau of Milk Pub- 
licity, Adelaide Hawley’s ‘The Wo- 
8:45-9 a. m. Tuesday. 
American Chicle, minute and a 
half announcements before the ‘Eu- 
ropean Roundup,’ 8:-8-15 a.m., start- 
ing Sept. 30. 
Barbasol, the 6-6:05 p.m. news pe- 
riod Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day, starting Oct. 1. 


WoW Hunting Names 
For 3d Food Show 


Newark 
of Jack 








Omaha, Sept. 3. 
WOW, knee-deep in preparations 
for annual food show and gas-cook- 


ing school, is after names. It will be 


the third such show sponsored by 
WOW. Johnny Gillin, Jr., station 
chief. will personally supervise 


WOW’'s part in the frolic, with pro- 
gram director Harry Burke and pro- 
duction manager Lyle De Moss help- 





ing. WOW’s name last year wa 
[rene. Rich, who proved a heavy 
draw for the show, staged at the 
auditorium and aired by WOW. 
This year’s show starts Sept. 30 
and runs six days. 
Cincy Up 1% 
Incy Up 1% 
Cincinnati, Sept. 3. 
Another climb toward heavy au- 


tumn schedules for Cincy broadcast- 


sales gain over the previous week. 
Largest increase was in the local 
units bracket. 
over-balanced the slight decline on 
ni ation al spot accounts. 


'ing to bridge the gap for 


' 

Scripps-Howard 
Communications 
} new 


| for 


| Friday 


| editor 
| Scott, 
j}ings & Loan Assn.., 
|ing businessman. 


| uminist, 


Mondays, ' 


| 


| 


| ments; 


ers was reflected in last week’s time | 


Rise in network biz | 


“Aug. 31 Compared t to A Aug. g. 24 | 
Network Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,470 9,022 5,318 18,810 
4,410 8,871 5,339 18,620 
+1.4% +1.7% —04% 4-1% 
(included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAL) 





Kansas City 


| Continued from page 34 








| Meanw hile political parties are help- 
the local 
stations, and this class of biz is in- 
creasing in proportion to nearness of 
election day 

KCKN kept figures about even by 
promoting a trio of 
cooperative programs 
week 
spot 


during 


time due to Blues. baseball 


| games being washed out. 


DODGE BLURBS: 


back-to-school | 
the | 
and offsetting slack in national | 


SET IN N. Y. 


As in most other cities, biz in 
New York last week was effected by 
the in-between summer-fall lull, 
The barometer consequently stands 
about where it was in the prior week, 


Automotive accounts, however, con- 
tinued a slight perk, with Dodge re. 
| ported as purchaser of some an- 


| through W. 


Aug. 31 © ompared to “Aug. “24 | 
Networ k Lec al National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units 

5.645 4.838 6.506 16,989 | 
5,690 4.679 6,576 16,945 
—0.7°, + 3.3% —1% +-0.2% 
(Included: KUKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, 
WDA, WHRB) 


" SCRIPPS-HOWARD ASK 
FOR HOUSTON OUTLET 


San Antonio, Sept. 3. 
has been made by 
the 


Application 
to 


Station at Houston. Proposed 
station would operate on 1,120 kilo- 


Texas Quality Network and on 
Red network of the NBC, is owned 
and operated by the Houston Print- 
ing Co. Other outlets there are 


| KTRH and KXYZ. 


INFO ON UPBEAT 


multiply. Station heads say public 
is more ‘education minded’ than ever 
before and is going for the informa- 
tive stuff in a big way. 
Latest to be started is 
night ‘forum.’ 


Three prom- 
inent Twin City 


business and pro- 
fessional men will discuss timely 
subjects in University of Chicago 
Round-Table fashion. Opening pro- 
gram will have Russell Wiggins, 
of the St.Paul Dispatch: John 
president of Minnesota Sav- 
and another lead- 
Forums will be 
in charge of Theodore Meltzer. 
Same station has engaged ‘Hawf 
and Hawi, St. Paul Dispatch col- 
to interview visiting and 
local celebrities once a week. 
Minneapolis-St. Paul quiz con- 
tests over WCCO once weekly is 
still pulling strong. a. 


WFBR’s New Spot Biz 


Baltimore, Sept, 3. 
Following are new national 
contracts obtained by WFBR 
American Chicle (Chiclets), 
one-minute announcements; Brown 
and Williamson (Wings); 26 one- 
minute and chain break announce; 
Iowa Soap Company (Magic 
Washer Soap), 39 
‘Every Woman's Hour’ plus 13 par- 
| ticipations on WFBR ‘Studio Party’; 
Johnson and Johnson (Tek 
brushes), 26 chain break announce- 
ments; Manhattan Soap 
(Sweetheart Soap), 
news programs: Morrell, 
Company E-Z Cut Ham), 
minute. programs: Perfection Sto “ 
Company (Superfex Heaters), 
one-minute announcements. 


John & 
192 five- 


participations on | 


tooth- | 


Company | 
186 five-minute | 





Federal | 
Commission for a} 


, cycles, with 250 watts unlimited | 
time Chain operates the Press 
| there, 

Station KPRC, at Houston, outlet 





WMIN’'s | 





spot j 


nouncements this frame 

WHN: Jacob Ruppert Brewery Co. 
of N. Y., through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
50 station-break announcements. 

WMCA: Brownley' Apartments, 
H. Fairfax Agency, an- 
nouncements; Optical Membership 
Plan, Inec., through Ted Nelson As- 
sociates, announcements for 52 
weeks; National Transportation Co., 
Inc. (operating Parmelee 
through World - Wide 
Corp,, 26-week*® contract, 
ver, commentator; Carter Producis, 
Inc. (Carter’s Little Liver Pills), 
through Spot Broadcasting, Inc., re- 
newal for 52 weeks, announcements; 


Cabs), 
Advertising 
Bryce Oli- 


Hotel St. George, renewal of ‘Rise 
and Whine,’ participation program, 
for 10 Broadcasts; Chrysler Corp. 


(Dodge Division), through Ruthrauff 





& Ryan, announcements. 

| “Aug. 31 Compared to Aug. 24 (| 

Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 
630 10,186 10,612 21,428 
630 10,190 10,674 21,494 
ar —0.3", —0.5” 0.3% 

(included: WHN, WMC A, WNEW, WOR, 

WAXR) 

*No cnange. 

Buffalo—Robert Shieee left chief 
announcer’s post at WBNY to join 
spieling staff of WGR-WKBW. suc- 
ceeding Cliff Jones. He's fourth 
WBNY-ite to do so. others being 
Ralph Hubbell, Jack McLean, John 
Gill and Herb Barden. 

Warren Kelly is new voice at 
WBNY. 








SEE! HEAR! 
TAKE PART YOURSELF 


N.B.C. Coast-to-Coast 
Broadcast of 


Dr. I. Q. 


The MENTAL BANKER 
$1000 IN CASH 


answers 








offered for correct 
from the stage of 


CAPITOL Theatre 


9 P.M. Every Monday Night 
Broadcast la New York 
by Radio Station WEAF 
Sponsored by 


MARS, INC. 
Makers of Snickers, Milky Way, 
Mars, 3 Musketeers and 
Forever Yours Candy bars. 
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TUNES PUT BANDS ON SPOT | 





NEW AMERICAN BEACON. 





Plays and films based on religious themes frequently are the 
subjects for discussion from the pulpits of the nation’s churches 
A popular song rarely gains the distinction. The Rev. Dr. Hill- 
yet Straton, of Detroit, when speaking in New York this week, 


took occasion, however, to pay high tribute to the Irving Berlin | 
Ble Ss | 


pop number in a sermon entitled ‘Why Should God 


America?’ 


‘Once in a while Tin Pan Alley rises to true heights and genu- 
inely reflects the heart and soul of a people,’ Dr. Straton de- 
clared. ‘We have seen this recently in the sweeping popularity 
of ‘God Bless America,’ a song that has reached almost to the 
heights of a hymn. Many Americans who had little use for 

God until the fall of France are reiterating these sentiments 
with a patriotic fervor that has taken on a religious complex.’ 





Martial music has held prominent place in religious services | 


through the centuries, whereas many soldiers have marched to 
war to the accompaniment of an ecclesiastic song. The Protes-| 
tant hymnbooks contain many of the Cromwellian tunes. Sir} 
Arthur Sullivan’s “Onward Christian Soldiers’ is as militantly 
inspiring as ‘Dixie’, 

Dr. Straton declares that ‘God Bless America’ strikes the. 
deep, spiritually patriotic chord. He said: 

“foo many Americans have felt that God is with us because 
of our fatness—our vast material resources. It should be re- 
membered that America’s greatest strength and its greatest 
contributions to mankind have come from the days of adversity, 
not its days of prosperity. Religious liberty came out of the 
bleakness,of a Rhode Island winter. Political liberty was born 
in the snows of Valley Forge. Personal liberty for all Amer- 
icans is a heritage of the dark night of the Civil War. 

‘As never before in her history, 
personal, national and international righteousness. Our whole 
130,000,000 people can sing “God Bless America’ until they are 
hoarse, but God will only bless us as we are willing to share 
our blessings with others.’ 


CRA Would Keep 
Barnet Out Of 
N.Y. Danceteria 


Question of whether or not Charlie 
Barnet’s orchestra will play the 
Fiesta Danceteria, New York, as 
scheduled, or fulfill one-night dates 


- | Wimbish-Strouse’s Radio 
And Band Partnership 


Paul Wimbish, ex-personal 
ager of Paul Whiteman and 
managing the Jack Teagarden or- 
| chestra, and Irving Strouse, also 
formerly associated with Whiteman, 
have opened an office in partnership 
in New York. 
production as well as band manage- 
ment. 


man- 
now 





Pair have half a dozen radio shows 
outlined for fall production. Beside 
Teagarden they'll handle the Irving 
Szathmary orchestra, 


set for it by Consolidated Radio ‘ 
cvgument betore ite eetties ‘Beca| HAMPTON’S OWN BAND 


is set to start two and a half weeks 


STILL UP IN THE AIR 


America needs a return to} 


They'll go into radio | 


ASCAP OR BMI 


ATER NEW YEAR? 


Records a Big Factor—Discs, 
| If Waxed With ASCAP 
Tunes, May Be Off Certain 
Radio Channels —BMI, 
However, Hasn’t Enough 
to Go Round 





ORIGINALS? 


As the deadline for the expira- 
tion of the current American So- 
\city of Composers, Authors and 
| Publishers agreements with radio 
stations draws nearer (Dev. 31), va- 
|rious recording bands are preparing 
‘to meet the effect non-ASCAP radio 
| will have on them. Record- playing 
indie Outlets hold a major part in 
the life of a modern dance band. 
|Any turntabling outlet that doesn’t 
|sign for another stretch with ASCAP 
will not be able to broadcast re- 
| corded versions of ASCAP tunes, 
|new or old, just the same as net- 
| works will not be able to broadcast 
them live: 


Such events will snap back at 
| bands, keeping a sizeable portion of 
| the stuff they'll cut during the next 
couple of months off the air, un- 
| less the numbers they select for 
waxing are not under ASCAP con- 
trol. To skirt the possibility of be- 
| ing even partially blackedout, band- 
|leaders in several instances, acting 
|}on what they consider foresighted- 
ness, are beginning now to arrange 
}and record tunes that have become 
| standards, familiar to the public, yet 
are in the public domain—in other 


words, songs that are known yet are 
|eligible for reproduction off wax 


‘over non-ASCAP outlets. Of course, 
| BMI tunes will be playable no mat- 
ter what, but there are still not 
|}enough such tunes published by the 
latter to go around. 

The public domain standard idea 
is twofold. Such recordings, being 
playable by record jockeys, will 
keep bands that use them in front 
of the army of fans who regularly 
tune in on recorded programs. In 
addition, the numbers will be usable 
on live shots from location stands, 
the usual method used by bands to 
plug their recordings. 

Beside digging back into, for in- 
stance, 1e of Stephen Foster's 
classics, bands that have a knack for 
ig good jive novelty origi- 

keeping ‘em p free. 
they're being from 
ASCAP. publishe to certain 
the numbers will useable after 
Jan ia 


son 
nennil Oo! 
iblisher 
kept 


make 


nals are 


At least 


be 


Sammy Kaye’s Orch 


at the Fiesta Danceteria Sept. 13, 

on a contract held by Richard Deck- 

er, operator of the Fiesta. Accord- 

ing to CRA, with whom it has a Lionel Hampton’s new band, on 
10-year booking contract dating which work was supposedly started 

as } nishes ~ 

from last March, the band finishes 9, the Coast within the past couple 
a wee Aichigan theatre, 

k at the Michigan es of weeks, is still in the thought stage 
Detroit, Sept. 12, and on the 14th, ~ 
commences a seri¢ ® single stand No men have been selected for any 
0 ences a series of S Stanas . . 

a ; 6 position in the full size outfit. Hamp- | 
’ > * y 
CRA has_ not complained tO the ton is currently in New York, 
American Federation of Musicians, : : 
Joe Glaser’ is seeking personal 


but has warned Decker that it holds 
an exclusive booking contract with 
Barnet, that it does not recognize 
his agreement with the band inas- 
much as the rate was not booked 
through the CRA office, and has filed 


He has been pro- 
positioning Hampton, but so far has 
had no actual success. Glaser han- 
dies Louie Armstrong and Andy Kirk, 


if it materializes. 


all correspondence concerning the #08 others, 
confliction with the union. Accord- bi 
ing to CRA, Barnet had recently 
been offered a stand at the Fiesta Teagardens May Merge 
booked by it as part of a block of 
bands, but that he refused the date 
on the grounds he didn’t think work- Charley Teagarden, ex-Paul White- 
ing at the spot had_= sufficient man trumpeter, has been sitting in 
prestige. with his brother Jack Teagarden’s 
Pe nee Hoe band off and on in the past week 
|and there’s a possibility he may join 
Ms oe the outfit permanently. He replaced 
Orrin Tucker Musician Tommy Gonsolin. Band played all 
° last week at Steei Pier, A. C. 
Accused of Rape in Buff. a: tne time 3. Teagarden ter 


| Whiieman to form a band of his own, | 





the trumpeter brother was set to go 
with him. The combination never 
materialized, Charlie staying with 
| Whiteman until the latter outfit’s re- 


Buffalo, Sept. 3. 
Edward B. Keevins, 32, of Chicago, 
member of the Orrin Tucker band at 
Shea’s Buffalo last week, was ar-! cent breakup. 
raigned in City Court Thursday (29) se 


charged with rape on the complaint 
of Elizabeth Kennedy, 20 She Irving Mills « on » Coast 


charged that Keevins assaulted her Hollywood, Sept. 3 

late Wednesday night in a parked Irving Mills pulled into town 

automobile, after a cross-country drive from 
Keevins pleaded not guilty and was New York. _ 

released in $5,000 bail, the case be- Plans cail for a monih in Holly- 


wood to look over his music affairs. 


ing set for hearing Sept. 27. 


managership of the outfit when and | 


Loses ts Bachelorhood 


Milwaukee, Sept. 3. 


Sammy 


singers, but for many years he has |} 
contended that just a good-looking 
femme vocalist was not particular 
isset to an orchesti f< a num- 
be of vears he ar his bandsmen 
have gone along as an all-male or- 
ganization 

However, that all changed now. 
A couple of months ago Kaye dis- 
covered Louise Lorraine, in Toronto 
who he considers ial that he 
changed his policy She joined the 
Kaye organization here Wednesday 
(27), debutting with the band’s 
Riverside theatre date 


| Perrin to Robbins 1 in Chi 


Cc Ary cre 
Chicago, 


Sept. 3. 








IN DUTCH 





ment Case 





Harms, Inc., filed a general denial 
Friday (30) in N. Y. federal court to | 
the suit of Edward B. Marks Music | 
Corp., asking dismissal of the action 
on the ground that the plaintiff had 
failed to comply with the copyright 
laws which placed its song in the 
public domain. 


und Gesang.’ Different arrangements 





ROBBINS MULLS 
BRANCH IN 


Robbins Music Corp. of Cuba hav- 
ing been launched, Jack Robbins is | 
now eyeing Mexico as a possible 
branch venture. Robbins figures on 
working with the Metro exchange in | 
Mexico to build up that catalog, since 
the picture company is partnered 
with all Robbins music ventures. 


Promotora Hispana Americana de 
Musica, S. A. (PHAM), practically 
controls all Mexican music today, 
which in turn is controlled by .an 
Associacion Mexicana de Autores y | 
Compositores, which, at the same 





time, is controlled by radio station 
XEW and Southern Music Publish- 


ing Co. (Ralph Peer). 
Other publishing businesses _ in 
Mexico are Editorial Mexico (Men- 


Editorial Wagner (ex-Wagner & 
and Editorial Beethoven 
Bros.), which are asso- 
Sindicato de Autores, 


zel), 
| Levin) 
(Markman 

ciated with 


Compositores y Auditores de Mexico 


| (SACAM). 


Kaye is not allergic to girl | 


Treasurer of SACAM is 


| Tata Nacho, otherwise Ignacio Fer- 
| nandez Esperon, songsmith. Nacho 
is his stage name. Alfonso Esparza 
| Oteo, also w.k. native composer, is 
general secretary. The Sindicato or 
SACAM splits up the collected coin 
|40% to the publishers, 40% to the 
songsmiths (of which 24% goes to 
| the composer and only 16% to the 
lyricist, unlike ASCAP’s 50-50 divvy), 
and the remaining 20% to the 
SACAM for administration. 
Dominant in the music setup is 
Emilio Azcarraga, who runs XEW 
|and shortwave stations XEWW and 


XEQQ 


N.H. ARENA RESUMES 
NAMES; DITTO BOSTON 


New Haven (Conn.) Arena re- 
sumes its Sunday name band and 
vaude policy Sept. 15. Spot ran all 
last season with a similar setup. It 


seats 7,000. 
First show will bring in the Jack 


| Teagarden and Mitchell Ayres bands 


plus comedian Henry Armetta. 





Bands Again 
Boston, Sept. 3. 


Name 


Jack Perrin comes back to Chi- | Brunswick hotel goes back to a 
cago as chief of the local Robbins | "ame band policy this season. Brings 
office. | in Harry Jame: band for thre 

Perrin was in New York as pro- | weeks, starting Sept. 27. 
fessional manager for the Mills Mu-| Spot tried name crews for a short 
sic firm. He takes over from Irving | time the latter part of last winter, 
Koppelman here, who is quitting | but folded the idea for the sum- 


the business. 


mer. 


| 
Marks Vs. Harms In Song Infringe- 


Action seeks an injunction, ac- 
counting of profits, and damages 
against Harms’ ‘In An Old Dutch | 
Mill,’. published in 1932, claiming | 
that the song infringed Werner | 
Kersten’s song, written in 1920, 
‘Bummel-Petrus Intermezzo Piano 


of the song for orchestra and for | 
vocalist are also involved in the suit. | 


Victor and Columbia's Cut-Price 
Classics Up in Sales But Repressings 


Of Oldies Remain $5-§6 Per Copy 


By EDWARD SMITH 


The recently started price war be- 
| tween the RCA Victor and Columbia 
| phonograph companies over classical 
| recordings has brought the price of 
| these recordings down to the lowest 
ebb in their history. Dealers 
throughout the country, at first anxi- 
| ous and morbid over the slash to half 
| price, are beginning to perk up as 
| thousands of orders are coming in 
| weekly. What is not known, how- 
' ever, is that Victor is declining to 
cut the cest of repressing old re- 
cordings no longer in the catalog, 
which for a single copy still remain 
at $5 for the 10-inch and $6 for the 
12-inchers. 

Columbia has no such masters 
available and cannot compete with 
| Victor here. 

RCA is also reported seriously 
| considering issuing an historical cata- 
log similar to that available in Lon- 
don by its sister company, the Gram- 
aphone Company, perhaps better 
known as His Master’s Voice. These 
recordings, dating to the early 1900s, 
have become more and more in de- 
mand on this side of the ocean in 
the past dozen years, as collectors 


| and students of voice or instrument 


MEXICO 


| The general thought is that Victor 


sought out the hidden treasuries of 
a bygone age. 

Recording is not as recent a phe- 
nomenon as most laymen believe. 


and Columbia were the first in their 
field about 35-40 years ago. This is 
far from the truth. How old re- 
cordings of sound actually are can- 
not be determined, but Plato 500 
years B.C. mentioned in his ‘Re- 
public’ of having heard recorded 
sound, and the memoirs of Luigi La 
Blanche (1795-1858), the greatest 
basso of all time also mentions hear- 
ing his own voice over a century ago. 
The first evidence in completed 
printed record of actual recording 
dates to 1857 when a Frenchman, 
Leon Scott, recorded a voice, but 
was unable to reproduce the re- 
corded sound, 
Edison in 1877 

By 1877 the world was ready for 
the improvements and discoveries of 
Thomas A. Edison, who for the first 


| time in known recorded history pro- 


duced a wax cylinder which stated 
(Continued on page 40) 


Encino (Cal), Bids For 
Boom Through Ditty By 
Piantadosi and Carroll 


sattiened Sept. 3. 

Lyrically, nearby Encino is re- 
placing Fairhaven and_ Freeport 
(Long Island, N. Y.) in tbe affections 
of Coast tinpanners. Actors colony 
has sprung up amid the citrus groves 
of the valley community and out this 
way that booms real estate values. 
However, the other 47 states know 
hing of this new mushroomery 

that’s where the Chamber of 
Commerce comes in. 

Under ceaseless prodding by civic 
leaders, two of the citizens have suc- 
cumbed so that now the world will 
know about Encino. Plopped on the 
desk of L. Wolfe Gilbert last week 
for publication was the completed 
ditty, ‘A Garden in Encino.’ Credits 
will read, melody by Al Piantadosi 
and Harry Carroll; lyrics by Pauline 
(Mrs.) Carroll. Encino C. of €. has 
ordered as many professional copies 
printed as there are bands, night 
clubs and radio stations in the coun- 
try. Music racks will be alive with 
‘A Garden in Encino’ if the En- 
cinoans have their way. 

Citizen No. 1 of Encino is Al Jole 
on, who'll probably have the priv-, 
ilege of giving the tune its first 
After that it’s every man 
for himself and they’d better come 
fast for Encino realtors are staking 
out new lots for the expected land 
rush. 
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simply and to the point, that ‘Mary 
had a little lamb.’ Edison no doubt 
realized the immense importance of 
his discovery, but so wrapped up 
was the inventor in his other dis- 
coveries that he failed to devote suf- 
ficient time to it. Between 1877 and 
1885 Edison was outraced by G. Bet- 
tini, Charles Marshall and Emile 
Berliner. Bettini, who was perhaps 
the most important of the three, not 
only developed his own cylinder ma- 
chine, but starting in the late 1880s 
recorded the greatest celebrities of 
opera, stage and public life of his 
day, leaving their voices for pos- 
terity. Among the personages known 
to have recorded for Bettini during 
this period and up to 1898 are Jenny 
Lind, Adelina Patti, Sigrid Arnold- 
son, Johannes Brahms, Christina 
Nilsson, Pauline Lucca, Sofia Sealchi, 
Italo Campannini, Edward Grieg, 
Peter Tschaikowsky, Pablo de Sar- 
asate, Joseph Joachim, Milka Ter- 
nina, Clara Louise Kellogg, Elka 
Gerster, Jean and Edovard de 
Reszke, Giuseppe de Puente, Minnie 


Hauk, Ernesto Niccolini, Thomas 
Salignac, Ernest Van Dyck, Albert 


Selaza, Frances Saville, Annie Cary, 
Francesco Tamagno, Marcella Sem- 
brich, Nellie Melba, Lillian Nordica, 
Febea Strakosch, Eugenia Mantelli, 
Charles Santley, Lilli Lehmann, 
among the singers; Edwin Booth, 
Sarah Bernhardt, Thomas Salvini, 
Joseph Jefferson, Jean Coquelin, 
Lillie Langtry, Lillian Russell, Elea- 
nora Duse, and Ritter Adolf Von 
Sonnenthal, among the actors and 
actresses; as well as personalities 
such as Queen Victoria, Gladstone, 
Barnum, Florence Nightingale, Mark 
Twain and Presidents Grant, Harri- 
son, McKinley, among others. 
Mystery Masters 


These names are some of the most 
sensational in their class of all time. 
Yet, despite sales of some of these 
recordings which topped the 50,000 
mark at a price of $5 each, not one 
of these recordings seems to have 
survived. The sales of all probably 
were in the millions, but the mystery 
of their complete disappearance may 
never be fully solved 
of this sort, if discovered, would be 
worth a young fortune. Singers to- 
day, anxious to hear the cele 
Patti, must content themselves with 
records made for the Gramaphone 
company in 1906 when the great col- 
oratura, on the verge of retirement, 
was 63. To secure a Patti record- 
ing made at the height of her career 
in the late 1880s would be a welcome 
memento to many an aspiring singer. 
The same holds true for the record- 
ings of. Melba and Sembrich, caught 
far past their best vocal estate, by 
Victor, and doubly so for a recording 
of Campanini, creator of the tenor 
roles in ‘Aida,’ ‘Carmen’ and ‘Faust.’ 
The latter died in 1896 and, to date, 
no records of his are available, yet 
the Bettini catalogs reveal that he 
recorded all the principal arias from 
these and other operas 

The same holds true of an 


orated 


actor 
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desirous of hearing a Duse, a Jef- 
ferson or a Booth. 


In the popular field Bettini was 
not lacking, either. Recordings were 


made for him by George W. John- 
son, George J. Goslin, Dan W. 
Quinn, J. W. Myers, Roger Hard- 
ing, Chauncey M. Depew, Cal Stew- 
art, Billy Murray, John Philip Sousa, 
Arthur Prior, et al. 

Bettini’s Pioneering 


itered by engaging Alessandro Bonci 
‘and Giovanni Zenatello as rivals for 
Caruso, and issued recordings of 
Mary Garden, Vittorio Arimondl, et 
al. to offset the Victor attack. In 
11910 Columbia, through what it be- 
lieved to be a master stroke, secured 
the American distribution rights to 
the recordings of the Fonotipia com- 
pany, an Italian company, whose art- 
ists were among the world’s great- 


est, having such names as Bonci, 
Zenatello, Lilli Lehman, Victor 


Maurel, Jean de Reszke (never pub- 
lically issued), Adelina Stehle, Re- 
gina Storchio, Felia Litvinne, etc., 
on its roster, The Columbia record- 


| of Bettini’s former artists. 


ings unfortunately were poorer in 
quality of recording to the Victor's. 
Columbia secured Lillian Nordica 
and Olice Fremstadt, but the record- 
ings of these singers were so poor 
that many of their records were 


It was also Bettini who perfected 
the present system of having a mas- 
ter recording in 1888. Prior to that 
time, if a singer recorded a disk and 
another recording was desired, the 
singer was foreed to do the selection 





never marketed. Victor meanwhile, 
backed by the phenomenal sale of’ 
Caruso recordings, forged steadily 
ahead. Victor was charging the out-| 
landish price of $7 for the Sextet 
a greater popular appeal. | from Lucia and $6 for a Quartet 
sages ; ee from Rigoletto. The average price 

harles Marshall, who was in the of a record by a famous singer cost | 
same period as Bettini, did much the $3. with Col 
same work, but had a lesser degree half. 
of success. It was not until the ad-' 
vent of the German, Emile Berliner, 
then a man of about 40, and for- 
merly connected with the Bell Tele- 
phone system, that recording took its 


over again. Hence if there were 100 
ealls for a popular song, the ex- 
hausted artist would be forced to 
sing 100 times to meet the demand. 
Bettini removed this restriction from 


umbia’s price about one-| 
Victor was issuing single- 
faced records, and Columbia had al- | 
ready issued its records doubled. 

It was not until 1923 that Victor | 
cut its prices in half and doubled 
its recordings. | 


first long stride forward. About ; 
1895, Berliner perfected the flat disk By that time, Columbia with few- 


recording which has continued to the ,¢F and fewer celebrity singers was 
present time. Berliner did not seem 0 Its way out, Voice could be well | 
to have as much success in attracting Tecorded, but the orchestral records 
great singers as did Bettini, the only | Which seem so perfect today were a 
well known names he seems to have! horrible mess a score of years ago, 
secured being the tenor Ferruccio and not worth the time or patience 
Giannini, father of Dusolina, now of Of a would be purchaser, The Vic- 
the Metropolitan; Emilo De Gogorza| tor monopoly continued, the singers 
and Selma Kurtz. Campanini is also | Tealizing the chances of royaliies 
rumored to have recorded for Ber-| Were far more with Victor, and con- 


no substantial proof remains to au- rival. Edison, which lingered to 1918, 
thenticate this belief. }also went off the market, beaten on 


‘ , : (his own invention. 
Edison in the meantime had not x ; 
By 1925 Victor 


allowed all the grass to grow under had & virtual 
his feet. He dealt mostly in the, Monopoly, with the Columbia catalog 
popular field, however, as it was not Teduced to one-sixth the size of 
until 1905 that he secured name sing- | Victor's. But at this juncture, fate, 
ers from the Metropolitan to record im the form of the radio, entered the 


for him, and persisted in continuing P!C'ure. 


with his cylinder recordings up to With the advent of the radio the 
1910 and even later. |sale of phonograph records started 
Columbia in 1887 ja decline to a point of almost dis- 

The Columbia company was pat-' appearance. This was despite the 
ented to do business in 1887 but it; appearance in early 1926 of elec- 
also failed to take any advantage of trical recording, which developed 


the growing interest until approxi-|into today’s high fidelity. However 
mately 1903. Victor was not yet in; Within an eight-year period, the 
existence at this time, but in 1900 Public became aware that could 
Eldridge Johnson took over Ber-|not, by turning a dial, secure the 
liner’s business and launched the/™usic it wished to hear at the mo- 
Victor Talking Machine Co., the par-| ment, but might have to wait weeks 
ent of today’s company. An English| until it was broadcast, and even then 
branch was started at the same time. in an unsatisfactory rendition. So, 
Bettini, in the meantime, had gone 49ain recordings started to pick up 
out of business, and flat disks were|in sales. But this time, with high 
being used 4-1. fidelity recordings, the world’s great 
The British branch of Victor then | Orchestras and instrumentalists were | 
signed quite a few celebrity singers;able to leave their imperishable | 
and issued its first recordings in 1901; ™arks on wax. Columbia again 
and 1902 from the opera houses of Started to raid the Victor list of art- 
England, France and Germany. Vic- and having secured additional 
tor was stili dealing in popular rec-|Capital was able again to compete 
ords, having taken over quite a few | With its rival. 
In 1902,} Vocal musie had declined with the | 


it 


ists, 


under the name of Monarch, Victor | dearth of great vocalists. The new | 
issued a ‘5,000 series’ of approxi-|opera and concert public did not 
mately 100 recordings of the great! understand, but those who had 


singers of Europe, many of whom)! money, the people of 40 and over, 
had already appeared at the Metro-|remembcring the golden voices of 
politan. Had these recordings failed! the past, refused to purchase the 
to go, the Victor company of today | records of the new singers or the 
might not be in existence, but go declining ones at the Met, and pur- | 
and go well they did, so in 1904 Vic- | chased symphonic recordings instead. 
tor issued its first Red Seal list of A scramble began, to locate and} 
singers appearing with piano accom-| Preserve the records of those long | 
paniment, under the 81,000 and 85,000 since dead, so that the great art of | 
series. Two years prior to this,|Song would not entirely vanish, for 
America “heard the first faint peep-|the recordings of voice had always 
ings of a 28-year-old tenor called been good, although the orchestral 
Enrico Caruso, who had created accompaniments were terrible. 
quite a stir at the Covent Garden This growth resulted in the for- 
season. His recordings in the 5,000| mation of the International Record 
series appeared here in 1902, and so/ Collectors Club of Bridgeport, Conn., 
interested Heinrich Conrad, general; and in New York, of Jack L. Cai- 
manager of the Met, that he made a!din’s Collectors’ Record Shop. The 
special trip to hear Caruso in per-/ latter establishment dealt mostly in 
son. The rest is history. out-of-print vocal selections with 
Columbia, in the meantime, had is-| its p securing a stock of 
sued records of Edouard De Reszke, | 100.000 old records, and selling them 
Suzanne Adams, Marcella Sembrich,|to an eager opera-going public. Even 


yprietor 


Antonio Scotti, Charles Gilibert,|singers such as Giovanni Martinelli 
Giuseppe Campanari and Ernestine; would purchase recordings of Ta- 
Schumann-Heink in April 1903 un-|magno, creator of ‘Otello,’ to hear 


der a Red label. Victor protested and study the interpretations im-| 


‘the use of a red label, claiming to mortalized there 40 years ago, be-| 


own the copyright on the color, and fore the younger artists attempted 
took the matter to court. Victor won, | the role. 

and late in 1903 Columbia shifted the! Victor had been the only company | 
labels to black and silver color, and | with the wisdom to preserve its mas- | 
Victor emerged victorious in the ter plates. Columbia had junked | 
many of its wars with Columbia. its masters as had Victor early, but! 


st Sheet 


(Week ending 


Music Sellers 


Aug. 31, 1940) 











| spot 


ee Sia Menta Rea... ciiassoxek si ccwas wh ee eee 
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I'm Stepping Out With a Memory Tonight................. Robbing 
eS ee e.g. | ere ee 7 eer eee Mercex 
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B eviews 
and R 
BILL McCUNE ORCH (10) (piano, bass, drum) dishes up a 


Hotel Muehlebach, K. C. 

Stand in the Muehlebach supper 
is first for this band in this 
area. Crew is out of New York and 
originated under the present leader | 
some few years ago at Manhattan 
College. Since then McCune has 
held out in the New York spots and | 
only recently began this tour west. 
He’s set for a few weeks in this 
section. 

Group of young players shows re- 


{sults of steady and long association 


together. Music is highlighted by 
reed section, as leader plays tenor 
sax. Essentially deals in sweetness 
and danceability. Crew is prepared 


to mix it, however, to fulfill one- 
nighters and other gaps between 
hotels. Basic appeal is smooth 
tempo. 


A note of informality is prominent 
and is keynoted by McCune in his 
m.c. work. This leads to varieiy of 
novelty tunes and reportory includes 
specialties by most every member 
of the outfit. Appears outfit is prep-| 
ping for theatre dates in near future. 

McCune is carrying a pair of vocal 
soloists in Katherine Hoyt and Gor- 
don Robb. Former combines her 
work, in which she handles rhythm 
songs to best advantage, with satis- 
factory personal appeal, and male 
Singer exhibits a tenor range in good 
style. Arranging is turned over to 
Bill Heathcock, of the brasses, and 
Ted- Husted, pianist. The three- 
three-four instrumental plan finds 
Heathcock on_ trombone, 27inkey 
Savitt and Pete Rienzi trumpeting, 
Bill Shelton, Henry Friedlander and 
McCune on reeds, with saxes getting 
large share of the work, and rhythm 
section of Husted, Jimmy Bell at'| 
drums, Hal Atkinson on guitar and 
Fred Harnach at string bass. Atkin- 
son also takes regular turn at vocal- 
ing when baritone is called for. 

Mood of the room under this band 
is lightened in contrast to usual at- 


|mosphere created by majority of 
orchs here. Band was a pleasant 
choice for the Labor Day weekend 
play. Quin, 


AL KAVELIN ORCH (11) 
Featuring Patti Morgan, Marlyn 
Stuart 
Essex House, New York 
Al Kavelin and Dick Himber for 
a time clashed with their competi- 
tive ‘cascading chords’ and ‘rhythmic 
pyramids’ dance stvles. Himber 
eventually abandoned his, finding 
that (1) it didn’t mean quite as much 
as he expected and (2) somehow it 


wasn’t worth the effort in view of 
the confliction in styles. Ever | 
|sincé bands veered into ‘Mickey | 
Mouse’ stylizing, it was deemed) 


showmanly, nay compulsory, to give | 
their dansapation a switch, hence 
the sundry billings, such as above. 

Kavelin’s ‘cascading chords’ has 
survived and here, in the Essex 
House — a spot incidentally where 
Himber long held forth—he is do- 
ing a nice job. Signed for four'| 
weeks, he’s set for four months, via 
periodic options, with biz good, aided 
by five shots a week over CBS coast- | 
to-coast. 

Kavelin is a violin maestro who 
solos a mean fiddle on his own and. 
with a smooth team comprising four 
reeds, three brass and three rhythm 


would issue an 
The time now appears to 
for such an undertaking The is-! 
suance of withdrawn or unreleased 
records under the black label! series, 
started several months ago, is prob- 
ably the first step. 

However, it must be remembered 
that some place, somewhere, in the 
attic of some old home, there may | 
be lying a treasure of old cylinders | 
dating from the 1880s bearing under | 
their dust covered grooves the, 


historical catalog. 


be ripe 


| well 








Numerous were the raids made by after 1906 Victor had virtually every | voices of the great, long dead, but | 
first One company, and then another master plate of all its celebrity sing- not forgotten, such a recording of | 
on each other. Victor, in order to ers. Both the Bridgeport Society | Jenny Lind’s has turned up. Others 
boost the price of records, bought up|and Caidin approached Victor, and equally great, must exist. The trade | 
the Zonophone company, which was;made up recordings of old singers'only hopes that these last remain- | 
issuing Caruso, Pol Plancon, Eugenia so that they might be sold within ing priceless treasures are not con- 
Mantelli and Louisa Tetrazzini rec- | the means of the present-day cus-| fined to an ashecan by unthinking 
ords, which were being sold at 65c'tomer. Victor watched the gradual; persons, but are turned over to | 
each, in order to keep these artists’ | growth of collectors, and decided) proper authorities. so that the voices | 
records, which they were also issu- | that when it felt 100,000 customers | immortalized there, may delight peo- | 
ing, Off the market. Columbia coun-,existed throughout the country, it} ple for generations to come. | 


|With Katherine Hoyt, Gordon Robb soothing brand of terp tunes. Melody 


predominates, sprightly and dance- 
compelling, in the best ‘society’ 
mood without being too polite. He 
also mixes it up with the usual Latin 
sets, now requisite on all dance jobs 
Two vocalists, Patti Morgan and 
Marlyn Stuart (Morgan’s a boy, de- 
spite that first-handle _ billing), 
handle their assignments well. 
Abel 





HAROLD NAGEL AND ORCH 
Fountain Lounge 
Roosevelt Hotel, N. O. 

Good music in small packages, 
proof that numbers and noise are 
not necessary for dance rhythm, is 
exemplified by Harold Nagel 
and crew, which proves more thar 
capable of carrying the dance duties 
of the city’s leading -hotel during the 
weeks the Hawaiian Blue Room is 
closed for redecoration. 

Nagel took over tough spot vacated 
by Arthur Ravel, but he more than 
satisfies. He uses only six men int 
outfit, but blends them in a toe-pull- 
ing tempo that gets the most out of 
each individual member of the band 
Nagel himself wields the baton and 
doubles on fiddle: rest of aggrega- 
tion ineludes piano, bass fiddle, saxo- 
phone, accordion and drums. 

Group specializes in rhumba and 
congas, but mixes enough jive to 
keep the younger element happy and 
enough sweet to keep the elder sat- 


isfied. The music is served up ina 
intimate style well adapted to the 
size of the room, and soft enoug! 


so that Sandra, the room's palmist 
can read your hand without telling 


the world. Liuzza 

DICK KUHN ORCH, (5) 

Hotel Statler, Buffalo 
Advent of Dick Kuhn and cooler 


weather are filling Statler’s dance 
space early each eve, forcing late- 
comers away. It’s a full-sounding 
band, which causes most customers 
to blink—since Kuhn's crew totals 
only five. But preponderance of 
rhythm and predominant, but not 
| blasting, sax, carry illusion of great- 
er complement. Without doubt, 
' Kuhn has one of the biggest little 


| bands in the business. 


Instrumentation is Kuhn on tenor 
sax: Len Herman, accordion; Hugo 
Malonga, bass; Roy Seymour, piano, 
and Charlie Shaw, drums. Herman 
handles vibes and takes vocals, too 
As expected, sax and accordion hat- 
die bulk of melody, with piano not 
too prominent in carrying the tune. 

Kuhn blows most of the time, but, 
with heavy rhythm backing, it’s not 
noticeable that one instrument is al- 
ways on top. When leader steps 
away to chat with patron, accordion- 
ist steps in, handling tune frequently 


| on vibes. 


Innovation is Kuhn’s ‘request tune 
tables,’ lighted board on which 
dancers chalk numbers they’d like 
to hear. Tune list is cointained in 
booklets found on tables. Stunt has 
become so popular only half the 
number of booklets is handed 
around, otherwise there isn’t enoug! 
room on the board to list the patrons’ 


> ; 
choices, setz 





Art Deacon, Can. Leader, 
War Prisoner in Germany 
Regina, Sask., Sept. 3 
Art H. Deacon, of the Royal Air 
Force, formerly an Invermay, Sask. 
orchestra leader, is a prisoner of wart 


|in Germany, according to a cable re- 
, ceived by his father from the British 


Air Ministry. 
He had previously been reported 
killed in action. 





Tom Tucker Opens Spot 


Bridgeport, Sept. 3. 

McCormack & Barry’s Ritz ball- 
room unshutters for 1940-1941 sea- 
son Sunday (8) with Tommy 
Tucker's band, Jimmy Dorsey set 
for Sept. 15, and Charlie Barnet 
Sent. 29. 

Pleasure Beach, city-operated park, 
buttoned up Sunday (1) with Al 
Donahue. 
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~— Hleifetz vs. Tavern Fiddler 





There is probably no phase of 


trade unionism and iis internecine 


sffairs more difficult for the public to understand than jurisdictional 
disputes between rival organizations, 
It remained for James C. Petrillo, president of the American Fed- 


eration of Musicians, to thoroughly 
of the pending row between AFM 


Artists. 


Discussing the demands — 


enlighten outsiders as to the issues 
and the American Guild of Musical 
of AFM that all the instrumental 


artists who are members of the AGMA must resign their memberships 


and join fhe AFM, Petrillo declared in a 
‘Since when is there any difference between Heifetz playing the 


¥ 


fiddle and a fiddler in a tavern’’ 


newspaper interview: 


Injunction proceedings to restrain Petrillo and AFM from carrying 
out threats against AGMA were being held before Justice Pecora. Be- 
fore granting the temporary injunction he said: 

‘If the reasoning about Heifetz and his fiddle is right, then there is 
no difference between Leonardo da Vinci and a house painter.’ 

Headed by Lawrence Tibbett, the musical artists, among whom are 
jeading instrumental virtuosi and vocalists of concert and opera, sym- 
phony conductors and ballerinas, have every intention of fighting the 
issues to the end. The immediate advantage of a temporary injunc- 
tion is on their side; argument for permanent restraint against AFM 
until the date of trial will be heard tomorrow ‘Thursday ). 

Meanwhile the battle lines are spreading. Tibbett has been elected 
president of the American Federation of Radio Artists, said to be com- 


prised of 10,500 members. 


some 150,000 AFM members. 


The musical Guild is less strong in num- 
bers, boasting only 1,800 members, 


Petrillo, on his side, is lining up 


All factors involved in the present controversy are members of the 


American Federation of Labor. 


The paternal] hand of the parent body 


seems less likely to interfere between the brethren than during the 


bitter jurisdictional row of more 


than a year ago when the IATSE 


(stagehands) sought to take over jurisdiction of vaudeville performers. 
A basis of inter-union compromise settled the controversy of a year 


ago. 


Leaving settlement of the current squabble to the court, the trade 
and public will not soon forget one feature of the current impasse: 
‘Since when is there any difference between Heifetz playing a fiddle 


and a fiddler in a tavern?’ 











AGMA Wins Ist Rd 
Tibbett Brings Strong AFRA Support: 


. 
3 


Vs. Petrillo's AFM 


First skirmish in the jurisdictional 
battle between the American Guild 
of Musical Artists and the American 
Federation of Musicians resulted in 
a smashing victory for the former 
last week. Tussle will probably drag 
along for several more weeks, how- 
ever, and may not be decided for 
months. In the meantime, fal! and 
winter concert schedules are being 
held up and the entire jurisdictional 


question remains uncertain. 
An important development also 
was the election Saturday (31) of 


Lawrence Tibbett, AGMA president, 
1o succeed Eddie Cantor as president 
of the American Federation of Ra- 
cio Artists. Action was taken at 
AFRA’s annual convention in Den- 
ver. It was immediately seen as an 
indication of strong AFRA support 


for AGMA in its dispute with the 
AFM. 
AGMA’s victory last week was the 


granting by N.Y. supreme court Jus- 
tice Ferdinand Pecora of a tempor- 
ary stay restraining James C. Pet- 
rillo, AFM president, from carrying 
cut his threat of barring from radio, 
records and concerts all instrumen- 
talists failing to join his union by 
Labor Day (2). Restraining order 
will be in effect until decision is 
handed down in AGMA’s application 
for a temporary injunction pending 
hearing for a permanent injunction. 


Hearing on the temporary injunc- 
tion is scheduled for tomorrow 
(Thursday) before Justice Carroll 
G. Walter. However, it’s expected 


that at that time the case will be 
postponed for at least another week. 
Even after the arguments are heard, 
it will probably take the judge a 
week or so to reach his decision. 
Meanwhile, as the case continues 
to follow precedent of most jurisdic- 
tional squabbles by growing daily 
more complex and widespread, Pet- 
rillo is tied up by one of the most 
far-reaching restraining orders seen 
in show business unionism in years 
Copies of the court order were sent 
late last week to all AFM locals, as 


well as radio networks, stations, 
producers, agents, concert manage- 
ments, opera companies, recording 


companies, film studios and others. 
AGMA's Benefit Concert 


At the same time, AGMA leaders 
began plans for a mammoth concert 
late this month, probably in Car- 
negie Hall, N.Y., to publicize iis side 
of the dispute and raise money to 
wage its legal battle. Nearly all the 
lop concert names are to appear, 
many of them flying in from the 
Coast for the occasion. 

New angle was also injected into 
the situation last week with a report 
from Washington that the Depart- 
ment of Justice would include the 
AFM in a sweeping investigation it 
intends making into the whole radio 
and entertainment field. Just what 
form the probe would take and 
when it would start was not re- 


vealed, nor was it disclosed from, 


| what source the Department had re- | 


It was stated, 
show business 


| ceived ‘complaints.’ 
| however, that other 
| organizations, including ASCAP, 
would be included in the investi- 
gation. In connection with reports 
of the Justice Department's entry 
into the picture, it was recalled that 
Assistant Attorney General Thur- 
man Arnold's ‘interpretation’ of the 


anti-trust laws last summer had 
been regarded as applying in cer- 
tain aspects to various theatrical 


including the musicians. 


Petrillo Served 


Pecora granted AGMA the tem- 
porary stay after two hours of argu- 
ment by opposing counsel. Hearing 
took place Thursday morning (298), 
the dav after Ted Carr, AGMA as- 
sistant executive secretary, had per- 
sonally visited the AFM headquar- 
ters to serve a summons on Ed Can- 
“evan, assistant to Petrillo. AFM 
prez himself planed into New York 
Thursday morning was also 
served with a summons at AFM 
headquarters that afternoon. Sum- 
mons and complaint in the action 
listed as plaintifls AGMA as well as 


unions, 


and 


members Lawrence Tibbett, Deems 
Taylor, Jascha Heifetz, Albert Spal- 
ding, Emanue! Feuerman, Kirsten 
Flagstad, Gladys Swarthout Chap- 
man, Richard Crooks, Richard Bon- 
elli, Frank Chapman, Zlatko Balo- 
kovie and Armand Tokatyan. 


Appearing in behalf of AGMA and 
its members individually were Henry 
Jaffe, regular AGMA attorney, anda 
Sidney E. Cohn, with Henry A 
Freedman representing Petrillo and 
AFM. lanche Witherspoon, AGMA 
executive secretary, and Tibbett. 
president, also attended the hearing. 
At the outset Freedman requested a 
day's adjournment on the ground 
that he had not had a chance to con- 
sult Petrillo or to familiarize him- 
self with the papers in the case. 
a moment Pecora seemed inclined te 


grant the request, but Freedma: 
added that the case was really & 
simple one involving merely the 
question of whether the instrumen- 
talists were union members. There- 
upon Pecora said if the case was s¢ 
simple they might as well consiae 
it then and there. 

Cohn then introduced the Petrilk 
letter of Aug. 5 to Tibbett, arguing 
that it was conclusive proof of the 


‘arbitrary’ manner in which Petrillo 
seeks to force AGMA members into 
his union. Excerpts from the AFM 
constitution, defining the president's 
powers, were also submitted and 
Pecora expressed amazement that 
any union official should have such 
dictatorial authority. 

When a N. Y. Times story was in- 
troduced to reczll Petrillo’s reported 
statement that ‘there is no difference 
between Heifetz and a fiddler in & 
tavern. Freedman attempted to jus- 
tify it, but Pecora interrupted 
remark crily off the record, 
would be like saving there is no diff- 

(Continued on page 42) 
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to | 
‘That } 


| British Best Sellers 


{Week Ending Aug. 10, 1940) 
(Sixpenny Numbers) 
Singing Hills...........Connelly 
Tiggertvy Boo ....-Maurice 


| Dreams Grow Old.....Feldman 
| Arm in Arm.... er 
You Made Me Cure......Norris 

oo, Serre .»-Day 
| Don’t Pass Me By........ .» Gay 
Creaking Old Mill...........Sun 
| Dancing: Boll........... ieee see 
This Year's Roses........Wright 


(Shilling Numbers) 


Nightingale .........<- Maurice 
NR oe | .....Chappell 
| Fall in Love Again......Maurice 
| Woodpecker Song...........Sun 


ef eee 


PITT TOOTERS 
SEE BETTER 
SEASON 
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Pittsburgh, Sept. 3. 

| Looks like a big fall and winter 
| season for Local 60 of the Musicians 
junion. At least two hotels which in 
jthe past have had no dancing are 
| planning to install regular bands in 
their supper rooms, and a third spot 
| is considering a similar move. Fort 
| Pitt hotel, which hasn't had regular 
| terping for more than a decade, has 
|} announced it’s in the market for a 
band for its Norse Room and Web- 
ster Hall, which has danced only 
spasmodically and then usually on 
| weekends, and is going to try and 
,make it a nightly policy. Roosevelt 
hotel, where dancing was dropped 
five years ago, is the other place 
thinking it over. 

In addition, employment situation 
among local musicians is expected to 
be further eased by the conga- 
rhumba craze which has lately hit 
town and will get a new impetus next 
week when Joe Sala» ex-bartender, 
opens his El] Chico, strictly Spanish 
in ehow, atmosphere and music. As 
a result of Sala’s venture, couple of 
important downtown spots, Nixon 
cafe and Yacht club among them, 
have already sounded out Local 60 
heads on deals to stick in five and 
six-piece rhumba_ relief bands. 
That's old stuff in ymost key spots, 
but brand new for Pittsburgh. 

Not probable. however, that there'll 
be any additional niteries, save in 
established locations, because of dif- 
ficulty now in obtaining liquor li- 
cense. No new ones are being issued 
| by booze board and Sala had to go 
out and buy his from a neighboring 
tavern keeper at a premium. 





oa, 
Duchin’s Long Hop 
Des Moines, Sept. 2. 
Eddy Duchin’'s band this week took 


a major fiving trip for only e one 
night engagement 

Orch fiew from Los Angeles to a 
one-night engagement at the Val- | 
Air Ballroom here tonight «Tues.) 


and from here to Toronto, Canada. 

Artie Shaw recording ‘Love of My 
Life’ ‘Me and the Ghost 
stairs’ for Victor. 


and 





Elman Switches From 


Ziggy Elman, trumpeter, will 
main indefinitely with Tommy Dor- 
sey’s band, replacing Bunny Berigan 
whom Dorsey let go two weeks ago. 
Elman is reported to have accepted | 
a contract with Dorsey and officially 
joined the latter's band at the begin- 
ning of its road tour Friday (30) in| 
Boston. 

Elman is supposed to have figured | 
in the rebuilding of the Benny Gooc- | 
man band, with which outfit he was | 
at the time it temporarily disbanded | 
in California last month. Goodman! 
renews work the end of this month | 
when he will start putting a new 
band together. 

During his forced layoff by the! 
Goodman breakup Elman sat in with! 
Joe Venuti’s band at Frank Dailey’s! 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J..! 
did radio studio work, and played | 
with Dorsey on one or two one-, 
nighters before the definite hookup. | 


BIZ BAD, BANDS: 


‘ 
} 


CUT SUPPER» 


| 
i 
} 
! 


SESSIONS 


re- 








Because late supper business had | 
fallen away to practically deserted | 
both the Lincoln and Bilt- 
more hotels, New York, began clos- 
ing their dining rooms immediately 
after the 


rooms, 


dinner session last week. 





| The Lincoln, with Will Hudson's new 


band on the stand, changed its pol- 
icy in the middle of Hudson's run, 
now shuttering at 10 p.m. Biltmore 
changed its stance at the beginning 
of Ray Heatherton’s date there last 
Wednesday (28). Heatherton  re- 
placed the new Alvino Rey outfit 
that night although hi ‘official’ 
opening is tonight (Wed.). 

Poor business at the Biltmore was 





one of the reasons the Rey band left 
the job. Instead of the hotel sever- 


| ing the date, Rey himself is supposed 





Up-| 


'to have given notice, disgusted with 


the lack of somebody to play to, 


DRUMMER HURT 


Mobile, Ala., Sept. 3. 

Auggie Schellang, drummer with 
Marshall Van Pools orch, playing 
at American Legion nitery at Fair- 
hope, is in the City Hospital here 
recovering from injuries received in 
an auto crash. 

Schellang’s car overturned on & 
bay road highway after it went out 


‘of control, 


In N.Y, the Inkspots Are Rated 


As a result of a tangle with the 
Chicago loca! of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, the Four Ink- 
spots, currently on location at Chis 
Zlackhawk Cafe. have not been able 
to fulfill their regular NBC sustain- 
ing commitment Inkspots’ broad- 
casts are of the paid variety, not just 
remote pickups, and the Chi local 
decreed that in @gder to do the air- 


ings the Inkspots would have to join 


that order or pay for standbys. 
Reguisite for membership is six 
months of successive work In that | 
area, and to pay standbys would cost 
more, at scale, than the quartet re- | 
ceives for the broadcasts. 

When in New York, the group does 
the sustaining broadcasts under the 
jurisdiction of the American Federa- | 
tion of Radio Artists. They are 
classed as singers. In Chicago, be- 
cause they accompany themselves on 
\string instruments, they re classed | 


musicians, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Vocalists, But Not So in Chicago 


+ 





Harold Austin to Play 
And Op Own Ballroom 


Buffalo, Sept 


fioor dance 
half- 


£oing- 


Long-vacant econd 


space here, which had housed a 


dozen niteries, getting a 
over again. Spot is be reopened 
Sept. 18 as ‘Esquire Ballroom,’ with 
bandleader Harold Austin and a few 
others backing. 
Austin will enlarge 

man band for the spot, 
1,000 person capacity. 


is 


to 


10- 
has 


present 
which 


Name New Buff. Maestro 
Buffalo, Sept. 3 
Ernie Fiorita became conductor of 
Shea’s Buffalo orchestra Friday (30). 
He replaces D’Artega, who will form 
his own band. 
Fiorita is known on the air for his 


‘WOR and WJZ broadcasts. 


Goodman to T. Dorsey 


Jersey and Westchester (NY.) Band — 
Spots OK Summer Biz; Subnormal 
Cedar Grove Due to No Big Names 


+ 





By BERNIE WOODS 


New Jersey and ~ Westchester 
‘N.Y.) suburban and beach road- 
houses using name bands went 
through a fairly profitable summer 
|season this year in comparison to 
past seasons, One of the few to siif- 


fer a lower than normal play was 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove. N. J 
and that was not due so much 
lack of patronage as to lack 


, 


16 
of 


| bands of sufficient drawing power. 
| Meadowbrook was going great puns 


until June with Gene Krupa, then 
sloped off considerably with a stretch 


| of B-draw outfits, including Cab Cal- 


loway and Joe Venuti. 

On the beach side was a 20°. in- 
crease over last year at Jenkinson’s 
Pavilion, Point Pleasant, N. J., with 
Lang Thompson for the duretion. 
Tommy Tucker at the more or less 
exclusive West End Casino, Deal, 
N. J., clicked off an exceptionally 
200d stretch. Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt. 
N. J., a former gambling spot, reeled 
off a couple of good months under a 
new policy starting with Jack Tea- 
garden and continuing with Van 
Alexander. Asbury Park Casino had 
no name setup this year. Renault 
Tavern, Atlantic City, brought in 
bigger outfits than it normally used 
and did pretty fair right from the 
Start. 

Of the spots inland, either seasonal 
or ‘year ‘round, the Rustic Cabin, 
Englewood Cliffs, N. J., clicked off 
solid business especially on week- 
ends with Glenn Garr’s outfit. Pal- 
isades Amusement Park, a weekly 
change setup, also came in for a good 
share. Chatterbox, which picked up 
a name band policy in oppositien to 
Meadowbrook, in virtually the same 
area, did well enough to formulate 
plans for a remodeling and enlarging 


job on the e Mnoribes small 
building. It’s in Mountainside, N. J., 
along one of the more heavily 


travelled traffic arteries. Cecil Golly, 
at Donohue’s, also nearby Meadow- 
brook, has done the best business the 
spot ever encountered. 
Joe Rines’ Missout 

One outright disappointment in 
that same area was the Club Ever- 
green, operated by bandleader Joe 
Rines in Bloomfield, N. J. Wi ran a 
short time with Van Alexander's 
group, then switched to an enlarged 


house band which originally alter- 
nated with Alexander, then folded 
entirely. It’s supposed to have been 


run by a group headed by Eli Overs 
stein, head of United States Record 
Corp. and intended as a buildup spot 
for U. S. recording bands. 
Westchesier Belt 

In the Westchester (N. Y.) belt 
things rode along in nice shape. 
Glen Island Casino, important stand 


in view of its record as builder of 
bands (Larry Clinton, Glenn Miller, 
etc.) had a comfortable stretch with 
Bobby Byrne though nothing com- 
pared to what it got last season with 
the at that time ascending Miller 
bunch. Spot is to try a winter sea- 
£0n, using bands in short stretches, 
opening Oct. 2 with Gene Krupa 
Playland Casino, Rye Beach, turned 
n one of its best streches with 
Tommy Reynolds. Post Lodge. in 
Larchmont, N. Y., with the new 
Gus Bivona band under the name 
Gus Bennett, sailed smoothly. Mure 


ray’s, Tuckahoe, now Bordewick’s, 
had only a fair run with Frank Gae 
gen, an unknown quantity in the ezst, 


Blue Gardens and Log Cabin, near 
each other in Armonk, N. Y., had ®& 
battle but the latter, with Rav Her- 
beck, wound up with the best rec- 
ord. 

Of the opportunities on Long Is- 
land there were only Luna Park, 
Coney Island, which started a name 
band policy at the beginning of the 
season and wound up filing a petiiion 
in bankruptcy; and the Dancing 
Campus at the World’s Fair. N. Y. 
Latter got underway slowly, but 
with the advent of a record run by 
Gene Krupa and Harry James ran 


into a healthy stretch from there on. 

There are no year-around spots on 
Long Island. A Meadowbrook or 
Chatterbox in that territory is im- 
possible due to the fact jurisdiction 
of. N. Y. Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians takes tn the 
entire Island, which, of course, would 
make broadcasting from euch 
venture subject to 802’s $3 per man 
per broadcast. Meadowbrook, et al. 
get bands for less than they would 
normally cost because of the num- 
ber of, broadcast wires availabie. 


any 
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AGMA Wins First Round 
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erence between Leonardo Da Vinci! Temporary stays are rerely granted 
and a house painter, for 
Hitler.’ j}ance of evidence indicates the final 
Citing Petrillo’s salary of $20,000 a ‘decision would go that way. 

year as president of the AFM plus a AGMA to Press Fight 
Cano local, Jafle observed that no|, Regardless whether they are able 
other labor union official is paid that ontiin © temperats 
much ‘except Bioff—and he’s in jail, ,~ : : 
for pandering.’ Cohn introduced a oa a = Man we onrrye 
letter from the Philadelphia Orches-| 14 the nat to the Cask 6f Ap- 
tra to Albert Spalding, stating that «ag ws 
the violinist’s contracted appearance 
with that organization would be can- 
celled because of Petrillo’s ultima- | 
tum and added, ‘This and similar let- 
ters would have the effect of a death 
sentence on all members of AGMA.’ | 
He asserted that the same situation | Warfare 


to 


peals. 
a court fight is set, they will be able 
to examine Petrillo before trial. 

If the court fight against Petrillo 
is unsuccessful, it seems almost cer- 
tain that the resulting jurisdictional 
would spread to other show 


a Ce ES be see OR 


would exist in the fields of radio,| business fields, Probably it would 
films, ‘dings and the concert involve AFRA almost immediately. 
oe al . |Even if such AGMA members as 


stage. | 
‘ | Margaret Speaks, Lanny Ross and 
Pocera’s Compromise idea others who have regular radio con- 
Tibbett described his repeated ef- tracts were not involved at once, 
forts to reach a compromise with fight would probably spread when 
Petrillo, and of the AFM president's the contracts of Heifetz, Iturbi and 
flat refusal to make any concessions. forowitz to guest on the Ford hour 
Pecora first suggested that the twO come due. According to his ulti- 
unions let the AFL decide to which 
organization the instrumentalists 
should belong, but Tibbett pointed 
out that the AFM, with about 150,- 
000 members, would easily outweigh 
the AGMA's 1,800 membership in 
such a decision. 

Pecora then suggested the two 
unions get together to adjust the 
dispute between them, whereupon 


strained from carrying out, Petrillo 
would bar the AFM orchestra mem- 
bers from appearing with the in- 
strumentalists. And as such con- 
;tracts are under AFRA’s jurisdic- 
tion and the artists are AFRA mem- 
bers for those rates, AFRA would 
be obliged to go to bat for them. No 
, one can predict at this time how far 
eo gertsee diamant on or to such a development would extend. 
sitting in as an impartial member.| Petrillo’s Power Swayed . Pecora 
Freedman said he would submit this| [9 granting a temporary restrain- 
proposition to Petrillo, latter sub- | ing order against Petrillo last week, 
seqently nixed it. It was ar- 
gued by Cohn and Jaffe that grant- 
ing the temporary stay would main- 


by AGMA affidavits regarding the 
AFM president’s powers, as defined 


tain the status quo pending a hear-| in the music union’s constitution. 
ing on a temporary injunction and Portions referred to contain the fol- 
that no harm would result to the | lowing excerpts: 


defendant by such action, but that’) ‘It shall be his. duty and preroga- 
the plaintiff would be saved great, tive to exercise supervision over the 
worry and financial damage. laffairs of the Federation; to make 
Previous to the hearing, it was decisions in cases where, in his 
generally doubted that the court opinion, an emergen¢y exists; and 
would grant the stay sought by/!to give effect to such decisions he 
AGMA. Courts are notably reluct-|is authorized and empowered to 
ant to intervene in labor disputes, promulgate and issue executive or- 
particularly jurisdictional ones. And! ders, which shall be conclusive and 
just as labor unions are traditionally binding upon all members and/or 
opposed to letting their affairs get | locals; and such order may by its 


into the courts, so are courts nearly terms (a) enforce the constitution, 
always loath to issue injunctions in| by-laws, standing’ resolutions, or 
labor cases. There have been extra-| other laws, resolutions or rules of 


ordinarily few anti-union 
tions granted. 

Although it is impossible to pre- 
dict in advance the chances of Jus- 
tice Walter granting a temporary in- 
junction against Petrillo and AFM, 
legal sources familiar with the case 
believe the chances of such a deci- 
sion are greatly increased since Pe- 
cora awarded the preliminary stay. 


the Federation, or (b) may annul 
and set aside same or any portion 
thereof, except such which treat with 
finances of the organization and 
substitute thereof other and differ- 
ent provisions of his own 
the power so to do is hereby made 
absolute in the president, when, in 
his opinion, such orders are nec- 
essary to conserve and safeguard the 


injunc- | 
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From The Greatest Musical Score 


“The Wizard OF Os" s+ 
MELODY of 1940 


@ Rainbow !} 


Since 


THE MIGHTY MIR ACLE 


(Better than “Over Th 


OUR LOVE AFFAIR 


Words and Music by Arthur Freed and Roger Edens 


Mickey Rooney - Judy Garland - Paul Whiteman 


from the M-G-M Picture, “Strike Up The Band 


Bigger Than Ever ! 


LOVE LIES 


Os Meyer 
A New Ballad by Carl Sigman, Ralph Freed, Joseph Meye 


Everybody's Favorite : 


y’S BABY 


y Meets Debutante 


iM NOBOD 


Sung by Judy Garland in M-G-M's, Andy Hard 
















HARRY 






LON MO! 


LEO FEIST, Inc. 


1829 BROADWAY » NEW YORK _ 








instance unless an overwhelming preponder- | 


injunction | 
against Petrillo, AGMA leaders in- | 
permanent re- | 


Explained that in case such | 


matum, which he is temporaily re- | 


Justice Pecora was visibly influenced | 


making; | 


{interests of the Federation, 
‘locals and/or members;.. x 


‘The president shall receive a sal- 
‘ary of $20,000 per annum, payable 
addition thereto a 
| contingent expense account of igord 
ot. 


monthly, and in 


per annum for the spending 
which he shall 
'make an accounting, 


interests of the AFM or 


and when 





diction wherein 


land traveling expenses.’ 

‘He shall 
chase, from the funds of the Federa- 
use, 


' 
ltion, an automobile for his own 
the upkeep of said automobile, 
nsurance, gas, 
repairs, to- 


‘cluding garage rent, i 
oil and all necessary 


gether with other expenses as may | 


|be incurred in the way of legal 
| 


|services, and/or damages, as the re- 
| sult of accidents, to be borne by the 
| Federation: he shall be entitled to 
lthe services of a chauffeur, whose 
salary shall be determined by the 
executive board 
land paid for out of the funds of 
| the Federation; and he shall have 
‘authority to trade-in said automobile 
| whenever, in his judgment, a trade- 
lin is advisable.’ 

| ...The president of the Federa- 


iries of $10,000 for the first 
isistant and $7,000 for the second as- 
| sistant and $7,000 for an additional 
assistant, but no assistants to the 
president shall be a member of the 
executive committee.” Affidavit also 
referred to the $20,000 yearly salary 
Petrillo receives as president of the 
Chicago local. 
Taxes On Members 

Portions of the AFM constitution 
affecting assessments and fines of 
members, and rules covering travel- 
ing orchestras, al! of which might 
apply unfairly to instrumental art- 
ists having to join the Federation, 
'were also outlined in the affidavits. 
Excerpts follow: 
‘In reference 
‘enumerated in forggoing 
graphs, the following rules 
10% of every engagement must 
be paid into the treasury of the 
Federation, part thereof to be local 
land Federation tax, the remainder 
to be paid to the members playing 
ithe engagement; the 10% to be di- 
vided as hereinafter provided for in 





engagements 
para- 
apply: 


to all 


this article. Affidavit added that 
|} 200 locals of the Federation may 
llevy additional taxes, such imposts 


generally running from | to 4% 


In regarding radio engagements, 
‘Ifa guest conductor or a conductor 
| who is a contractor for a program 


lenters the jurisdiction of a local to 
play a program with local members, 
then such conductor is obliged to 
pay a Federation tax of 50% No 
| tax applies to local members 


} 


| ‘If such a conductor carries mem- | 


| bers, then they must also pay the 
1 50° Federation tax If such con- 
ductor employs local members, no 


| 


tax applies to them.” Affidavits then 
set forth that most concert artists 
| must travel for the majority of their 
| engagemens and, since they earn 
substantial amounts. would be sub- 
ject to ruinous payments under the 
AFM 
Petrillo’s Letter to Tibbett 

Letter from Petrillo to Tibbett, de- 
manding that instrumentalists re- 
sign from AGMA and join AFM, is 
believed to have been one of 
the things which swayed Justice Pe- 
cora. It may also be a factor when 
the case comes up this week before 
Justice Walter, and in possible fu- 
ture court consideration of the dis- 
_pute. Third and fourth paragraphs 
jare particularly cited by AGMA 
| spokesmen as justifying the right of 
the artists in question to remain in 


| AGMA 


regulations. 


ilso 


Dated Aug. 5, the letter reads: 
‘At this time the AFM desires to 
make a request that all instrumen- 
talists belonging to your organiza- 
tion, such as Heifetz, Elman, Hoff- 
man, Horowitz and all symphony or- 
chestra conductors, resign from your 
organization and become members 
of the AFM where they rightfully 
belong. | 

| ‘As you know, the charter of the 


! 

| AFM granted by the AFL ealls for 
j all instrumentalists to belong to the 
| AFM. 

| ‘From the incept# of the AFM, 
have not interfered with such 
| artists, and rightfully so, feeling that 
| they were in position to take care 
, Of themselves and were not in com- 
| petition with members of the AFM. 


'The request that they were making | 


; at this time has been brought about 
| by reason that these instrumental- 
ists saw fit to join a labor union, and 


so long as they desire to belong to | 


|a labor union, then they rightfully 
| belong to the AFM. This situation 
has brought on many complications 
jand misunderstandings. For in- 
i stance, AGMA has been taking in 


the! 


t be required to; *" ; ! 
vc ged yy onto the | Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated: Figures after name of hotel give 


any of its| 700m capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and 


locals demand his leaving the juric- 
he resides he shall 
receive $5 per diem and all hotel) 


have authority to pur- 


in-| 


of the Federation, | 


tion may appoint assistants at sala-| 
as-| 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


— 
| 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, {s the estimated cover 
| charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 


| hotiday price.) 


4 Covers Total 
Rand Hotel Fisyed . veok On Deis 
| Woedy Herman’...New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 3 1,750 5,400 
| Russ Morgan..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)......+. 3 1,225 3.700 
/Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1).......... essoeese 19 $2,250 £46,350 
Ray Kinney*..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........16 1,450 19,909 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. tFour days, Dorsey replaced by Ina Ray Hutton Friday (29), 


Network Plugs, 8 AM. to1 AM. 








Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
| Monday through Sunday (Aug. 26-Sept. 1). Total represents accumulated 

performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
| denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numerol 
fone the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
istings. 


j GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Practice Makes Perfect (5) ; |) i 49 
| ll Never Smile Again (12).... Sens: vaaeeee 
A eer eee cccceces SODDING ......, 36 
| Trade Winds (4)......... Se ee ee whee MEMPEND oo cecccs 31 
| That’s for Me (4)...*Rhythm on the River.......... .. Famous ...... . 
Nearness of You (12)...... ER ere eee coe POMOUS. ...... 26 
All This, and Heaven Too (11)...*ATHT....1 11217"! .Remick ....... 25 
Can’t Get Indiana Off My Mind (5)................ x, aaa 
EE EOE ES Oe ee ee aD oe MME Kicdecicce 38 
I'm Nobody's Baby (12)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb... Feist .......... 24 
When the Swallows Come Back (10)................. . Witmark ...... 24 
a ee et nen eu eBoclwenéua Chappell ...... 23 
| Orchids for Remembrance (9). ......0. 0.0.00... cee uee i 21 
| Six Lessons from Madame La Zonga (12)........... see 21 
ee oS ee ae pn ey ee .. American ..... 20 
TN Ne ee ok ga . _ gia 20 
Rie Sb’ » eee en - Shapiro ....... 20 
| Mister Meadowlark (10). ... 00.0... ccc ccc ccccceccccsccs Mercer 18 
| One Look at You (3)...*A Night at Earl Carroll’s..... Paramount 17 
NE MOM ar Se kn Ado sve Oia he w wie I 7 
| Call of the Canyon (5)........... vere |. 16 
I Can’t Resist You (15).... ibe catihehd reribid: cms bee ced SS 1G 
Rhumboogie (1)...*Argentine Nights................. ES eee Pe 6 
Moon Won't Talk (4)................ el ee Lh 
Same Old Story (5).... Sy A pie ny eee ee Eh) 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (9)............ BMI : LS 
Ferryboat Serenade (1l¢ bo Skbn a E. 6% os 14 
It’s a Lovely Day Tomorrow (7) *La. Purchase.... Berlin .... 13 
Never Took a Lesson in My Life (4) eee le 13 
Now I Lay Me Down to Dream (1) fire Remick 12 
You Can’t Brush Me Off (14)...+La. Purchase........ Berlin 12 
Get the Moon Out of Your Eyes (6)......... ccc ccuee Paramount Lt 
Um Stepping Out with a Memory Tonight (12)........ Robbins ... it 
soment (73)... ...... road cece eo OUCNe®IMM. .. Lk 
| Down by the O-hi-o (10). : oe oovoe ROPster LO 
; Only Forever (1)...*Rhythm on the River. sOLY sos LQ 
mm Frome Again (1)... «os. .ccccs. ito wines Cea cane Olman ,...... LO 
| Bnows, An an Ameéticnan (3). ........ccscecccccccceea Mercer . LO 


accompanists (pianists) who play for 
Opera singers, symphony conductors, 
etc. AFRA has taken in entire 
| chestras which of course in 
lation of its charter. 


cast his ballot for several years be- 
cause he'd been out of America, the 
actor says, ‘Oh, he'll still be running 
for office.’ 


ore 
is vio- 
_ In another, a drunk staggering to 
the microphone while an announcer 
is spieling explains his condition by 
saying he hasn't been around much 
for eight years. The retort is, ‘Ah, 
a Republican.’ 

Still another film, in attempting to 
explain what a Zombie native 


‘This office is notifying all radio 
interests, picture studios, symphony 
orchestra managements, grand opera 
companies, recording companies, 
booking agencies, etc., that these 
people will not be recognized by the 
| AFM and members of the AFM will 
not be permitted 


iS, 


render 


) any ser- | finally arrives at the definition: ‘Oh, 
vices at any functions in which they | you mean a Democrat.’ 
| participate unless they become mem- There have been several other 


| bers of the AFM on or before Labor pictures viewed in projection rooms 


ae: recently with anti-Republican o1 
[ hope that the relationship be- Democratic barbs in them. One 
tween your organization and the! takes an indirect slap at continual 


AFM will always continue to be on 
a pleasant basis.’ 

Some question has been expressed 
in union circles of how Petrillo came 
to write such a letter. It has been 
suggested that either he wrote ‘and 
sent it without taking time to con- 
sider or consult attorneys, or that 
it was actually written, at Petrillo’s 
request, by one of the subordinate 
AFM officials. Pointed out that 
whoever wrote the letter misspelled 
the name of Josef Hofmann. 


spending for roads as means of na- 
tional defense. 
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SOUND SYSTEMS 





K. O. Gags 


Continued from page 1 





November. Several of recent pic- 
tures seen in the projection rooms nel 
“HI is ees See Critical ears of 1940 won’t strain 
will not go to many accounts until to hear — won't listen to a 
late November or December, after jumble. Now, as never before, 
the election result is known. Even —* need a GOOD Sound System. 
; So pick that favorite of top- 
| with others, bulk of subsequent runs | flight bands, artists, variety 


shows—let Lafayette present you 
at your best! 

Pioneer in Sound, Lafayette has 
fixed or portable systems for 
YOUR specific needs. Highest 
tone fidelity, LOWEST PRICES 
are only two of many outstand- 
ing Lafayette features. Get the 
facts—and your FREE copy of 
the great, new Lafayette catalog. 
Write us TODAY! Dept. 67JA. 


LAFAYETTE RADIO CORP. 
100 SIXTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


CHICAGO + ATLANTA » BOSTON 
NEWARK + BRONX, N. Y. * JAMAICA, L. 


won’t get under way on them until 
after November. 


Additionally, there is the feeling 
among executives in New York that 
such politico gags have no part in 
a screen production during a na- 
tional election year. Some even go 
| so far as to charge that they incor- 
porate sly propaganda for one po- 
| litical party or the other as much as 
more obvious propaganda films. 

One picture recently previewed 
| had a character saying he was going 
|to U.S. and vote for F.D.R. When 
i'told that he would not be able to 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Two more versions of the old hillbilly lament, ‘Seven Years With the 
Wrong Woman,’ has bobbed up in the trade. The latest takeoffs are ‘Seven 
Beers With the Wrong Woman’ and ‘Seven Beers With the Wrong Man? 
with phonograph versions of the former lyrics reported to be garnering 
heavy attention from coin-machine addicts. Original lyric, published nine 
years ago by Mills Music, Inc., was ‘Seven Years With the Wrong Woman’. 
Later the same firm put out a variation tagged, ‘Seven Years With the 
Wrong Man’. 





Recently Mills discovered that Okeh had made a record with Karl] and. 
Harty, hillbilly team, under the title of ‘Seven Beers With the Wrong | 


Woman’. It investigated and learned that Bob (Hillbilly) Miller had au- 
thored this particular set of lyrics and, since there was no question as to 
Mills’ status on the copyright implications, the latter firm proceeded to 
add to this hillbilly lament’s trilogy by getting out on the market the 
‘Seven Beers With the Wrong Man’ edition. Okeh has lined up Bob Atcher 


sod Bonny Blueeyes, hillbilly team, to record the latter number, while , 


Decca is likewise putting it out with Long Texas Dan. 

What has been suspected is now gaining credence, that sundry ASCAP 
songsmiths have been authoring pop tunes for BMI under nom-de-plumes. 
li recalls that BMI made frank cffers to ASCAP writers and the Society 


is supposed to have tacitly told any and all that if they wanted to ‘knock | 


off some easy money’ it was all right to write songs under phoney names. 

The manner in which a couple of BMI tunes have been asserting them- 
selves belies one premise that ‘you can’t find songwriters under rockpiles’ 
—but then again these tunesmiths may be better than the casual variety. 

Frofessional men with ASCAP publishing firms are pointing out to one 
another that NBC and Columbia have apparently junked the staggering 
rule as far as Broadcast Music, Inc., tunes are concerned. 
ithe repeat of a current song release on night time schedules from any- 
where from two to three hours so as to avoid an unfavorable listener 
reaction, 

Faull-Pioneer is capitalizing on the Wendell Willkie campaign by put- 
jing out a special edition of ‘On the Banks of the Wabash,’ with the 
Republican candidate’s picture on the title page. Same firm is also mak- 
ing an intensive plug of ‘And Tommy Goes, Too, a comedy rhythm song 
which, James Kendis and Charles A. Bayha wrote and had published 
originaliy in 1912. 


Night Club Reviews 


RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Ben Cutler and orchestra (13), 
featuring Virginia Hays, Monna 
Moutes and Jose Fernandez, Elvira 














worthy aspect of the place to Amer- 
ican eyes is the beautiful parquet 
hardwood dance floor, the likes of 





nitery. 
The audience, predominantly com- 


Rios, Whitson Bros. (4), Dr. Sydney prising the Mexican equivalent of 
Ross; $1 and $2 cover. cafe society, with a sprinkling of 
-—_--— Yankee tourists, responded at show 


Good variety in the new Rainbow 
Room revue that ranges from zany 
acrobatics by the four Whitsons to 
classic Spanish terpsichore by Monna 


caught to Aquilino, tailored in the 
manner of a caballero and playing 
bullfight music on a saxophone. An 
artist both his 


on instrument, in 

Montes and Jose Fernandez. In be- showmanship, heel-clicks and gen- | 
tween is Elvira Rios, somnolent eral style of his turn, Aquilino was 
Mexican songstress with pash ballads far better for this audience than 
Jike ‘Perfidia‘ and the like in the the American dance team, Regine | 
congarhumba rhythm. and Shanley. Latter did okay but 
Save for the Whitsons, who are a the highbrow motif of the choreo- 
bi. of a departure for the staid R.R., graphy was not wholly suitable. It 
it’s old home week. Ben Cutler's, was the wrong hemisphere perhaps. | 
band marks its third date here. It’s symbolic he-she stuff, with the 


He, like Eddie LeBaron, Ruby New- 
man and Ray Heatherton, are Rain- 
bow Room regulars with competent 
dansapation, Monna Montes and 
Fernandez were here only a few 
months ago. She’s prima ballerina 


sion swaying and mooning with 
eyes closed as the black-encased 
male provides the positive electrical 
sputter to match the negative. 

In the native idiom is the Mixteco 


of the Metopera and Fernandez, Trio, who perform in tribal attire 
now with the American Ballet| and with masks. Manuelita Ar- 
School, is a foremost choreographer. riola was in easy command on sev- 
Their terps are certainly distin- eral songs and came back for a com- 


guished and standout, and, while a 
question for c fe work in general, 
aa re idea] for a chi-chi room like 
this. 

The Rainbow has been trying to 
unstiffen itself and is suc- 


edy touch as an Indian woman full 
of pulque, the fermented juice of 
the cactus. 

The floor show climaxes with a 
conga by the chorus, followed by a 


anyway lesson te the audience in the same 

ceeding well, as witness the Pitch- | dance This lesson develops into 
men, zany trio, some weeks back. | a somewhat riotous serpentine inter- 
Miss Rios likewise registers. The | mingling of performers, Mexican 
knockabout Whitsons, on the business men, matadors, senorites, 


other hand, are a shade more to the 
Leon & Eddie’s side than in the 
Rockefeller nitery. Their acro stuff, 
however, is fast and furious and 
held to a zippy pace. 
Cutler’s terp tunestering is stand- 

ard, with addition of Virginia Hays, | 
who, given a supplementary piano- 

Jog spotlight, is more than a casual 

warbler with a dance band. She 

comes from Chi’s Pump Room, and 

originally from the Coast. Miss 

Hays makes for a nice interlude and 

a fitting entr’acte to the snappy 30- 

minute floor show. Abel. 


American schoolteachers—and prob- 
ably some fifth columnists. Land. 


Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 
Happy Felton, Crawford and Cas- 
key, Hughie Green, Susan Miller, 
Darlene Garner, Clyde Lucas Orch 
(14): cover, $1.50 Saturdays; $1 other 


nights. 


That this class nitery is reaching 
for a winning formula is at once evi- 





EL PATIO dent to those who regularly patron- 
ize the spot. John Barton Brown, 

(MEXICO CITY) who looks after the destinies of this 

—— ++ - palmed grotto, must be convincea by 

Mexico City, Aug. 27. now that a name band alone wont 

Regine and Shanley. Manuelita Pull them in. Some time ago the 
Arriola, Genaros Salinas, Aquilino, Gance floor was glazed and an ice 
Mixteco Trio, Paco Millet. Elba troupe brought in, but it was no 80. 
Valladares, Julio Richards: no cover. Now it’s a 40-minute revue with a 
——— . line of eight girls, produced by 


Danny Dare. who can take the bows 
for the success of ‘Meet the People,’ 
now doing smash biz in ’Frisco afte 
one of the longest stage runs in Hol- 
ly wood. 

Tab extravaganza has Happy Fel- 
ton out front, away from his band 
and punching away at broad com- 
edy which at times becomes a bit too 


; This is the largest cafe in Mexico 
City, with a capacity of 350 or bet- 
ler. It is also commonly recognized 
as the one spot which most reliably 
produces a first-rate floor show. The 
entire establishment is operaicd on 
high class standards, free of gyP. 
over-crowding or jarring notes. Its 
popularity makes a reservation im- 


perative until after the midnight per- rough for th's clientele. Such song 
formance. (There is another show routines as ‘Would You for a Big 
around 2:30 and the place stays Red Apple’ and ‘Cupid Is a Stinker 
open until four or so, very late even had the monkeys up in the 
in a town not much given to stay- palms blinking a little faster. The 
ing up late). “regulars must have wondered what's 

The title of the place describes come over the old playgrounds. It 
the decor. The diners are in a larce Was never like this in the lush days 
open air (seemingly, not actually) when you had to be a Mr. Somebody 


to rate a ringside table at the Grove. 
Dare has whipped up a fast-mov- 


courtyard of a Spanish hacienda. 


One veranda serves for overflow | 


tables. In a fountain effect lies the ing show. with the talent booked in 
orchestra shell. One practical stair- by Music Corp. of America to sup- 
Case serves as a run-on for the plement the nucleus which recently 


chorus of 16, 


Not the least note- performed at the Rancho San Pablo 


This rule barred | 


which scarcely exist in a Manhattan | 


pale female spirit of agonized pas- | 


up north in the bay district, Revealed 
for the first time hereabouts is the 





ballroom dance team of Crawford 
| and Caskey, a class turn of fancy 
| footwork and nimble precision. 


Many of their routines are new to | 
| these parts, deftly executed without. 
e sweeping flourishes of such terp- | 


| th 


jers. They ankle right down to busi- 





eat 





Band Bookings 





On the Upb 





Erwin Glucksman orch has moved 
into Dellwood Lodge outside Bufe 
falo, while Tommy Flynn b&nd does 








j;ness and get over the floor a dozen} 


,times in the usual time it takes 
_many another pair to warm _ up. 
| Novel twist is that of Crawford don- 
‘ning a mask of Fred Astaire to sten- 
cil that worthy’s gyrations over the 
wax. 

Felton leads off with a politico 
theme, ‘I Think I'll Vote for Me,’ 
tossing out cigars and soapboxing for 
all parties. His jovial manner and 
preponderance of avoirdupois lend 
weight to his not-so-good material, 
which isn’t helped much by the off- 
color passages. Susan Miller, a 
comely blonde swingster, lands sol- 
idly in two spots and shapes up as 
a good bet for some first rate band. 
| Darlene Garner cartwheels all over 
_the place strictly as a filler to keep 
ithe tempo moving. 
goes into a long string of impersona- 
tions and then combines them all for 
a rapid-fire dramatic bit, using hats 
to set off the characters. Some day 
some impersonator is not going to 
impersonate Lionel Barrymore or 
Charles Laughton. Green is out of 
Dare’s ‘Meet the Peopie’ and gener- 
allv a nersonable nerformer. 

The ‘Cuoid’ number would be bet- 

ter off without the ‘stinker’ line and 
the dialog between Felton and the 
girls cleaned up. Gag is to spot the 
femmes at ringside tables, supposed- 
lv asking the sitters’ cuestions. which 
he, as Mr. Parefax, answers. They're 
not funny, either. Incidentally, Fel- 
ton is an ex-maestro, working here 
alone. 
Best of the production numbers, 
nale. Eight gals are decked out in 
gay costume and go into a dueling 
bit while tapping to the music.. It’s 
a nice splash of color to bring on 
the entire troupe for a last bow. 

Clyde Lucas tones down his crew 
|for the dance, giving out with only 
|;one novelty. brother Lynn’s Chinese 
bit. Last time they were here the 
stand wasn’t bie enough to accomo- 
date their hijinks and they over- 
flowed to the floor. It’s a smooth 
crew for dancing and fiexible for the 
divesting asides. Helm. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 





Chicago, Aug. 31. 





Gloria Day. Bobby May. 
Cole Dancers 
Danny Kaye, Fred 


Emile Colman Orch (16), Don Or- 
| lando Orch. (7). 





One of the best shows that Joey 
| Jacobson and Mike Fritzel have ever 
cooked up and one which will build 
at least two new nitery names for 
Chicago. One of these is Danny 
Kaye, relatively unknown in Chicago 
when he opened here. Has been on 
'the radio off and on and made an 
appearance in the Balaban & Katz 
Chicago a couple of weeks ago, but 
he has never been as_ forcibly 
brought to the front as at his present 
Chez Paree engagement, 

Kaye’s act is particularly im- 
pressive because he’s a newcomer on 
a floor which has been considered 
reserved for the ‘sacred’ names of 
show business of the past 25 years. 
But he scored despite this on genuine 
talent and new, fresh material. 

Kaye has no jokes or gags. He is 
a personality comedian with a fresh 
twist of extremely clever satire and 
burlesque, has a smart burlesque on 
present-day fads and foibles, whether 


it be a song such as ‘Dinah Lee,’ the | 


conga or the Russian ballet. It’s 


smart stuff throughout in the w riting | 
and made more impressive by Kaye’s | 


distinctive style in selling it. 

With a fine appearance as a basic 
asset, Kitty Carlisle went on from 
there to make friends with this audi- 
ence on her pop and semi-classical 
tunes. Gives each song bounce and 
lightness even beyond the 
qualities of her tonsils. 

Jack Cole and the two 
liked by the customers. The stylized 
Polynesian dancing and on 


that basis Cole’s turn can make good 


femmes are 


scores 


topnotch nitery. Bobby May 

works almost too hard with his acro- 
atic juggling. He was dripping wet 
when he finished his work with clubs 
and balls when caught and the audi- 
ence appreciated his ability and 
dexterity But. nevertheless, in a 
nite spot May should tone down 
somewhat on the too-energetic acro- 
batics and sneak in a few more 
tricks that depend primarily on 
novelty. His encore cigaret juggling 


stunt is a good point in the novelty 
category. Opening the act lineup is 
Gloria Day, tap dancer with eye- 
filling grace and a heap of dancing 
talent. 

Emile Coleman orchestra on the 
first night made an instantaneous 
click. Orchestra has plenty of every- 
thing. Interesting music at all times 
and in all tempos, from the rhumba 
to foxtrot. Orchestra does a 
capable job of handling the long and 
difficult show. Don Orlando layout 
the alternate instrument group 
and turns in a fine dance session. 

Again, as always, the production is 
really topnotch, with splendid dance 
ballet work by the Fred Evans line 
of girls and nifty costuming by 
‘Frances Pallester. Gold 


-) 
aiso 


< 


Hughie Green | 
| Bellefonte, Pa.; Oct. 5, Convention | 


the Musketeers. is saved for the fi- | 


basic | 


| Providence, 
| Charley Spivak, Sept. 7, 
| Va.; 21, Trianon B., Cleveland. 
Jimmy Dorsey, Sept. 
party, Wilmington C. C., Wilming- 
ton, Del.; 
| England: 19, week, Flatbush theatre, 
| Brooklyn, N. Y.; 26, Windsor theatre, 
N. Y.; Oct. 4, Palace theatre, Cleve- 
land; 11, Chicago theatre, Chicago; 
| 25, Earle theatre, Washington; Nov. 
'1, Hipp theatre; Balto.; 8-12, State 
| theatre, Hartford. ‘ 
Glenn Miller, Oct. 4, Hecla Park, 


| Hall, Philadelphia. 

Tommy Tucker, Sept. 23, Oriental 
theatre, Chicago. 

Harry Owens, Sept. 7, Royal Ha- 
waiian hotel, Honolulu. 

Lang Thompson, Sept. 17, Village 
Barn, N. Y. 

Orrin Tucker, Sept. 9, week, Para- 
mount theatre, Los Angeles. 
| Louis Prima, Sept. 27, week, Apollo 
| theatre, N. Y. 

Bob Chester, Sept. 17, Arondo B., 

| Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; 20, Geo. F. Pa- 
|vilion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 21, 





| Springfield, Mass.; 22, private party, | 


i Passaic, N. J. 
| Erskine Hawkins, Sept. 15, Savoy 
B., Chicago; 20, Trianon B., Toledo; 
23, Greystone B., Detroit. 
Woody Herman, Nov. 8, Oriental 
theatre, Chicago. 
Hal Kemp, Sept. 
Grove, Los Angeles. 


SHRIBMAN FOLDS N. Y. 
BRANCH, BUNDY TO CRA 


Since the shift of Bob Bundy over 
| to Consolidated Radio Artists’ one- 
|night dept. the Charles Shribman 
| office in New York has been closed. 
| Bundy had been N. Y. rep for the 


22, Cocoanut 





| 








Jack | Shribmans. He replaced Billy Shaw | 
(3), Kitty Carlisle,;at CRA. Shaw shifted over to Music | Columbia Records. 
Evans Ballet,| Corp. of America’s one-night setup | 


| under Harry Moss, its boss. 
Shribman’s main office is in Bos- 

| ton. All bookings for its New Eng- 

land jobs will be done from there, 


Ted Lewis to Tee Off 
Lincoln Spot’s Season 





Lincoln, Sept. 3. 
Turnpike Casino opens for the 
| winter season Sunday (8), when Ted 
Lewis brings his outfit in. Following 
'closely will be Herbie Kay and 
| Tommy Dorsey. 





of names on Fridays, and moderates 
|on Saturdays and Sundays. Occa- 
sionally, if names are unavailable 
otherwise, they'll] be taken on other 
nights of the week. Spot is managed 
by R. H. Pauley. 


Music Notes 





| Hal Borne cleffed ‘I Ain’t Hep to 
That Step, But I'll Dig It’ for the 





Fred Astaire-Paulette Goddard co- 
starrer, ‘Second Chorus.’ 
Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van; 


Heusen turned in three songs for the} 


Paramount picture, ‘Love Thy Neigh- 


bor.’ Ditties are ‘Dearest, Darest I?,’ 
‘Do You Know Why?’ and ‘Isn’t That 
Just Like Love?’ 


Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
writing the songs for ‘They Met in 
Rio’ at 20th-Fox. 

Harry Rosenthal doing a sym- 


nnonie arrangement of Notre Dame’s 
‘Victory’ song for the premiere of 
Warners ‘Knute Rockne—All Ameri- 
can’ at South Bend, Ind. 





| Jimmy McHugh and Johnny Mer- 
cer cleffing ditties for 
One’ at Paramount. 


' 





Kassel Reopens Des M. 


Des Moines, Ia., Sept. 3. 


Tom Archer will reopen his down- |} 


town Tromar ballroom here with! 
Art Kassel’s band Sept. 12. 
While Archer has been operat- 


ing through the summer at the open- 
air Val-Air, outside the city limits, 
the Tromar has been 
and the bandstand remodeled. 


| Ben Bernie, Sept. 6, Palace theatre, 
Cleveland; 13, weex, Colonial thea- 
| tre, Dayton; 27, Metropolitan theatre, 


two 
| weeks, Casa Loma, Charleston, W. 


14, private 


15-17, one-nighters, New 


Spot will resume its regular policy | 


‘You're the | 


redecorated | 


short road jaunt. 





Lola Cordeva and her Argentine 
band have been booked to open 
Pittsburgh’s newest nitery, Joe Sala’s 
El Chico, this weekend. 





Lawrence Welk went direct from 
Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, where 
he closed Monday (2), to Trianon, 
Chicago, for two-month stay. 








Jimmie Luneeford granted flying 
| license. Leader learned piloting in 
| snatches on recent cross-country 
, jaunt, Joins Larry Clinton, Bobby 
| Byrne, Buddy Rogers as cloud hop- 
ping one-night players. 





| Bill Von Zehle quit Consolidated 
| Radio Artists and shifted to station 
| WINS. He handled acts and bands. 


| 





Ray Noble held over until Decem- 
ber at Palmer House, Chicago. 





Spud Murphy band back in re- 
hearsal for NBC sustainers. He'll 
probably do dance work on side, too, 
' as the new outfit is composed of non- 
radio studio men, 





Ralph Young with 


Tommy Reynolds. 


vocalling 





| 

| Ella Fitzgerald band did some fast 
| scene-shifting Sunday (1). Played 
,an afternoon date at Cars Beach, 
Annapolis, Md., and an evening stand 
at the Chestnut Aud., Harrisburg, 
Pa., 100 miles away. 





Raymond Scott band set for 
stretch at Chase Hotel, St. Louis, 
‘beginning Sept. 20. Probably will 
' return to Chicago for a date at the 
| Blackhawk Cafe following, a spot 
| that’s opposition to the band’s cur- 
rent location date at the Sherman 
Hotel, Chicago. Band has done four 
weeks of strong business at the 


latter. 
| 





Ella Logan resuming recording for 





| Clark Yokum replaced Billy Wil- 


son in Pied Piper’s quartet with 
Tommy Dorsey. Wilson enters an- 
| other field. 





Frances Sargent, ex-secretary of 
the ailing Sonny Werblin of Music 
| Corp. of America, became Tommy 
| Dorsey’s sec last week. 








Horace Heidt doing a series of one- 
'nighters in Southern California 
while waiting to start his picture, 
| ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ for James Roosevelt. 





Newt Perry, leader of college band 
that went pro, to lay off the month 
of September while he gets hospital 
checkup in Chicago. Band lays off, 
too. 


| Denlin’s Pennsylvanians continue 





throughout the fall in the terrace 
ballroom of Pocono Manor Inn, 
Pocono Manor, Pa. 

| Channing Barron’s orch set for § 


| weekends during fall at Rocco’s Villa 
Sunset, Blairstown, N. J. 





Saxie Dowell’s orch is now play- 
ing at the Edgewood, East Breen- 
| bush, N. Y. 

Jimmy Martone’s orch playing at 
Yankee Lake, near Youngstown, O., 
for an indefinite engagement. 





Gene Kunk and his band opened at 
the Hotel Willard, Toledo, Monday 
(2), coming from the Hotel Orlando, 
Decatur, Ill. 


Harl Smith is bringing his orches- 


tra to the El Dorado Room of the 
Commodore Perry hotel, Toledo, 
opening Sept. 19, coming directly 


from Sun Valley. He will play the 
Commodore and the Ted DeWitt 
chain of hotels before returning to 
the resort late in December. 





Woody Herman, Ellington 
| Set For Chi Vande Dates 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Oriental here has set two more 
bands for October dates. Duke El- 
lington orchestra comes in for week 
of Oct. 4. 
Following week brings 
Woody Herman band. 
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NEW YORCHIDS 


from 
Walter 
Winchell — 





“ROMO VINCENT 


is the town’s newest comedy 
EE ao ut 
—DANTON 


WALKER 


“ROMO VINCENT 


reveals slick talent, a welcome 
newcomer!” 
—LOUIS SOBOL 


“ROMO VINCENT 


is a rare comedian!” 
—ROBERT DANA 


“ROMO VINCENT 


is refreshingly  different— 
listeners clamor for more!” 
—MALCOLM JOHNSON 


“ROMO VINCENT 


is a card, a first class com- 


” 


edian! 
—RICHARD MANSON 


“ROMO VINCENT 


is the night club comedy find 
of the year!” 
—DOROTHY KILGALLEN 


“ROMO VINCENT 


is Broadway's Newest Favor- 
00 


ite! 
—LEONARD LYONS 


“ROMO VINCENT 
is Broadway's most successful 
new recruit!” 

—TED FRIEND 


“ROMO VINCENT 
is the town’s newest comedy 
sensation!” 


—GENE KNIGHT 


“ROMO VINCENT 
‘hottest’ performer to hit 
Broadway in many seasons!” 

—ED SULLIVAN 


P. S.—This is an ad for 
Romo Vincent, who thanks 
all the critics and the col- 


umnists, as well as Mario 
and Hy Gardner. Thanks 


also to Joel Rose. 
F 
Now Going on His 16th 
Week at the Hurricane 
. 


Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


. Paul Small 


% 





| 


ithe shores 


“Judge Matt Kelly, 
An Ex-Agent, Now. 


Quite a Politician 


Around the vaudeville offices in 
New York it used to be Matt Kelly, 


| the agent; up in New York's Putnam 


county, where $49.50 buys a lot on 
of man-made Lake Car- 


mel, it's now ‘Judge’ Kelly. That's 


| putting in cold type how a Broad- 
| wayite parlayed a summer home into 


a political job as Justice of the Peace 


|and forsook selling acts for selling 
| marriage certificates. 


On the side, Kelly is also dabbling 
in real estate, but marriages are his 
fastest-moving item, especially these | 


| 


| 
t 


| 


———— 





~~ Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


———_ 


Unit Review 





Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 3. 
Harry Martin, formerly of the) A. B, MARCUS SHOW 


team of Stuart and Martin, and of é - a 
, ' : : “-LLAS) ARTES, 

Ear! Carroll's Vanities’, is new at (PALAC ge Ry 

the lodge, getting the 0.0. ae 





Margie Eagen, sec to ony J Mexico City, Aug. 26. 
} ( t overs - ? 
Pe, ny . oe Ree mi Leon Miller, Harold Boyd, Roland 
ezoning period | Rumas, George Charland, Joseph 
Paul Sarkin, formerly with the, Flagg, Jimmy Arnold, Sparky Kaye,' 


Brooklyn, is in for, Bob White, Lee Royce, Norman 


Empire theatre, 
| Stuart, Jack Holt, Charles Carman, 


a checkup. 


rr — 5 iiss iniehtabll _| Rudy Masson, Mickey Greeholler, 
Eddie Dowd, w ho writes songs be | Ricki Roberts. Flagg and Arnold, 
tween rest periods, has passed an-| Jimmy McGowan, Robert Taynton, 
other natal day. | Howard A. Quinn, Williams Hay, 


Paul Welch. with the Auditorium! Princess Hin Low, Sharon DeVries, 
theatre. Chicago, making the grade} Don Galwan, Roberta Jonay, Ruth 


in six months. Leaves to resume! <ohgeag Janada, Mozelle Winston; 
his former duties. | es ee 

Charlie Howard, ex-vaude and pix | During the turbulent late '30s 
player, handed his o.k. papers andj under conditions of international | 


is California bound to resume work. | confusion, exchange restrictions and | 


|in dainty trappings. What gives the 
|show its boxoffice potency is tha; 
Marcus and his producer, Leon Mi|- 
ler (who also performs), contrive {y 
mount the production impressively 
pace it in the Yankee tradition 5¢ 
zip, and by the judicious arrange- 
ments and rearrangement of tha 
chorus, the specialists and the comics 
(and the admission scale), they ring 
the bell and stay a long time. The 
show is marked throughout by ex. 
perience and professionalism 
American show-goers wiil quick!y 
recognize the genesis of the three or 
four ‘sketch comico.’ The effort of 
the comic (Sparky Kaye) to sleep 
when constantly interrupted in ‘L, 
Casa De Locos’ (‘Crazy House’) by a 
series of nuts (Rudy Masson, Charley 
Carman, Howard Smith, Ja Cha San 
Leon Miller, Norman Stuart, [ee 
Royce) is from way back. The punch 
line is the seltzer-saturated victim 





'eonscription days. 
'erack at spieling the vows a couple 


Mr. and Mrs. A. D. D'Agostino, | 
iBayonne, N. J., weekended with 
ago and naturally was their son, Jack, formerly with the | 


of weeks | 
slightly salve Sh So he held a dress | Rosenbaltt & Welt theatre corp. Boy | 
tt : lis doing nicely. 


rehearsal the night before, with side- | , 
line direction rain attorney I. Rob-| Phil Noyer, who made the grade 
ert Broder, who was up from the within three months at the lodge, Is | 
big city for a weekend. | back in Los Angeles writing for) 
. pix. 

yn the formalities of taking a free | vue eo pnd a took 
Y ugeli j j i . > = : 
ee ae ee ge Agreed Cold spell has knocked the bot- 
still nervous the following day and tom out of nitery biz. Alex's Grove 
one of the witnesses mistook him|?%4 Harvey's have folded; two oth- 
for the groom. wr expected to shutter. 

Edward McDonald, who made the 


t » fell - . 


He got his first 











N. Y., because he’s digging deper ion ak work, reports that he’s 
and deeper into politics and apply-| ° Nice be canis ty tt Geek et 


“ : . 
dled — gente Ri Rig | everyone of the local orchestras and 
Justice of Peace appointee of four ed FETE always says Kg Pager 
five in Kent, but managed to get him- asked if they will entertain this all- 
self billed on top on all letterheads. ing gang. 
He's also press agent for the Putnam | Write to 
County Country Club at Lake Ma- | 
hopac, the only Democratic c.c. in| 
the Republican-infested territory. 
Kelly first bought a lot, which 
soon sprouted a summer bungalow, 
at Lake Carmel (N. Y.) around nine 
years ago. The vaudeville business 
was then only half-rotten, so Kelly 
just spent summers there. As vaude 
sunk, so much more did Kelly take 
the lake and the politics of Kent 
seriously. Soon he added a furnace 
to the bungalow, which converted it 
into a winter residence as well, and 
began a career as a true-blue Demo- 
crat. When the latter began to bear 
fruit, he stopped coming to see the 
vaude bookers and now rarely ever 
comes down to N. Y. City for any 
reason, ; 
However, they say he isn’t forget- 
ting the little tricks of the trade and Ann ae pi? 
is always adding something new to ‘The Kiss in a Taxi,’ new Broad- 
attract constituents. One of his ideas| W2Y Play produced by A. H. Woods, 
yet to bear fruit is to perform mar-| 8°t spotty notices. Among the cast 
riages in blackface, both for the hu-| Were Claudette Colbert, Arthur | 
mor and to give him that necessary | Byron and Janet Beecher, 
deadpan expression when he’s mak- | aa 
ing a sucker of somebody else. 


these whe are ill. 








| ©15 YEARS AGO® | 


(From VaRIETY) 








Southern California feared Florida 
|competish as a resort center. As a] 
| result the All Year Ciub of Southern | 
| California was raising $1,000,000 to | 
| boost California 

Broadway theatrical haulers went 

out on strike, presumably at a time 
when they thought managers would 
| be most embarrassed, with the start 
of the new season. However, the 
|! managers were getting around that 
by using stage crews for the haul- 


ing. 





| The 
|} undertaking an 


Department of Justice was} 


investigation of the | 
| 


r e ~ ~ . | 
Anthony Larosa, manager of the| had entered pictures, and Lilyan| 
Chez Paree on the Boardwalk at the| Tashman, ex-‘Follies’ girl, were mar- 





Taggart, who 
the bounds. 
(not to be 


said she overstepped 
Counsel for the dancer 
confused with singer 
Nina) argued she was not to! 
blame, since Larosa insisted she put 


New Act 








Gypsy 


DICK TODD 


yn her act, despite police warning. | Songs 
Captain Ralph Gold testified Larosa! 12 Mins.; One 
lefied his warning | State-Lake, Chicago 


: : , Dick Todd has been on commer- 

A cial radio for a couple of years now 
Cinda Glenn Delays and has been making many platters | 
7 , | which have been getting good juke- 

B’way Date for Rio box play around the midwest at 

|least. He is a crooner with a radio- 

Unable to set back a South Ameri- | type voice which sounds a good deal! 
can booking, already once delayed, | like Crosby’s, and if he handles him- | 


| 


still with it), 


| Will Hays organization, at wee a | are entirely substituted. This all- 
Cafe Op Held at Fault | ported though unconfirmed. Exhib| new-each-bill policy is the sole 
| squawks on ‘discrimination’ brought] foundation on which long engage- **Premier Dance Stylists” 
F r ‘| d ? Sh it about. ments in foreign countries are pos- 
0 nl ecen OW ——— | sible, Marcus has found in his many ALSO 
te Metro-Eric Von Stroheim produc- | Years of experience MAYRIS CHANEY’S 
Atlantie City, Sept. 3 tion of ‘The Merry Widow’ was} After nine weeks o the _— 
Police Magistrate Albert N. Sha-| socko, the screen treatment of the | Metropolis some of the cast mem- | fq, cr 
hadi ruled, in effect, last Thursday| Franz Lehar operetta showing Mae ee ee — oom CONGA DANCERS 
(29) that the manager of a nitery| Murray at her best. Also in the cast bering 2 tae ceaniek The show Just Completed Ten Weeks 
r Ep teers for any indecency in| were John Gilbert, Roy D'Arcy, | jg performed in two mediums CAL NEVA LODGE 
foor shows alter proper warning by| Tully Marshall and George Fawcett.|}one, and most important, sight; 
authorities, and that the performer ~ |two, and minor, English. The LAKE TAHOE, NEV. 
is Just a hired hand. He sentenced Edmund Lowe, former legiter who | specialties are strongly visual. Like NOW 


foot of N. Y. avenue, to pay a fine) ri , ; tka 
re san auc, a) ried. Jeanne Eagles, the legit star, | : : 
7 : . ° . 4ARATO, y , tk > ex - ° « e try ul > s Vv ~ 
of $50 or spend 30 days in the cooler.! was wed to Ted Coy, the former | tas a. a. — ‘kab “y L : otek ot the 
Gypsy Nina, a striptease dancer , ° Pied ; INs. e knocKabout Slapstick ¢ 0 = aes 
1! ™ i a, strig se ancer,! Yale football star. | Jig-Saws with Harold Boyd is in the 
Oy, 22 “ras i « | y y ve 
aa See erremed in the place a | tradition of the American variety The New York Citv Home 
week previously by order of Mayor, parlors. Their eye-poking, nose- : 


jin terms of laughs, gasps and 


| the sub-title, ‘Girls and Girls.’ 


finally war, the globe-trotting Chi-| being chided by the nurse (Dorothy 


|cago showman, A. B. Marcus, has | Coudy) for not being house-broken 


continued to keep an all-American | This whole skit may be described as 
company of 60-odd persons in con-/a broad, loose Spanish translation 
secutive hemisphere-hopping em- | with all the standard bits worked in 
ployment. Just now he is in the’ The Mexicans acted as if it was new 
ninth week of his Mexico City tour| and wonderful. Actually it’s played 
with another fortnight to go, then! with considerable hokum skill 


a week in Pueblo and thence to the| , 2 
: a ‘ s cover 
Alcazar in Havana. Following that, It’s amusing, too, to discover at 


although the route is not contirmed | eee Range: he Ph cere ne Paar os 
at the moment, the Marcus company | ,, sloited in ‘Streets 2 and Costello 
will probably hit the Central Amer- | _— . 4 _ we CS Sure 
ican republics and Panama-enroute |, Novelties in the show include Don 
to Argentine, Brazil, etc. Bookings | Galvan, who's a familiar figure in the 
are, of course, subject to native de- | States. He has been more in English- 
velopments and the war. When the | SPeaking niteries, et al., than in Latin 
latter ends Marcus hopes to return | lands, and he apologizes to the Mexi- 
to South Africa where he clicked | Can audience because his Spanish, 
and cashed big some years ago on a while good, 1s losing the true frijoles 
30-week stay (Janada, a clever con-| flavor. An artist of poise and ele- 
tortionist, was added to the Marcus | Sance with guitar and banjo, he reg- 
company in South Africa and is istered strongly. He’s been added for 
| the Mexico City engagement to give 
local flavor to an essentially all- 
' American invasion (despite the Chi- 
nese princess, the South African and 
an Australian showgirl, Joy Flower) 
| Two traveling stage managers 
| (Marcus earries portable switch- 
board, all lighting equipment, etc.) 
jand a musical direetor, Charles 
Ruddy, are part of the company, as 
are several seamstresses, etc 

All in all, the Marcus show is noi 
‘only a well-balanced entertainment 
and a company of considerable ver- 
satility, but, in these days, it repre- 
sents a small miracle of business 
planning and management. Mareus 
cuts more red tape than the U. S. 
State Department. Land. 


Marcus is nearly alone just now 
as an international touring ~- im- 
presario. As a problem in prac- 
tical operating economics the task 
of successfully transporting so many 
people and two carloads of scenery 
and playing strange lands speaking 
foreign tongues needs no emphasis. 
The arithmetic of the Mexico City 
engagement suggests the fiscal com- 
plexities. 

After a week or two at six pesos 
($1.50 American), during which he 
did S.R.O., the town’s six-peso cus- 
tomers were exhausted. Marcus 
then scaled at three pesos top and 
has crowded them in ever since 
This cheap scale contrasts with the 











$3 (12 shillings) scale he got for | ee — 
more or less the same production 
when playing Australia and South 


such 
nec- 
Yankee - 
from 
com- | 


Admission scales in 
international touring are 
essarily flexible and, by 
reckoning, run all the way 
comparatively expensive to 
paratively cheap seats. Marcus 
magically contrives to keep going 
and to get along in most countries 
without guarantees. | 
The show which this Varrety 
staff member from New York 
caught was the third change of bill 
for Mexico City. Marcus has or- 
ganized his company for versatility. 
The performers have many special- 
ties. The chorus is completely re- 
costumed for each change of bill and 
the scenery (mostly hanging pieces) 


Africa. 





\ 
EDWARD 
aE 


\ 
MAYRI5 


the droll gesticulations of Sharon De 
Vries, who uses her body, arms and 
fingers with fine comic artistry which 


RANCHO SAN PABLO 
EL CERRITO, CALIF. 














For All Show-F olk 


tweaking, body-pummeling make for 
4 universal language For 


sioale 
Pigs 


sock show-topping, there is the un- HOTEL CLARIDGE 
believeable agility of Princess Hin 
Low, the Olympic championship bar- BROADWAY AND 44TH ST 


work and gymnastics of Jack Holt, In the Heart of Times Sauars 





and the troupe of jitterbugs Marcus Phone: BR-yanst 9-2344 
picked up recently 
The vital point is that the compo 
< i) 4 ‘4 t i})e- ‘uP 5 ‘ > Tt . 
nent elements of the Marcus entour- SeReTne BATES 
age are based on appeal to the eve TO THE PROFESSION 





sexey 
ahs. The show is advertised on girly 
lines with the presentation bearing 
Flash 
scenes are designed to parade the 
nude white torsos of los Americanos | 


$8 Sinale, $10 Double, Withaut Bath 
$10.50 Single, $12.50 Double, With Bath 
Shower — Bath — and Radio 
Impossible te Beat These Prices 
Largest Rooms in Greater New York 





Cinda Glenn will play Loew’s State, 
on Broadway, in December, rather 
than now. She sails Friday (6) for 
the Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro 
opening Sept. 23 for six weeks. 





F rom Gags to Books 


Alan, of Murray and Alan, has re- 


| bookshop on Tth avenue in the 


Times Sq. sector. 








His partner is presently laid up 


| folowing a surgical operation. 


|self right might get up to the top ton- | 
'sil workers in the business. 12 


» this nervousness shadowing his voice 


| 


Hal Sands and Jack Davies booked. | appeal. 
| vaudeville seasoning he may develop 


tired from vaudeville and opened a rather surprising as he’s been around | 


| 














But he was handicapped by stage | 
inexperience on his appearance here, 


Piaza Hotel, New York 


audience | 
weeks of 


and hurting his personal 


Given a few 


into a capable stage performer, but 
at present indicates a real need for | 
this vital experience. Which is 
with bands, etc., for some time. | (America 
Basically, his pipes are okay on the 
crooning side and he coos the stand- , 
ard list of current popular tunes. 


LIFE, Page 1, Sept. 2nd 
Gold. 





Recently — Persian Room 


C R AW f 8 RD and Dancers) 


Now: Cocoanut Grove 
Ambassador Hotel, L. A. 
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Monte Proser Gives the Lowdown 
On Enjoying Yourself in a Nitery 








Monte Proser, impresario of the | 
zombies, ex-nitery pa. and now 
head of a chain of Beachcomber and 
Zombie joints, has written a fore- 
word titled ‘How to Enjoy Yourself 
in a Night Club’ for Etheldra Kay's 
forthcoming book, “The Buyer Goes 
io Town,’ which Faleon Press will | 
publish Nov. 3 

Proser’s sage advice is as follows: | 

(1) Before you go to a particular | 
night club, make sure that you are 
thoroughly acquainted with the 
cover charge or minimum and the | 
yange of prices for food and drink. | 
And once acquainted, make sure 
that you can comfortably afford the 
probable cost of your evening's 
pleasure. Thus, a perfect evening 
won't be ruined by a headache when 
the tab arrives. 

(2) When you get your hatcheck, 
put it where you're sure you'll find 
it, so that when you're ready to 
leave you don't spend an embarassed 
10 or 15 minutes fumbling through 
your pockets while the hatcheck gir] 


— 





Detroit Nitery Snagged 





Stooges’ 3-Month Tour 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Moe and Jerry Howard and Larry 
Fine, the Three Stooges, open a 
three-month personal appearance 
tour Sept. 13 in Chicago, in connec- 
tion with their new Columbia two- 
reeler. 

Tour calls for bookings in New 


Seeking License Okay | York, New Orleans and intermediate 


spots, 


Cleric Reformer 


Detroit, Sept. 3. 
Blossom Heath, nitery which twice 
this summer had its liquor license 
revoked for permitting gambling, is 


having trouble getting a new license 


for the spot. 
Commission, 


The Liquor Control 
which only a month 


new application at the bottom of its 
list. The present application is in 
the name of Floyd H. Montgomery, 
while the license taken up was in 
that of Peter La Fata. 

The Commission earlier this sum- 
mer got in a row with Detroit 
police over granting a license to 
Sammy Sofferin, whose Powatan 


those against Blossom Heath, but 
who returned to business with the 
downtown Wonder Bar. 








and your companion try to conceal 
their discomfort. 

(3) If you like to see celebrities 
don’t sit at the ringside; sit at a 
fable near the door. But don't ex- 
pect to see as many celebrities as 
the Broadway columnists report. 
Somehow, they're just never around 
when you are. 


(4) Make friends with your waiter | 


as soon as possible; He can spoil 
your evening if he should take a | 
notion to, and likewise he can do a 


lot to make it more enjoyable. 


(5) Don’t spend a long session on 
the dance floor immediately after 
placing your order. You're liable to 
come back to flat drinks and cold 
food. 

(6) When in Rome do as the Ro- 
mans do: Don't wear street clothes 
at a night club which requires for- 
mal attire, and don’t make yourself 


conspicuous by wearing evening 
dress at a night club which is ob- 
viously informal. 


(7) Know your alcoholic limit and 
don’t exceed it. It’s better to con- 
clude the evening under your own 
power— instead of under the table. 


FOX, INDPLS., REOPENS 
AS TOWN’S 2D BURLEY 


Indianapolis, Sept. 3 
Fox theatre, dark for the past few 
years, opened Friday (30) the 
second burlesque house in town 
Opening bill brought in ‘Parisian | 
Burlesk Follies’ with Myrna Dean. | 


as 


Jai-Li-Ta, Jack Greenman and Vic- | 


ior Plant. Matinees go at 20c and 


80c with nights 30c and 50c. 


House will book in road buriey 
shows, according to Jack Dickstein, | 
manager. Other burley house in 
town is Mutual, which brings in 
principals and keeps the same girls 
each week 
__ LS 





VARIETY SAID IN 
Issue Aug. 28, 1940, About 


RAUL and EVA 


REYES 


Foremost Exponents of 
Rhumba and Conga 


‘Couple have everything, looks 
Appearance, talent and personality. 
Gal's a sex-appealing little dark- 
skinned beauty and Raul has 
enough to give the ringsiding 
femmes pitty-pats. Their stuff is 
nll class and they have a pack of 
novelties that’s in the conga groove, 
The Reyes rhumbas are. clickily 
routined, and they have Cuban 
version of ‘Beguine’ that’s mighty 
near the tops in this sort of thing. 
For encores, they have several 
briefles, with ‘Shoein’ the Wild 
Mare’ and ‘Cranking the Ford,’ both 
sexy but in excellent taste, their 
best. Nixon crowd couldn't get 
enough of them and the Keyeses 
could have stuck around ad_ in- 
finitum.” Cohen. 

Management 


BILL KENT 
1776 Broadway 
New York 
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Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 
a Leicester Square 
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‘Hot Seat’ Gag May Cost 
Mercur $40,000 in Suit 
Brought by Pitt Patron 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 3. 
Al Mercur’s fondness for the ‘hot 
seat’ at his Nut House in Millvale 
|may cost him $40,000 if a suit filed 





ago suspended the license, put the. 





| 


| of revival 


| 


| 
| 


against the local nitery owner last} see eye to eye with him. 





Again Rampages 
In Minneapolis 





Minneapolis, Sept. 3. 


The Rev. Henry J. Soltau, re- 


Basie | former and head o ~ 
was closed under similar charges to | ad of a law enforce 


ment league, is on the loose again. 
As a result, local night life, which 
had been showing some slight signs 
since his campaign of 
several months ago, is being shot full 
of holes. ‘Sin’ in every form is get- 
ting mowed down at the minister’s 
hands. Even the State Fair has 
come to his attention. 

Believing that the Fair, owned and 
operated by the state’s taxpayers, 
should confine itself to ‘educative’ 
activities and ‘not to teach the youth 
to gamble,’ the Rev. Soltau tried un- 
successfully Saturday (31) to close 
bingo, blanket and other wheels and 
all chance devices generally, being 
balked by law officers who couldn’t 
Instead of 


| week is successful. Mrs. J. F. Mc- | putting over his blitzkrieg against 


Donough, wife of an assistant city 
| solicitor, asked that amount from 
'Mercur in Common Pleas 


court, | 


the minions of Satan, he wound ‘up 


being fined $5 for contempt of court. 


| 


' charging she was severely injured as | 


a result of Mercur’s ‘little joke.’ 


According to Mrs. McDonough. 
when she visited the Nut House in 
June, 1939, the heat was applied to 
her and that she was thrown from 
the chair by the electric charge and 
suffered a permanent back injury. 

Mercur’s a_ well-known  hot-seat 
fancier. He had one at the old Har- 
lem Casino when he ran the Hill 
District spot and many’s the stage 
and screen celebrity who has known 
|a Mercur bolt. When he shifted his 
activities from the Casino to the Nut 
House, the hot seat went along. Now 
| he’s wishing it hadn't. 


‘Stanley, Pitt, Returns 
To Vaude With Reoney 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 3. 
After three-month _ stretch of 
straight pix, Stanley, WB deluxer, 
will return to vaude Sept. 12 with 
Rooney. Young film star's 
makes ‘it necessary for 


itinerary 


house to go into a Thursday opening 
but management expects to work 
back gradiialky to a Friday inau- 


gural. Rooney show will follow two- 
week engagement of ‘Sea Hawk.’ 
Harry Kalmine, zone manager for 
WB here, said, however, combo pol- 
icy wouldn't be permanent and that 
presentations would be booked only 
when name attractions were avail- 
able. Kalmine’s plan to shuttle 
his ace house between vaudfilm and 
pictures, dropping fiesh for occa- 
sional weeks when there are enough 
big films to accommodate both Stan- 


is 


ley and Loew’s Penn. Two spots 
operate under a booking pool. 

Only show set so far to follow 
Rooney is tab version of George 
White’s ‘Scandals,’ which will likely 
come in following week. Mex Ad- 
kins returns to WB site as director 
of house orch, with a slight change 
in personnel due to deflections dur- 
ing summer of couple of men t 
other outfits. 


Andrini Bros. Split 
For Tries as Singles 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 3. 
| Frank Andrini, half of Andrini 
| Bros., vaude and nitery team, has 


| gone out on his own as a cafe m.c.- 
| comedian and is currently breaking 

in his single at Villa Madrid here. 
| Other brother, Lawrence, is in New 
| York trying to hit it on his own, too 
| Andrinis were last at Gay 90's in 
/New York, and before that toured 
| Australia with Will Mahoney's show 
‘and also in a flock of units in this 
| country. 





Olive Hatch leads troupe of bath- 
| ing girls in new Watercade and 
| Mermaid Ballet at Miramar hotel, 
Santa Monica, 


Sought Warrants 

The Rev. Soltau sought warrants 
for nearly 100 State Fair concession- 
aires, but claims Justice of the 
Peace Nick Lebans kept giving him 
the runaround. The justice ap- 
parently was too busy most of the 
day to make out the warrants. 
Finally, however, 24 were issued 
against concessjonaires. But when 
the cases came up for hearing later, 
the reformer asserted that lack 
cooperation by the authorities had 
gummed up the works. The result 
was dismissal of all cases for lack 
of sufficient evidence and when the 
reverend squawked about the court's 
attitude the justice plastered him 
with the $5 fine. 

Difficulty Encountered 

Earlier in the week, the cleric was 
instrumental! in having the Theatrical 
Mutual! Association club, a large and 
elaborate all-night unlicensed drink- 
ing and gambling spot, raided, There 
were several hundred in the estab- 
lishment, including many State Fair 
the minister and his 


Visitors, when 


| investigators gathered their evidence 


| headed 


am., but when the police, 
by the reformer and his 
made the pinch an hour later 
bagging only 
men and customers. The 
owner and employes were among 
those who made their getaway. 

The reverend had gone to police 
headquarters to obtain police for the 
ri Difficulty was encountered, he 
savs, in finding cops and although a 
tour made of the loop only four 
could be enlisted. By the time that 
police, Soltau and his four agents 
reached the place most of the crowd 


at 2 


group, 


thev succeeded in 


14 womer 


id. 


Was 


had vanished and Soltau charges & 
‘tipoff’ by the police. Moreover 
Soltau claims, the owner and e€m- 
ployes were behind the bar and the 
law officers conversed with them 
Imagine his surprise, then, Soltau 
told the press, to find that the owner 
and employes were not among those 
arrestet They're still at large, too, 
but the custome! nabbed jn the raid 
were fined $10 each in municipal 
court 

Soltau charge that there were 
three lot machine a CaltMornia 
dice game, several ‘14 boards, etc., 
in operation and much drinking, with 
liquor being served freely at the 


bar and at the numerous tables. 


Senor Tishenan Back 
And Endorses Latins 


Irving Tishman, New York agent- 
producer, returned from South 
America yesterday (Tuesday) con- 
firming that conditions are great for 
American performers in the Latin 
Americas. 

Tishman shipped down with Buster 
Shaver and Olive and George Brasno, 
his act, who are remaining on at the 
| Casino de Urca in Rie de Janeiro, 


Of | 
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Haddock Insists AGVA Nat'l Bd. OK'd 
Kelly's Firing; Hearing Due Mon. (9) 


Tracy-Drake Ready Hoyt Haddock, American Guild of 


Variety Artists executive secretary 

. | ’ 

Kemp Unit for South | has denied that in firing Thomas 
Kansas City, Sept. 3. 


| Kelly as exec sec of the union's 
oe | Philadelphia local he used the plen- 

The 1941 edition of ‘Three Cheers,’ lary nen sored given him by . the 
50-minute vaude unit, is being read- | AGVA national board when he iovk 
ied here by Frank Tracy and Tom |the job. According to Haddock, the 
Drake. Unit is set to open for T. D. |board knew and approved his se- 
Kemp in his string of houses in the | tion in advance. ‘This is at variance 
south on Sept. 16 and will play about | with statements by Dewey Barto 
nine weeks before hitting the middle | national prexy. y ‘ 
west and routing to the Coast. | Kelly is to have a hearing ve- 

Don and Jane Ford and Alen€ and | fore the national board next Mon- 
| Evans are already set as standard |day (9), Meeting will go into the 
acts, with two more to be added. | charges and Kelly’s explanation and 
Personnel will list a line of 10 girls | defense. However, according te 
and band of seven and will total | Haddock, the board will hear Kelly 
about 30 with necessary production | only on condition that he agrees in 
people. Being set on musical com-j| advance to abide by the union's 
edy style rather than m.c. manner. |rules and will not, as he is said to 


have threatened, attempt to carry 
Candid Camera Hound | 











the fight to his local membership 
|if the decision is unfavorable to him. 





|Board meeting Friday (30) heard 
° Haddock’s charges in full. 
Now Probably Wishes Explaining his action in sum- 
marily fighting Kelly after the 
He Collected Stamps Philly: local board voted to retain 


| him, Haddock asserts that ‘Kelly and 
lothers have been trying to sabotage 
Cleveland, Sepi. 3. !AGVA with the members end 

Candid camera hounds whe have | agents,’ that Kelly has made ‘no at- 
been bothering nitery and theatre |tempt to sign up or regulate night 
operators took one on the chin Jast | clubs’ in Philly, that Kelly held his 








week When a lens-snapping mu- | power with the local board ‘through 
sician paid $10.65 court fine for the | intimidation of certain board mem- 








privilege of dropping assault and | bers.’ He also claims that in the 10 
battery charges against an irate |days since his appointment as na- 
strip-teaser’s fiance. | tional representative in charge of the 
Hobby got Paul Ludlow, local! Philly local, Lee Traver has taken 
musician, into trouble when he tried |in more new members than joined 
to snap a very Candid shot of Doris |the Jocal in the previous two 
Miller in stripping action at Cow- | months. 
Shed Club Aug. §. Her boyfriend, 
whom Ludlow first identified ars «# Travers Named 
radio and cafe singer known as Philadelphia, Sept. 3. 
Paddy Labato, apparently had e vio- Lee Travers, member of an acro 
lent phobia against picture-snatchers. | team, was appointed national rep 
So much that he mopped up the |of the American Guild of Variety 
floor with the offender until Mel | Artists by prexy Hoyt C. Haddock te 
Emerson, bandmaster, came to the | take charge of the Philly, office suc- 
rescue. ceeding Thomas E., Kelly, ousted last 


Although camera doesn’t Jie. ii de- ! (Continued on page 47) 





veloped that a musician’s eye may | 
err by the time case came up in | OOK D S OW 
court. Ludlow suddenly changed RADIO-B E H 


|his exposure, claiming his eyesight 


SET FOR MILWAUKEE 








| 

| might have failed him when he iden- 

tified Labato, and withdrew his 

charges against singer. Judge flared 

i na e 

;up. Bawling out plaintiff, he ended | ss dio-b er met tt 
|his sermon by slapping court costs | First radio-booked show for the 
| of $10.65 on Ludlow and advised him | Riverside, Milwaukee, goes in this 


Fiiday (6) in the new setup where- 
| by Columbia Artists, Inc., CBS suthbe 
sidiary, will book the house. Nan 
| Elliott, chief of the local Colum- 
bia Artists office, is handling the 
bookings on this end with Eddie 
Weisfeldt, Riverside manager, come 
ing into.town on Tuesdays for pen- 
ciling confabs. 

Initial show has Jane Frohman, 
Gene Sheldon, Marty May, Jack 
| Leonard and a mixed glee club ar- 
ranged by Bob Hafter of the Chiczgo 
CES production department. 

] 


to stop snapping sensitive strippers 


Mili Monti Booked | 
For N. Y. Cafe Pierre 


o-—-—~ 





Mili Monti, Franco-Italian song- 
stress, goes into Felix Ferry’s Cafe 
| Pierre, N. Y., shortkhy. Chanteuse 
|has been around the class Americar 
| boites before. 

Her booking wag stalled by ‘The 
Little Dog Laughed,’ ill-fated Eddie 


New booking arrangement wv 
try to get away from the traditional] 


Dowling musica] which hse since | vaude routine and intends to mode 
\folded. She was featured in the! ernize the stage bookings with radic- 
| latter, type production, 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Will Bradley Orch, (14) with Ray 
McKinley, Jimmy Valentine, Fred- 
die Slack, Ken Murray, Milton 
Charleston, Dinah Shore, Park and 
Clifford, Tito Guizar, Betty Atkin- 
son: ‘Rhythm on the River’ (Par), 
reviewed in Vartery, Aug. 21. 





Rhythm’s the theme of the entire 
bill here this week. It’s threaded 
heavily through the Bing Crosby re- 
lease, "Rhythm on the River,’ and is 
spread in large portions through the 
click stage show that supports. Be- 
tween the two the week’s b.o. take 
should be high. When caught open- 
inz2 day (Wednesday) there was over 
an hour's wait for seats. 

Supported by the comparatively 
new Will Bradley band, a_ solid 
group taking its first Broadway shot, 
the stageshow is loaded with enter- 
tainment qualities and put together 
with such neat regard for pacing that 
each act builds bigger than its pre- 
decessor. However, some of the re- 
sponsibility for the heavy reaction 
to each turn must be credited to Ken 
Murray. The audience was inclined 
to cheer most anything, and his fol- 
de-rol and adjective-filled introes 
went far toward creating the mood. 

Murray romps through the whole 
proceedings, taking a whack at lead- 
ing the band, donning paraphernalia 
similar to the outfits worn by Park 
and Clifford and joining them in an 


acro-laugh session, goodnaturedly 
badgering incoming and _ outgoing 
customers and capping it with a 


comical bit on his own. Latter is a 
repeat of his old vaude turn, with 
newer material, and done with his 
same stooge, Milton Charleston. It 
socked over easily. 

Bradley's band, a capable outfit of 
14. is underway just about a year. 
In that time it has been welded into 
a crew of strong proportions, though | 
it still lacks a style its listeners can 
immediately put a finger on. It gets 
only four chances to deliver here | 
due to the abundance of other tal- 
ent. All tunes are ones the band 
has recorded, opening with ‘Halle- 
lujah,’ following with its bestseller, 
‘Beat Me Daddy, Eight to the Bar,’ 
a sock piece of boogie-woogie, and 
a well played but trifle slow 
‘Strange Cargo,’ a mood piece writ- 
ten by pianist Freddie Slack. He 
takes long choruses. The laggy im- 
pression might come from too much 
piano. Cutting it down and shorten- 
¢ the general playing time would 
1elp. 

Ouly ballad handled by the group 
follows the first number. It’s ‘Siar- 
dust’ and inserted to give Jimmy 
Valentine, vocalist, a time at bat. 
Nice looking and making a nice ap- 
pearance, he does a good job on the 
standard’s lyrics—good in view of 
the fact that he seemed scared stiff. 
Bradley handles his few introes with 
surprising ease. His tromboning is a 
major part of the band’s brass. 

Betty Atkinson follows Murray’s 
opening gags. Her stint is short but 
fiashy, consisting of a series of drum- 
major baton-twirling stunts. Com- 
bines a pair of tag routines with the 
baton work, first a rhythm terp, then 
one to a march. On her finish she 
forsakes the taps for acro stuff, toss- 
ing a baton while doing half-forward 


flips. ete.. and hitting the stretch 
working a pair of sticks. In abbre- 
viated costume, her underpinning 


makes it hard to focus attention ona 


baton. Got a resounding response. 
Dinah Shore, southern-accented 
singer set for the forthcoming Eddie 
Cantor radio show and now on NBC 
sustaining, clicks heavily with a 
widely ranged set of tunes. [In a 
voice loaded with warmth and s.a. 


she reels off a rhythmic ‘Maybe,’ a 
perfect starter, changes pace for 
‘Fools Rush In? then goes to the 
bouncy ‘Nobody’s Baby.’ Her vocal 
improvising provides a kick. As an 
encore she lets go with ‘I'll Never 
Smile Again’ in a manner the writer 
of the tune must have meant it to be 
sung. She’s sock and her audience 
reacted handsomely. 


Park and Clifford, acro team, are 


given a strong sendoff by Murray. 
He says it’s their first shot at this 
house. It’s not. Nevertheless. the 


ditficult balancing and lift stunts find 
plenty of favor and get ’em off to the 
best hand to that point. Only thing 
wrong is the pair’s annoying habit of 
accenting their get-ready maneuvers 
before each trick. Murray's comedy 
with them during an interval is a 
jarring note, being blue and rather 


tasteless. 

Sock next-to-closing is provided 
by Tito Guizar. His highly accept- 
able vocaling has no trouble con- 
vincing the crowd. First is an un- 
Billed Spanish piece. then ‘Madame 
mauaded ‘Siboney’ encore, Wood. 


-_— 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Avg. 31. 
Ed Ford and Whitey, Johnny 
Woods, Three Martels and Mignon, 
Joz Penner and Co. (4), Dorothy 
Hild Ballet (16). Lou Adrian and 
House Orch, ‘Rhythm on the River 
(Pur). 








Joe Penner made his reputation on 
the radio and in pictures, but when 
it comes to a personal he still goes 
back to his alma mammy, good old 
burleycue. He is doing his regular 


vaude act with little variation, and . 


has added the standard restaurant! 
| bit out of the burlesque book. He), 
| works slowly but builds up towards 
the finish to sell himself to the audi-} = gd Sullivan, Paul Remos and Toy 
ence. é | Boys (2), Luba Malina, Dave Vine, 

His ‘Three Trees’ and ‘Pussywillow wy, Daily News’ Harvest Moon Ball 
Whispers’ numbers are standard. In y inners: Alex Alexander and Flor- 
the restaurant bit he works with) entine Sturtz, Arnie Sabini and Allie 
Tom Kennedy, familiar picture chat-| Capek, Don Sassone and Evelyne 
acter. Kennedy a real asset tO Pepe, Carl and Elaine Casdia, Jack 
Penner’s act, but the same cannot be and Helen Sylvestra, Thomas Lee 


STATE, N. Y. 


is 


said for the other two members “f and Wilda Crawford; Ruby Zwer- 
the cast, particularly for the tall ling’s house orch; ‘New Moon 
straightman whom Penner uses f0r| (y-G), 


some mild crossfire. a 

Remainder of the show is standard. New York Daily News’ annual 
Ed Ford and his dog, Whitey, are. prarvest Moon Ball winners are again 
doing the same as they always have} at the State. led by Ed Sullivan, the 
done. But the audience liked Ford's | tap’s columnist-actor, but indications 


clowning with the little pooch, which are that this event’s theatre b.o. is 
gets laughs from the drunk routine. slipping. The take this year will be 
Johnny Woods always makes g00d/jower than '39, which was below 
with his impersonations. It’s famil-| that of '38. Possibility is that next 
iar stuff throughout but still evi- 


h year’s booking will be for only one 
dently solid variety entertainment In Week, instead of the fortnight ses- 
the way Woods handles it. sion the winners have been getting 

Adagio quartet of the Martels and wy» to now at the Broadway vaud- 
Mignon go in more for the acrobatics | §lmer. 
than for dancing. Much of it is ef-| Current dancers, however, are far 
fective. however. Dorothy Hild line’ superior to last year’s winners, pre- 
of girls has a set of standard produc- |senting a better stage picture and 
tion numbers to dress up the stage. | more graceful terping in the waltz, | 

Business okay at the last show ;yhumba, conga, foxtrot and tango. 
Saturday (31). Gold. Where the same degree of sameness 

| prevails is in the colored lindyhop- 

' pers, the first three place-winners 

STRAND, SYRACUSE ‘being represented, but their whirl- 

wind, knockabout dancing is still suf- 

aint pa ficiently sensational to give the show 
Syracuse, Aug. 31. a terrific applause finish. 

Milton Dovglas and Priscilla, Four Peculiarly enough, the top ap- 
Vernons, Troy and Lynne, Paul Re-| plause click among the teams at the 
gan, Pansy the Horse, Claude Bor- State is not one of.the actual win- 
telle House Orch; ‘Can't Give Any- ners. They are Jack and Helen Syl- 
thing but Love’ and ‘Wagons West- vestra, who placed fourth in the 
ward,’ |tango, but got such a_ tremendous 
| reception from the Madison Square 

Strand reopens for the fall with Garden cr.vd_ that Loew's booked 
a varied card which bodes well for "em anyhow, Sullivan gives them a 
the future. Caught opening show,! sympathetic buildup as unemployed | 
bill had pace, variety and everything , brother and sister, but later spoils it 
needed to sell the town on vaude-! by telling the boy that the man is 
ville again. | waiting in the wings to collect for 

Though billed far down, Paul Re- a dress suit. It’s too embarrassing 

: : ‘ : o be good comedy. On the hoof, the 
gan, mimic, came as close to putting | Satned “tes ‘ % 2 

ge i Z : vivestras are very polished, looking 
the show in his pocket as possible Satter th th ase | 
in the face of some class competi- , ~ rebates an . eae | 

es we : _|' champ team, Alex Alexander and 
tion. Possessed of personality, Re | Tioeakhice Mime’ wie ame snails 
gan sold himself right off the bat. | *“0rentin , 7 oy 


|} in a foxtrot. 
Milton Douglas, who later comes, There’s good dancing from Arnie 
on with Priscilla in a well-paced sabini and Allie Capek, who do the 
song and patter routine, emcees and 


Viennese waltz and also won the 
has just enough new stuff, coupled tango, while Don Sassone and Eve- 
with an easy style, to help sell the 


lyne Pepe, in the rhumba, and Carl 


———— 


1even 


production. land Elaine Casdia, man and wife 

Troy and Lynn open the bill with; conga champs, are very lively in 
legmania and hit tops in their take-;| their respective long suits. The 
off of a couple of kids at a college, lindyhop winners are Thomas Lee 


prom, which the locals ate up. Re- 
gan comes on then and runs the list 
from Kay Kyser to Charles Laugh- 
ton. 

Statuesque Virginia Mayo works 
with Andy Mayo in the Pansy the} and third colored teams, each win- 
Horse act, absent from the local | ning dance combo gets $250 a week 
stages so long that the comedy rou -| from Loew’s for the stage dates, with 
tine clicked from novelty standpoint.| the all-around champs in at $500. 

The adagio turn by the Four Ver-, This means an outlay of around 
nons round out the bill neatly, show- $2,000 for the dancers, a cheap buy 
ing nice teamwork. considering the strong buildup by 

Fair b.o. house for opening. Soff. the Daily News weeks in advance of 
—-— the event. 

Three acts augment the dancers 
and Sullivan to make up a fair va- 
riety show up ahead of the Harvest 
Moon teams. Per usual, there’s a 
|nitery setting and Ruby Zwerling’s 
crack pit crew on the stage. Paul 
|Remos and his two acrobatie and 
perch midgets Open the show well, 
with Luba Malina, a good-looking 
brunet, filling the deuce slot. She's 
nifty on the eyes and okay vocally 
with ‘Mme. La Zonga,’ a medley and 
a Russian tune. For an encore at 
this catching she got a little too 
operatic, sloughing the previous good 
impression, 

Sullivan up to this point was 
strictly in the role of m.c., despite a 
hoke try at dramatics with Miss 


and Wilda Crawford, auginented by 
Frankie Manning and Ann Johnson, 
who placed second, and George 
Green and Norma Miller, third. 

With the exception of the second 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 30. 

Carlos Molina Orch, Will and 
Gladys Ahern, Carroll and Howe, 
Theodora and Denesha, Josephine 
Delmar, Conchita, Lucia Garcia; 
‘Young People’ (20th), 

Once again the house has booked 
in all the ingredients of a good show, 
but when it’s all put together it adds 
up to zero. Biil is given a Latin 
title and music is provided by Carlos 
Molina’s orch, with members of the 
house pit.orch shuffled into the visit- 
ing crew to total 19 on the platform. 


Acts are okay, but not spotted right | Malina, but then he played straight 
to- get a sock into the show. for Dave Vine, situated at a mike in 
South American flavor seasons the a mezzanine box, for a sessivn in 


entire bill with the exception of Car- 
roH and Howe, who put on a slick 
boy and girl exchange of gags, with 
the femme handing out the chuckles. 

Band opens with Molina using his 


very bad taste opening night (Thurs- 
day). Vine is in the Yiddish dialect 
idiom, which in itself is eggshell 
| firmament nowadays, and lays it on 


too thick. He uses one epithet— 
radio sign-on, ‘My Engleesh she is; which Sullivan then repeats—that is 
not so good looking,’ then into a na-| not flattering to Jews and makes one 
tive tune. Lucia Garcia sings one| wonder why a Hebe comic such as 
song in Spanish and one In English} Vine should stretch so far for a 
to prove that he should sing both in| laugh. His material otherwise is 
Spanish. Will and Gladys Ahern do} mostly familiar. 
a gag and rope-twirling turn. Man,!} State is partially changing the 


who consumes most of the time and 
patter a la Will Rogers, is okay, but 
he should practice more on the ropes 
and less on the script. He was miss- 
ing plenty at show caught. Gal is a 


show for the second week beginning 
Sept. 4. Vine, Remos and Miss 
Malina go out, and Benny Fields and 
the Three Swifts come Picture 
also switches, ‘Andy Hardy Meets a 


tr 
ati 


looker and adds color to the act. Debutante’ (M-G) coming in. 
Josephine Delmar gets hot on a Biz opening night was good, but 
conga song and then uses the body | the house did only four shows that 
for the mitt appeal. The torso is| day against the usual five with the 
flung about with abandon, and for| Harvest Moon winners. House evi- 
an encore she shakes it some more. } dently had planned ant extra show 
Molina takes the next spot to fiddle | and then called it off: three shorts 


‘La Golindrina,’ having a tough time 
folowing Delmar with his quieter 
strings appeal. Orch then does 
‘Comparisa.’ 

Top applause winners were Theo- 
dora and Denesha, ballroom team, 
who open with a gracefully done} 
waltz, encore with a kick routine, | 


| were used to pad out between the 
| feature film and stage show. Scho. 


| GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 28. 
| Maureen O'Hara, Lucille Ball, 
and then go acrobatie for a finish.| Billy Lee, Joyce Hunter, Senator 
Couple are energetic and youthful,| Murphy, Page, Hack and Mack, Ted 
and were solid with customers at| Claire, The Stadlers (2), Peggy 
show caught. | O'Neill Girls, Charles Kaley Orch; 
Show has no finish to speak of.) ‘Dance, Girl, Dance’ (RKO). 
After Carroll and Howe spread their _— 
patter. band goes into theme and; Gate clicks with nicely balanced 
curtain closes as if somebody had); bill this week. Tradition seems to 
just rung curfew. A little rearrang-| call for opening with acros and clos- 
ing of the acts. with the band given,ing with terp team, which ts okay 
more play, might turn a losing prop- | as long as variations hold out, as per 
osition into a winner. |} current edition. Muscle spot in this 
Biz thin at third show opening day.| case goes to Page, Hack and Mack, 
Kiley. ‘whose suspense-builder is to start 


lence without overdoing 


| by 


, with table and keep shoving boxes | 


| under one man as he leaps ever up- 
ward, Squares are covered with 
shimmery cloth, adding to teetery 
| effect of perch, which really had the 


customers worried. Then leaps 
headfirst for hand-to-hand catch, 
Very effective opener, ; 
The week's finale fandango is 


allotted to the Stadlers, young pair 
whose first routine reveals effort to 
find new way to cover farailiar 
sround. Second offering is excellent 
and earned hearty returns, being a 
‘world tour’ in pantomime and dance 
steps. Requires attentive assistance 
of orch on sound effects, but is worth 


} 


| 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Larry Adler, Calgary Bros. (2), 
Carlton Emmy and His Mad Ways, 
Three Byrne Sisters, Melba Osborie, 
George Bell, Ben Yost’s New York- 





ers, Gae Foster Girls; ‘He Stayed for 
Breakfast’ (Col.), reviewed in Va- 
Riety Aug, 14. 

Presentation moves briskly. It’s 


;}more heavily complemented than 


usual for this house, but still doesn’t 


‘run longer than the Roxy’s averace 


the effort, routine being plenty fast, | 


and clever. Packs laughs, 
too, in acrobatic steps indicating 
ocean-crossing, etc. Pair should go 
places with this number. 

In between are Senator Murphy, 
tried and true and _ still popular; 


graceful 


| Billy Lee of ‘Biscuit Eater’ film, Ted 


Claire with his cokey monolog, and 
Joyce Hunter, borrowed from Henry 
King’s orch, currently at the Mark 
Hopkins. 

Lee moppet mopped up, wasting 
no time in lunging through a song, 
whacking his drums and closing with 
fast tap. Kid is perfectly at home 


'acro 


and seems to love footlights, audi- | 


ence taking him to its heart from 
first smile. Sports too much jewelry 
for his age, but a clicko item other- 
wise. 

Claire’s Bowery snowbird is a 
cinch, and chap could have spent the 
rest of the p.m. in spotlight. Has 
that confidence and ease which lets 
customers lean back and enjoy them- 
selves, Burlesk of Al Jolson nicely 
received also. Miss Hunter, tallish 
looker with nice pipes, had things 
her own way, thrushing three times. 

Opening day had Maureen O’Hara 
and Lucille Ball personaling with 
the film, in which they are featured. 
Solved problem of what to do by 
swapping banter with m.c. Kaley. 
Landed nicely, particularly Miss 


| Ball, who made direct play for audi- 


wisecrack 
stuff. Miss O'Hara somewhat stagey 
contrast but co-oped well in 
phony hair-pulling for bowoff. 
House near capacity at opening. 
Wern., 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 31. 

‘Funzafire’ with Benny Meroff 
Band (12), Line (7), Dolly Bell and 
Four Buster Browns, Betty Atkinson, 
Wynn Twins, Al Spiro, Buddy Green, 
Ken and Roy Paige, Grace and 
Nikko; ‘Untamed’ (Par). 

This zany concoction, the recipi- 
ent of some Olsen-Johnson legal at- 
tention, is long on daffiness and 
rather short on talent. Aside from 
the genial and talented Benny Meroff 
and the Grace and Nikko dance 
team, an ‘added attraction,’ it has 
little to commend it. Similar to the 
Olsen-Johnson screwiness, it lacks 
the spontaneity, smoothness, speed 
and quality provided by the latter's 
offerings. It leaves one with the im- 


pression of being strictly bush- 
league. A line of seven girls and 
the 12-piece orchestra stamp the 


show with 
too, 


the brand of economy, 


Reminiscent of the Olsen-Johnson 
stuff the bald comic who tries a 
hair tonic at the start of the show 
and finally winds up with a pro- 
fusion of hirsute adornment, the 
elephantine fat man who crowds 
through a row of customers to try 
to get a seat, the youth who asks 
how long the show still has to run 
and then ostensibly shoots himself 
when he’s informed it’s only half 
over, the numerous stooges and 
hawkers in the auditorium and 
boxes, interrupting the stage pro- 
ceedings and creating much din; the 
comic pursuing women across the 
stage at frequent intervals, the line- 
girls following Meroff out 


Is 


front to 
kiss an embarrassed male patron, 
etc. 


The Meroff band, considerably be- 
low his usual standard, swings it but 
confines itself to only a few num- 
bers, which 


is probably okay for 
most of the customers. Meroff him- 
self, besides m.c.ing, displays his 


usual versatility by going through his 
familiar routines, performing on a 
variety of instruments. gagging, 
dancing, juggling and giving his im- 
pression of Ted Lewis. The much too 
small line works lethargically, with- 
out any apparent enthusiasm or zest, 
jin several jitterbug and swing con- 
tributions. Staging, lighting and cos- 
tuming leave much to be desired. 


Dolly Bell, a contortionistic and 
control dancer, twists and bends 
through a succession of difficult 
feats. The Four Buster Browns are 


feminine acrobatic dancers who fea- 
ture cartwheels, somersaults and 
handstands, and winning approval, 
The Wynn Twins, an enormously fat 
man and a midget, provide slapstick 
fun with a hoop and otherwise. Al 
Spiro and Buddy Green contribute to 
the merriment with their clowning 
‘and eccentric dancing. Ken and Roy 
Paige are knockabout comedians and 
eccentric dancers who score. 

Back with their madcap burlesque 
ballroom dancing, Grace and Nikko 
again stop the show. Their acro- 
batics are startling and unusual. The 
pair furnish many laughs. 

Despite all itS deficiencies, 
show seems to get across well and 
| stir up much hilarity. 'The initial 
performance Friday (30) was before 
an almost completely filled house. 

Rees. 


‘tary heel and toe stuff. 


45 minutes for a stageshow. Reason 
is that three of the turns are elimi- 
nated in the first setting, each con- 
tributing short bits primed to fit the 
mood of the dressing. 

Opening is an attractively laid-out 
scene bringing on the Gae Foster line 
for a routine of military and straight 
taps. Precision stepping of the gals is 
well done. Into it sktps George Bell, 
holdover from last week, with an 
novelty. He scrapes a violin 
while dancing. Melba Osborne's 
baton-twirling and taps (Betty At- 
kinson, a similar act, is at the near- 
by Paramount this week) also fit 
into the setup, though her efforts are 
comparatively ineffective. She’s on 
and off quickly. Three Byrne Sis- 
ters toss in closeup and clear mili- 
Fach act is 
so costumed and weaved into the 
scheme of the setting as to appear 
part of it. However, they're pro- 
grammed separately. 

Carlton Emmy's dogs are dragged 
on as the first portion fades. The 
turn has plenty of appeal in the 
well-trained terriers. There’s noth- 
ing particularly startling about the 
tricks, but the act contains a wealth 
of laughs in the comical antics of 
several of the hounds. 

Larry Adler, harmonica player, 


| works alone for a set of tunes, then 


segues into a line number. He clicks 
off a series of melodies that have be- 
come more or less standard with 
him, doing first ‘Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes’ and following with a medley of 
arrangements he did with Dick Pow- 
ell in ‘The Singing Marine.’ They're 
‘Night and Day’ and ‘Tiger Rag.’ 
Closes on a drawn-out, but excellent- 
ly played version of Liszt’s ‘Second 
Hungarian Rrapsody,’ then fades to 
a rear stage stairway to continue as 
linegirls work out neatly costumed 


; and fairly intricate stepping below. 


Calgary Bros. slip in more laughs 
with their standard pantomime. Pair 
offer cleverly worked-out sight stuff 
and go off with a solid reception 
Ben Yost’s New Yorkers combine 
with the linegirls to polish off the 
presentation. It’s a ’90s scene, the 
octet and Foster belles in appropriate 
costume. They do one song, then 
give way to the girls on unicycles, 
an «6oft seen but always effective 
routine, Wood. 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 
(HIPPODROME) 


Atlantic City, Sept. 1 
Shirley Ross, Herman Timberg, Jr., 
and Pat Rooney, Jr., Jans Lynton 
and Co., Three Sparks, Paul Nolan 
Clark Bros. (2), Dorn Bros. (2) and 


Mary, Henry Harris and Gracie 
Webb, Harry Ward’s House Orch 
(9); ‘Girl From Havana’ (Rep). 
George Hamid picked a bang-up 
vaude bill for the big Labor Day 
weekend biz and the final week of 
summer skeds at his Million Dollar 
Pier. Herman Timberg, Jr., and Pat 
tooney, Jr., got caught in the South 
Jersey floods and hadn’t arrived 
when the second show was caught 
today (Sunday), but even without 
them the S.R.O. crowds got more 


than their money’s worth. 

The two Clark brothers do stand- 
ard rollerskating. They give an amus- 
ing illustration of a fellow taking his 
first skating lesson, good except for it 
being stretched too much, and wind 
up swinging each other around. 


The two Dorn brothers and red- 
headed Mary click with their har- 
mony. This crowd went for Paul 
Nolan, whose juggling is just as 


amusing as it is clever. He manipu- 
lates tophats neatly while his hand- 
ling of rubber balls is funny with- 
out any apparent effort in that direc- 
tion. The mob made him encore. 

Henry Harris and Gracie Webb are 
here supposedly in their first profes- 
sional engagement. They won some 
sort of jitterbug contest in Philly. Im 
their various routines they sum- 
marize jitterbugging. Their conduct 
on the stage is green (he had to push 
her behind the curtain at the end), 
but the crowd liked them. 

Shirley Ross was the big hit of the 
performance caught. In white lace 
and satin, blonde film star sang [‘ll 
Never Smile Again’ and did a medley 
of tunes she introduced in films. Her 
singing drew much applause, even 
some whistling and stomping, but her 
attempts to be conversationally 
amusing fell flat. She returned for 
two encores. 

For the wind-up. Jans Lynton and 
Co.. and the Three Sparks do turns 
alternately. The Lynton troupe, two 


;men and a woman, contribute a wild 


acrobatic dance and at one point the 
woman is distorted into knots. The 


;}men all but mop up the stage with 


' 


| 
| 


her. The Three Sparks start with a 


| orecision tap and end up with rough- 
the | 


house stunts. 
Sixty-cent admission includes Jan 
Savitt’s orch in the ballroom and 


Tom Mix’s circus on the ocean end of 
the pier, held over from last week. 
Carter. 
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(YIDDISH) 


HOUSE REVIEWS 47 
U.S. would have been more rele- STATE-LAKE, CHI 


vant than personal attacks on Dies. 
Chicago, Aug. 31. 


Despite its unsatisfactory nature 
| (from the standpoint of logical argu- 

Joe Reichman Orch with Penn 
Parker, Condos Bros. (2), Ross an 





portion of the ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ and 
not too well. 

Opening number, in which a 
preacher (Attles) tells his flock about 
‘rhapsodies,’ has the germ of an idea, | 
but is much too slow for the get- | 
away. ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ number, 





‘Rhapsody in Black,’ produced by 
eas Leslie, with Ada Brown, Mae, 
Diggs, Winfield and Ford, Estela and | 
Papo, Joe Attles, Tim Moore, Joe 


Hymie Jacobson, Toyo & Co, (2), ment, that is) the reel stirred rabid 
Anna Lubin, Misha and Celia Bud- reaction from this Embassy audience. 
kin, Wyn & Herwyn, Fanny Lubrit-,| Noticeable that when Bridges begins 


d 











Byrd, Swan and Lee, Cecil Mack, halfway through, with long orches- | zky, Chaim _Tauber, Celia Adler, his reply to the congressman, numer- oo eke che ae Hardy 
Choir (16), Orch (17) conducted by | tral ana piano gm is another aa | Florence Weiss, Aaron Lebedeff. ous cries of ‘Let him speak’ were | — 

Martin and _ featuring | StOwer-cowner, aging as a whole a, errane _ | |mecessary before the union head | shing i Lanne 
Ger nichaen, Staged by Lew |Could hardly be judged with the! Yiddish vaudeville, a nonentity in| could be heard above the hisses. Rushing inexperienced people onto 


Leslie; sketches, Leslie; music, Rube | 


Bloom, Johnny Mercer, Cecil Mack 
and Muzzy and Taylor; costumes, 
Veronica; ‘Women in War’ (Rep). 





With floodlights out front, a fresh 
coat of paint on the walls and a host 
of colored celebs in the front pews, 
this Harlem vauder inaugurated a 
new season on Friday (3Q) night. It 
was quite a shindig, with stubhold- 
ers including. in addition to the usual 
men about Harlem, Negro film star) 
Ralph Cooper, Ethel Waters, W. C. | 
Handy, Billie Holliday, Lionel Hamp- 
ton and Mrs. Bessie Buchanan, who 
owns that other palace of the Harlem 
hotfoot, the Savoy ballroom. There 
were also the geritlemen of the 
cullud press, including Lenox ave- 
nue’s own Mr. Winchell, Billy Rowe, 
and flashlight and candid photogs 
working well past their bed time. 

Occasion was not only the house's 
preem for the season, but something 

Lew Leslie, 





unique in stage shows. | 


producer of innumerable ‘Blackbirds’ 
and other revues with all-Negro 


casts, now has a 1940 version. And | 


instead of taking it on the road for 
a tryout, he finds nothing more eco- 
nomical than giving it a workover 


for kinks right in the cast’s back- | 
yard, Only the first act, which runs | 


about 90 minutes, is being presented 
this session. Section two comes rum- 
bling down the tracks on Friday (6) 
if ready, the following week if not. 


It’s destined to hit Broadway at a'| 


time which can only be determined 
by Leslie’s satisfaction with his crea- 
tion. 


Opening nights are opening nights | 


anywhere, but with an obvious lack 
of rehearsal with lights and stage- 
hands and a frightening tendency to 
forget lyrics, this may well go down 
as the roughest of them all. If Les- 
lie doesn’t do a lot of things, and 
fast, his players may never see a 
Times square audience from back of 
the footlights. 

Show as it stands is a ponderous 


and slow-moving rehash. It has none | 


of the speed, sparkle and wild aban- 
don that are necessary in any Negro 
show, particularly one designed to 
play at Broadway prices. This is 
much too obviously a cheater, not 
even coming up to some of the better 
house-produced Apollo presentations 
of last season. To get results there 
will have to be some gay new tunes. 
a flock of youthful boy and girl 
dancers in bright costumes and mo- 
tion in the sedate vocalizing of the 
Cecil Mack Choir. Leslie has en- 
dowed ‘Rhapsody in Black’ with 


neither much imagination nor scope. | 
no | 


In the first place, although 
fewer than five tunesmiths are given 
credit—Rube Bloom, Johnny Mercer, 
Cecil Mack and Muzzy and Taylor— 
all honors go to George Gershwin 
and Cole Porter. Gershwin for 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,” of which an ex- 
cellent but overlong version is pre- 
sented, and Porter for ‘I’m the 
Laziest Gal in Town,’ which Ada 
Brown revives for topnotch results. 


Another resurrection is ‘I’m a Little | 
Blackbird,’ the tune which carried | 


Florence Mills 
1927. 


to prominence in 


Vocalizing is in the hands of Miss 


Brown, who will be given star bill- 
ing if and when, and Mae Diggs. 
Former, who’s as heavy as her grin is 
broad, is a pip at both singing and 
selling. In addition to ‘Laziest Gall,’ 
she soloes on spirituals with the 


Cecil Mack Choir, does ‘Dixie Isn't | 


Dixie Any More,’ and duoes with 
Miss Diggs on ‘Little Blackbird.’ Lat- 
ter, unfortunately, can’t hold up her 
end. She’s a neat locker, but aside 
from a positive lack of vocal ability, 
her gestures are stiff and ungainly. 

Winfield and Ford, frequently seen 
at the Apollo, handle the rhythm 
terping, while Estela and Papo do 
Latinish terps. W&F click solidly, 
with Raymond Winfield 
himself up as one of the best per- 
formers of the show. Boys work on 
an oval platform, from which Win- 
field’s slippery feet avpear to be per- 
petually about to skid. Latin-Ameri- 
can team are also top-bracketers, 
doing a bolero and a_rhumba. 
Femme’s snakehips and muscular 
control of the derriere are sure 
showstoppers. 

Comedy comes from Joe Attles and 
the teams of Tim Moore-Joe Bryd 
and Bootsey Swan-Johnny Lee. They 
all work together in a bridge-play- 
ing skit which is fairly funnv as 
such things go. 


morous, a dissertation by Lee on the 
human anatomy. 
100% pure, which. incidentally, 
true of the whole show. 


Cecil Mack’s mixed choir of 16 | 


voices is excellent, but needs a 
couple of good spirituals in swing. 
It does straight ‘Battle of Jericho’ 
and ‘Babylon,’ and is worked into the 
Rhapsody in Blue’ number for fine 
results. Orch, which is on stage, 
comprises 15 pieces plus two pianos. 


It's conducted by a tiny gal named | 


Gertrude Martin, who not only ap- 


pears to know what she’s doing, but | 


makes the crew sound as if she does. 


Outfit provides a kind of symphonic | 


Swing. Featured at one of the pianos 
is George Rickson, who does a heavy 


notching | 


7 Swan and Lee do an | 
additional turn which is mildly hu- | 


It’s all 99 and 44/ | 


is | 


utter lack of knowledge of cues 
‘opening night. There are no sets, 
orch backing up the stage on musi- 
| cal numbers and merely a dark blue 
| drop backing the comics. Costumes 
by Veronica are so-so. Herb. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., Aug. 30. 
Tommy Riggs and Betty Lou, Sam- 
uels Bros, and Vivian, Jimmy and 
Mildred Mulcahy, Nan Rae and 
Maude Davis, Seven 
‘Untamed’ (Par). 





Second week of the new season’s 

stage shows at the Colonial brings 
back Tommy Riggs and his imagin- 
ary five-year old, Betty Lou, after 
several years’ absence. Using much 
the same material he has made 
| familiar on stage and radio, Riggs 
pleased these customers mightilv, 
and while the straight vaudeville bill 
| has not the zing of a unit show, all 
| the acts are excellent. 
Riggs carries on the usual con- 
| versation on childish subjects with 
| Betty Lou, sings ‘Hap Hap Happy 
| Day’ in the falsetto voice and ‘Jeep- 
|ers Creepers’ 
alternately. Works with ease. 

Jimmy and Mildred Mulcahy go 
over with their excellent harmonica 
| playing. After offering single 
numbers, they play. ‘Rhapsody in 





done neatly. 

Nan Rae and Maude Davis provide 
plenty of laughs with their act of the 
inquiring reporter who lures the 





;ence, The latter, poker-faced and 
| Serious throughout, has some nifty 
| repartee and as a ‘torture singer’ 
offers versions of ‘Alexander's Rag- 
| time Band’ and ‘A Tisket’ that seem- 
| ingly are a cross between pig-Latin 
and double talk. 

The Seven Fredysons continue as 
one of the best acrobatic and teeter- 
board acts on the circuit. Weakest 
on the bill is the opener, Samuels 
| Bros and Vivian, who do a series of 
taps of varying styles, along with 


some handsprings and cartwheels by | 


the girl. Kany. 


STEEL PIER, A.C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 
Atlantic City, Sept. 1. 

Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, Adrian 

Rollini Trio, Sue Ryan, Paul Sydell 

| and Spotty, Emile and Eugene Na- 

thane, Weldon Barr, Joe Rardin, Ben 

Yost Varsity Singers (9), Frank El- 

liotts Minstrels (6), Jimmy Jones’ 

House Orch (14); ‘Argentine Nights’ 
CU). 





Labor Day weekend, traditional 
highspot for best entertainment at 
this seashore, lives up to its reputa- 
tion at Steel Pier’s Music Hall. 
Frank Gravatt arranged an unusual- 


ly big bill, in both quality and quan- | 


tity, for the week that marks finis 
here to entertainment for the sum- 
mer season. 

Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, topbil 
for the holiday weekend and ensu- 
ing week, failed to arrive in time for 
this catching (second show Sunday) 
because of a flood between here and 
Philly. Same thing applied to Joey 
Rardin, who was billed for a special 
one-day showing. 


The show was clicko regardless. 
Adrian Rollini, with his vibraharp; 
Frank Victor. guitar, and Harry 
Clark, bass fiddle, turn out some 
| tuneful music in swing, classic and 
romantic themes. Sue Ryan, blonde 
l!singer with plenty of body motion, 


got most applause at this catching 
for her singing impersonations. Paul 
Svdell and his canine, Spotty, do a 


new dog-balancing act. 

Welden Barr dance-impersonates 
Bill Robinson. Eleanor Powell, Fred 
Astaire and Hal LeRoy, being well 
received. For an encore, Barr does 
a fast original dance Ben Yost’s 
Singers, in colorful grenadier cos- 
tumes, sing some snappy cl 
songs and later, in trim navy blue 
uniforms, do some of their familiar 
ballads. Their tambourine number 
drew much applause. 

Frank Elliott’s minstrel end men 
supply the comedy for the bill 
Charlie Kemper. in his comedy songs 
set to popular tunes, got big hand, 
and his deaf act is especially amus- 
ing. Because so many acts are 


crowded on the bill, some skits are 
being left out at various perform- 
ances. 

Nathane Bros., musical acrobats, 
draw laffs in profusion by their com- 
edy with stringed instruments. They 
break into mad antics. climaxed by 
ithe one standing upside down with 
his own head resting on the head 
of his brother. and both playing \ i0- 
lins with gusto. They took three 
bows. 

S.R.O. at all performances Sunday. 
Pier patrons paid 75c, and in ad- 
‘dition to this show got Glenn Mill- 
er’s orch in the Marine Ballroom, a 
‘water circus at the end of the pier, 
and a dual film show, ‘Turnabout and 
‘Young People,’ in the Casino hall. 

Carter. 


| house. 


|Chaim Tauber and Fanny Lubritzky, | 
}among others, heading a layout that | 


actuality, read like the who’s who in 


| 


Yiddish legit as Jack Rovenger, vet- | 


eran producer of Yiddish 


town National theatre as a vaude'! 
With such names as Aaron 
Lebedeff, Florence Weiss, Celia Adler, 


could have vied with anything Yid- 


| dish legit of more affluent days could 


Fredysons; 


} 


in the two voices | 
| 


Blue’ and ‘Tiger Rag’ in swing, both | 


other one of the duo from the audi- | 


led | 


'set off bv niftv red hair. 


ithe Yiddish niteries and formerly a 


| effect 


have presented. Rovenger’s opening 
layout was plenty clicko for the box- | 
office lure. A well-crowded house 
saw the opener. 


However, in his zeal to present the 
tops in Yiddish entertainment, Ro- | 
venger must look to the immediate | 
future when a dearth of names bids | 
fair to set in. And Yiddish show biz, 
regardless of talent measured in 
varying degrees of excellence, de- | 
mands particularly powerful names | 
to get ’em through the wickets. With 
the field so sparing of b.o. people, 
Rovenger’s main fault at this open- 
ing show seems to have been in giv- 
ing the folks too much name pull, 
among other things, for their 50c. | 
top, which on the opening night (Fri- | 
day) included two hours and 10 min- 
utes of stage show, a ‘B’ film and 
newsreels, 

Two outside acts, by way of varie- 
ty, have been added. Toyo and Co. 
(2) are a mixed Japanese acro team 
who open the card neatly, while 
Wyn and Herwyn, mixed dance | 
team, are on for two contributions 
that are standard, the gal being par- | 
ticularly impressive with her the 

| 





Since the 
rest of the bill was practically all- 
singing, the addition of these two'! 
were life-savers. Otherwise the | 
boredom would have been terrific | 
from sameness. 


Generally, the Yiddish part of the | 
bill was entirely satisfactory, with 
Hymie Jacobson, veteran emcee in| 


letit plaver on Second avenue—Yid- 
dish legit’s Broadway—pacing the 
show smoothly. Individual clicks by 
far, however, were Florence Weiss, 
the nearest thing to s.a.in the Yiddish 
theatre todav, end Aaron Lebedeff, | 
the perennial kid himself. 

Miss Weiss was plenty slinky in a 
white, revealing gown set off to nifty 
by her long, black hair, and 
she had to return for about a dozen 


| bows before the mob would let her 
| off. 


Lebedeff, in practical retirement 
for the past few years, does a few 
comedy songs. He also had trouble 


The rest of the bill saw Miss Adler, 


shows, | 


preemed for the season his Down-|jand, where much of the fighting has 


| wrecked planes. 


War scenes this week reflect the 
obvious difficulty of the reels in 
covering the air hostilities over Eng- | 


,taken place at night or, if in day 
| light, so high in the air as to have! 


been virtually invisible, or else over 
such widely scattered areas as to 
have been almost impossible to cover. 
Some views of plane battles over the 
English Channel are vivid, but are 
remote and brief. Other shots are 
mostly of bombed homes_ and 
Arrival of the 
American Legion army transport in 
New York is covered by Paramount 
and Metro. These are repetitious and 
overlap needlessly. Other clips cover 
the conscription battle in Congress, 
armament ecyonstruction and army ma- 
neuvers, There are also the usual 
sports subjects, fashion shows, Lew 
Lehr bits, press agent stunts, baby 


|parades and the Duke and Duchess 
(of Windsor arrival 


in Nassau. But | 
except for the Dies-Bridges name- 


| calling, it’s comparatively tame. And 


even the much-touted ‘debate’ is 
hardly comforting to believers in the 
democratic process. Hobe. 


a stage is dangerous for a theatre. 
But it is particularly unfortunate for 
the poor performer who may never 
recover professionally should that 
appearance work out unsatisfactoe- 
ily. As with Dick Todd (New Acis), 
who has been building up a good 
reputation as a pop singer over some 
radio commercials out of Chicago 


| and a flock of pop platters. 


Joe Reichman band comes in after 
an appearance in the Empire Room 
of the local Palmer House several 
months ago. Reichman has a solid 
and interesting orchestra, and he 
rates as a genuine band moniker as 
the result of a long radio sustaining 
build-up. His band dispenses a load 
of popular melody in particularly in- 
teresting arrangements that can 
make good anywhere. Reichman 
himself is a real artist on the key- 
board, but he has some unfortunate 
stage quirks which militate against 
him and which should be eliminated. 

The first is his trici. of tilting the 
piano bench when he plays. This 
may seem extremely minor, but it 
is annoying to an audience which 
finds itself watching the tilted piano 
bench instead of watching Reichman. 


| They keep waiting for the bench to 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 31. 
Burns Twins and Evelyn Price, 
Three Sophisticated Ladies, Deszo, 
Bobby Robinson, Lester Harding, 
Herb Six house orch, House Line; 
‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep). | 





‘Country Club Follies’ is label | 
pasted on this week’s show. In 38) 


minutes it is slightly under the aver- | 
age running time and entertainment | 
calibre was likewise at the Friday | 
night (30) show. 

Route is at its best early with a. 
neat line opener and a fast terp turn | 


|followed by the Burns Twins and 


Evelyn Price. Boys and girl mix it 
up with rapid pace all the way, twins 
dancing both solo and in duo and 
girl contributing a racey tap on her 
toes, 


Regular amateur is spotted next | 
and has semblance of an act rather 
than the single stunt usually used 


by these performers. Bobby Robin- 
son tinkles a xylophone satisfactorily 
and highlights his act by hammer- 
ing out ‘World Is Waiting for the 
Sunrise’ under a blindfold. Closes 
with a peppy march medley but 


' needs to sell it. 
getting off at this catching. 


long one of the ranking tragediennes | 


of the Yiddish stage, contribute an 
okay dramatic sketch a la Cornelia 
Otis Skinner, in mono, in whieh she 
assumes several roles: Miss Lubritzky 
was on and off briefly with a tune; 


Chaim Tauber, of radio, did songs of | 


a chassidic vein; Misha and Celia 
Budkin did comedy songs, and Anna 
Lubin, just songs. 

The National operates weekends 
only on the present policy for the 
next few weeks, when it’s planned to 
switch to a full-week policy. 


(NEWSREELS) 

With a dearth of lively newsreels 
available, the Embassy has used a bit 
of its characteristic showmanship to 
yn its current bill. Spice is an 
Embassy-produced ‘debate’ between 
Harry Bridges, Coast labor leader, 
and his personal gadfly, Rep. Martin 
Dies. Subject is whether the former 
should be deported as an alien be- 
cause of alleged Communist connec- 
tion However, the only credit from 


iS. 
the reel is to the producer, since both 


eas 


3ridges and Dies make little impres- 

sion for either logic or sincerity. 
Screen intro plugs the reel as carry- 
s out the democratic tradition of 
free discussion of controversial is- 
ues But instead of sticking to the 
s, both antagonists merely men- 
on the S ¢ board tor pas- 
pers ] attack on each 
¢ Wal 1m of n b- 
I ed and pertinent abuse. 
I ¢ little » se b veen 
but Bridge least briefer 

rar e he Ts 

Even those who through news- 
paper accounts are fa r witl 
Dies’ activity may be surprised at his 
rabble-rousing, tub-thumping) ap- 
peals to prejudice and passion. He 


waves the American flag in frenzied 
fashion and lashes out at Commu- 
nism and the failure of the Govern- 
ment to deport Bridges, but he offers 
evidence to link the CIO leader 
with Communism and conveniently 
neglects to mention the findings of 
Dean Landis. of the Harvard law 
school and admittedly no .Conmu- 
nist-svmpathizer. when latter ab- 
solved Bridges r a hearing last 
year. 

" In the same way, Bridges delivers 
some barbed accusations that Dies’ 
motives are merely to break labor 
unions. but he fails to mention the 
real point at issue—whether he 
(Bridges) is or was a Communist. 
An outright repudiation of Commu- 
m and a pledge of loyalty to the 


no 


af 
afte 


nis 


Trey is given over to the Three 
Sophisticated Ladies. Idea of open- 
ing in regulation waltz and switching 
to knockabout comedy acrobatics is | 
okay, but pace needs hypoing, espe- ! 


cially to set off the comic antics. | 
House line swinging golf clubs 


brings mid-show up to par. 

Lester Harding steps out of his 
m.c. chore to sing ‘Summertime’ and 
‘Nearness of You’ in his acceptable | 
style. Closing standard spot is as- 
signed to Deszo in a conglomeration 
of comedy acrobatics and pantomime, 
but it gets a light effect. Comic is 
assisted by Polly Day in opening, but 


| handles solo from there out for lim- 


ited assortment of chuckles. Girls! 
in a fast terp to ‘Hallelujah’ again 
quicken the pace and work out a bit 
of a finale by teaming up to bring 
back other members of the bill. 
Current show sees the Tower en- 
tering second year of continuous op- 
eration under management of Barney 
Joffee and policy of vaudfilms. Idea 
of building for family trade with a 
house band under Herb Six, line of 
eight girls under Mary Graham 
Minor and production of imported 
acts under Frank Tracy has evi- 
dently become established, as biz has 
indicated. Quin, 





Haddock 


Continued from page 45 


eged incom 


rs began nmediate 
AGVA set- 
é ne 
of 


laid 


‘eor- 


agenda 


De revalning 


mucn 
t } loss he 
to Kelly’s nt.’ 


In 


had 


answer to reports 


that Kelly 
charged by 
of the local 


been lar) 
Haddock over the head 
board, Travers said: 

‘It’s not surprising that the board 
voted to keep Kelly. Because by 
the time the vote was taken the body 


sumn y di 


Was composed mainly of Kelly's 
own henchmen.’ 

There were reports that Kelly 
was reviving the old United Enter- 
tainers Association, which he headed 
before the group was absorbed into 
the AGVA. Members of the union 


loyal to Kelly were said to be urging 
members to pull out of AGVA and 
‘return to the UEA fold.’ 

The UEA group had never given 
up its charter though it had been 
inactive in the past eight months. 
The organization independent. 


| remarkably well 


slip. Also Reichman has a trick 
of leaping over the bench when he 
comes to the piano. This looks awk- 
ward in the first place and one of 
these days he is going to trip and 
fall on his kisser. 

Singer with the orchestra is Penny 
Parker, a mousey warbler who sings 
mousey songs mostly. She scored 
with this mob 
which went for her style. 

Two standard vaude acts make up 
the rest of the show. Condos Bros. 
are a socko dancing turn with their 
excellent tap roytines. Always dis- 
tinctive in appearance and style, this 
pair of hoofers will register any- 
where. 

Ross and Stone have rearranged 
their turn somewhat. Have elimin- 
ated the piano but have kept their 
running line of comedy chatter. 
Plenty of Jaughs in the act, with 
Miss Stone impressing with her in- 
dividualistic lazybones characteriza- 
tion, 

Business good at the supper show 
Friday (30). Gold. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Aug. 30 
Charlie Barnet’s Orch (14) with 
Harriet Clark and Larry Taylor, Step 
Bros. Marty May, Rosita Royce; 
‘Young People’ (20th). 





Nat Holt, RKO zone manager, has 
set up a neat vaude-season starter 
for the Palace. This is bow of 
Charlie Barnet’s jivers here, but the 


| young swingcats who have followed 


them at outlying terp emporiums 
were nearly kicking the backs out 
of seats in ecstasy at this catching. 
What gives bill an extra sock is pres- 
ences of Rosita Royce, dove-dancer 
handed a big buildup, and Shirley 
Temple on screen to satisfy the non- 
jivers. 

Although coming on the tail end 
of the swing cycle, Barnet proves 
town’s still got a heavy quota of 
rug-cutters who eat up hot rhythms. 
Orch gets them rocking the top bal- 
cony with crescendoed ‘Avalon’ and 
steaming them up with ‘Pompton 
Turnpike.’ Apex of frenzied swing- 
eroo reached in ‘Wings Over Man- 
hattan,’ accurately aimed to titillate 
the sophomores. But as far as 
house's older clients, who prefer 
sweeter music, are concerned, its 
just so much brassy abracadabra. 
Latter are completely over-ruled by 
youngsters who yelled for so many 


encores that show ran 77 minutes 
over weekend. 

3arneteers, despite the approval, 
display more energy than variety 
and need more stage showmansh:p 
Harriet Clark lends lots of blonde 
oomph to outfit, but her small, flat 
voice is almost drowned out v 
knock - ’em - down bras section 
Larry Taylor’s short-ranged baritone 
hurts ‘Never Smile Again, doing 
much better on Jlower-registered 
‘Night and Day.’ 

Four dusky Step Bros., deucing, 
wham out some fast and handsome 
taps flavored with telling Harlem 
comedy effects. Finesse plus regis- 
tered here. Marty May cuts into biil 
twice, first for some cornbelt gags 
that cop a few laughs. They're suf- 
ficient in building up to his three 
surefire song impersonations, one. of 


a prima in falsetto, being best, with 
dancing stooge chiming in for a neat 
breakoff. 


Spicer of show is Miss Royce, 
doing her New York World’s Fair 
stripperoo, with eight trained pi- 


geons adding grace and novelty to 

her unveiling under blue lights. 
Turnout exceptionally good, holi 

day helping. Pullen. 





Tommy Cullen’s band, all-new 
crew except leader, finished season 
at Rockview Gardens, Port Jervis, 
N. Y. Old band under Eddie Regruto 
continues at Glenwood hotel, Dela- 


|; ware Water Gap, Pa. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 4, 1910 








Variety Bills 





THIS WEEK (Aug. 30) 
NEXT WEEK (Sept. 6) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Mate (3) 

Rd Sullivarg 

Harvest Moen Win 

Benny Fields 

3 Swifts 

WASHINGTON 

Capitel (6) 


Rhythm Rockeis 
Fritzi Scheff 
Joe E Howard 
Eddie Horan 

neis & Kennedys 
Pfimrose 4 
Watsen Sis 
M Montgomery 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Varameunt (4) 

Ken Murray 

Will Bradley Orc 

Tito Guizar 

Dinah Shore 

Milt Charleston 

Park & Clifford 

Betty Atkinsen 





BUFFALO 
Baffalo (6) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 

Cass Daley 

Trixie 

Tip Tap Joe 

BETROIT 

Miehigan (6) 

Charles Barnet Orc 

Ray Bolger 

Sally Romine 

Bob Evans 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Keith (6) 
Gienn Mitter Orc 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (6) 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Del Rios 
Shea & Raymond 
Date Winthrop 


(30) 
Charlie Barnet Orc 
Marty May 
4 Steppe Bros 
Rosita Royce 

DAYTON 
Colonial (6) 





Will Osborne Ore 
Masters & Rolliss 
Emerald Sis 
(30) 
Samuels Kros & V 
J & M Mulecay 
Rae & Davis 
Tommy Riggs 
7 Freddysons 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (6-8) 
3 Olympics 
Wynn Brock & A 
Ted Lester 
4 Marshalls 
Collins & Peterson 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Strand (6) 
Larry Clinton Ore 


Johnny Coy 
Sue Ryan 
(36) 
Phil Spitalmy Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (6) 


Sammy Kaye Ore 
3 Debs 
Chris Cross 
Nonchalants 
(30) 
yae Foster Gis 
Johnny Barnes 
Een Yost Co 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (5) 


lfilda, Ecktler 

Nicholas Daks 

J & L Seiter 

Hockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

Erno Rapee Symph 

Roxy (6) 

Larry Adter 

Calgary Bros 

Cariten Eromy 

3 Byrne Sis 

Melba Osborne 

(leerge Bell 

iben Yost Co 

Paul Ash Ore 
BALTIMORE 


Hippodrome (6) 
Ne'sons 
Quiatoner 
Ames & Arny 
lfenry Armetta 

Royal (6) 
John Kirty Ore 
Conway & Parks 

State (8-11) 
Corrine & Cole 
Kozloff Co 
((me to fill) 
(5-7) 
Mack & Fay 

starr, Rolle & D 

‘olemen Clark Co 

CAMDEN 

Towers (6-8) 
Fraday Co 
Roy Smeck 


Eddie .White 
Shyrcttos 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (6) 
Jack Laflin U 
Mary Carlisle 
(39) 
Glenn Gray Ore 
Cass Daley 
Ray & Trent 
HARTFORD 
State (6) 
Gene Krupa Or 
Arnaut Bros 
G & B Maison 
§ Honeys 
NEWARE 
Adams (6) 
Andrews Sis 
Joe Venuti Orc 
Kine & Arlina 
Al Norman 
MILWAUKEFR 
Riverside (6) 
Jane Froman 
Gene Sheldon 
Marty May 
Jack Leonard 
Glee Club 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (6-9) 
Floyd Christy 
Rimacs 
PITMAN 
Broadway (7 only) 
Lewis & Wells 
Corrien & Cole 





Liarr & Estes 


Kozloff Co 








World’s Fair 





American Jubilee 


Lucy Monroe 
Paul Haakon 
Ray Middleton 


Aquacade 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Kleanor Helm 
Buster Crabbe 
Saxon Sis 
Frank Libuse 
Margot Brander 

Brazilian Bidg 
Romeo de Silva Orc 
Elsie Houston 

Barbary Ceast 
Kay Parsons 

Dance Campus 
Bob Chester Ore 
Harry James Orc 
Gay New Orleans 
Jay Freeman Orc 
Emmett Otdficid Co 
Muriel Page 
Mark Plant 

Ben Dova 
Carlos & Carita 
Ann Lewis 


Ruby Mercer 
Carrie Finnelil 
Berry Bros 


Albertina Rasch G 


Pabst Blue Ribbon 
Gardens 

Bob Norris Orc 

Streets of Paris 

Gypsy Ruse Lee 

Hylton Sis 

Milton Watson 

Enis Beyer 

F & J Hubert 

Winter Woaderland 

B & B Wade 

Alex Hurd 

Al Surette 

Genevieve & Stanl’y 

Mary Jane Halsied 

May Judels 








Elizabeth Cravens 

Sig Steinwall 

Duke & Sloaa 
Zembie 

John Kirby Orc 

Velero Sis 

Violeta 

Les Tropicales 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY | 


Armande’s | 


rank 
Maggi 
Vedrito 


Barney Gallant's 


Ann 
{revue 
Carter 


Virginia Gibson 
| Dorothy Blaine 


| Loretta 
kreda 
Russell 


Bea 

| Sonny 
Chavez 
Yvonne 
; Vi 
Bill 
Don Sy 
| Angelo 
| Pat Wi 
Lynn 
| Mova ¢ 


Barbara Lamarr 


Madaiyn White 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 


| Lulu 
Fred B 
Spike 
| tlarold 
Harry 
Bernie 


Brown Derby 


| Edith } 
M Stan 
Betiv J 


John Stecl 


Margie 


Cafe Pierre 


Dolores 


Bob Knight 
Cafe 
Teddy Wilson 


Palmer 
Barclay 


Sullivan 


Kendis Ore 


toria Cordova 


Bertolotti's 


& Marion 


Rates 


Mandella Or 
MeNetlis 


Ore 


& thowte 


Lane 
& Farrar 
eheomber 


Ore 
Bouvier 


ivio Ore 
Ore 
lliams 


iifford 


ishop 
Harrison 
Willard 
Donnelly 
Grauer 


toark 
p 
icDonald | 


Kelly 


Anderson 
Ore 





Society 
| 


Ore | 


Hazel Scott 


Golden 
Albert 


Gate 4 
Ainmons | 


Pete Johnson 


Chateau Moderne 
Maurice 


Irving 


Cc 


(s Ane? 


Peter B: 


Jack W 
Pat Ha 
| Fy 
Lil 


an 
“an 
Clul 
Don Mi 
lia 
ABC 3 


Cub: 


Consuelo 


iL 
Dolores 
Von ¢ 


mm Ode 


Diamor 


Noble 


sie 


Shaw Ore 


Harris 
lub 18 
ews Ore 
ent Ore ! 
hite | 
rrington | 
lIlvers 

Dell 

» Gaucho 
Ore | 


guel 


t7itanilla 


an Casino 


Moreno 
das | 
Laurell } 
1Sanova 
f 


rd hrorseshoe 
Sissie Ore 


Den MeGrane Ore 
Bianche Ring 
Gilda Gray 
Eddie Leonard 
Julian Eltinge 
Harland Dixon 
Prof Lamberti 
Win Shaw 
Horton Spurr 
Dave Mallen 
Herman Hyde 
Sally Burrell 

Fi Chice 
Don Alberto Ore 
Joyita & Maravilla 
Jose & Paquita 
Juan Saro 
Norma Lucero 


| Zinn 


| Tony 


| Loi 


Hotel Homestead 
(Kew Gardens) 
Bill Lester Orc 
Nick King 
Lucille Wright 
Paul Anthony 
Prof Harwal 
Pat Marrow 
Hotel Lexington 


Ray McKinney Orc 
Honolulu Maids 


Hotel Lincoln 


Peggy MeCall 
Wilt Hudson Ore 


Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 


Woody Herman Or 
Dilla Gene 

Edwina Blades 
Alfred Trenkler 
Nathan Wailey 
Edith Dustman 
Roberts & Farley 
Ross MacLean 
Margaret Richmond 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Roland 

Buddy Clarke Ore 


(Cocktail Lounge) 


Marguerite Benton 
Heten Standish 
‘ncet’ Powell 
Charlie Bourne 
Esterbr’k & Farmer 


| Hotel Pennsylvania 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Hotel Savey-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
John Buckmaster 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Arthur Ore 
Muriel Lane 
Tommy Taylor 


Hotel St. Morits 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Marcella Hendricks 
kmile Boreo 
Gonzalo & Christine 
Hotel St Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Waldos'no Rhumba 
Morley & Gearheart 
Rita Lupinos 
Virginia Dolf 
Barbara Woods 
Henri Noel 


Hotel Taft 
Frankie Masters Or 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roef) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
June Robbins 
Lew Sherwood 
Leonard 
Drake 
& Jeanne 


Johnny 
Gower 
Hurrieane 
Eddie Bush Orc — 
Fauste Curbello Or | 

Romo Vincent 
Moore & Revel 
Jerry Kruger 
Lahni 
| Richards & Carson 
| Jimmy Kelly’s 

| Winnie Duncan 
& Schaub 
Borg 
Carter 


} Carter 
Inga 

| Betty 
Tangia 

| Helen Holmes 

} Joe Capello Ore 

| La Conga 


. ; Nore Morales Orc 
Glen Island Casino | \°°” . ~ 
(New Kochelle, NY) | Oe ee 
. eg Nena Montez 
Bobby Byrne Ore | Manon & Mignon 
Dorothy Ctaire Syltvio & Melba 
Jimmie Palmer 
Pancho & Dolores La Marquise 
a William Palermo O 
P a . vuiese | Muriel Welch 
asino | Chris Curtis 
Diana Del Rio | Frances Connolly 
! Ruth Kidd | Jeanne Jordan 
Marvy Jane Brown 
pte ly + onto Larue 
ra McCormick Eddie Davis Ore 
Sylvia Barry Joseph Smith Or 
Le Coq Rouge 
Havana-Madrid , . . 
O De La R ‘ Nickt Raymond Ore 
Presi age — 5 sre | James Reynolds 
ua Oo Sanabria Or Carrol Koya 
Sergio Orta | Tisdale 3 
Fisiela & Papo } Carine 
aruja Serrano | 
Arturo Cortez Leon & Eddle’s 
Albert Torre 
tat Pine s Lou Martin Ore 
te R onli | Eddie Davis 
is Vigoss ‘ 
| i ; |} Archie Robbins 
Hickory House Stan Kess 
Joe Marsala Ore Yvette Dare 
Dolores del Carmen 
Hotel Astor Anthony, Allen & H 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore | Denise Anderson 
Cesar & Rosita 
ne Senet Old Roumanian 
betieien te 7s Frankie Booth 
| Bie eve re Jackie Stewart 
| Zito Ore 
. a Jean Lee 
|} Sonny Tufts 


Hotel Belvedere 


Ron 
. Hote 


Perry 


Ore 
1 Biltmure 


| Ray Heatherton Ore 


Gloria 


Hope 


Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 


| Eddie 
Hot 


Lane Ore 
el Edison 


Gray Gordon Ore 


Hotel 


Essex House 


| 
| Al Kavelin Ore 
| 


Marlyn 
fmogen 


Stuart 


Joe La Porte’s Ore 
Pago Pago Club 
Armando Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
Hilda Moreno 
Tani 

Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Joe Ravazo 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 


Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 





Carpenter 


Carol Dennison 


| Barry Winton 
| Julian & Marjor 


i Ren 
, Elvira 


' Virginia Hays 


'Consnelo Flowerton 
Juanita Miller 
| Estelle 


Jayne 


Rainbow Grill 
Ore 


Rainbow Room 


Cutler Ore 
hiios 
Monna Montes 
Jose Fernandez 
Whitson Bros 


Riviera 

(Ft. Lee, N.J.) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Pancho (Ore 
Harry Richmaana 
Joe E Lewis 
Sophie Tucker 
Chandra-Kaly 
Chester Hale Gls 
Ross-Fenton Farme 
(Asbury Park, N.4.) 


Eddie Oliver Ore 


Bar of Musie 
Maxine Lewis 
Bill Jordon 
George Kent 
John Hale 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 


3 St John Bros 

Patricia Way 

The Albins 

Gord’n's Racketeers 

Velascos 

Herb Shriner 

Johnny Richards O 
Club Bali 


Bruz Fietcher 
Nellie Lutcher 
Cocoanut Grove 
Happy Felton 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Farl Carroll 
Francis & Gray 
Slate Bros. 
Fay Carroll 
Bob Bromley 
Frakson 
Bob Williams 
Red Dust 
Bill Brady 
Lolita & Ardo 
Jean Tighe 
Edward Agullar Or 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Marie Frey 
NTG & H' wood Rev 
Clymes Troupe 
Daryl Harpa Ore 
41 lub 
Ben Frommer 
Debonairs Ore 
Grace Hayes 
Peter ‘Linda’ 
Gadin Ling 
Grace Hayes 
Sibyl Bowan 
Arthur Bernat 
it Cafe 
Al Graham Ore 


lodge 
lia 


=_ 


Ambassador Hotel 


(Pump Keom) 
Jerry Shelton Ore 
Virginia Hays 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Phil Levant 
Gale Robbins 
Ashburns 
Hadley Gis 
Betty Grey 
Blackhawk 

Dick Shetton Cre 
4 Inkspots 
Don & Beverly 
Blackstone Hotel 

(Balinese Kw.) 


tore 


Gioria Faye 


Geo Deveon Cre 
Bon Air 
Abe Lyraan Ore 
Jane Froman Ore 
Russell Swann 
Readinger Twins 
Lathrop Bros & Lee 
Dan Sfterlings U1 
Rose Gls 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 


Charlotte Morris 
Cecile Pittman 
Jeanie Hartley 
Bob Billings 

Broad mont 
Whitman 
Lou 


Flo 
Nyra 
Sharone Stringer 
Whitman Gls 
Herb Rudolpns 
Chez Paree 
Emil Coleman Ore 
| Kitty Carlisle 
|} Danny Kaye 
Cole Pancers 
Kepby May 
Glot:ia Day 
Evans Gis 
Club Alabam 
Adelaide I 
Marion M 
Harriet 
Allen Coe8 
Bernie Adler 
Jackie Alien 
Inez Gambo! 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
DNorothv Dale 
Ecair Roth 
Club Minuet 


Ore 


aMar 
ore 


Norris 


Ore 


Colleen 

Diane Clifion 
Verva Bell 
Fillmore Sherman 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 


Colony Club 


Sacasas Ore 
Monchita Ore 


Coloslmos 
Violet Carson 
Bobby Pinks 
Yvette Rugel 
Mary Grart 
Jack Prince 
F Quartell Ore 
Pronaph Gls 

Club Delisa 
Billy Mitchell 
Cycicne Morgan 
Billie Eckstein 
De Alexander 





Chippie Hi) 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willie 
Charler Isom 


| Wernand Canay Ore 


fol 


| Cordano & Corinne 


' 


LOS ANGELES 


' 
| 
| 


| Paul 


! 

| 

Hildegarde 

Spivy's Roof | 

Jer!) Dersey 

Frank Shumans | 

Julie Gillespie | 
Spivy 

Rascha | 
Jolin 

i 

| 

| 

} 

| 

' 


& Mirke 


Sebastian 


Torch Club 
Barry tros Ore 
‘hick 


HMezel 


Darras 


Me Nutty 


_b Ann Rernie 


Kay MeWKay 
Versnilles 
Nicholas D'Amico O 
Pancho Ore 

Marj Gaineworth 


| Sal 


Village Harn 
Arthur Warren 
Fitzgibbons 
Ann otters 
Virginia Austin 
Radio Rubes 


Ore 


la Conga 
Felipe de Flores 
Lew Franks 
Neighbors Or 
Phillip Lopez Ore 


Paris Inna 
I.ee 


Henryson 


Vivian 
henny 
Deminic 
Hinten Sis 
Marg'rite & M'rtinss 
Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Herry Ore 


Pirates Den 
Pegleg Happeney 
Max Fidler Ore 


Seven Seas 
Tilltian Gibson 
Bop Mathews 
Miss Avalon 
Puanani 
Johnie Bright Ore 
Slapsy Maxie’s } 
lewis & Moore 
Margie Gerretson 
UOshing & Lessy 
Maxie Rosenplioom 
Cullen Richards 
Billy Burt 
J Riley Scott Ore 
Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
l.ou Sallee Ore 
Swanne Ina 
Gladys Bentley 
Kiuldie Beal 
Dudtey Dickerson 


Topsy’s 





Topsy's Girlesque 

Ross Brown 

Marvin Dal Cre 
Wilshire Bowl 

Fred Nagel 

Y \ mie ow Vi i‘ ne 


Ore 


Victor Hugo 


Mat Malneck Ore 


CHICAGO 


Partelic Gl. | 

Red Sanndersa Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


| Juiony Banga Ore 


| Joe Vera 


| 


/ 


| 


| 


| Mi 


| 
| 





| Phil 


| 
(Peacock Km) | 
Beach 


Edgewater 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Ted Ore 
erry Cone 
Tanner 
Hinrris, Claire & § 
Marvel Maxy 
Dor Dorben 
Herb Foote 
Franke's Casino 


Wally Rand 
Rae LeRoy 
Harriet Phriick 
Lord & Janis 
Billia Webb 
WA! Stephanie 
Aun Anderson 
Nick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley 
(sraemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Hla Ore 
Wyon bk 
Nord Rik 


Ivanhoe 


Weems 
I 
Milo 


eli 
Gls 


ep 


«sre 


Munroe 
aire 


hardson 


Flerence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Helen Surmner 
Al Vejrra Orc 


5. Aighon 


Bniil DeSaivi Ore 
dred Jolnsen 

Arsene Sierel 

Isobel de Marco 
Hotel La Salle 

(Blue Front Koom) 

Mar Ann 
usaders 


Liberty lon 


Maas 


Sackhley 
Ch 


SAT 


Laren Stephan 
Was t 
ie la om 


Ore 

Morrison Hotel 

(Boston Oyster 
House) 


Karl WV 


Manfrea CGotthelt 


Old Heidelberg 
Mary AleCorm 
Helen Weast 
Heidelberg Crctetieae 
Heidelberg Ens 
Totly kranzl Ore 
Kranzel Ore 


brook 


Paimer House 
(Empire Koom) 


Gary Stone 
Ray Noble Ore 
Pogzie & Yor 
Rita Roper 


Dorothy Dale 
4 Texas Eaiblers 
Abbott Dancers 
Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gane Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Raymond Scott Orc 


Dunham Singers 
Carl Marx 
Silver Cloud 
Olga Anton 
Sunny Mars 
Marrita Ryan 





Neil 


| Del 


| Daniels & 


Ruth Nixon 
Babette Gls 

Ray Steiber Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Harel Zalus 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 

Margret Faber Gls 
Rose LaRose 
Maxine de Shon 
Thelma Martand 
Ceorges & Joann 
Madie Collis 
Grayce Pryan 

Jean Mode 

Anita Lane 


| Catherine Harris 


Jo Ann Carroll 
Wilma Novak 
Lint Dawn 
Larbara Doane 
take Ore 
Tripoli 3 


PHILADELPHIA 


Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Nikki Nikolal 

Walt Temple Ore 


Club Ball 


Loretta Lane 

La Comparsa 
Jackie Cleasen 
Allen Fielding'’s Orc 
George Church 
Piedro’s Ore 
Michael & Chico 
Deloyd Mackaye 


Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 
» 


Joe Kraft Ore 

Julian & C Hall 

Tom Turner 

Marilyn Dale 
Cusane’s 

Betsy Baine 

Hiclen Doyles 

Tony Edding 

Lou Martin 

Ralph Sunner Ore 


Di Pinto's 


Joe Campo 
Pen Raymond 
Count Varfield 
Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Embassy 
Nino Nanni 
Maria Villa 
Johnny Parris 
Mendoza Trio 
Thelma Flowers 
Evergreen Casino 
Diana Reed 
Kay Allen 
Beth Challis 
Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin 
Dolly Reckless 
Dieitanos (2) 
1523 Locuat 


Bubbles Shelby 
Betty Stone 
Judy Lee 

Kay Laney 


Ore 


| Kings of Swing Or 


Gay 90's 
Williams Ore 
Harmon 
Rowe 
Henri's 
Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 

Al Blank 

crnie McGee 
Chas Verne’s Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 


Chie 
(Charles 
Karl 


John Devant 
Patricia Kingsley 
Leon & Mace 


Cass Franklin 
Glamour Gls (14) 
Helene Heath 
Frances Burke 
Patricia King 
Fontaine Ore 
Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Dave Newman 
Max Spector 


| Hopkins’Rathskeller 


frances Kay 
Agnes Barry, 
Irving Braslow Orc 
Joe McCullough 
Sandy McPhersoa 
Keeley & Ray 
Marylin Rose 
Jesse Stout 
Latimer Club 
Hopkins Trio 
Michael Travis Ore 
Eleanor Obold 
Vinda Stesehan 
Evelyn Lauchain 
Joanne Sherer 
Lexington Casino 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
Cashie Costello 
Rio 
Steffin & 
Mike 
Kello 


Craig 

Jafree 

Bros 

Day 

Harry Rose 

John, Rube & Eddy 

Lexington Trio 
Lide Venice 

John Ore 

| ink 

Wins 


Dee 


Joseph 
Haii 
on & De 
Rogers 
Little Rathekeller 


Mildred Craig 


ine 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Suzle @ 


Hal Parbour 
Yvonne Nova 
Kay La Salle 
Joy Kalese 

Rocky KElleworth 
Verne Wilson Ure 


Thompson's 16 Club | 


Ray Revnolds 
Steve Stutland Ore 
Jean Gilbert 

Lydia ttarris 
Ginger Wood 
Gladys Zitamerman 


Merry-Go-Round 
Will Asche 
Al Frement Ore 
New Penn 
| Joe Villella Ore 
| t'aters 
Bertha Peyton 
Bobby O'Neil 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
| Bob Carter 
| Winter Sis 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Nut House 


| 
Elliot & Fontaine | 
Jim Buchanon 
Villa Moderne | Harry Nosokoff 
P | Milly Wayne 
Bertels Ray Nevill 
ires Moods i i Blok 
Lester Ohman tH Kieiw 
Tony Cabot Ore Honey Boy 
| Buzzin Bees Ore 
| Orchard 
| a ‘ 
Winton & Diane | Jimmy Gamble Ore 
| Jay Loring 
Jackie Miles Chuck Miller 
Johnny & George 
Victor Huso Ure Pines 
Barbara Kelmore Howara Becker Or 
Minstrel! Tavern Mac Harris 


Lorraine Chevals 
Ed MeGoldrich, Sr 
Wagner & Lola 
Margie Marsh 
Cissie Loftus 
Marriott's R'm Orc! 


Manoa Ina 


Jack Hilchinson 
Holland & Barry 
Jack White to 
King & De Marco 
Jean Niles 

Nancy Newell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 


Mentgomery's 
Bobby Melivane 
Casper & Rash } 
Fran Ceswell 
Jornny Welsh 
Penn Fay Ore | 
Old Covered Wagon | 
Iwo Zolle Ore { 
Paloh Eastman } 


Mildred Rogers 





Peacock Gardens | 
Bari Denny Ore | 
| 
| 


Red Lion Inn 


Ed Chambers Ore 
Joe Foulkner 

Dot Wilson 
Frank Dumont 
Tony Gallagher 


School House Ina 
Jean O'Neill 

Andy Russell 

Suck Calhoun 
KFancho & Ce rnill 
Joe Smith 
Music Hall 
Jimmie Venuti 


Silver Take Inna 


(3) 
Ore 


Gis 


Alice Lucey 

} Geo Barker 
Mary O'lonne!l 
Franke A ra 
George Reed 
Arno & Zola 
Michey Iamilant O 
69th St Rathskeller 


| Edith 


Olive Hoyvd 
“tephano & Kirk 


Frank Ponti 
Bobby White 
Keller Twins 
B'way Debs (6) 


Dave Glass Orc 
Streets of Paris 
Mildred Benson 
4 Charms 
Virginia Worth } 
Bee Mahoffy | 
Kendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Baby 
Jack 
Island 


Hines 
Surrell 
Ramblers 
Bhowboat 
Brown ! 
Kuh & l.aurence 
Mary Snyder 
Dot Landy 
Kalo Bros 
Ed Jordaa Ore 
Spatola’s 
Susan Lang 
Hal Hoffer 
Stork Club 
Delores 
Sonny Ray 
Bert Gilbert 
Helen Wilson 
> Loose Nuts 
Frances t‘arroll 
Henry Patrick Ore 
Dorothy Dare 


Spread Bagle Inn 
Williams 
Elmer Hofman 
Ed Gormely 
Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 


A vroe 


Clem 


Jules Flacco Ore 
Curran Bligh 
Corday & Triano 
Tia 


Howard Cole 

Jack Smith 

Signor Karmine ] 
Billy Wells 

Four bays 

Chiquita Marione'es 
Elmer Selizer 
| Raths'r Eldoradians 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Filo Parker 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 
Betty Smiley 

Bill Green’s 
Walt Kane 
Don Burke 
FE Hoagland Ore 
Boogle-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Reggie Dvorak 
Max Simon 
Bishop Bros 
Ralph Wolfram 

Club Petite 
Freddy Casile 
Mary Krieg 
Sid Green 
Cork and Bottle 
Frank Shean 3 
Hotel Fort Ptit 
Ken Failey 3 
Johnny Mitchell 
Don Battist 
Vernen 

Hotel Henry 

(Silver Grill) 


Ore 


Nelson Maples Orc | 


Chuzzy Ross 





} 
} 


(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel ith Avenne 
Less Saunders 
lda Iola 
Everett 


tetty 


Haydn | 
Donahue | 
Tommy MeFfariand 
Jessica Wheatley 
Kvergreen Gardens 
Earl Tate Ore 
Jimmy Baldwin 
Nenie Walters 
Teddy Birch 
Marion Gable 
Patsy Mautre 
Rita Mack 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Kaaithues 

Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda Shiner 
Harry Bigley 
Ray Catizone 
Steve Mathews 

| 
| 


Mike Shamrelia 
Kenny wood 
Lawrence Welk Orc 
dane Walton 

Bob Pace 
} Burke 


| Chick Floyd 


| Harry Stockwell 


| Boweryettes (12) 
| Johnny King 


Benny Resh Ore 


|Carl & 


| Skippy 
| Glamour 


| Eddie Bratton Ore 


Hund's 
|} 3 Old Timers 
Sun Valley 
Screnaders | 


| radio 


| heads 


Bob Stahl 





Riviera 
Howdy PBPaum Ore 
Jean Boaz 


Ruzz Aston 
% Baumshella 
Yacht Club 
Hi Middleman 
Jerry & Turk 
Dol Kreece 
Shirley Heller 
Lou Bouers 
Eddie Metcalfe 
Kurtis Puppets 


Ore 


Sky-Vue 
Cyril Woistman Or 
Helen Young 


Unier Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Joe Shafer Ore 
Carmelita & lee 
Alfredo & Rosita 
Frank Andrint 
Webster Halil 
George Weber Ore 
West View 
Jvey Sims Ore 
Flying Orleys 
Willows 


Billy Yates Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Tharn Ore 
Arture & Evelyn 
6 Lucky Gls 
«‘arl Mueller 
Mildred Smith 

College Ina 
Hy Baren Ore 
Eddie, Sid & Val 

Freddie's Cafe 
Art Lackey Ore 
Roberto Cesteilo 
3 Riffs 
Sddie Barnes 
Manhattanettes 

Hotel Allerton 
Jonnie, S Steel 

Hetel Carter 
Rollickers 
Jack hurtze 

Hotel Cleveland 
Leighton Noble Ore 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Orc 
Marion Bowen 
Art Cutlip 

Hotel Hollenden 


George Duffy Orc 





D'Ivons 
Grace Morgan 
Hotel Stailer 
Oscar Day Ore 
Jack & Eddie's 
Broadway Billie 
Robertino, Roberts 
Bebe Sherman 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Lindsay's Bar 
Roy Raysor 
Pear! Delucca 
Judy Preston 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Versatilians 
Beb Opitz 
Mounds Club 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Saeila Barrett 
Ohio Villa 
M Spitaliny Ore 
Nortmnan & Melkay 
Lee Bartell 
V Manek Line 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Ore 
Don Kare 
Thirty-Seven Clab 
Chapelle 
Heads 


Carole 
5 Red 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Clark Ore 


(Motor Bar) 


Lowry 


Vic Abbs Orc 
Bowery 

Mitzi Green 

Barbara Bannister 

Lewis & Van 

Olga Anton 

Jay Jason 


Countess Allabazi 
Alcxandcr SedJoft 


Chas Carlisle 


Blue Lantern 
Tack Russell 
Lenena 
& Marie 
Little 
Gis (6) 
Lee Walters Ore 

Corktown Tavera 
Charley 
Hal & Dolly 
Patsy Marr 
Dillon & Carlo 
trank Reynolds 
6 Vesters 


Temple 


Page 


London Chop House 
Churchill 


Ore 


June 
Ruby 
Mar-Jo 


Nan Biokstone 





Ray Carlin Ore 


Mayfair 
Matt Page 
Glady? Hunter 
Dexter & Desmond 
Terry Bardo 
Joa Banquett 
Phil Olsen Ore 

Northwood Ina 


Rita & Rubin 

Ruth Pryor 

Eddie Kapps 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


Palm Beach 


Bobby Jones 

Carlos Vesta 

Szita & Annis 

Al & Jean Johnson 

Claire Raye Gls (5) 

Don Pablo Ore 

Huck’s Redford Ina 

Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 

Sunnie O'Dea 

Sarah Ann McCabe 

Hlarry Stevens 

Geo Bernhard Dane 

Preston Lambert 

Danny Dem: try Or 
San Diege 

Madelyn Taker 

Paul & Queta 

6 Adorables 

Kear! Beaudrie 

George Presnell 

Al Alexander Ore 

Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Reom) 
Londonaires 


WONDER BAR 
Pedro Deleon (4) 
Linda Garcia 
4 Voc? ions 





Antip Exhibs 





Continued from page 15 


their usual playing time of four ses- 
sions daily in the ace spots, and night 
clubs continue to pull heavy patron- 


age. 


Vaude-revue 


flows along on 


two-a-day, while legit, what there is 
of it, paces nightly with two mati- 


nees weekly. 
amazingly good 
winter, and 


Dance 


community 


been 
the 
concerts 


biz has 
throughout 


have proven sure revenue-getters. 


Radio Took Beating 


Just prior to, and during, the Nazi 
invasion of the Low Countries, fol- 


lowed the 


by 
hostilities, 


exit of France 
commercial 


from 


radio took 


somewhat of a biz beating as con- 


tracts eased from the air. 
| Great Britain solo, 


Now, with 
trade is flowing 


more freely to the airlanes and pros- 
pects are bright for the balance of 


the year. 
Department 


of Information, 


headed by Sir Keith Murdoch, has 
now eased news control on all com- 
mercial and national bands. 

Strange as it may seem, Aussie 


comes under 
Postmaster-General 


of 
and 


the control 
Thorby, 


with the entry of Murdoch into the 
field, air moguls didn’t know where 


several 


| they stood. Murdoch, by the way, 
Melbourne 


news- 


papers, which in turn, control some 


commercial stations 
Now, with the situation under con- 
trol, the commercials are free to go 


ahead, 


in that zone. 
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Closing of ‘Little Dog, Bangtails 


Chips Bway s Debuts: Biz Soars: 


——- 


Season of 1940-41 starts out with 
two quick flops, attractions which 
were to have been in the vanguard 
of September premieres on Broad- 
way. ‘The Little Dog Laughed’ 
stopped in Boston after being out 
two weeks, while ‘Bangtails’ was 
withdrawn in Atlantic City with only 
a week's tryout to its credit. 

Duo of closings clipped the debut 
ecard of the season’s initial month, 
one which promised to be more ac- 
tive than for the past Several years, 
The current Labor Day week will 
see but one addition to the list, a 
revival of ‘Kind Lady,’ at the Play- 
house, Next week the first new 
shows, ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shu- 
bert, and ‘Jupiter Laughs,’ Biltmore, 
will mark the start of the season 
along with Sim Bala Bim (Harry A. 
Jansen), a magic show at the Moros- 
co, while ‘There Shall Be No Night’ 
resumes for a month at the Alvin. 


Week of Sept. 16 is slated to get 
‘Johnny-Belinda,’ Belasco, and a Gil- 
pert and Sullivan trupe at the 44th 
street. Latter part of the month 
‘Old Acquaintance,’ ‘Second Helping’ 
and ‘Hot Ice’ are due, latter going 
into the Center. At this time a dozen 
attractions are dated to debut during 
October. Production activity, how- 
ever, is likely to be speeded by then 
in light of the record 
shows presented in the strawhat the- 
atres that are listed as Broadway 
possibilities, 

Survivors Are Cleaning Up 

Meanwhile, the survivors have 
been cleaning up. 
kept a goodly percentage of late 
summer visitors in town and there 
was a trek to the boxoffices, result 
being sensational business for Au- 
gust. Attractions which were sliding 
jumped to virtual, if not actual, ca- 

(Continued on page 52) 


‘Hellz,’ Finishing 2d 
Year in B’way, May 





number of | 





History Put to Music 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
Curt Bois, currently playing the 
role of a symphony conductor in 





‘Hullabaloo’ at Metro, is going back 
to the stage as producer and direc- 
tor of ‘Thank You, Columbus,’ a his- 
torical music revue. 

Piece is slated to open Nov. 12 at 
the Hollywood Playhouse, 





TOURING ‘ROAD 
TOPS BIZ OF 
BWAY 


Sensational business is being drawn 
by the road company of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ in New York neighborhood 
theatres, topping the takings of the 
Broadway company, which is still 
playing at the Forrest. Latter is ad- 
vertised as being in its last weeks. 


Though it played Brooklyn and the | 


Bronx several times previously, the 
record-run drama has been switch- 


|ing back and forth between the two 


| cent 


| 











Run Another Season’ 


“Hellzapoppin’, Winter Garden, N. 
Y., entering iis third year on Broad- 
Way after this week, may run an- 
other season. That is the expecta- 
tion Of Ojsen and Johnson on the 
strength of the boxoffice upsurge | 
through August. Most performances 
last week played to standee at- 
tendance and there was a double 
line at the boxoffice Monday aft- 
ernoon (Labor Day). Gross last week 
was $30,000, which will be topped 
this week, 

Regardless of the length of stay | 
and plans for a film which will use| 
the ‘Hellzapoppin’ title, O.&J. be- 
ing Starred, Johnson is building a/| 
dairy farm near Carmel, N. Y., 
an estimated cost of $250,000. There 
are 65 men working on the job. 

Monday (2), his June, | 
departed for Hollywood under con- 
tract with Republic for four pic- 
tures, Engagement resulted 
her former appearances. Miss 
Johnson was accompanied by her 
mother, Catherine, who will remain 
on the Coast for 4 month. Both were 


daughter, 


in ‘Hellz,’ as is Miss Johnson’s hus- 
band, Jean Meredith. Latter re- 
mains in New York with their one- 


year old child. 





Coast Group Defers To 
Theatre Guild on Title 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 
British war relief goes on under 
a new title, The Players Theatre, af- 
ter completion of the ‘Tonight at 
8:30’ series at El Capitan theatre. 
Next production is ‘Charlot’s Revue, 
opening Sept. 20. 


at | 


from | 


| Paramount, is 
/at Martha’s Vineyard. 


| 


Change@ in the title of the non- | 


profit producing company, originally 
known as the Theatre Guild of 
Southern California, the result 


wac 


of a protest registered by the Thea- | 


tre Guild in New York. 


Long rainy spell | grossed 


|ment states that 
| long as a profit is 


boroughs for the past month. In the- 
atres operated by J. J. Leventhal on 
a stock basis, ‘Road,’ 
date at the Windsor, 
$7,500 at $1.10 top. 
Brooklyn, at the Flatbush, the 


Bronx, 
In 


date at the Windsor last week and is 
currently at the Majestic, 
the Flatbush not being available. 
‘Road’ will play Newark, N. 
week, thus completing the ‘Leventhal 
Circuit,’ and then goes on tour, Ex- 
tra matinees are played in the stock 
spots, scale being 50c top. 

Last week, at the Forrest, 
weht up to around $5,500. 
it will 
earned, 
ing a low-cost operating “nut which 
permits an even break around the 
$3,000 mark, if not less. Possible 
that it will be moved to a 
theatre and continued in New 
indefinitely. 


EVANS SET FOR ROLE 
IN HAYES ‘12TH NIGHT’ 


‘Road’ 


remain as 


York 


Maurice 


opposite Helen Hayes in the Theatre 
Guild-Gilbert Miller production of 
‘Twelfth Night,’ which will open a 


| five-week preliminary tour in mid- 


October, probably in Philadelph a 
'Other members of the cast so far 
set are June Walker and Sophie 
Stewart. Latter, an English actress, 
| last appeared on Broadway in ‘Dis- 
raeli’? and has since been on the 
Coast for Metro. Miss Walker has 
been understudying Dorothy Stick- 
ney in ‘Life With Fathei : 

Margaret Webster, who directec 
the Evans productions of ‘Hamlet,’ 
‘Henry IV’ and ‘Richard Hi.’ will 
stage ‘Twelfth Night’ and Stewart 
Chaney will design the sets. Mi 
Webster. who returned east last week 
after several] months familiarizing 
herself with studio routine in prepa- 


film-director berth at 
currently vacationing 


ration for a 


Understood that Evans, who has 
had his own management for the 
last few seasons, will not have a 


share of the production on “Twelfth 
Night. He is known to have been 
anxious to give up his managerial 
responsibilities for at least a sea 

Texas Sees Romberg Operetta 

San Antonio, Sept. 3 

San Antonio will see the ithern 
premiere of the Sigmund Romberg 
Pan-American operetta, ‘Nina Rosa,’ 
on Sept. 6. 

Presentation will be by 
Civic Opera Co. 


son. 





sol 


the joca} 


on its first re- | 
gross | 
was $9,000. Drama played a second | 
Brooklyn, | 


J., next 
Manage- | 
show hav- | 


smaller | 


Evans will play Malvolio| 


Sunday Shows, Pay Boost Questions 
Seen Decided by Equiy in Late Fall 


+ a 


MOST PRODUCTIVE 
SEASON TO DATE 





20 More Rated Possibilities 
Out of the 118 Presented 
—13 Favored by Pix 


B.O.’s SPOTTY 





Summer of 1940 in the barn-belt 
theatres has been the most produc- 
| tive of Broadway possibilities than 
any season since strawhat presenta- 
| tions became an annual vogue. Of 
ithe 118 new plays and musicals 
tried out, 11 are scheduled for Broad- 
way, while 20 more are rated as pos- 
sibilities, with 13 among that com- 
bined figure favored by picture 
scouts for Holiywood whether they 
reach the boards or not. The rise in 
Broadway possibilities has only been 
made apparent during the past 
couple of weeks, after the earlier 
part of the season had indicated no 
unusual promise. 

This is far ahead of last summer 


at this time, when there was 
but one show from the = sticks 
carded for Broadway, ‘Life With 
Father. The number of possibili- 


ties then totaled 10, of which six 
| were regarded as picture material, 
out of a total of 85 tryouts. Two 
summers ago there were 140 new 
shows presented in the strawhat the- 
atres, 12 of which were considered 
; for Broadway, but few ever rang up. 
| Those which did failed to click and 
about the same result applied to the | 
previous years product. 

| Plays marked for definite Broad- 
way showing: ‘White Pony,’ 
Helping,’ ‘Carriage Trade,’ ‘Private 
Confusion,’ The Walrus and the Car- 
penter, ‘Johnny-Belyinda, ‘Two 
| Weeks With Pay’ (musical), ‘Mum’s 
the Word’ ‘(Jimmy Savo’s solo re- 
| vue), “Your Loving Son,’ ‘Fledgling,’ 
‘Many Happy Returns,’ 

Four Tryouts This Week 





| 





‘Second | 





In addition there are four plays | 
being tried out this week, two 
scripts of which are well re- 


garded. First is by Samson Raphael- 
son and a trio is by William Saroyan, 
They are: ‘In My Opinion,’ ‘Some- 
thing About a Soldier,’ ‘Sweeney in 
the Trees,’ 

Plays that may reach Broadway 
but are not yet definitely set: ‘A 
Man's House,’ ‘Mr. and Mrs, North,’ 
‘Bangtails’ (due after revision), ‘Out 


| production 
‘The Hero of the World.’ | 


fof the Frying Pan,’ ‘Jeff Comes 
| Home,’ ‘Not in Our Stars,’ ‘Romantic | 
Mr. Dickens,’ ‘Crazy With the Heat’ 


(musical), ‘By. Any Other Name,’ 
(Continued on page $2) 


Two of the major issues being con- 
Equity, 
sing 


dered by 
minimum salaries 
will prob- 


nees and ra 


from $40 to $50 weekly, 
ably not be disposed of until later in 
the fall. Both will likely be decided 
by referendum vote of the entire 
membership at the same time. 
The council could place both into 
ffect and it had been indicated that 
uld di . Upon further delib- 
eration it was decided the moves are 


if not controversial, to 
pass without membership vote. 
Should the council act without ob- 
taining the sentiment of the member- 
ship, it is felt that criticism from the 
latter might result. 

If the referendums are decided 
upon, the process could hardly be 
completed within 60 days, which 


too important 


would mean that the results would 
not be final until some time in No- 
vember. It known that there is 

difference of opinion in the coun- 
cil over both proposals and that 
would indicate a similar condition 


among the members. 

Equity leaders favored trying Sun- 
for an entire season after the 
and musicians agreed to 


, 
uays 


stage hands 


Sunday perform- | 





AGMA and the Italian Opera Singers 
Situation Stalls Met’s ’40-41 Plans 





Pons’ Drummer Role 


Lily Pons starts next week to 
take drumming lessons in prepa- 
ration for the part of a drum- 
mer-girl in ‘Daughter of the 
Regiment,’ which the Metropoli- 
tan Opera will revive for her, 
Prima donna flew east last week 
to join her mother at her Silver- 
mine (Conn.) home, after mak- 
ing several concert appearances 
on the Coast. She starts her 
winter concert season Sept. 26. 

Coloratura-soprano and _ her 
conductor-husband, Axdre Kos- 
telanetz, will guest on the first 
program of the new Ford pro- 
gram, Sept. 29. It will be Kos- 
telanetz’s first appearance on the 
show. He’s currently scoring a 
puppet film for Paramount. He 
also has a new commercial radio 
series on the fire. 


“AMER. JUBILEE’ 
SET FOR TOUR 
OF 35 WKS. 








+ 





| Alexis De Paolis, 





Edward Johnson, general manager 
of the Metropolitan Opera Co., back 
from a Canadian vacation, starts the 
preening necessary for the Met's 56th 
season in New York. To date not a 
single singer has been signed to a 
contract of the 100 odd who will ap- 
pear at the house. 


Both the drawn-out battle with the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
which recently ended in the first 
AGMA-Metropolitan contract, and 
the European war have seriously af- 
fected the Met’s plans for its coming 
season. The Met, having secured 
$1,000,000 plus from the public, will 
have all the necessary funds it needs 
for talent. 


The Italian situation still remains 
unchanged, and it is not yet known 
which of the prominent artists of 
Italy will be available for the forth- 
coming season. These singers are 
among the Met’s direct needs though 
the Wagnerian wing still remains the 
most popular with the promised re- 
turn of Kirsten Flagstad. 


The Met has been keeping an eagle 
eye on the Buenos Aires season in 
Argentina, the Italian season of 
which has just ended. The Italian 
government released a number ofits 
singers for the season, including 
Galliano Masini, tenor; Ebe Stignani, 
contralto; Salvatore Baccolini, bass: 
Armando Borgioli, baritone: Bruno 
| Landi, tenor; Tito Schipa, tenor, and 
secondary tenor. 


‘American Jubilee’ will tour after Of these singers the Met is endeavor- 
all, historical spectacle at the New | 1n& to secure the first three, but isn’t 
York World's Fair, going out for a San yee erenis interested in the others, 


projected 35 weeks under the man- 
agement of a group headed by Al-| 
bert Johnson, who conceived and 
staged the show. Deal had been 
stymied earlier because of the per- 
centage of royalties asked by the 
Fair Corp. 
was signed Friday (30). 

As currentiy presented, ‘Jubilee’ 
performance runs one hour and 15 
minutes. It will be extended to two 
hours by Oscar Hammerstein and | 
Arthur Schwartz, who wrote and | 
composed the spec, Katherine Little- 
field will stage additional dance 
numbers, Show will be newly cos- 
tumed and the additional cost of the 
will be around $75,000. 
The enormous revolving stage will 
not be used, Johnson having con- 
ceived a new method 
‘Jubilee.’ 

It will probably be the biggest 
show ever trouped to date. Between 
350 and 400 people will be carried. 


Bookings have been arranged with 
the Arena Managers Assn., with 


(Continued on fi 50) 


forego double pay for such perform- 


unions established the 


ances, Latter 

double rate only after Equity did so 
Expectation of the managers for a 
thorough Sunday trial may be real- 
ized therefore at a time when the 
new season is in full stride. But it 
is up to the members who voted 
against Sundays previously. 

There is a known difference ove! 
raising the minimum, too. Actol 
leaders are against the proposal! on 
the ground that it may reduce the 
number of smaller parts. But the 
talk in actor clubs and other places 


where professionals assemble favors 
the boost, the rank and filers par- 
ticularly wanting the increase. None 
of the earlier productions this 


would be concerned, since it is 
doubtful that the boost would be 
retroactive if it is voted in. 

Equity is expected to renew the 


nent with the managers, 
ng carded for deci- 
t council session Tues- 
would carry the code 
along for another season but it now 
is virtually certain that the stipula- 
tion will be made in respect to the 
raising of the minimum. 


basic agies 
that 
sion at tne nex 
day ‘10). It 


matter De 


; tenor named Mirasou, 


The deal for the rights | 





| 


of staging | 


all of whom were former members of 
the company. 
Also in South America 
Also singing in South America is a 
upon whom 
the Met is casting eyes. Other pos- 
sibilities of foreigners in this country 
(Continued on page 51) 


‘2 PAY CHANGES INVOLVE 
AFM, ORCHS IN LEGIT 


Two 
With 








pay. changes in connection 
legit theatre orchestras have 
been decided on by the musicians 
union in. N. Y. Contractors for the 
pit outfits are those concerned 
Rule is that the contractor 
musical comedy receive 50% 
than the scale for the men, who get 
$80 weekly. It was found that the 
contractors were receiving $98: so 
to conform with the percentage, they 


for 
more 


are now to get $120. In straight 
ishow houses it was found that the 
}contractor was being overpaid at 
$89, as the men’s scale is $56. In 
such theatres he will now get $84 
Scale for leaders of musical 
comedies is $140 minimum but few 


conductors work at that figure, their 
pay being a matter of negotiation 
with the producer. Managers have 
no basic agreement with the mu- 
siclans union, previous scales being 
used from season to season. 


No Verdict Yet on Agcy. 
Law Curbing Premiums 





No decision has been handed down 
in the application for an injunction 
by ticket brokers restraining Paul 
Moss, N.Y. licence comm oner, and 
Lewis J. Valentine, the city’s police 
head, from enforcing the Mitchell 
law limiting the premiums on all 
tickets to 75¢c over the boxoffice 
price. Briefs of opposing counsel 


were filed with Judge J. Sidney 


Bernstein on Aug. 19. 


season | 


Agency people took action because 
the law limits prices on attractions 
outside of legit, principally sporting 
events, fights, football and hockey 
in particular. 

The ticket code limiting premiums 
on theatre tickets only will probably 
be continued through the new sea- 
son. Feelers were sent out to the 
brokers about again subscribing to 
the code. Half a dozen small agency 
operators signified their intention to 
do so. 
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Nat'l Playgoers Guild in St. Louis Deal 


For 4 Bway Plays, Stacking Up vs. UBO 


a mes 


St. Louis, Sept. 3. 

Hal Olver, general manager, and 
‘Doc’ Howe, special representa- 
tive of the National 
Guild, New York, completed a deal 
Friday (30) with Guy Golterman, lo- 
cal grand opera impresario, whereby 
four Broadway shows of NPG will 
be shown here this season. It will 
mark the first time in years that 
United Booking Office attractions 
will have opposish in this burg. 
Shows booked from New York have 
played the American theatre, the 


sole legiter here, which has a UBO | 


contract. 
While only one downtewn theatre, 
the Orpheum, is available, Olver 


and Howe learned it is owned by | 


the Cella brothers, who also own the 
American and the Shubert. 
latter is in midtown and has been 
leased to Sam Reider, who is ready- 
ing the house for burlesk. The 
Cellas won’t rent the Orpheum for 
any legit shows because of its com- 
petish to the American. 

Plays coming here this season are 
‘The Second Man,’ ‘Missouri Legend,’ 
‘Step This Way’ and ‘Morning's at 
Seven.” The playdates are Dec. 9 
and 30, Feb. 10 and March 10, re- 
spectively. 

Golterman will use the opera house 
in the city’s $7,000,000 Municipal Au- 
ditorium for the shows. The house 
has a_ seating capacity of 3,400, 
larger than any legit house in town. 
Golterman has long been identified 
in the entertainment field here, hav- 
ing specialized in bankrolling con- 
cert artists and abbreviated grand 
opera. seasons, 

In the halycon days of legit St. 
Louis boasted three houses, the Jef- 
ferson (Erlanger), Shubert (Shu- 
bert) and the American (UBO). The 
Jefferson was torn down more than 
15 years ago and the Shubert be- 
came a WB talker house, later pass- 
ing into the hands of Fanchon & 
Marco, which operated it as a sub- 
sequent-run flicker theatre until the 
lease expired. The house has been 
shuttered for more than three years. 


‘Skylark’ in 4,000 Seater 
Des Moines, Ia., Sept. 3. 

Des Moines’ 4,000-seat Shrine au- 
ditorium will open its fall legit sea- 
son Sept. 18 with Gertrude Law- 
rence in ‘Skylark.’ The Des Moines 
theatre has been given a $3,000 reno- 
vation. Flora Robson follows Oct. 30 
in ‘Ladies in Retirement.’ 

Grace Moore, forced by illness to 
cancel her appearance here last year, 
will sing at the Shrine auditorium 
Nov. 6. Several hundred tickets 
whieh were sold last year still are 
being held by customers and will be 
honored at the boxoffice for this ap- 
pearance. 

Tallulah Bandhead in ‘Little 
Foxes,’ Nov. 20, is to be followed by 
a ‘Tobacco Road’ third session here 
Nov. 24. Katharine Hepburn’s ‘Phil- 
adelphia Story’ is scheduled Dec. 18. 

Mpls. Looks Up 
Minneapolis, Sept. 3 

With more legit shows already 
definitely booked than in_ recent 
years, liveliest stage show season 
within memory seems in prospect 
here. Legit season will be launched 
unusually early, too, with Gertrude 
Lawrence coming into Lyceum in 
‘Skylark’ Sept. 19-21. Manager Leo 
Murray of that house also announces 
this impressive lineup to follow: “Too 
Many Girls,’ Sept. 24-27; John Bar- 

ymore in ‘My Dear Children,’ Oct. 

-5; ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Oct. 25- 
26: ‘Tobacco Road,’ week of Oct. 27; 
‘Little Foxes,” Nov. 14-16; ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ week of Nov. 17: 
‘Time of Your Life,’ Dec. 5-7; Kath- 
arine Hepburn in  ‘Philadelyohia 
Story’, Dec. 12-14; ‘There Shall Be 
No Night,’ with Lunt and Fontanne, 
Jan. 22-25, and ‘Pins and Needles,’ 
April 24-26. 

There will be a dramatic stock of- 
fering a month, starting in October 
and running through the following 
April, sponsored by Henry Adrian. 
After the engagement here plays 
will be presented in 13 other Minne- 
sota communities comprising the 
circuit for one or two-night stands. 
Two of the plays definitely sched- 
uled are ‘First Lady’ and ‘Personal 
Conservation’, The other five offer- 
ings, Adrian says, will be ‘Mornings 
at Seven,” ‘Margin for Error,’ ‘Shoe- 





maker's Holiday,’ ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ and ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’. After his recent return 


from New York, Adrian announced 
that he already had signed Francis 
Lederer and Madge Evans as guest 
stars for ‘Personal Conversation’. He , 
says he will select his other guest: 


| stars—one or more for each attrac- 


Playgoers , 


The | 


j}run commencing Sept. 
| Little Foxes,’ 


tion—from Ruth Chatterton, Elissa 
Landi, Kitty Carlisle, Margo, Violet 
Heming, Luise Rainer, Frances Far- 
mer, Lionel Stander, Edward Everett 
Horton, Ramon Novarro, Jack Oakie, 
Richard Arlen and Ezra Stone. 

The University of Minnesota Play- 
house will open with ‘Peer Gynt,’ 
Oct. 17-22. 
be offered. 


Buffalo Added by ATS 


Buffalo, Sept. 3. 

Buffalo has been added to the The- 
atre Guild-American Theatre Society 
circuit for six productions during 
the coming season, according to 
manager Robert Stevenson of the 
local Erlanger. 

Seasons opens with ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ Oct. 10. Other shows will in- 
clude ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
‘Time of Your Life,’ ‘Fifth Column,’ 
‘Twelfth Night’ and ‘Ladies in Re- 
tirement.’ 


Columbus Opens With ‘Foxes’ 
Columbus, O., Sept. 3. 
Hartman theatre, only local legit 
house, opens season with three-day 
26 of ‘The 
with Tallulah Bank- 


| head. 


Manager Bob Boda announces the- 
atre will be in New York Theatre 


| Guild route, offering ‘There Shall Be 


No Night,’ starring Alfred Lunt and 


Lynn Fontanne; Katharine Hep- 
burn’s ‘Philadelphia Story,’ ‘Fifth 
Column,’ with Franchot Tone; 


‘Twelfth Night,’ with Helen Hayes; 
Flora Robson in ‘Ladies in 
ment,’ and Eddie Dowling in ‘Time 
of Your Life’, 


— 


Portland, Ore., Teeoff 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 3. 
legit show of the season 
opened yesterday (Monday) at the 
Mayfair for three days. Gertrude 
Lawrence in ‘Skylark,’ at $2.75 top, 
connected for a big advance sale. 
Burg turned out in force in spite of 

the heat. 





First 





Am. Jubilee 


Continued from page 49 





‘Jubilee’ to be spotted in places like | 


the Chicago Coliseum, Madison 
Square Garden and Boston Garden. 
All of the present equipment will 
be used, including the old motor cars, 
The horses also will go along. Vir- 
tually all of the present cast and 
ensembles are to be engaged, but 
other name players will be added. 
‘Jubilee’ was produced at a cost 
of $480,000. It was never expected 
to turn a profit, but the Fair hoped 
to at least recapture the investment. 
It has failed to do so. Spec had been 


drawing more than capacity up to 
the time of the recent rains. Fair 
ends ‘permanently’ Oct. 27.  Esti- 
mated that the operating red most 


|of the earlier months was around 
| $7,000 weekly, so that the total cost 
may exceed $600,000. However, 
‘Jubilee’ was intentionally designed 


to bolster the amusement area and in 


that respect it may be considered a 
success, As an attraction it has been 
widely conceded the finest presenta- 
tion of its kind ever staged. 


Johnson is president of American 
Inc., owner of the touring 
man- 


Jubilee, 
rights. Nick Holde, 
ager of ‘Jubilee’ during the 
half of the season, will have 
same post with the road outfit. 
Jamin Pepper, an attorney, is 
lary. 


general 
first 
the 
Ben- 


secre- 


Fire Backstage 
A fire backstage of ‘American 


Jubilee,’ incidentally, was discovered 


Six other plays are to| 


Current Roadshows 


(Week of Sept. 2) 





(Ed 
Wynn)—Shubert, Boston (47). 

‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jol- 
son, Martha Raye)—Forrest, Phila- 
delphia. 


‘Boys and Girls Together’ 


son —Curran, San Francisco 
‘Male Animal’ (Elliott 
Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. 


Nugent)— 


ton Webb) — Masonic 
| Rochester, N. Y. (5-6). 

‘Life With Father’ 
Percy Waram)—Biackstone, Boston. 


Auditorium, 


‘Meet the People’-Geary, San 
| Francisco. 
| ‘Meet the People’—Music Box, 
| Hollywood. 


‘Mulatto’—Flatbush, Brooklyn. 

‘Outward Bound’ (‘Laurette Tay- 
lor) -— Brighton, Brighton Beach, 
a. - 

‘Skylark’ 
Mayfair, Portland, Ore. (2-4); Pin- 
ney, Boise, Idaho (6); 
Lake City (7). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Masque, Newark, N. J. 

‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Name cast, for 
British War relief)—El Capitan, 
Holly woed. 





House, Chicago. 


PROVINCETOWN 
PLAYHOUSE 





Retire- | 


| by first-string New 


Attempt to raise $12,000 to save the 


| old Provincetown Playhouse, Green- 
| wich Village, N. Y., from demolition 
|is being made by friends of Mrs. 
| Jennie Belardi, owner of the house 


for more than 25 years. Theatre, in 
which a score of present-day well- 
knowns in films and legit got their 
start, was placed in receivership two 


| weeks ago by the New York supreme 


court, 


Coin to redeem the property is be- 
ing sought from actors, directors and 
technicians who have worked at the 
Playhouse, as well as Greenwich Vil- 
lagers who fear that the receiver 
will have the building torn down if 
it gets out of Mrs. Belardi’s hands. 

Originally a stable, Provincetown 
was converted into a theatre in 1916. 
It was at one time regularly covered 
York drama 
crix, who sat on its hard, straight 
benches to see early works of such 
writers as Eugene O'Neill and Paul 
Green; the performances of such 
players as Bette Davis, Paul Robe- 
son, Helen Westley; the direction of 
Kenneth MacGowan, and the sets of 


Robert Edmond Jones and Cleon} 
Throckmorton, which first came to 
light on the MacDougal street stage 

In recent years, the theatre has 
been an off-and-on proposition. For 
more than a year it was rehearsal 
and business headquarters for the 


Federal Theatre Project. It has been 
variously used by little theatre, 
Equity and non-Equity groups 
Present receivership is in a fore- 
closure action by Hyman _ Boriss, 
holder of a second mortgage of 
$2,500 on the property, assessed at 
more than $100,000. Court has 
ordered it sold at auction within the 
next two months, but Mrs. Belardi 
has the right up to the date of sale 
to redeem the house. Dry Dock Sav- 


ings Bank holds the first mortgage, 
$65,000. There are arrears of about 
$9,000 on the mortgages, interest and 


taxes. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


early Monday (2) some time after the 
final Sunday performance.  Fair’s | 
fire department confined the blaze | 


to the male ensemble’s dressing room 
building, which was destroyed along 
with 315 costumes. Fire was 
secret from the press for fear it 
would affect Labor Day business. 
However, the Fair management 
went into action. Jimmy Stroock of 
the Brooks Costume Co., who out- 
fitted the show, was reached at his 
apartment around 2 a.m. He as- 
sembled a working force at the cos- 
tume plant on Sixth avenue and 
rigged out the 48 men used in the 
ensembles from stock. Meantime, the 
Fair’s emergency crew erected a new 
dressing room and the first show 
was played on schedule Monday 
afternoon. 
Labor 


Day attendance was re- 


kept | 


THIS WEEK 
(Opened Monday 
otherwise noted) 

‘The Hero of the World,’ by Wil- 
liam Saroyan, at Millpond playhou.ce, 
Roslyn, L, I. 

‘Something About a Soldier,’ by 
William Saroyan, at Bucks County 
playhouse, New Hope, Pa. 

‘In. My Opinion,” by Samson 
Raphaelson, at Berkshire playhouse, 
| Stockbridge, Mass. 

‘A Policeman’s Lot,’ by Philip 
Goodman and Mrs. Lilly C. Good- 
man, at Ivoryton (Conn.) playhouse. 
| ‘Back to Eden,’ by William Bower, 
{produced by Arthur J. Beckhard at 
, Assistance League playhouse, Holly- 
|wood (opened last ‘night—Tuesday ). 
‘Zone of Quiet,’ by Dr. Leon H. 


(2). unless 


ported the biggesf since the opening ; Dembo, at Hanna theatre, Clevel>nd 


of ‘Jubilee.’ 


| (apens tomorrow—Thursday 


‘Ladies in Reirement’ (Flora Rob- 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- | 


(Lillian Gish, | 


(Gertrude Lawrence)— | 


Utah, Salt | 


‘Too Many Girls’——-Grand Opera 


ASK 126 TO SAVE 


|an ad in the help wanted columns | 


Saroyan’s Three Strikes and Qut: 
‘Sweeney, Hero’ and ‘Soldier’ in ] Wk. 





Pt 
{ 
: , 
° Saroyan play perfunctorily. There's 
Sweeney in the Trees | ‘Hero of the World’ for instance. 


Cape May, N. J., Aug. 29. ‘Hero,’ amid its many confusions in 
Allegory in three acts (one scene) by its allegorical, symbolic treatment ef 
| William Saroyan; staged by Hugh Rennie; | life and death ‘in Europe and Amer- 


choreography, Eliwood Dougherty; acom- | ica,’ apparently has no basic premise 

panists, Louis Pelanski and William N. 7 i] stabl lusi 

Wenger: presented by T. C. Upham at the for an equally unstable conc usion, 
| Cape theatre, Cape May, N. J*, week of | Saroyan is dealing in ‘heroes’ whom 

Aug. 27, '40 f one can presume to be those newly 

on, 5 negepdananoeae oe Ment”Herbert |born reared in the face of universal 
| Hmma Elixa........ ceaeeeeeeee Julie Haydon | adversity. He has taken two such 
| Alice Liliacik.......0e. ah oy Bishop |characters and more or less—mostly 
| luke Padgett...........++. ichael Ingram | jess—moulded his drama around 
| Socrates Nikolas Okadepeules..Pete Xantho | a . 2 ° ° r 

Francis Shakesplerce......... Floreng Ames | them, keeping pace with their child- 
| Sweeney’# Death...........0.- Roger Tracy | hood, adolescence and adulthood. 
| Peres. . oso evesesesecoes a gy ete | There are a couple of excellent 
| COMNBUCIR. ..ccccccccccecccesas synne Carter | P ~ > : ; ‘ , 

PC  cccenecdeaadoeses wa G. W. Johnaton | eee studies in Hero, but cer- 
SS rae Jill Stern | tain y, in general, they suffer he 4 
| Evangeline........... Peres Joan Stone | comparison with others for whic 
Manag oh aaa ane ae Se | Saroyan has carved himself a niche 

olas - TALOSB. wee cree eeees 3 ic 4 s s ° s g = 
| Postal Messenger........ ...Louis Beachner | 1! play wrighting. There is, for ex- 

Tin Hepho.......cccccesccccsess Pat Fahey | ample, the early scene in the second 

GEE Ee Tadeus Kewal |} act when the ‘philosopher’ and his 
7 Ps wv wake 0s 6eeeehnc nek Ira M. Wetger | ; t : 

| companion rade some amusing 


, | dialog whose subject is comparative- 
| ‘But, my dear,’ said a sweet young ly inconsequential. Before then, the 
thing as she stumbled out of the) first act is subdued by excessive 
Cape theatre in a daze, ‘If Saroyan talk that sets that stage none too 
wrote this, it must have a message.’ | steadily, while the rest of the sec- 
The message—if any—is admirably | ond act and third nave only sparks 
| hidden among the greatest collection| of the nifty dialog with which 
|of hodgepodge, Gertrude Steinesque | Saroyan has achieved prominence. 
dialog and wacky bits of stage busi-| The Millpond Players, with Alan 
ness that it has been this reviewer's | Courtney, Richard Brooks and David 
misfortune to witness. Even Bill| Lowe listed as the presenters, have 
Saroyan admits his bafflement with) been faithful to the original script, 
this brainchild in his foreward to with Lowe, who also staged, also 
ithe play. Says Saroyan: | occupying a spot as commentator to 
‘A play, a dream, a poem, a trav-| bridge the gaps between confusion 
esty, a fable, a symphony, a parable, and time. Of the individual per- 
a comedy, a tragedy, a farce, a vaude-| formers of this non-Equity group, 
ville, a song and dance, a statement | Claudia Walden stands out as the 
on money, a report on life, an essay, Colored mammy. : 
on art and religion, a theatrical en-| , There are no settings. Light and 
tertainment, a circus, anything you Shadows supply the heavy atmos- 
like, or whatever you please.’ | phere needed. Along with Saroyan. 


This gives a rough —very rough— | paige 
idea of ‘Sweeney in the Trees.’ It’s . . 

'a hunk of Dali art brought to life. Something About a Soldier 
There is no story to speak of. The New Hope, Pa., Sept. 2. 
hero is Michael Sweeney, who puts| Comedy in three acts by William Saroyan; 
presented by Kenyon Nicholson and Theron 


| Ramberger: fucks oC , Play ; 
eo that he can talk & peemle who} Set Oe ee ann ae 
are looking for work. The only | opened Sept. 2, '40; top $2.20 ; 
other thing he does is take money} Osexr Peurock. -Crahan Denton 
from his pockets and kick it around.| 1!) teense eer eeeeees Katherine Kmery 
This “eu sed t b dl bolic f ee er Cee eT eee te Dickie Van Patten 
Us 1S suppose 0 e€ symsoic oO Cookie Laurue... .»-..-- Alfred Etcheverry 
something. M BeNNABONT. .ccccces Morton L,. Stevens 
- > Miss Goose Oe cae eae Beck Gk j 
The first person who answers the! {j\".“ va filitepeancnsiitc pts ened 
ad is a character named Jim Lark,! Father Totter..............Robert Emhardt 
who whistles like a bird and talks| (ieneral Mallurd....eees....--A. J. Herbert 
about living in a tree. (There's a a Bhan <cow R B arbatetataba Eire ig Bn te 
tree in Sweeney’s office that grows} Rouben Akarian..:.sceees-. Thomas Filiott 
|from a sapling to a full-grown oak | Officer Hoot...........+... Carter Blake 
in one day). Another job-seeker is fre man. Pence Ik. Fleming Ward 
: sittle Girls 
a dreamy kid who repeats on at least ; venus Slack Sally Nimick, Elizabeth 
24 occasions this line: ‘I must have a Nimick, Polly Gnagy 
job—I want to raise a family.’ anid B ie ie 
iles Yelany tobby »opes, Stephen 
The other characters who walk on Nagy, Kenneth Jeffries. Paul Jeffries, 
and off the stage on odd occasions Kent Datlett 
Radio Technician, Jack Geer 


| include a singing teacher (Julie Hay- 
don), who wants to be left alone: an : 
ll-year-old singer who mouths That man Saroyan’s in again, this 


Saroyanisms in adult fashion (played| time with an antiwar piece called 
by Adelaide Bishop; a philosophic; ‘Something About a Soldier.’ Unlike 
Greek elevator operator; a 74-year-| his previous plays, Saroyan here 
|old bibulous poet; a Russian waiter | turns rational, emerging as a con- 
who plays herses and steals ham-' ventional playwright. Gone are the 
burgers; a member of the Elks and_| hilarious antics of ‘Love’s Old Sweet 
a lover. | Song’ or the obscure depths of his 

Only sane person in the cast is) previous plays. In its place emerges 


Michael Sweeney’s wife (Jill Stern). 
Even she, too, eventually succumbs 
to the screwball biz, when she walks 


the histrionics of a septuagenarian, 
whose preachments for peace through 
three tepid acts fail ignobly to stir 


off the stage with Sweeney’s Death) any heartfelt convictions. 
(Roger Tracy). There’s also Saro- It’s the theatre’s loss that Saroyan 
van’s usual dance team (Ellwood has abandoned his singular talents 
Dougherty and Lynne Carter), who) for this more orthodox form of 
go through their routine oblivious of | drama. Missing is the Saroyan tech- 
the rest of the characters. nique for abandonment of reserve: 
After three acts of conversation gone, too. is the utterly charming 
that purports to delve inte the mean- philosophy that the world’s cockeyed 
ing of life, Sweeney climbs down | put life’s swell. There’s a sad lack of 
from his tree and walks out—/the oncé-inevitable parade of Saroyan 


ostensibly to his death. The money 
that he’s been kicking around turns 
out to be bona fide and it’s divided 
among the job-seekers. They’re all 
able to get what they want, and 
everybody’s happy. That is, every- 
body but the audience, which is left 
in a thick fog. Thicker, even, than 
the mist enveloping the Cape this 
week. Shal. 


characters with their own peculiar 
flavor. Instead we have a series of 
long recitatives by a rather blood- 
less demagog. Of the play’s 20-min- 
ute third-act, 15 of them are con- 
sumed by a radio address solidifying 
his beliefs. 

‘Soldier’ has only enough material 
to justify a one-act sketch: it’s thus 
repetitious and slow. The same 
phrases pop up time and time again, 
nullifying their effectiveness. But 
for a few fleeting moments is there 
evidence of the scholarly writing or 
delightful humor that brought 
Alan | Saroyan critical acclaim with “Time 
a of Your Life.’ 
hod The Pulitzer-prize play- 

wright this time takes as his protag- 

onist an internationally-famous 
author of 71 years, replete with 
whiskers and vegetarian theories. 

(Cries of Shaw from all parts of the 
, house.) The Locale, however, is a 
small American town. He seeks to 
become a soldier but is rejected. He 
digs a trench in his front yard and 
takes up arms against the world’s 
political leaders. His adopted 11- 
year-old son goes to war with him, 

As father and son—the old and the 
young—butld their trench, put on 
their military uniforms and defy 
the political warlords, the in- 
itial feeling that perhaps. these 
two are crazy soon turns. to 
the more uncomfortable realiza- 
tion that their foolishness is dwarfed 
| by the ‘historical foolishness’*of the 
With the assistance of a 


Hero of the World 


Roslyn, L I., Sept. 2 
n three acts by William Sarovan 
) “ted by The Millpond Plavers ¢ 
yurtnes David Richard Bre 
stazed by Lowe: arranged hy Ma 
Sept. 2, °40, at the Mill 
Roslyn, I. I.; $1.10 top 
en Douglas Penelope Grey 
er rory ‘ Melvin Elli 
Toh lorrestler 
D Willis 


Drama 


Lowe 
music 
opening 


| Lodeesen 


mond Pla 


prolific, 
house 
\a i 
Edward Thompson 
-David Gaffney 

te {Eric Mayorga 
**' UGaylord Mason 
Claudia Walden 


Douglas 


Mary wa Seeehenve 
Mark Rexford.............Douglas Hassiog 
Ls. aa ee Jane Jeffreys 
> 2 enya Herbert Porter 
_ { Patricia’ Casey 
UElaine Johnsor 

..John Harris 
English Smith 
Dewey TUTTTTT TT TT Robert Creighton 
ACME Ge SLUNOS . 5 kte6bcockecekas Michel Wor 
MUON s Stake cvG:0 SESE S CobCkeT Milton Brown 
h Blue 
Davis 
r Myre 


Jean Rexford......... 


James Kirkpatrick 
Muyeegeridge 


Miss Cannon 
Birmingham 
I'nele, . 

Third-Base.. Caffney 
POY PRNROT cc kc ccidaweura Sheila Stephens 
Mrederick.... Lodeesen 
David. ee Hal Davis 
PRED BOMMOs 4 ci lidedéis veakss Walter Eyre 


| 
Since he has indicated before that | WOT!d. 
his inquests into the realm of prosaic 
unconsciousness have brought him 
critical acclaim—let alone a Pulitzer 
'prize—one can’t dismiss a William | 


| young newspaperman, an ardent dis- 
ciple, they try to bring more con- 
| verts to their theory that nothing can 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Big Biz for ‘Animal; 
UpB. 0.V Values of Maplewood Theatre 


Maplewood, N. J., is by far the 
most alive summer spot in the met- 
ropelitan area, 
the eastern summer theatres. It has 
been most successful with original 
companies booked prior to regular 
road tours. For such showings the 
scale is increased somewhat, as with 
‘The Male Animal,’ going there virt- 
ually intact from the Cort, N.Y., 
where it played through the season. 


Gross was rated over $11,000 on the, 


week. 
‘Animal’ was billed as a Cheryl 
Crawford presentation at Maple- 


wood, which riled Herman Shumlin, 
the show’s producer. He threatened 
to cancel the date but was mollified 
when the opening performance was 
a turnaway. It was explained that 
it was necessary to use Miss Craw- 
ford’s name because of the stock 
basis under which the house is op- 
erated. John Wildberg, attorney, 


who has theatrical 


if not the topper of. 


interests, is a, 


‘Ladies Points 





DOCS ORDER DULLZELL 
TO TAKE A LONG REST 


Paul Dullzell, executive secretary 
|of Equity, has been warned by doc- 
tors to slow up, or else. He recently 
|'took four days ‘vacation,’ entering 
the Medical Center, N. Y., for a 
thorough ‘checkup. Three special- 
ists in consultation ordered that he 
take a Jong rest. Important issues 
have kept him at his desk through 


| the summer and when they are dis- | 
posed of Dullzell will lay off for two | 


months, 

Dullzell has been Equity’s spark- 
plug for years. Recently he passed 
his 66th birthday. About two years 
ago he was downed by influenza and 
never has been able to recuperate 
fully. Up to the time of that illness 
he had been in excellent health. 
| Too strict an attendance to his 
duties is held to be the cause of his 
present condition. 





partner with Miss Crawford in the | 


Maplewood season. 


Another unit show 
the spot recently is 
tirement, prior to 
Coast. Gilbert Miller, 
the English meller, was so satisfied 
with the date that he plans trying 
‘The Big Story’ there. 
grossed $7,500, said to have afforded 
a goodly profit. Business of both 
shows was considerably better than 


that played 
‘Ladies In Re- 
going to the 


who presents | 


‘Ladies’ | 


‘FATHER’ SOCKO 
186 IN 28TH 
AT CH 


that drawn during the final weeks | 


eon Broadway. 


M. L. Erlanger’s Death 
Recalls Legal Battles 
Over Brother’s Estate 


Death of Mitchell L. Erlanger. 83, 
former N. Y. Supreme Court justice, 
in New York last Friday (30) re- 
called the legal battles started dur- 
ing the life of his brother, the late 
A. L. Erlanger, and the battle over 
his estate thereafter. Brother was 
head of Klaw & Erlanger, 
vast theatre empire known as 
‘syndicate’ 
tered 
who 





the 
when the Shuberts en- 
All of 
the Klaw 
group are dead. 

Judge Erlanger, said to have been 
furthered politically by the influence 
and wealth of A. L., retired from 
the bench, where he was regarded as 
an efficient jurist, in 1927. He 
sumed presidency of the Erlanger 
interests in 1930, a few days after 
A. L. died. 

In 1932, a long court proceeding 
was started by the former Charlotte 


show business. those 


were in & Erlanger 


as- 


M. Fixel, onetime showgirl, to es- 
tablish her dower rights as Er- 
langer’s common-law wife and the 
then surrogate, John P. O'Brien 


ruled that she had that right. 
Among the sensational revelations 


were various trips by the showman 


and Miss Fixel to Europe and At- 
Jantic City, during which  thev 
travelled as man and wife. At the 


time of the proceedings when Miss 
Fixel fought for a share of the es- 
tate, there were clashes 
Jawyers Max D. Steuer 
plainant, and Isidor J. acting 
for the estate Both are deceased 
former having died last month. Bit- 
lerness between the attorneys was 
made more intense when Kresel was 
disbarred, at the instance of 
it was alleged. but he 
stated. Judge Erlanger became 
satisfied with Kresel’s handling of 
the case and refused to pay his fee. 
Kresel sued and received “judgement. 


Regardless of al! the litigation and 
the award granted Miss Fixel. who 
later married, she is not supposed 
to have received any money from 
the estate. About five years after 
she won the suit it was revealed that 
the estate was in the red for $1.897.- 
599. How much of that has been 
absorbed is not known. Report that 


between 
for the com- 
Krese! 


Steuer 
was réin- 


dis 


the exshowman was once worth $75.- | 


000,000 war evidently incorrect. 


In recent years Judge Erlanger | 


was inactive in the estate's affairs. 
It has been handled by Leonard E. 
Bergman, a nephew, and Marcus 
Heiman, formerly prominent in 
vaudeville circles, who bought in on 
the Erlanger theatres some years 
ago. 


onetime 





Chicago, Sept. 3. 

George Abbott moved up _ the 
opening of ‘Too Many Girls’ at the 
Grand here from last night (Mon- 
day) to last Saturday (31) in order 
to make the most of the Labor Day 
weekend. 

‘Male Animal’ will come into the 
Selwyn here next Monday (9) and 
the Harris will relight on Sept. 30 
with ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ which 
will be the first local show on the 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion season. 

Last week found only one show 
in town but that one was a lion in 
its 28th week. ‘Life With Father’ 
played to capacity ($17,900) in the 
Blackstone as the show goes into the 
second half year. Now looks for 
long stay at the current pace. 


DOWLING URGES AC. T0 
BUILD ‘PROPER’ LEGITER 


Atlantic City. Sept. 3. 

Eddie Dowling, who preemed his 
‘Little Dog Laughed’ in the large 
Garden Pier theatre here three 
weeks ago, sent a letter to Mayor 
Tom Taggart last Thursday (29) 
urging this town’s moguls to build 
an intimate theatre for legit tryouts 

‘I will never play A. C. again,’ 
wrote Dowling, ‘until there is a 
proper and up-to-date theatre to 
house a big show. Do this, Mr 
Mayor, and you will again have the 
most attractive tryout spot in 
America. Build me a theatre with 
1.400 seats and I will lease it from 


you and see that you get all the big 
tryouts.” 


Apollo theatre. where legit held 
forth vears ago when A. C. was the 
country’s biggest tryout spot, is now 


a film house, with its apron removed. 
Garden Pier theatre is considered 
by some to be too large for legit 
acoustics. Also. on warm nights 
when have to be 
actors have to com 
roar. 

Paul Arnswalde, 
Shelburne hotel, 
for erection of a better 
ple weeks ago, 

Garden Pier theatre, 
may soon go under tax receivership 
While taxes for 1937-38-39 have been 
paid in full, the City Commission 
claims about $71,000 in back taxes 
have accumulated since 1932, and it 
instructed the City Tax Collector last 
Thursday (29) to apply to Chan- 
cery Court for receivership to col- 
lect rents and income from the en- 
tire pier property until deficit is 
wiped out. 


doors opened for 


air, pete with 
ocean 
manager of the 
started 
theatre cou- 


campaign 


incidentally 


Coast Neen Revue 


Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 

‘Ship of Zion,’ an all-Negro mus!- 
cal revue, opens Sept. 11 at the Ma- 
yan theatre, with Clarence Muse 
producing and directing. 

Cast is made up of Negro motion 
picture players, members of ihe 
| Screen Actors Guild, numbering 125 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘George Washington Slept Here’— 





Sam H. Harris. 
‘Journey te Jerusalem’ — Play- 
ee 


‘Panama Hattie’—Buddy DeSylva. 

‘Johnny Belinda’—Harry Wagstaff 
Gribble. 

‘Jupiter Laughs’ — Barney Klaw- 
ans, 

‘Life With Father’ 

sear Serlin. 

‘Man Who Came ie Dinner’ (road) 
—Sam H. Harris. 

‘Pins and Needles’ 
Stage. 

Gilbert and Sullivan rep.—-Her- 
man Levin. 


(Boston Co.)— 


WALTZ ‘BESET, 
BY RAIN, 486 
IN ST. LOO 


St. Louis, Sept. 3. 

The 22nd season of al fresco en- 
tertainment in the Forest Park play- 
house sponsored by the Municipal 
Theatre Assn. wound up Sunday (1) 
with the ‘Great Waltz,’ beset by rain 
on three nights, 
stand 





, $48,000. Wow mob of 11,033 hung up 


all-time high attendance for a single 


(road)—Labor | 


Broadway Continues Socko B.0.; 


‘Hellz’ $32,000 Presses ‘Purchase’ 


336 for Lead, F ather’ Soars to 196 





‘SKYLARK’ HOT $12, 000 





Seattle, Sept. 3. 
Visit of William S. Knudsen, chief 
of the U. S. defense program, to the} 
local Boeing aircraft plant, brings to 
jlimelight that Seattle is going to 
— <= reemployment brought 
bout by the armament program. 
| Coincident with his visit and al- 
| ready demonstrating that road legit 
is going to benefit locally from such 
activities is the neat $12,000 take for 
‘Skylark,’ at five performances (two 
|}of them matinees) at the Metropoli- 
| tan, with Gertrude Lawrence star- 
ring, last week. 
Miss Lawrence also went over- 
| board for British war relief fund, 
|}selling cig cases, emblems, etc., for 
grand total of over $1,000. 
‘Skylark’ is first legit show to light 
the Met in months, 


|opener of what looks to be an active 


finishing a week | 
with an estimated gross of | 


performance on closing night, more | 


than 3.000 being turned away. 


House was completely sold out for | 


entire run despite the weather and 
thousands paid 50c each for standing 
space on the lawns adjacent to the 
reserved sections. Because 
opening night's performance 
rained out after the first act, the 
management skedded a midnight 
performance for Saturday (31). 

It was the second time in the his- 
tory of the organization that two 
performances were presented in one 
night. The first being ‘Roberta’ in 
1935. 

After the first show (31) an army 
of flunkevs conducted a blitzkrieg in 
cleaning up the huge amphitheatre 
while squads of cops held the late 
customers in hand until the OK sig- 
nal was flashed. Bus company pro- 
longed its sked to the theatre to ac- 
commodate more than 7,400 payees. 
A hot meal was served to more than 
400 performers, gripmen, ushers, 
etc.. between shows. 

In 1937. ‘Waltz’ presented for the 
first time here, drew 68,200, and its 
popularity still remains high as evi- 
denced by the 70,131 that turned out 
this vear. This was the third highest 
weekly attendance in the history of 
the organization. 


was 


Arthur Kent and Helen Marshall, 
in the romantic roles, neck-and- 
necked with Gladys Baxter, Robert 
K. Shafer, Joseph Macaulay, Ruth 
Urban. Vivien Fay, Al Downing, 
Douglas Leavitt and Stanley Harri- 
son for plaudits. Raves and addi- 
tional newspaper publicity on per- 
formances on Tuesday and Wednes- 


although tem- 
rain, caused a 
(29) It was 
weeks in 


g completed, 
halted by 

sellout by Thursday 
one of the biggest money 


several seasons 


dav bein 
porarily 


Spooner, Press Agent, 
Producing B’way Play 


Fred Spooner, Broadway press 
agent, will become a producer dur- 
the fall. play being by Vincent 
oc ino! It was first called ‘Fan- 
fare” new title being ‘A Bed fom 
Goldilocks.’ 
He has o other scripts for con- 
deration but intends continuing a 
press I 


Engagements 


Rags Ragland. Elaine Sheppard, 
Tinv Pearson. ‘Panama Hattie.’ 

Ciaire Woodbury, Valentine Ver- 
non, Ralph Cullinan, Judy Blake, 
Bram Nossen, Jack Lynds, ‘Johnny 
Belinda.’ 

Sidney Lumet. Arlene Francis, 
Calvin Thomas. Arnold Moss, Fred- 
eric Tozere. Alice Reinheart, Peter 
Fernandez, Charles de Sheim, Rob- 
ert Williams. George Mathews, Ron- 
nv Liss. Helen Zelinskaya, Terry 
Harris. Byron McGrath, Charles El- 
lis. George Fairchild, Benjamin Kau- 
ser. David Leonard, Paul Genge, 
James Gregory, Joseph Wiseman, 
Alen Manson, Fay Baker, Sidonie 
Espero. Arnon Ben-Ami, Jeannette 
Chinlev, Henry Lascoe. Edwin Wai! 
Josey h Kramm, Henry Walden, 
‘Iournev to Jerusalem.’ 


the | 


season, 


WEATHER HELPS 
HATS, 256 
IN PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Sept. 3 


Good weather and rain drove a 
lot of Philadelphians home from the 
resorts last week and kept many 
others from going. That was a great 


break for Philly’s first show, of the 
legit season. The result was a big 
but not sensational $25.000 for Al 
Jolson’s ‘Hold On To Your Hats,’ 


which opened Tuesday night (27) at 
the Forrest. Show’s local premiere 


was much better than many of last 
year’s first-nights. To make up for 
missed Monday night’s (26) show, 
management installed an_ extra 
matinee Thursday (29). 

Jolson definitely decided to limit 
local stay to two weeks and leaves 
after Saturday (7). Usual Wednes- 


day matinee this week was switched 
to yesterday ‘(Labor Day), with at- 
tendance good. 

Next Monday (9), the Locust re- 
lights with the new ‘Pins and 
Needles’ for two weeks. On the 16th, 
Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether’ comes to the Forrest for a 
fortnight Katharine Hepburn is 
skedded for a return engagement in 


‘The Philadelphia Story’ 
time this month.’ 
would be Locust on the 23d or For- 
rest on 30th Latter date was re- 
ported for Helen Haves’ revival of 
‘Twelfth Night.” The indie Erlanger 


still has nothing to report, 


AGMA-Opera 


Continued from page 49 


here ‘some 
Available houses 








are Suzanne Sten, French contralto 
and Elsa Zebranska, soprano, both of 
whom will appear in the Los Angele: 


and San Francisco seasons. 


The repertoire will be enriched 
with revivals in novelties, some of 
which now under consideration are 
‘The Girl of the Golden West.’ for 
Jussi Bjoerling, Lawrence Tibbett 
and Mar} rie Lawrence or Helen 
Jepson: Don Carlos.” for Giovanni 
Martinell Ezio ‘inza and Bruna 
Castagna ‘Juive for Martinelli 
Elisabeth Rethberg and Pinza: 
‘Daughter of the Regiment’ for Lily 
Pons, Armand Tokat n and John 
Brownlee 

Operas generally in the repertoire 
but which were missing last season 
such as ‘Pagliacci,’ ‘Cavalleria Rus- 
ticeana’ and ‘Trovatore.’ will be re- 
vived with new scenery, new sets of 
singers, and more modern produc- 
tion. Mozart, which for the half 


century of Met's existence had never 
drawn considerably, will be kept in 


the regular repertoire with ‘Don 
Giovanni’ and ‘Le Nozze di Figzro,’ 
and a possible revival of ‘Cosi Fan 
Tutti... The balance of the singers 
will be made up of those foreign ar- 
tists who have taken up permanent 
residence here. plus a new crop of 
Americans. This season will, with- 
out doubt. have more Americans 
singing leading roles at the house 
than ever before in its history with 
the percentage probably approxi- 
mating 75% of all singers, includin: 
native born and naturalized art 


and marks early | 


IN 5 SEATTLE SHOWINGS 


' 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (comedy), D (drama), R 
(revue), M (musical), F (farce), O 
(operetta). 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady, 46th St. 
(39th week) (M-1,375; $4.40) Business 
so much improved that show may 
move to another theatre instead of 
touring when ‘Panama Hattie’ is 
ready for this spot; bettered $24,000: 
long rainy spell further benefitted 
all survivors. 


‘Hellzapoppin’,” Winter 
(102d week) (R-1,671; $3.30). 


Garden 
Figur- 


/ing on staying beyond New Year's: 


mecca for visitors; gross last week 
went to $32,000 and will top that 
level this week’ with an extra per- 
formance. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (43d 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Bounded back 
to capacity business; takings virtual- 
ly $19,000 again; 64 standees at last 
Wednesday’s matinee; third company 
to open in Boston now rehearsing. 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(14th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). List 
leader given close contention by 
‘Hellzapoppin’ “last week but holds 
to standee business; rated more than 
$33,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Box (46th week) (C-1,102; 


Music 
$3.30). 


| Made strong comeback; gross close to 


$18,000, or 100% more than its low 
week during July; run extended into 
November. 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (23d 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Last week 
best gross since opening, with tak- 
ings approximating $11,000; previous 
week over $7,000 was under-esti- 
7 iat standees Monday afternoon 
(2). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (278th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Still adver- 
tising last weeks but engagement 
may continue indefinitely; up some- 
what last week: $5,500: makes fair 
money at that level. 

Revival 

‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (CD-865 
$3.30). Presented by William A. 
Brady with Grace George starred; 
opened Monday (2). 

Suspended 

‘Keep Off the Grass.’ 
appears to be doubtful. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
resumes for one month 
Monday (9), then t tours, 


Resumption 


Alvin; 
starting 


Temp. esti Set For 


1(- 
Embree, Sued for 1536: 
A temporary injunction was 
granted against the disposal of any 
assets and a temporary receiver was 
appointed last 
Service, Inc., in connection 
suit for $15,500 against the 
bureau and its president, 
Mabel K. Embree, by Nathaniel 


Cutright Smith, singer. Federal 
Judge Murray Hulbert in N.Y. made 


week for Embree 
Concert 
with a 


concert 


the decision. 

Smith claims he advanced $15,500 
to the defendant corp. and accuses 
Mrs. Embree of having looted the 


company, converted corporation 
monies for her own use and failed to 
give the proper financial status of 
the company. Judge Hulbert set Oct 
] as date for a hearing, at which time 
it will be decided whether or not to 
make the receivership permanent. 
Smith also asserts that Er 
either failed to pay off o1 
rowed without returning, 
000 from artists. 
vits are filed 
t three 
being from 
plano team; 


nbree has 
Dore- 
$50.- 
Numerous affida- 
upholding his conten- 
of the most important 
Fray and Braggiotti, 
Maria Carreras, pianist 
Cornelia Otis Skinner. 


has 


over 


ions 


ana 


‘Lady in Waiting’ Set 
For Tour of Key Cities 


Tour of ‘Lady in Waiting,’ which 
Brock Pemberton presented at the 
Martin Beck, N. Y., last spring. is 
now definite. Comedy will play the 
key cities starting Oct. 7, bookings 
now being arranged. ‘Lady’ had a 
fair engagement but its late season 
arrival on Broadway proved a handi- 
Cap. 

Show 
George. 
ently 


Gladys 
pres- 


will again star 

who’s on the Coast 
She advised the manager last 
week that she would make the tour, 
Pemberton declining to send the 
how out with another lead 


+ 
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Something About a Soldier 


be made right by man killing his fel- | 


low man: that a good man living a 
good life will eventually ‘stop them 
and so save millions of years of life.’ 

As a conviction for peace, it needs 
much more red blood than Saroyan's 
talkative soldier contributes to make 
it ring clear and strong. 

It’s a tribute to Kenyon Nicholson 
and theron Bamberger, operators of 
this playhouse, that ‘Soldier’ enjoyed 
a production at the remodeled grist 
mill that would do credit to a pol- 
ished, Broadway production. 

As the billigerent author, Crahan 
Denton is adequate. Katherine 
Emery as his wife at no time creates 
the proper illusion as an understand- 
ing companion to her famous hus- 
band. Dickie Van Patten is con- 
vincing as the youngsters, as are 
Howard Freeman and Carter Blake 
in less prominent roles. 

Jose Ferrer, young actor-director, 


in staging the play is responsible for | 


the most creative contribution of the 
evening. Rosen. 





Out of the Frying Pan 


Baltimore, Aug. 27. 


Comedy in three acts by Francis Swann; 


directed by author; presented at Hilltop 
Vheatre, Ellicott City, Md., Aug. 27, "40 

George Bodell.,..Alexander Armstrong, J 

Dirs, GAPMOtl. .cccesccscccvecs Clara Cedrone 
Norman Reese. .cccccccecced Allan Dale, Jr. 
Murie) Foster...... ..-Florence Mac Michaels 
Se ae on4beceneesacus Lyn Swann 
Marge Benson. .cocessoccrsseees Jean Price 
Tony Foster....ccee----@Richard Cowdery | 


Dottie Coburn.........Mary Jane Stockham 


Lady .ocoscees cnbeeaeeeees Caroline Woods 
Mir. €oburn....cccereee+W. Ramont Hamel 
Mra. CODUrN..coccccessecereess Jane Sauer 
Mr. Kennett.....eee++.+-..Thad Sharretts 
First Policeman......... ..Pinkney McLean 
Second Policeman........... .-Irving Baum 





This is a first play attempt by the 
writing member of the Swann 
family, Francis. Brother Don oper- 
ates the Hilltop Theatre, pioneer 
strawhat in these parts, sister Lyn 
plays ingenues and the mother, Rita 
Swann, of the Baltimore News-Post, 
handles publicity for the venture. 
Collaboration has resulted in a 
highly creditable effort since its in- 
ception some five years ago. 

Francis Swann has a knack for 
dialog. Severai of his short stories 
have appeared in the slicks. He 
shows considerable promise in ‘Out 
of the Frying Pan.’ As constructed 
at present, however, there is con- 
siderable work to be done to qualify 
it for more ambitious presentation. 
Author, however, has some fairish 
makings. 

Three boys and three girls, am- 
bitious for a career in the theatre, 
take an apartment on the floor 
directly above the hideout of a 
prominent Broadway producer. 
Watching for the opportune moment 
to attract his attention and get him 
to audition them in their Own re- 
hearsed version of the producer's 
current success, they keep constant 
vigil on his comings and goings. 

The camping arrangement is a 
strictly platonic deal, with romance 
completely taboo. In short, every- 
thing’s business. One couple, never- 
theless, is in on false pretenses as 
they had previously slipped off to 
have the knot tied. To add to the 
difficulties, they are now faced with 
an impending blessed event. 

The big chance soon comes when 
the producer, a gourmet and ama- 
teur chef, on the prowl for a spot of 
flour, bursts in on the stagestruck 
sextet. The audition of his play is 
forced on him only to be annoyingly 
interrupted by a series of rather 
funny twists. 

Chief complication is the visit of 
the parents of one of the gang. The 
old man is a play censor from Boston 
and he is particularly bitter at the 
publicity achieved by the producer’s 
play, which has a salacious angie but 











Saroyan’s 3 Strikes 


_.. Continued from page 50 e 








is not drawing sufficiently to war- 
rant a No. 2 company 

Everything is satisfactorily 
straightened out when the wife of 
the censor turns out to be the long- 
lost cook of the producer and thus 
the sole possessor of recipes long 
dreamed of and given up as lost. 
Thus the censor is 
interests of everyone concernéd by 
being forced to agree to an extra- 
heavy publicity campaign in Boston 
against the road showing of the play, 
with the reverse reaction figured to 
boost business all around. 
| There is considerable freshness of 
of work is needed to give stature and 
dramatic effectiveness to it = all. 
Second and third acts could be en- 
|tirely rewritten with particular 
'emphasis on the curtains. Unless 
this is accomplished, ‘Out of the 
Frying Pan’ must remain _light- 
| weight fare suitable 
present company it is keeping. 

Several excellent performances 
notably by Florence MacMichaels, as 
a dumb dame: Jean Price, as the 
| child-bearing member of the troupe 
and Alexander Armstrong, Jr., as a 


| flip young actor with dreams. Pro- 
Burm. 


duction entirely adequate. 


| A Policeman’s Lot 


Ivoryton, Conn., Sept. 2. 
(seven scenes) by 
staged by John Kennedy; 


Farce in 


| Philip Goodman 


three acts 


settings Kdward Gilbert; stars Bert 
Wheeler; presented by Milton Stiefel, in 
association with Saul Heller at Ivoryton 


| Playhouse, Ivoryton, Conn., Sept. 2,’ 40. 


| Prof. Albert Pilkie........0+: Bert Wheeler 
Ellie. ioe bbacwerunea Judy Parrish 
oe a | | eee ee Zamoah Cunningham 
Bes. CDs ca kiss dad tian nueaes William Bendix 
y Se Breer TT ree Louis Sorin 
Ber. BEMDMUNLORR. co ccsccsce .Alfred Webster 
Lee, SF PAO as cess vas dioevsses tvron Russell 
PET ree eee Arthur Tell 
i Mr. Horace Updegraf......... James Moore 
| Tony Malatesia. 


enlisted in the | 


dialog and a basic idea here. Plenty 


only for the | 


Joseph Pevney | Dale Cunningham.,.....-+. 


{committing a ‘mercy’ matricide to 
end her mother’s misery and an ado- 
\lescent son frequently bewildered 
by the proceedings. The play is not 
gruesome, dull or preachy, and there 
are some delightful comedy touches. 
A well geared combination of ace | 
writing, expert direction by Har-! 
old Bassage, and consistently good | 
acting by a_ well-rehearsed, com- 
vetent cast kept the opening-night 
audience breathlessly still between 
the scattered laughs. All of which 
jshould add up to something in 
Broadway possibilities. | 

Handled as if two eloquent de- | 
ibaters had decided to argue the is- 


| 

jsue from either viewpoint on the 
toss of the coin, the story which 
|‘Fledgling’ tells should have both 


the religious and the agnostics nod- 
ding alternately in approval of the | 
points made by the authors. 
McKay Morris and Sylvia Weld 
are starred. Morris portrays the so- 
phisticated father-writer who long 
before weaned his wife from religion | 
and who raised his two children de- | 
|liberately outside the church. He 
imakes the character of Hugh Linton 
vivid. 
Miss Weld, as a 19-year-old girl | 
'mainly convinced by her father’s 
iteachings, but vacillating occasion- 
lally between doubt and conviction, 
has a difficult, challenging role. Not 
‘only does she come through here 
'with honors, but she also gains top | 
place among candidates for this | 
same role on Broadway—if and, 
when. Of the other players, they 
all contribute what the script de- 
mands. John Sollers’ drawing room | 
set fills the bill. Fox. | 


. . 
In My Opinion 
Stockbridge, Mass., Sept. 2. 
Comedy in three acis (4 seenes) by Saimn- 

son Raphaelson; staged by Raphaelson and 
William Miles: settings, Albert Ward; pre- | 
sented by Miles at Berkshire Playhouse, 
opening Sept. 2, ‘40. 
Thomas Williams, Jr... 


Whitner Bissell 





Jefferson Boyce.....-ee- :--...Lewis Martin 
A Waiter. .cccoccccccccces .. Brinley Rees 
| Marilyn Moore..... cee stad Adrienne Marden 


.Savre Crawley 





Mike Ambler......ccsceess+s+- Wesley Addy 
. . 1 Olive Shea.....ces see ceuene ....Ann Mason 
| This one misses fire due to a combo! Garey Jones... ..seeeesseee sees Kent Smith 
of insufficient material plus inde-| Diana Jones...... BES Rachel Adams 
| cision as to just what to do with the bh we Pestanert sever Merritt O' Duel 
| material there is available. Play | ee et es tichédgl 


| hops back and forth between status 


| of farce and comedy-drama, and gets | 


| nowhere in either medium. 


William Miles’ sole new tryout of 
| the season is far from the best work 


Plot is too implausible to be han- done by playwright Samson Raphael- | 


| dled in straight comedy vein (there’s | 


| a 20-year-old looker who, in this day 


son. For three acts the author carries 
on a conversational joust between 


and age. gets excited just because a| Actors Equity and the Critics Circle | 


land while 
If there is any 


|lad wants to hold her 
| they play dominoes). 


| e » . | 
|chance for this one. after rewriting, | only standout 


| it’s got to come from the farce angle. 
| Preem was pretty loose but this 


' . . 
|}may have been partly attributed to | William Saroyan. 


|the fact that Bert Wheeler was in 
| for only two days of rehearsal due to 
| plane trouble coming on for the 
| breakin. As it stands, however, 
there’s 
| work on. 
|} and far between and situations fail to 
| congest the aisles, 

| Wheeler plays some sort of pro- 
| fessor boarding at the Small house. 


| Mother Small likes to play the ponies | iS appearing. 


|and when she loses what was meant 
to be the final installments on the 
oil burner, the heater is removed and 
| Wheeler has to sleep in her bedroom 
on a cot in order to keep warm. 
Ellie, daughter of the house. 


little here for the comic to} 
Laugh lines are too few} 


in a play that is negligible in plot 


and unconvincing in situations. The 
character is that of | 
Mike Ambler, who without any at- | 


tempt at disguise js a prototype of 
To this part the 
playwright has given the best lines, 
land in the hands of Wesley Addy, a 
' well-rounded portrait of Saroyan’s 
| ‘gift’ to the theatre is projected. | 
| Story unfolded is that of a first- 


string critic and his actress wife 
| whose home life nears the Reno} 


stage when husband-critic attempts | 
| to live up to his critical integrity in | 
| reviewing a play in which his wife 
The usual complica- 
tions follow, in which the actress- 
wife is abetted by the playwright, 
who holds forth on the merits and 
abilities of creat-.ve work against 
| critical work. Before the final re- 


and | conciliation is effected, Raphaelson | 


ithe prof love each other. so Eliie’s | lines up the critic and two colleagues | 


| father, 
| marry. 
ries Ellie first but when the law 
catches up with him, the nuptials 


i finally go off with the professor 
Joseph Pevney, in for the minor 
role of the gangster, 


a cop, decides they better | #8ainst the actress and members of 
A stickup artist almost mar- the supporting company in long con- 


braces the 


show considerably while he’s on. and 


looks 
cast 


| Judy Parrish 
| Balance of 


naive as 
struggles, but 


re attend 


| show caught, it was all in vain. Stag- 


|ing is hit-and-miss, largely a 
| of the script. 


are ass@ts 


FLEDGLING 


Bone. 




















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 























America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
CURRENTLY 
CAL-NEVA LODGE 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
e 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 


j} that theme in ‘Fledgling’ is one that 
seems to point to b.o. success. Cer- 


dramatic literature sampled 
strawhats of this sector this season. 


ling’ shows what might happen 
a young girl brought up by her suc- 
cessful writer-father famous for his 
anti-religious crusading. In 


with important crises. It 

















fault 
Edward Gilbert's sets 


addi- | 
tion, it embraces in this case history | from bad to so-so, and the play, as | 
the reactions of the father, mother /|such, is 
and son when they are confronted /|in plot and characterization. 
reveals |ever, it provides some good-natured 
the father remaining staunch in his; fun at the expense of a universally 
self-sufficient belief, the mother re-| prevalent character, the 


verting to her original religion when | mutilating, 
She approaches death, the daughter 'explorer of foreign countries An 


| 


versational.give-and-take, apparently | 
| setting forth his own ideas of thea- 
tre workings both behind footlights 
and in front of the proscenium arch. 

Play is hardly strong enough for 
an extended Broadway engagement. 
The theatrical belt will undoubtedly 
in good numbers and gain 
many laughs, but when this draw 
peters out, t :re is little for the gen- 
eral public. Production of this class 
summer spot was consistent. with the 
| high standards maintained here for 
; the past 13 seasons. Opening night 
|} various scouts from the film com- 


i 








' 
| | panies were once-overing the pro- 
ye Beact 7 | hy ~ I 
oe R: Reine agi on po Fag |duction, There hardly seems to be 
Eleanor Carroll Chilton ‘al d Philip Lewis; j any possibilities here for pictures 
| presented by Farragut Plavers and Otis | Russ. 
|} Chatfield-Tavlor: staged by Harold Bassage: | 
setting, Joh Solers; at Farragut Play-/ 
house. Rye Beach, N. H opening Aug. 
| 27, °40 
Grace Desinis Linton...... Mildred Dunnock Play Out of T 
A \ buir r } Hla 1 » a 0 own 
I im. Dutt. ccvdesiece ‘ i Weld 
. Ree EtON, + oseeeee sve Micka Morris 
John Dent os Nex Stone 
s TIGER. csveseses R na tever 
peg A ‘i cmith | Manana Is Another Day 
Miss Harpe Margaret Ellen Clifford 
eet peleed losesh F. Poles Mexico City, Aug. 25 
Richard Den: «Walter Coy Pan-Americat Ch f resentation 
Pa three-uct play in Ene ) t hes 
Religion versus agnosticism is, un- ~ veh = ee 
doubtedly, one of the touchiest | Belles Artes, Mexico ( $3 (Mexican) 
themes with which a commercial | top 
producer can gamble, but the intelli- | ee 
|gent, mature, objective treatment of | A company of English-speaking 


residents of Mexico City makes up 
this company, which has the bless- 


tainly, this play, adapted from the | ing of the Mexican government and 
book, ‘Folow the Furies.’ by Eleanor | the free use Saturday matinees (and 
Carrol] Chilton, is the finest piece of |at other times) of the splendiferous 
in the | National Theatre of Mexico. Between 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ and ‘The 


Instead of attacking the subject of Second Man’ comes this original trifle 
religion on a sweeping scale, ‘Fledg-| dealing with that 
S to | after 


seeker 
American | 


colorful 
native color, the 
tourist, specifically the school teach- 
er on a sightseeing rampage. 

The acting of the company ranged 


undernourished 
How- 


thin and 


language- 


freak costume-wearing | 


| There a Mexican girl has waited 10} 


| pacity 


|a musical, reached Boston, Dowling | (tried out last 


| Monti, her protege, but it couldn't | 


la likely 


| AS a pop-price picture theatre. When 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


A mix-up over the contracts for the cast of ‘Bangtails,” tried out by 
the newly-formed Boyar Associates, has been straightened out. 





Contracts 


' were first signed by Ben Boyar but had to be withdrawn when it was 


found that a rule in the by-laws of the Theatrical Managers and Agents 
union prohibit any member from signaturing actors’ contracts. Boyar is 


_a TMA member (the treasurer’s part of the organization was dropped 


sometime ago) and wished to continue in good standing. Rule was framed 
so that TMAers cannot be held liable for actors’ salaries 

New set of contracts was signed by Mac and Henry Weiss, who are in 
the Boyar group along with Max A. Cohen, T. B. McDonald, Emil Fried- 
lander (Dazian's), Rudolf Adler and Andrew Geoly. Cohen personally 
posted the salary bond with Equity. Show was called in for revision, 


Joe E. Brown, who has been starring in summer stock theatres in the 
east, appearing in ‘Elmer the Great’ in some places and ‘The Show-Off’ in 
others, estimates that up to last week he became ‘sick’ during rehearsals 
and performances of the latter comedy 27 times. Claims that is a record 
of some kind. Comedian does not smoke but the part of Aubrey Peiffer 
calls for the puffing of numerous cigars, with resultant gastric annoyance, 


Brown is strong for curtain speeches. Recently at the Spa theatre, Sara- 
toga, he chatted with the audience for half an hour, calmly sitting in a 
rocking chair, stage front. His spiel was longer than the last act, but the 
customers remained throughout. That was one way to spend the evening, 
what with the gambling lid on. 


—_—_-— - 


‘Hi Angel,’ play based on Father Divine by Marguerite Hurter, has been 
delayed in presentation at Woodstock, N. Y. Play’s characters, a mixed 
cast, were set, then difficulties arose. One problem was housing of the 
colored players. 

Mickey Walker, former champ pugilist, may be in the cast when and 
if. Cecil Covelly, formerly of Paramount's London staff, and E. J. Ballen- 
tine, both former actors, propose presentation either in the sticks or on 
Broadway, They operate the Maverick theatre, near Woodstock, where 
there is a drama student group. : 





Suit of Century Play Co. against Harry Harvey, author, settled out of 
the N. Y. supreme court Friday (30) embraced $5,543 on a 1935 judgment. 
The original judgment was for $7,768, but $2,325 was paid since obtained 
Harvey is a resident of Savannah, Ga., and a member of the Dramatist 
Guild of the Authors League of America. 

The debt arose out of the assignment to Thomas Kane, as trustee, of all 
Harvey's earnings until all monies owed were cleared up. The final set- 
tlement actually took place almost six months ago, but formal signing of 
papers were dealyed. Kane is president of Century Play 








tourists enjoyed most of i > | Madison Wants Crack 
a akes ac n uernavs: : | 
At ‘Counsellor’ Hypo 


favorite Mexican tourist mecca. | 
years for a wandering fiance. The | - 
latter is never seen, but turns out t0| Noel Madison, son of the late Mau- 
be engaged to two American tourists. | .. | : iciyaas 5 hen meg 
The script never develops plot| ag Moscovitch, also an actor, is in 
values, but does score some amusing New York to huddle with Elmer 
wisecracks. Land. | Mice on a Coast revival of ‘Counsel- 
| lor-at-Law.’ Madison's idea is that 
the Rice play clicked for a number 
y ttl D 9 of players, starting with Paul Muni 
I e Og in the Broadway original; John 
| Barrymore in pictures; Otto Kruger 
|on the road. He wants to do it on 
and standees the Coast. 
for favored shows. a , | Madison was formerly under War- 
Figures placed 2,500,000 visitors in| ner Bros. contract. but Jast season 
town over Labor Day (2), people’ on the Edward G. Robinson radio 
sleeping in motor cars, hotel lobbies program, 
and bus stations. Summer Saturdays | 
are usually light but more people 
were turned away from theatres that 
evening than ever known before. 
Collapse of ‘Little Dog’ meant the 
loss of an estimated $100,000. Book | 
of the show was a plea for democ- 





Continued from page 49 
were the rule 





Barn Plays 


Continued from page 49 








‘The Royal Roost,’ ‘Wind in the Sails,’ 


racy. Laura duPont Carpenter was | ‘The Hard Way,’ ‘After the Ball,’ 
the principal investor, although Ed- | ‘Dollars and Horse Sense,” ‘The 
die Dowling was the presenter and | World Walks In.’ 

ithe financing company was Finch-| The picture possibilities in addi- 
| Carpenter, Inc. Show opened in At-| tion to ‘Four Cheers for Mother,’ 


lantic City, where for three days 
prior to premiere there were no re- 
hearsals though the company pa- | 


which Warners bought at the tryout; 
‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ ‘Cupcake’ 
(also. called ‘Some Days You 


| raded the Boardwalk on the opening | Don’t’), ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ ‘Bang- 


day tails,’ ‘Second Helping,’ ‘A Man from 
: Criticism Hits Dowling the Band,’ ‘Your Loving Son,’ ‘Wind 
After the opening there was criti- | in the Sails, ‘Romantic Mr. Dickens,’ 


cism of the book, direction and | ‘Many Happy Returns,’ 
lights, and by the time ‘Little Dog,’ | Horse Sense.” ‘Not in Our Stars’ 
summer under the 
was in the doghouse. Miss Carpenter | title ‘These Three’) and ‘The Hard 
aimed to build up the part of Mili! Way.’ 


‘Dollars and 


Season Spotty 

Season in the sticks has been dis- 
tinctly spotty and some barns were 
shuttered before the season got into 
stride Despite the weak attend- 
ance in a number of hideaways there 
was product that caught the eye of 
Broadway and Coast scouts. Number 
of name players from Hollywood and 


be done. Miss Monti is a night club | 
warbler, has a distinct Italian dia- | 
lect, but was supposed to play the 
part of a ‘typical Brooklyn girl.’ In 
addition to the production outlay 
and road losses, there was an item 
upward of $4,000 entailed because 
the second week in Boston was can- 


celled, house having been guaran-! Broadw ay appeared through the 
teed summer, playing on percentage, with 

Calling in of ‘Bangtails’ was some- | most of them well Satisfied with the 
thing of a surprise. Those interested | coin earned. There were considerably 


were highly enthusiastic and reports 
from the premiere were that it was 
laugh show. It is claimed 
the show will go on again after re- 
vision of the script, same going for 
‘Little Dog.’ Both represented fresh | adopted by Equity. 
money on the managerial end. | Plays most used by the stocks in 
Group called the Boyar Associates | the sticks. in terms of weeks: ‘No 
put on ‘Bangtails,’ which has a horse! Time for Comedy.’ 28; ‘Margin for 
racing background. Among those in | Error.’ 24: ‘Biography,’ 21; ‘Our 
the coterie is Max A. Cohen, who! Town,’ 20: ‘Personal Appearance,’ 16 
operates the New Amsterdam, N. Y., | ‘Criminal at Large,’ 15; ‘Late Chris- 
topher Bean,’ 15: ‘Tonight at 8:30,’ 
13; ‘Morning’s at Seven,’ 12: ‘Kiss the 


more unit shows than previously, at 
tractions which traveled in entirety 
The stock spots had so-called perma- 
nent players but the latter were paid 
| Salary though laying off under a rule 


he bought the former ace musical 


comedy house several years ago! Boys Goodbye,” 11; ‘Hay Fever,’ 11; 
Cohen stated he would enter legit | ‘The Hoitentot.’ 10 . 


and that the house was available for Some of the figures are estimates, 
shows under certain terms. There | as records were not kept up to date, 
hasn’t been a show on 42d street for | but playbrokers. say the season was 
so long that it looks dubious if the | unusual in that there was a more 
theatre will revert to its former | diversified use of former hits than 
policy. ‘in other summers 
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VARIETY 


CHATTER = 53 





—_—— 


Broadway 


Wife of Jim (Dinty) Moore in seri- 
cus condition. 





Sure’), at the Calderon, by Ramon 
Ruiz. 


United Press has reorganized its | 
Madrid staff with three new Ameri- | 


| can staffers, including Roscoe Snipes, 
; who came from Buenos Aires; Gar- 





In Mexico 











another job as woman’s page and, 
amusement announcer for  lece! | 
WBAB, was struck by an auto while 

waiting for a trolley Wednesday (28) 

and is now in City hospital. 


Hollywood 


Lester Ziffren back to work after 


illness. 





Goetz due cast. He’s with ran McGroarty, from Amsterdam, ; en a 

ek... Bane | and a third from Paris. Only other | By Rebert J. Landry d ee : L. Warner returned from 

appar . | American pressmen in Madrid are| Beatrice (Mrs. A. B.) Maze Lo onoluiu. 

man, assistant to | : : ; : ’ arcus 

a= oy his desk. | John , McKnight, Associated Press; i turned composer, wrote ‘Angeles n on Bud Abbott leased Vie Dalton’s 

7 — —n nn © drone | ation oo eee ig pen Divonos’ for third bill of her hus- onmepae valley home. 
osali , - an om Hamilton, New York Times. , ergy i j } . | H 

Coast for a vacation and rest. Presently being shot in Spanish — ree ee Seen Ce oes wae cae sh caterer Pag, ~ tan sotmgneg Sree 

Harry Carey has leased an estate| svatien are ‘El! Famoso Caballeria’ om i’ tee Tunbridge miele Waller's col-! Leslie Fenton leaving for England 
st Great Neck for the winter. (The Famous Jackass’), comedy by} Kurt Weill, the composer; Ben laborator, has nervous breakdown, | © join the army. 


Widow of William Oviatt reported 
destitute, although she has wealthy 
in-laws. 

Allen Schnebbe to manage re- 
furbished Lyceum; Irving Morrison, 
treasurer. ; 

Charles E. McCarthy back at his 
20th-Fox desk after a quickie vaca- 
tion at Cape Cod. ; 

Frank Scully in town with the 
Mrs. on writing commitments. First 
trip east in many years. : 

Al Sindlinger, March of Time ad- 
publicity chief, returned over week- 
end from swing through south. 

Annabella (Mrs. Tyrone Power) 


back to Coast after recuperating | 


from an operation in New York. 


Sept. 10. Goes‘rom there to Havana 
for two dates, due back in New York 
the end of the month. Staris her 
fall concert tour in mid-October. 

At the Harvest Moon Ball in Madi- 
son Sq. Garden last week, before an 
audience of 20,000, and with many 
show people present, News columnist 
Ed Sullivan salvoed Billy Rose as 


the No. 1 showman of today, ‘upon | 


whom has fallen the mantle of P. T. 
Barnum.’ 


Madrid 
By Joseph D. Ravotte 


Soprano off to 


Rome. 

Helen Hiatt of NBC arrived to de 
broadcasting. 

Singer Luisa de Alvarado arrived 
from Buenos Aires. 

Not a drop of beer to be had in 
Spain in the last couple of months. 

Jose Gaspar le:: for Barcelona to 
direct ‘Sol de Valencia’ (‘Sun of 
Valencia’). 

Imperia Argentina and Rafael 
Rivelles off to Rome to appear in 
fascist pict. 

Enjoying 12-week record run is 
Mexican pict, ‘Rancho Grande’ 
at showcase Imperial. 

With paper crisis over, news- 
papers, which formerly limited to 
six and eight pages, will shortly re- 
ceive Okay to expand. 

German orchestra leader Richard 
Klatowsky arrived to pick up Span- 
ish symphonic numbers for concerts 
and radio broadcasts in Germany 

Early appearance of musical com- 
edy ‘El Rey del Azucar’ (‘The Sugar 
King’), with script by Ramiro Ruiz 
and music by Michel Guerrero, is set. 

Projected films are ‘Gracia y 
Justica’ (‘Grace and Justice’), by 
Antonio Quintero, piloted by Julian 
Torremocho, and ‘Becquer,’ megged 
by Edgar Neville. 

Spaniards and foreign tourists are 
entitled to two packages of cigarets 
per week in Spain, although no 
limit to amount that can be pur- 
chased from bootleggers at stiff 
prices. 

American films presently showing 
in Madrid include ‘Yank at Oxford,’ 
‘Susan Lennox,’ ‘Under Two Flags,’ 
‘Test Pilot,’ ‘Magnificent Obsession,’ 
“Mad About Music,’ ‘A Day at the 
Races’ and ‘Smilin’ Thru.’ 

Latest French pictures showing in- 
clude ‘Serenade,’ with Louis Jouvet 
and Lilian Harvey, and ‘Abus de 
Confidance,’ with Danniele Darrieux. 
Latest Italian pict is ‘Luciano Serra, 
Pilota,’ with Amadeo Nazarri. 

Latest legit opening is ‘Isabel la 
Catolica’ (Isabe] the Catholic’), at 
the Fontalba, by Martin Orbera. En- 
rique Rambal and Carmen Sanchez 
in the leads. Other opening, com- 
edy, ‘La Tarara, Si’ (Gayety? Why 


Mercedes Capzir 


| Adolfo Borradon, with Fernando de 
;Cordoba, Maruchi Fresno, Luchi 
| Soto and Laura Pini!los in leads; ‘En 
| Poder de Barba Azul’ (‘In the Power 
| of Blue Beard’), based on a novel of 
|}the same name by Maria Luisa 
| Tinares; directed by Jose Busch; ‘La 
' Fiorista de Ja Reina’ (‘The Queen's 

Florist’), directed by Eusebio Fer- 
|mandez Ardavin, with scenario by 
| Rafael Gil, featuring Ana Mariscal: 

‘El Milagro del Cristo de la Vega’ 
| (The Miracle of the Christ of the 
| Plain’), directed by Adolfo Aznar. 


| 
| 





Minneapolis 








Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


It’s a boy at the Eddie Macinskis. 
Pop’s head night shipper for Metro. 

The Dick Rauhs to Westport, 
Conn., to spend a couple of days with 
the Fritz Reiners. 

Fats Waller will put Eddie Pey- 
ton’s new tune, ‘Hey, Stop Kissing 
My Sister,’ on wax. 

Alex Kann, sketch writer and lyri- 
cist. in from New York for a short 
visit with his family. 

Bill Frederick flew 
east last week for a 
with Lawrence Welk. 

Eva (Raul and) Reyes flew to De- 
troit over the weekend to see her 
sister and new nephew. 

Rufus Blair of Par due in this 
week-end on his annual good-will 
tour of the drama desks. 

Fred Burleigh gets back frem Co- 
hasset, Mass., in 10 days to launch 
Playhouse’s new season. 

Smiley Burnette and his troupe 
booked for a one-day stand at Ken- 
nywood Park Sunday (8) 

UA salesman Harry Rees 
brother. Bronson, former 
baseball! star, short time ago. 

Variety Club’s Legion Post award- 
ed third prize and silver plaque for 
Americanization Day showing. 

Fox Chapel Playhouse wound up 
first summer season Saturday (31) 
with ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 


St. haat 


By Sam X. Hurst 





in from 
brief session 


lost his 


sandlot 


George Givot and Carl Ravazza’s 
band current at Chase Club. 

Paul Beisman, manager of the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn., in hospital fo 
operation. 

Philip Smith, Boston, prez of Mid- 
West Drive-In Theatres. visited here 


to looksee DesPeres, Mo., open-air 
talker 
John Ward. business manager for 


the Municipal Theatre Assn., has re- 
turned to head the b.o. at he Mu- 
nicipal Audiorium. 

Kurt von Forstmeyer, former gab- 
ber for NBC, teaching Vienesse 
waltzes to femme pupils at Stephens 
College, Columbia, Mo. 

William Zalken, publicity and ad- 
vertising director for the St. Louis 
'symph_ society and the Municipal 
Theatre Assn., in local hospital for 
minor repairs. 

Maureen O’Hara and Lucille Ball, 
starred in ‘Dance, Girl, Dance,’ made 
three appearances at the Fox theatre 
Friday (30) when talker began run. 
They're in the film. 

O. F. Lessing, former local branch 
manager for Judell, has entered the 
indie film field on his own. He has 
tagged his company Variety Pictures 
and is located on film row. 


the ! 


|Grauer, the radio announcer, here 
'from New York. Grauer disem- 
_barked at Yucatan, saw the pyra- 
| mids, flew in. 


They're still talking about the way 
|Sally Rand had her chorus girls paint 
the dressing rooms and put up cre- 
tonne curtains when she played here 
in the Liricio. 

Juan Loyo, an executive of the Ritz 
hotel here, is the brother of Angelita 
Loyo, the Spanish singer, who lives 
in New York and is the wife of Bill 
Marshal], NBC director. 





lof one of the girls in the hospital 
|with scarlet fever. 

| Lloyd Egner has a party of record- 
|ing engineers in Mexico City making 


| test records of Mexican music for the | 


{NBC Thesaurus library. They are 
| working through and at XEW, owned 
by Emilio Azcarraga, who has the 
‘RCA franchise in Mexico and also 
;owns the Alameda, newest of the 
| large film houses here. 

| Mapy Cortes, Argentinian soubret 
|who appeared at the Beachcomber 
cafe in New York last winter, and 
her husband, Fernando Cortes, sing- 
ler, are at the Follies Bergere theatre, 
which specializes on satirizing Mexi- 
can politics. Senor Cortes has ap- 
peared much in Spain, although born 


under the American flag in Puerto 
Rico. 
Atlantic City 
Globe theatre, only burleycue | 
house in A. C 
Monday night (2). 
Edward Browning, Jr., new 


closed for season | ting $3,000 per week 
| to ‘Show of 1940,’ and is now packing 
an-|’em in. 
|/nouncer for WBAB, was former pro- | that ‘Band Waggon,’ although a valu- 


|season with Ken Brader’s band. 


gram director of WDEL, Wilming- 
ton. 

Blind Artists gave seventh annual 
concert Thursday (29) at President 
| hotel. Sponsored by A. C. Lions | 
Club. 

Richard and Diane Townsend, } 
dancers. did one-night stand at Tray- 
more hote!’s Stratosphere Room Sat- | 
urday (31). | 

‘Steel Pier Dav’ celebrated by A. C.| 
Rotarv club at luncheon Thursday 
(29), with entire program made up 
of vaude acts from pier. 

Vincent E. Speciale’s orch gave 
final summer Sunday night (1) con-| 
cel in School Auditorium, with 
Alice Burch as guest soprano. : 

Martin Burns headed Labor Day , 
weekend bill at President hotel's 
Round-the-World Room. Callahan 


Sisters, Eddie Mennetti and Johnny 
Hamp’s orch completed bill. 

Julian A. Hillman. general man- 
ager of Hotel Chelsea, on boardwalk 
for past six years, will 
manage Don CeCar hotel, near St. 
Petersburg. Fla., during winter. 

Glenn Miller’s orch played three- 


| Neola. 


hereafter | 


After 10 years at the London Pal-|. Helen Jepson sustained arm in- 
ladium, the Sherman-Fisher ga] JUT!es in motor crash. 
| troupes are out. 4 June Brodel changed her 
Willerby’s bottle party club. which "ame to Joan Brooks. 
closed recently after losing $20.000,| Vera Lewis celebrated her 47th 
reopened as restaurant with floor year in show business. 


show. | Mary Carlisle to Chicago to open 
Jack Buchanan sponsoring farce.' a stage tour of the east. 

‘The Body Was Well Nourished,| Irving Lesser in from Broadway 

which after tour in provinces comes, to visit his brother Sol. 

to the Lyric for West End run. Charles Einfeld shot a hole-in-one 
Lou Jackson, chairman of Anglo- ©" the Del Monte links. 

American Corp., piaced on director-| ,.Charles D. Prutzman here for stu- 

ate of British National Films. Latter “0 huddles at Universal. — " 

releases its product through AA. Ben Bernie spending his vacation 

here with his son, Jason. 


film 





2 ’ Tourists were ga-ga recently when Phil Samuels is no longer produc- ; 
) Photo of Dan Parker in Mirror | By Les Rees they bumped tale heneymneoning Lo- | tion manager for Gabriel had His | Pang ay Bana Wy over the 
promotional ad shows him as ex: | o vette Ve dT ; ‘ place has been taken by Stanley) > : : 
h t ; ung ar om Lewis. Miss ; Barbara Stanwyck back to werk 
ponent — finger touch system on! ‘Teg Lewis penciled into Orpheum Young ‘discovered’ Mexico as a va- | 22ynes, formerly with Paramount. | afer minor eye operation. 
ty — re enein beck with | = Fie il Rs te cation spot some time ago. — atypia a been op-| PR R. Rogers to Coronado 
Chicago company of “The Man Who | Asbury hospital, seriously ill. | | Pep-slowing altitude (7,000 feet) ead ne anaes Godan lees antes, alg Pema a nel in her 
Came to ~ apo aan starts tour- | LeRoy J. Miller, Universal branch ,was tough on the acrobatic turns;tion. Has gone to Tring to shed home town, Helena, Mont. 
a Rang ha dran heeaneate taitth tev /manager, in Chicago for sales’ con- | with the Marcus show the first week. | weight. Jerry Dale checked in as publicity 
a , ” - < j . joc re ~ ‘ ; = : 
ing Yates office, company manager | "hae Cistieciee Wattek etetd | em - include The Jig aws, Jack Carroll Levis and his former agent, — for Alexander Korda. 
of ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ due on | cajesman, convalescing after appen- olt, Princess Hin Low, Jarada. Len Urry, who is now playing|, Mi pe he ge a — Amer- 
Broadway after revision. | dectomy.. ' | Regine and Shanley, American | vaudeville with amateur presenta-| nm hag | Pha —- pan ng one ital 
W. P. Montague, Paramount News |“ Herb Blass, Warners office man- | dance team driven out of Europe by — - egpemeee te. teva, Revel. still limping after motor conah. 
assignment editor, taking rest cure | goer, on northern Minnesota fishing | the war, are at El Patio’s, town’s best | M@@¢ UD. | John Murray Anderson rented a 
at Martha's Vineyard, but back last | editi (no arg t) i ili For first time in his career, Wiil- : : ; 
‘eek for two days on the reel expedition. argumen nitery. Aquilino,|,. . : . ’ _ house in Beverly Hills until October. 
eee ee sete geet Of honor | Maurie “Abrams, vet M-G_ ex- Cuban saxophonist, also on bill, |Hiam Mollison. is producing pliy for) "Baby ‘Sandy made honorary chiet 
: ploiteer, under doctor’s care follow- ‘Bip ; —s - ‘aN of the South Pasadena Fire Depart- 
Sept. 9 at Waldorf by National Com- |} : ; One ‘Bill’ Wells, of Cavalcade Pro- | oldie, ‘Smilin’ Thru,’ which opens in 
mittee for Music Appreciation which oe Ningline circus trick | ductions, advertised in local press for | the sticks end of August. . re Hasso arrived from Sweden 
gave him annual award for ‘God | rider, recuperating from broken leg |capital to make travel films about} Arthur Greenspan, formerly sales after a roundabout trip to avoid war 
Bless ——— J st ho | at,St. Cloud, Minn., hospital. Mexico for U. S. A. exhibition. Gave | head of Associated British and more zones. 
w..- aaa . Withers in hae | Twin City Variety club members!P. O. box addresses in Hollywood | recently with 20th-Fox, has been ap-| Bing Crosby entered National 
J* - at Breezy Point, Minn., resort this and San Antonio. pointed circuit sales manager of Amateur golf tournament in New 
tures, back to home town (N. Y.) \, ; , : a | 
for visit. His dad is stage carpenter -— ' es SE Pan American stock company (in Pathe Pictures, subsidiary of AB. i Ma — Chi 
Radio City Music Hall. tke ‘sleie a ft..| English) will close its ‘tourist sea- |, Charles Henry has been brought Po 3 ee See 
at y his northern Minnesota home for | “8 st sea to establish a local office for Mills 
Bennett Cerf, head of Random piorida or California, where he'll 80m’ with S. N. Behrman’s ‘The Sec- 1 ad onnme a a Grants | Novelty. 
Hoe tsio “department. of “MeCann- |SPend the winter. (ond Man.’ | Tiffany's $50,000 glass | Brighton, and put in charge of allot | Louis B. Mayer awarded the Gold 
8 ! - -| Originally scheduled three-week curtain at the Palacio is illuminated he ae : ‘ citi .. Citizenship Medal by Veterans of 
Erickson, to be hitched Sept. 17. engagement of Freddie Fisher’s{|between acts at Pan American per- — = &. GORTOn NS os Foreign Wars. 
She's also a cousin of Ginger Rogers. |. per ve . cupie efore. i 
Argumentative customers in ena ag oe band at Happy Hour | formances (Saturday matinees only) New war regulation bars theatre Alian Jones oe os ory 4 
niteries who are overly enthusiastic reat ano sg a ee ae ea ~ an added tourist attraction. bills in suburbs and provinces from Moricen p> AFP pore See, “ 
pro-Willkie or Roosevelt are given | Hioeg Levy. 20th-Fox district man-| One chorus girl is excused each | carrying name of location of theatre.| }farry M. Warner was awarded a 
the brush by waiter-captains who | ..4; in Chicago to conclude three- Sunday from the 4 p.m. matinee of | Instance, Stoll’s house in Chiswick. | medal for Americanism by Veterans 
noes nae ae ee oe year franchise with Minnesota Amus. |the Marcus show in order to attend | for years the {Chiswick Empire, now | of Foreign Wars. 
p Aaapesd ng A e even has @ Co. and starts this week on second | the bullfights. Girls are being rushed | Pilled as Stoll’s Empire. | Dorothy Lamour to New Orleans 
Grace Moore goes to the Coast © R- Kent drive tour. ‘by the matadors and Mexican cos-| Malec:m Roberts, formerly direc- to appear in benefits for victims of 
this week to guest-solo at the closing |mopolites generally. And do they | tor and general manager of Nationa] the recent hurricane. : 
{ concert of the San Francisco Fair | |like it! A sad note is the confinement Provincial Astories, which was ab- Al Parmenter moved in as pub- 


|sorbed by Associated British, has licity chief for RKO Hillstreet and 
|joined the Granada Picture circuit Pantages theatres, 
}in a managerial capacity. Tommy McLeod, ; 

Red Davis, local film director, tak-| _,Nancy Kelly moved inte the cast 
ing out vaudeville unit, ‘How to Be ©f ‘Caribbean Holiday’ at Universal, 
a Film Star,’ in which he will use a _—— ae ee who with- 
makeup man on stage for members | FEW 0M ace oO . 
of sn audience. Show opens fo! Richard age and Gladys _ 
Hyams Bros., with General Theatres ™#” back from eo where t rh 
Corp. to follow. conferred with Bert Vheeler on the 

Union Cinemas, Ltd., reveals op- script of his fortncorming Paramount 
erating profit of $781,600 for year | Pitre. 
ended December last. After alloca- 
tions for tax, interest and reserve. ° 
net of John Maxwell chain emerged Australia 
at $48,432. Plus amount left over 
from previous year, UC carried for- By Eric Gorrick 
| ward $161,696. . 

Tom Arnold and Harry Foster's 
‘Sunny Side Up’ on a 20-week pro- 


succeeding 








Sydney, Aug. 14. 
‘Mortal Storm’ looks set for good 





vincial tour for General Theatres A 

Corp. and Moss Empires, opening 'V" !? Sydney for Metro. 
|Finsbury Park Empire Sept. 9, with Continuous charity drives for war 
Max Wall in Stanley Lupino part purposes are still zeroing nabe trade. 
jand Beryl Orde playing Florence Extensive drought in New South 
| Desmond role. Wales crippling farmers’ amusement 
‘Blackpool’s Own Band Waggon,’ patronage. 


the Jack Taylor-George Black show Bob Parrish, U. S. colored singer, 
at the Opera House, Blackpool, for jac peen set by the Watermans for 
| the summer svar failed - a la season in Adelaide. 
}on opening espite big cust heac y ae . 
Sekar Katee. . latter reputed get-/— Following heavy protests by M+tro, 
: Title changed | Film Appeals Board has okayed 
ri ‘Strange Cargo’ after some snipping 
Williamson-Tait will bring into 
Sydney ‘Ice Follies of 1940’ for legit 
run bid. Show fared only so-so in 
Melbourne. 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ socko in Sydney. 


Reason for lack of support is 


able radio name, has been around 
Yorkshire and Lancashire for a cou- 


_ wage ogy -_ , i, youeis Anticipated by Martin-Fuller-Carrol]] 
note it they were getting same) that nine weeks will be gotten with- 
secede out any difficulty for legit hit. 


Royal Fair, usually run every 
Fuster in Sydney, will not be held 


Stroudsburg, Pa. next Easter owing to fairgrounds 


being taken over by the military. 


By John Bartholomew | ‘Wind,’ on second release for 
- Greater Union here, is admission- 
scaled 15¢ lower than when first 


Second time in 22 years that great 
West End Fair rained out 

Violet Clark made some of her 
masks for Skytop’s ‘Skyrackets.’ 

Penn Hills Lodge opened late in 


played by Hoyts and Metro. Biz is 
okay on lower scale. 

Wallace Parnell’s ‘Crazy’ show at 
Tivoli, Sydney, a decided click. 
Acts include Bob Dyer, George Wal- 

oe T , rar WT, ; : >< 
Former exhibitor William Blumen- poe Jenny Howerd, Edwin Svies, 


ew Fine, Gilmore d Wells 
berg discharged from General Hos- Suhioun ane Ma Bi oy orp 
pital. A. Coppell, author of ‘I Killed the 


Frederick Sittig of Sittig Trio re- 


Count,’ has arrived here from Lon- 
covering from 


don. Believed that Granet Carroll, 
in association with Sir Ben Fuller, 
mav arrange dates for some of Cop- 
pell’s new plays in this spot. 

Metro execs said to be keen to 


iliness at home in 

‘Boom Town’ at raised prices held 
over at Sherman. First time in years 
for a holdover there. 


Bernie Whitman's band with arrange dates throughout New Zea- 
Peggy Cannon continue at Johnny jand for ‘Wind’ runaround within 
DeSanto’s Pocono Summit Inn until the next few weeks. It’s indicated 
late fall. that a deal will be set with a major 

Dick Jones, Frances Clair and joop at satisfactory terms for the 
| Babs Roth with Ray Baylor’s band in territory. 
new floor show at Columbia Hotel, Syd Gresham is dickering with 


day engagement ended Monday (2) | 
on Steel Pier Little Jack Little 
followed Miller on Tuesday for six | 
days. Guv Lombardo will play one | 


day Saturday (7). 
ended week's stay Friday (30). 

Kav Thorne. lost her job as 
actress with Mae Desmond Players 


“ he ) 


Jack Teasarden | 


} 


| 


/when latter burned out in the Vent- | 


‘nor Pier fire, and had just landed 


'tising, purposes. 


Columbia, N. J 


; Greater Union to release ‘Convoy’ 
Carnivalman Lloyd H. 


(Dutch) (ATP) at State, Sydney, for extend- 


Serfas escaped with scratches when ed run. War and propaganda pix 
his new Piper Cub crashed when have not been at all suceessful in 


striking light wire. Pilot more seri- this zone, but if a deal is set, that 
ously hurt. Used plane for adver- angle will be wiped out with this 
#One., 
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OBITUARIES 


GIULIO GATTI-CASAZZA 

Giulio Gatti-Casazza, 71, former 
impresario of the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York for 27 years, 
died at his home in Ferrara, Italy, 
Sept. 2. His death followed by a 
few months that of his wife, Rosina 
Galli, former ballet mistress of the 
Met. 


Gatti had been prominent in opera | 


and music for over 40 years, being 


personally acquainted with the lead- | 


ing figures of the operatic and con- 
cert stage. He retired from the Met 
in 1935, and with his wife went to 


his home in Ferrara, where they en- | 


joyed quiet and rest. Her death last 
April is believed to have left him 
despondent. 

Despite his severance of active as- 





‘died suddenly at his home in that 
city last Wednesday (28). 

John Roy (Jack) Ogden, 38, Lon- 
,don theatre publicist, died in Lon- 
‘don of pneumonia Aug. 8 after a 
brief illness. 

In addition to 
office, Ferrone 


| gained consciousness. 
the N. Y. broker’s 





For some 
‘also operated a restaurant in N. Y., 
but not recently. 
Widow, son and a married daugh- 





had a refreshment concession at the! ° Ly 9 
World’s Fair years, he Major Barbara 


Continued from page 2 


clared, as it considers ‘Major Bar- 








inued 


Con 





fendants have reached agreement on 
| the principal points at issue, 

| As the terms of the settlement are 
becoming public, a storm of exhibi- 
‘tor protest has prompted Thurman 
_Arnold, chief of the anti-trust divi- 
| sion of the Justice Department, to 
give an opportunity to exhibitor in- 
terests te be heard. From far and 


| Beef On Decree 


ter, all living in Forest Hills, N. Y., 
| survive. 





JAMES T. FAY 
James T. Fay, 63, one of the own- | Testoration of the petrol allotment to | 
ers of the Fay chain of theatres the producing company. After the 


in Providence, Philadelphia 
| Rochester, N. Y., died of a heart ail- 
ment while attending Narr 
Race Track Saturday (30). Fay was 


associated with his brothers, Edward ticular hardship, Miss Baldwin said, | 
Deceased | the company 
‘was well known as a musician, hav-| ported more than 100 miles to get 
sociation with the Met, he was fre- ing been associated with the busi-| out of range of the constant airplane 
quently asked advice on matters per- | ness since starting his own band as_ noise. 


| M. and Bernard E. Fay. 


and |, war 


agansett |now back at the original figure. 
SS . } 


' 
| 


\things, it will increase Britain’s dol- 





— it~ os as near exhibitors are assembling here 
for the purpose of protesting. Meet- 
ings were held yesterday (Mon.) of 
the executive committees of the two 
national exhibitor groups, Motion | 
Picture Theatre Owners of America | 
and Allied States Exhibitors. Usually | 
at opposing positions in all matters 
regarding industry trade practices, | 
| the consent decree seems to have ac- | 
complished one notable coalition. | 
Poth national organizations are un- | 
alterably opposed to certain clauses 
in the document. 


lar holdings in the U. S. Among 


the leniencies shown Pascal has been 


Started it was reduced from 
2,000 gallons a month to 200, and is 


Outdoor shots have been a par- 


be trans- 


having to 


It took days, she declared 





f.om page 5 


ee ee 





, Durposes of its business.’ Vigorous 
| opposition is being made to this sec- 
; tion of the proposals. 
| Although the machinery for the 
arbitration of industry disputes has 
not been perfected, or completely 
planned, it is provided that the arbi- 
, tration shall be by neutral arbitra- 
tors designated by the American Ar- 
bitration Association. An appeal 
board consisting of three members, 
to be appointed by the court, will 
hear and determine appeals. Head- 
quarters of the three-man board 
will be in Washington, 

(Many exhibitors believe it should 
be in New York). 

Among the recommendations 
which Arnold is receiving is that he 


| Shall reconsider the proposals for 


the trade practice code which were 
submitted to and denied by him a 
year ago. These were drawn by a 


Biggest Squawk 


| distributors’ committee headed by 


taining to the Met by Edward John- a 
son, the present manager, who visited 
him several times at his Italian 
home, 


youth. 
Besides his brothers, he is sur-' 
vived by widow and three sisters. 





ALFRED GROSS 





| to get a needed shot of the Tower of 
part of the) 


London and, even so, 
balloon barrage shows in the print. 
Although this is an anachronism, 
Pascal is leaving it in as he feels it is 


Chief squawk is over the proposals | William P. Rodgers, of Loew’s. 
|in the decree which were framed by | Some exhibitors are contending for 
'the Government attorneys to abolish | the arbitration and cancellation pro- 
'blockbooking and blind selling of | visions in the Rodgers’ plan in pre- 
| films and substitute, in their place, | ference to the decree clauses. Under 


AMY INCE 


Mrs. Amy Ince Whittier, retired | nursing home Aug. 8. Born in Tom- | 


Alfred Gross, 87, died at a London 


of so much interest. 


Miss Baldwin had plenty of per- 


actress who appeared in stock and aszow, Poland, he went to England | sonal troubles, too, because she is a 
vaudeville more than a generation! when 18 and was_ naturalized 52 1U. S. citizen, thus classifying as an 
ago, died in Belfast, Me., Aug. 26,| years ago. He was one of the alien in England. She had to be in 


after a long illness. Known pro- 
fessionally as Amy Ince, she was the 
widow of the late Frank L. Whittier, 
with whom she became acquainted 
while both were playing in a travel- 
ing stock company at Port Jefferson, 
a he 


After their marriage the Whittiers | paperman. 


always acted together. They 
trouped in such standbys as ‘Bertha 
the Sewing Machine Girl,’ ‘When 


Women Love,’ ‘Under the Gaslights,” erator and for some years lessee of 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


192% 


September 5th, 





‘The Harvard Girl’ and ‘Convict No. 
999." As members of Nickerson’s 
Colossal Comedy Co. and The Whit- 
tier and Martine Comedy Co., they 
toured every state in the union. 
Their final appearances were in a 
vaudeville sketch written by Whit- 
tier entitled ‘In Wrong.’ 


Survivin r son harles L. | dren. isa 5 
a vane See 5 , Cha Gwen Williams to Norman Foley, | 
Whittier, v.p. of the Young & Rubi- —_—— ‘ a ‘oe . - . 
a ; | See eS in Peekskill, N. Y., Aug. 31. Groom 
cam advertising agency; two sisters, ERWIN ‘BUCK’ EWING Paiste arp fas) Se ee 
. aba an ss is professional manager of Witmark 
Mrs. J. Weir Anderson of Toronto Erwin ‘Buck’ Ewing, 58, former 3 estas "ttl ie 
, es music publishing firm; bride is vo- 
end Mrs. George Warren of Warren, |clarinetist for years with Arthur] __).. Dr 
; a meat calist on NEC, 
Ontario, and three grandchildren. |Pryor’s old band, and one season 





| 
| 
| 


| 


at 10:30 every evening and it was 
only through all sorts of string- 
pulling she was enabled to get per- 
mission to continue driving her car 
after the war started. 
make the 45-minute drive from 
Denham to London each evening in 
complete darkness. Several times 
she was midway at the 10:50 curfew 
time. Inasmuch as there was noth- 
ling else to do, she continued on, al- 
though an alien without proper 
papers out past that time is as liable 
as not to get shot on the spot or, at 
least, be jailed. 

‘Devil’s Disciple,” is next on 
Pascal's slate, but when it will be 
made depends on the war. There's a 
possibility Pascal may film it in the | 
U. S. Also on the sked are 
Joan’ and ‘Doctor's Dilemma.’ 


pioneers of the Jewish theatre move- 
ment in England, introduced Anna 
Held from Paris and Jacob P. Adler 
from Warsaw to London audiences. 
Gross had not been connected with 
show business since 1895. He was 
father of Bert Ross, London trade 





HARRY DOUGLAS 
Harry Douglas, 46, night club op- 





MARRIAGES 


the Oakland (Cal.) Roosevelt thea- 
tre, now the Downtown, died Aug. 17 
at his home in Oakland after a lin- Beta Rothafel Bijur to Lawrence 
gering illness. He came into promi- |, Levy, in New York. Aug. 28 
nence when he sought to return big- | Bride is daughter of the late Samuel 
time vaudeville to Oakland on a 
a ee = etates . | 
| combination picture-vaude policy. | Borough President of 
Survived by widow and two chil- | Samuel Levy. 


Manhattan 





| with John Philip Sousa, died at his Vivien Leigh to Laurence Olivier, 


JOHN C. SLAVIN |home in Lincoln, Neb., where hein Santa Barbara, Aug. 30. Both are 

John C. Slavin, 71, musica] comedy |had been in retirement for many | 5'a8e and screen players. 
and vaude performer, who acted in | years. Ruth (Bunty) Fabian to Bud Key- 
the theatre for more than a half Widow and two children survive;|ser, in Salt Lake City. She’s con- 
century, died Aug. 27 in the French | him. tinuity writer and women’s com- 


hospital, New York, after a long ill- 
ness, 


A native of N. Y., he started his | 


career at the age of 10 in San Fran- 
cisco minstrels. Slavin appeared in 
such musicals as “The Wizard of Oz,’ 
‘Singing Girl,’ ‘The Belle of New 


and | was 


mentator for KUTA, Salt Lake. 
Svehla 





EDDIE COLLINS 
Eddie Collins, 56, stage and film | Holland, in Detroit, Aug. 16. He’s 
comedian died suddenly second | announcer at WXYZ. Detroit: she’s 
heart attack at home Arcadia, Cal.| member of studio’s dramatic staff. 
Trouper for 30 years he gave up|} Reusiac 
legit for pictures four years ago and Ariz 
under contract at 20th-Fox ii 


Marjorie to Roscoe Mul- 


Zan Joyce to 
| Thompson, at Yuma, 


Kingsley 


Aug. 31. 


She had to | 


‘St. | 
lin their complaints, a leading inde- 


Rothafel (Roxy); he’s son of former | 


a system by which no exhibitor 
would be required to license any mo- 
/ tion picture for future showing until 
‘he had an opportunity to see the fin- 
ished product in a projection room. 
This is the plan known as the ‘five- 
picture group sales’ scheme. By it, 
‘all five major companies agree to 
| trade-show their films in advance of 
|selling. When the Government final- 


lly obtained consent of 20th-Fox and | 


| Paramount to this clause, to which 
| Loew’s, RKO and Warner Bros. had 
agreed, it was felt that a victory had 
/been won for exhibitors, who, in 
'earlier discussions, had attributed to 


| blockbooking and blind selling most 


of the ills of the industry. 


| 
| 
| The Government now is discover- 
| 


ing that its cure for blockbooking is 


|causing more strenuous and vehe- 


ment protests than the practice it- 
self. 
Just Complaint 
That exhibitors are not inconsistent 


pendent operator cites that cause of 
dissatisfaction with the five-picture 
grouping is a qualifying clause which 
| was slipped into the final draft of the 
proposels. It reads: 


| trade-shown features in groups as it 
|mav from time to time determine. . .’ 

Chief cause of dissatisfaction 
against the blockbooking methods is 
said to have been the practice of 
distributors in taking a film from a 
{lower percentage group and assign- 
ling it to a higher percentage. FEx- 
hibitors are inferming Arnold that 
the interchangeable clause defeats 
ithe purpose of the five-picture plan 

From other sources come protests 
against the new proposal for group 


selling on the ground that the five- | 


picture scheme will make film nego- 
tiations endless through the year. 
Currently, under the blockbooking 
plan, exhibitors may purchase their 
films in groups ranging from 40 to 65, 
with the advantages of 

some of the films, depending on the 


ve elit 
cancelling 


‘Any distribu- | 
tor may in offering its features for | 


licensing change the combination of 


York,’ ‘A Knight for a Day’ 
*‘When Dreams Come True.” With 
Charles Walton he formed a vaude | 
act known as Walton and Slavin, a 
prominent turn a generation ago. A 


where working in | 
Widow, son and daughter survive. 


BILLY PRICE 


member of the original cast of ‘Jack! Billy Price, 42, songwriter and 
and the Beanstalk,’ he also was seen Nitery entertainer, died Thursday 
with the Lillian Russell Opera Co. | (30) in Charity hospital, New Or- 


His las. part was in a production of | leans, following an illness of several 
‘His Honor, the Mayor.’ |months. He was also a pioneer radio 
He leaves a son, Ray Slavin, with | artist. 
whom he lived. Funeral services ioe 
were held Friday (30) in N. Y., and MITCHELL L. ERLANGER 
burial followed at Flushing ceme- Mitchell L. Erlanger, 83, former 
tery, Flushing, N. Y. |N. Y. Supreme Court justice and 
| brother of the late A. L. Erlanger, 
| died at his home in New York Aug. 
William R. McStay, veteran press | 30. after a heart attack. 
agent and theatre manager, and for Further details in legit section. 
the last 15 years director of pub- | oni 
licity for thé American President Harry Newcorn, 82, retired dealer 
Lines under the former Matson op- in musical instruments and well 
eration, died suddenly of a heart at- | known among Broadway personali- 
tack at his home in Alameda, Cal., | ties, died Aug. 27 at his home in 
Aug. 11. He was in his sixties. Sur- | New Rochelle, N. Y., following a six- 
vived by a widow. | month illness. Operator of a shop 
McStay came into public relations ,0n Park Row, N. Y., for 60 years, he 
through circuses, musicals and road- | was patronized by Weber and Fields, 
show films of silent days. He also | Ed Wynn, among many others. Sur- 
operated theatres for Louis R. Lurie | vived by son, Sidney, who now con- 
20 years ago. ducts the business, and a sister. 





WILLIAM R. McSTAY 











JOHNNY FERRONE Claire Rubinsohn, 37, film company 
Johnny Ferrone, 46, one of the big- | contact and secretary at the Brandt 
gest bookmakers during New York’s| literary agency for 20 years, died 
era of oral horse betting, a ticket Friday (30) in New York. She had 
broker with a spot near the Broad-_| been ill for six months, 
way Palace in heyday of vaudeville, ! 
and recently proprietor of a sports; Mother, 82, of the late Charles 
ticket agency across the street from; (Chic) Sales and film actress Vir- 





‘Chad Hanna.’ | 


Bride is legit player. | prices paid for the various groups. 
_ |Under the new proposals there will 

| Bernard J. Johnson to Lloraine be no cancelations permitted. 

He's Another source of protest against 

| the new decree is the provision giv- 

ing exhibitors only two days after 


| Harris, in Cincinnati, Sept. 1. 
an announcer on WCKY, Cincy. 
| Tris Meredith to Jack Otterson, in 
|Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 1. Bride is| approval of their contracts within 
|film player; groom is art director | which to apply for arbitration on the 
for Universal. | question of undue sales pressure by 
Rosemary Claypool to Kenneth/|a distributor. Similarly, only seven 
Young, in Kansas City, Kansas,/days after purchase is provided 
scheduled for Sent. 6. Groom is an-| Within which to apply for abrogation 
nouncer at KCKN, K. C. | of*contract for any picture which is 
| Loretta Sayers to Richard Van locally _Offensive. Many instances 
|Conover, in Hartsdale, N. Y., Aug. may arise, exhibitors declare, when 
129. Bride is a film and legit actress. public attitude will not have ex- 
pressed itself within so short a pe- 


Marilyn Hope to Norman Blake, | riod. It is anticipated that Arnold 
Sept. 2, Las Vegas, Nev. Both film | will insist on longer periods in both 
players, | instances. 

Arleen Whelan to Alexander aoe 


D’Arcy Sept. 1, in Las Nev. 
Both film players. 


BIRTHS 


Vegas, | Theatre Chain Expansion 
Provisos Frowned Upon 
Next to the new sales plans, the 

| qualifications of the provisions regu- | 

; Mr. and Mrs. Bud Hulburd, son, | lating expansion of theatre circuits | 

in Hollywood, Aug. 28. Father is and the limitations of protest against | 

special effects technician at RKO. | prevailing clearances between thea- | 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Hewitt, son,! tres, have brought forth the most 
in Hollywood, Aug. 29. Father is! dissent from exhibitors. 

manager of Larchmont theatre, Los; The decree is predicated on a 

Angeles. three-year trial term, during which | 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathon Hole, | the Government will not proceed | 

daughter, Aug. 26 in Chicago. Father | 284!nst the film companies to divorce 

and mother are radio actors. She's theatre operations from distribution. 


the former Betty Hanna. | In return for immunity from that | 


; | source the compani gr 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Landau, | ‘ ee ee MS ee 


‘enter upon a general program of 
daughter, Aug. 31, Hollywood. Father | expanding theatre holdings.’ It is | 





| increase his 


the Rodgers’ plan disputes were to 
be arbitrated by industry personnel, 
, whereas the consent decree calls for 
| ‘the maintenance and functioning of 
| the arbitration officers and person- 
| nel...under the jurisdiction of the 
American Arbitration Association,’ 
|More practical decisions, it is de- 
clared, would come from industry 
| arbitrators than from men unfamil- 
iar with the processes of the film 
business. 

In view of the dissent against the 
| decree it is believed here that Ar- 
;nold will not be hasty in jamming 
| through the order. He may assem- 
| ble all the complaints and then 
present the situation to Judge Henry 
_W.« Goddard, who is presiding. The 
fact that three of the eight com- 
'panies originally served with the 
complaint have refused to go along 
with the consent decree negotiations 
opens the door for Arnold to delay 
action until he has filed a new bill 
against the three—Columbia, Uni- 
versal and United Artists. 





WB Execs in Consent 
Parley On the Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Governmental consent decree in 
the film industry case is the subject 
of a conference here between Harry 
M. Warner, Gradwell Sears, general 
sales manager, and Morris Ebenstein, 
attorney for the Warner company, at 
the Burbank studio, 

Visiting execs are due to remain 
here until the company makes a final 
decision on its policy 





Pa. UMPTO Protests 
Philadelphia, Sept. 3 

The United Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of Eastern Pennsylva- 
nia, Southern New Jersey and Dela- 
ware, went on record opposing the 
clause in the consent decree that 
provides for the sale of pictures in 
blocks of five without cancellation 
privileges. In a letter to Thurman 
Arnold, assistant U. S. attorney gen- 
eral, Lewen Pizor, UMPTO prexy, 
charged the clause would work ‘a 
very great hardship’ on exhibitors, 
particularly those living great dis- 
tances away from exchange centers 

‘The exhibitor at this time enjoys 
certain cancellation rights,’ Pizor 
wrote, ‘and under this proposed 
clause he would be denied any ecan- 
ceilation rights. 

‘The granting of this clause would 
(the exhibitor’s) cost 
greatly and nullify his present de- 


| sire for community selectivity and 


force him to play or pay for all five 
of the pictures to get the probable 
few of the group suitable for his 
community. 

‘This clause serves no public {n- 
terests whatsoever but is merely one 
which imposes costly hardship upon 
the exhibitor. 

‘This organization feels that the 
Department of Justice is very anx- 
lous to fairly and impartially adjust 
the differences now existing in this 
industry and guard the exhibitor 
against any inequitable approaches 
by the distributors and provide for 
a fair basis under which the ex- 


| hibitor may procure and show his 


necessary pictures, 

“With this in mind, we are quite 
sure that you will agree that a de- 
nial to the exhibitor of cancellation 
privileges is a denial of a protective 
right. We, therefore, urge that this 
five-picture clause be eliminated 
from the proposed consent decree 
and a very substantial cancellation 


Madison Square Garden, died 
Saratoga Springs, 
Aug. 29 of injuries suffered in a 
head-on collision of two automobiles 
three days before. 


in| ginia Wren, died Aug. 29 in Urbana, 
N. Y., hospital! I. 


He never re-/ staff yocalist at KDKA, Pittshurgh, | ford. 


is an agent. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Haase, son, 
in New Haven, Aug. 19. 


Father of Mary Martha Briney, 








provided, however, that nothing 
shall prevent any defendant from 


| 


| privilege be substituted.’ 
Exhibitors, both inside and out- 


) Father is | acquiring theatres or interests there- | side the UMPTO organization, were 
program director of WDRC, Hart- in to protect its investment or its | urged by Pizor to write or wire their 
_| competitive position or for ordinary 


protests against the clause to Arnold. 
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Season ’s Vaude ‘Comeback’ 


Continued from page 1 





ha 


now, an ; 
yled between the union and theatre 


operators in Philly today (Wednes- | 
day), #1 which possibly a deal may 
be worked out. WB insists on a | 
contract that will obligate it to pay 


ve been picketing the house and | three days each: Gaiety, Boston, full- 
ther WB theatres for many months | week burley house playing vaude 
A d there's a meeting sched- | turns; Capitol, Lynn, Mass; Capitol, 
| Pawtucket: 








Court Square, Spring- 
field, Mass.. and Empire, Fal! River, 
all split weeks. 

Unless there's a strong infiux of 





| talented film names for personal ap- 


| 

; 

} te . ‘ } 

for musicians only in such theatres | Pearance tours, there's nothing on | 
| 


they play, end when they play. 
siead of # blanket deal that covers 
al] its houses in that territory. 


Another uncertain major WB 
house is the Stanley, Pittsburgh. | 
Last year this house played stage) 
shows regularly, but this year the 
policy may call for only occasional | 
vaude or name band layouts. First 
show in the house will be topped 
by Mickey Rooney, opening Sept. 14, 
put after that the policy is uncer- 
iain. Rooney, who opens Loew's 
Siate in Cleveland Friday (5), goes 
to Capitol, Washington, Sept. 21, and 
ihen to Loew's State, New York, 
week of Sept. 28. He made some 
personals last season with Judy Gar- 
Jana. 

There's no change in the Para- 
mount vaude picture either, with 
nothing added and nothing lost from 
jhe time it has had right along. It’s 
pocking occasional shows into the 
Michigan, Detroit, and Buffalo, Buff- 
alo, plus its regular Paramount, New 
York, and Oriental and Chicago in 


Chi. A few other midwest stands 
also get shows once in awhile 
through Harry Kalcheim in N.Y., 


but these are infrequent and usually 

only when a strong b.o. name is 

available. . 
RKO 

RKO’s time consists of the Palace, 
Cleveland, full-week; Colonial, Day- 
ton, full week; Strand, Syracuse, two 
days, and Keith's, Boston, a half or 
full-week, depending on the b.o. 
calibre of the stage show. 

Loew's, which has been going 
along just with the State, N-Y., and 
Capitol, Washington, for the past few 
years, contemplates no major 
additions. Once in awhile it will 
book shows into spots like the State, 
Cleveland, and Capitol, New York, 
if something of major importance 
comes along, but otherwise will re- 
lain the status quo of its two-week 
DOOR, 

Warner Bros., which last year had 
ihe most playing time of the majors, 
is Off in comparison to 1939. Besides 


ihe Strand, New York, and Earle. 
Washington, this circuits Harry 
Mayer will be booking only some 


one and two-day spots. These are 


the Astor, Reading, Pa., opening 
Sept. 20, two days; Capitol, Lancas- 
ier, Fa.. opening Sept. 21, one day: 


Strand, York, Pa. opening Sept. 21, 
one day; and the Stanley, Chester. 
Pa., opening sometime in October as 
a one-day stand. Missing from the 
book are some one and two-day nabe 
spois around Philadelphia which 
were also crimped by the impasse 


with the musicians. 
Indie 
The Indie picture, as represented 
by Eddie Sherman and Arthur 
Fisher, the leading bookers in that 
field. is a little brighter. They. at 
jeasit, have made a couple of addi- 
lions while losing only a_half- 
weeker, Fisher's Carlton, Jamaica 
(Brandts) 
Sherman has added the Royal. 


Baltimore, a colored house which 


opened Sunday (1) as a full-weeker 
Fats Waller's orch headlines the first 
show. In Balto also, Sherman has 
the Hipp, big-time full-weeker,~and 
the State, a split-week playing mod- 
eralely priced layouts. Other major 
spots booked by Sherman are the 
Newark, which opened Fri- 
Cay (3¢ ) with George White’s ‘Scan- 
Cals as a full-weeker: Carmen. 
Philade Iphia, full-week: Fay’s, Phila- 
Celphia, full-week, which reopened 
Monday (2) with Ann Corio head- 
aning; Tower, Camden, N. J., opened 
as split-week but goes to full week 
#ler On; State, Hartford, with a flex- 
‘Ole policy from four days to a full 
week, cepending on the strength of 
ine show; Majestic, Paterson, N. J., 
Sphi-week opening Sept. 30; State, 
Easton, Pa.; State, Harrisburg, Pa.: 
Colonial, Allentown, Pa., and Cen- 
tury, Buffalo, all three days each 
Per week: Colonial, Lancaster, Pa.. 
and Broadway, 


Adams 


Cay each, 
Fisher's Houses 
Ran £ book is dominated by the 
if 


Brandt full-weekers in Mm 3 
‘ne Flatbush, Brooklyn, and Wind- 


ent moment the bookers are strictly 


In- | the horizon to indicate a hypo for 


theatre operators to 
houses to stage shows. 


open their 
At the pres- 


on the hunt for bands with b.o. pull, 
although there also appears to be a 
leaning towards strong units peopled | 
with a lot of good-looking femmes. | 
As yet, however, there's been no 
rush by vaude producers to gamble 
with such shows. 

Two N. Y. Brandt houses, using | 
bands as a nucleus of their shows, | 
resume operation Sept. 12. Origi- | 

| 
| 





nally it was a four-house operation. 

Art Jarret’s new band and Sally 
Rand's unit pick up the new seéa- 
son on the 12th at the Flatbush and 


follow at the Windsor. Cab Callo- | 
way and Jimmy Dorsey follow on | 
19th and the 26th. and Bill Bardo | 
Oct. 3, at the Flatbush. 
| 
| 





$1,000,000 Less | 
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there was little of the usual holiday | 
biz. 

While the hurricane and siorm dia | 
not touch A. C., roads and bridges to | 
this city were washed out and no 


'trains or buses or private cars could 


Pitman, N. J., one 


ei Bronx. His newest addition is 
ont , Metropolitan, Providence, half 


i full-weeker operated by Ralph 
Snyder, Boston indie. Other Fisher 
a spots are the Freeport, Free- 
p rt, ae Liberty, Elizabeth, N. J.. 
&nc Piymouth, Worcester, Mass., al! 


enter all day Sunday. Jt is estimated 
that 100,000 were kept away. Many 
already here, fearing hurricane 
warning, remained indoors. 
———— j 
Philly Biz Booms 
Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 
Floods that swept through South 
Jersey over the weekend put a crimp 


in Labor Day biz in Atlantic City 
and its environs, but proved a god- | 
send to film houses here and road- | 


houses in Camden. 

Downtown Philly had the appear- | 
ance of New Year's Eve Sunday 
night (1) as thousands of pleasure- 


seekers jammed the streets and | 
packed the film palaces. Midnight | 
shows were on at the Earle and | 
Stanley and both played to S. R. O. 
houses. 

Roadhouses and niteries in the | 
parts of Jersey untouched by the | 
floods reported socko biz. ‘(Pennsy 
blue laws forbid sale of liquor on | 
Sunday). Labor Day weekend ex- 


odus to shore spots were at a mini- | 
mum due to shutoff of highways in- | 
undated by the flood. Railroad ser- | 
vice was also badly hampered. 


Radio’s Bugaboo Ires 
New England Resorts 
New Bedford, Mass.., 
Frequent warnings by) 
tions of a Labor Day 
which threatened but missed the 
New England Coast, created broad 
casting’s phoniest scare since Orson 
Welles’ Martians. according to the 
consensus in southeastern Massachu- 
setts. Resort operators Were nat- 
urally the bitterest c: but dis- 
commoded vacationeers were als¢ 
plenty caustic. Rhode Island coast 
and Cape Cod businessmen blame 
regional stations for giving the big 


Sept. 3. 
radio sta- 
hurricane, | 


tics, 


blow an unwarranted buildup. 
WPRO, Providence, and WBZ- 
WBZA; Boston-Springfield, aired 
hurricane bulletins constantly from 
Saturday on. Yankee Network on | 
Sunday advised boat removals and 
other precautions ‘even though they 
may prove unnecessary. Results 
wholesale beach evacuations pre- 
maturely; cancellations by prospec- 


tive weekenders; thousands of phone 
calls to newspapers, police and Cozsst 


Guard: desperately needed season’s- 
end resort biz completely floppo. 

In 1938 when the hif, 
the common lament was ‘Why didn't 
we get some warning?’ Squawk | 
now is that warnings were overem- 
phasized and hypoed hysteria. Sta- | 
tions, as a result, it is said, may find 
themselves crving ‘Wolf’ when the 
big breeze really busts. 


hurricane 


Outdoor Biz Blotto 


St. John, N. B.. Sept. 3. 

The 1940 outdoor amusement sea- 
son has been a colossal bust in the 
eastern provinces, despite improved ; 
economic conditions due to war Or- | 
ders. 

Amusement parks were given 8&8, 
terrific beating by adverse weather | 
and the collapse of the tourist traffic 
from the U. S. owing to the fear of | 
being involved in stringent border 
restrictions ‘ 


| artists 


' reliance 


|'of glamor, colo! 


Forum 


No Gag 
Editor, Variety: 
New York. 
The gagsters used to have a lot of 


{ 


fun with the actors who stood out- | 


side of the Palace ‘waiting for the 
talkies to blow over.’ 

Judging from your recent featured 
articles on the subject, however, the 
actors are entitled to an apology 
from the wits. 

It looks as though the talkies finai- 
ly are blowing over—but fast! 

Geo. C. MacKinnon. 

P. S—And if we hear much more 
about ‘Jeanie With the Nut-Brown 
Hair,’ the song-pluggers had better 
start oiling up their adenoids, for 
radio is going to blow over also. 


Mere Poetic 
Editor, Variety: 
St. Louis. 

For 32 years I've carried a name 
that sounded like a Chinese laundry- 
man or a piece of pie in Honolulu, 
but that’s all changed now. 

Bama Rowell, the National Lea- 
gue’s leading hitter and second base- | 
man for the Boston Bees, along with 
Bill Posedel, their star pitcher, got 
together here in the Chase Hotel 
where our band is currently holding 
forth, and changed the monicker to 
‘Eddie Allen’ Poe. The name stuck 
with the St. Louis contingent so I'm 
throwing it at the trade and I'm 
planning to plead the cause to the 
judge immediately. 

Take me out of that laundry de- 
partment. 


Cou Poe. 
alias E. A. P. 





| Eddy Duchin’s 


| defenses, 


| Herald-Examiner, 
|using such writers as 
isports editor-in-chief of the N. Y. 
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75G Suit vs. Winchell, Mirror 


An unusual libel suit for $75,000 
damages against the Daily Mirror, 
Inc., and Walter Winchell by John 
Davidson, furrier, was revealed last 
week (28) in the N. Y. supreme 
court, when Justice Samuel Hof- 
stadter ordered the examination be- 
fore trial of Winchell and a responsi- 


ble officer of the Mirror on Sept. 6. 


Suit charges libel in the Nov. 28, 


'1938, issue of the Mirror, when Win- 


chell warned chorus girls to beware 


|Of a man selling foxes; as Penny 


Wise (Doris Fisher), 


orch, 


soloist with 
had been 
sypped. 

Plaintiff claims he sold a fox fur to 
Miss Fisher and that Winchell’s 
story libeled him. Both the Mirror 
and Winchell interpose affirmative 
claiming that the singer 
paid $300 for a $750 fox which was 
never delivered. She sued David- 
son and recovered the $300, plus $31 
costs, and it is asserted that David- 
son was arrested as a result. 





Alice Brewer’s Radio Guests 

Alice Brewer, ex-Boston American 
(Hearst) gossip columnist, now con- 
ducting the only sports program for 
women, on WMCA, N. Y., has a flock 
of sports personalities lined up. As 
Alyce Siemens, Miss Brewer is now 
using her right name on the air. 

A protege of Jack Malloy, now 
managing editor of Hearst's Chicago 
Miss Brewer is 
Max Kase, 


Journal-American: Bob Considine. of 


the Mirror; Bob Brumby, of PM: Joe 


Boys at San Quentin 
Stage Their Second 
‘Walled World’s Fair’ 


San Quentin, -Cal.. Sept. 3. 
The boys San have 
nothing on the bovs in San Quentin 


in Francisco 


when it comes to putting on a 


World’s Fair, particularly in the art 
department, 


including paintings, 


drawings, sculptures and other ven- 


| tures into the sphere of skilled de- 


sign. 
Foliowing ‘or leading) the Frisco 
Expo for the second vear,. the inside 
are putting on their second 
‘Walled World's Fair,’ with a prom- 
ise of hot competition in the various 
classes—the old collegiate spirit. 


FRISCO TO L.A. PLAN 
FOR EXPO ‘CALVACADE’ 


San Francisco, Sept. 8. 
Deal cooking here whereby ‘Caval- 
cade of America’ would move te 
Hollywood Bow}, follow ng close of 


Expo here 


Plans fall for outdoor spectacle te 


open around Nov. 1, holding Bowl 
through L. A.’s new winter carniva} 
season, 


‘Mayor Would Make A. C. 


A Road Co. of N. Y. Fair 


Atlantic City, Sept 

Atlantic City visitors who haven't 
been to the N. Y. World's Fair will 
find the Fair has come to them next 
season, if efforts of Mave Tom Tag- 
gart are successful Hizzoner com- 
piled a list of 80 of the major ex- 
hibitors at the expo and wrote eact 
of them :¢ es lette: rging that 
they give the produc oomph’ by 
moving their exhibits and staffs t 
iA. C.’s boardwalk when the Fai 


closes Oct. 27. 


Invitations, accompanied by six 
pictures of the resort showing the 
boardwalk and beach, read: 

‘Atlantic City invites vou to con- 


| sider as a venture in good sales pro- 


motion the idea of transferring you! 
World’s Fair exhibits 


highly-trained personnel = t¢ 


and youl 


the 


' world-famous boardwalk 


‘Big business makes no secret of Its 
on that intangible quality 
called ‘oomph’ or glamor. GJamor is 
the No. 1 vitamin in the merchan- 
dising life of America. Atlantic City 
can give your product 2 background 
beszuty—the thing 


s cail Cynamile 


that advertise 


| Williams, of the N. Y. World-Tele- 


gram, on her show titled ‘In This 


Corner, the Ladies.’ 





Surprise Best-Seller 

Surprise best-selier, comparable in 
many respects to a ‘Chic’ Sales suc- 
cess of a dozen years ago, is ‘Bet 
It’s a Boy.’ Book consists entirely of 
colored drawings, with no text what- 
soever, depicting 
woman's. difficulties in 
stages of pregnancy. It 
No. 4 on the New York Herald- 
Tribune’s non-fiction best-seller list 
for two weeks and No. 1 on the list 
of Baker & Taylor, country’s 
largest book distrib. 

Drawings are credited to ‘Betty 
B. Blunt,’ obviously a phoney tag. 
Book is published by Cider Press, 
Brattleboro, Vt. Critics have called 


advancing 
has been 


‘it ‘very frank and just this side of 


crudity.’ 
Postpone Maginet Biog 

Biog of Andre Maginot, being 
readied for publication by Double- 
day Doran just as France fell, has 
been postponed until mid-winter. 
Publishem meantime is having it re- 
written to have it cenform to later 
events. 

Originally titled ‘Maginot, Builder 
of the Maginot Line,’ it will prob- 
ably be switched to ‘He Might Have 
Saved France.’ New idea is that if 
Maginot’s suggestions had been ac- 
cepted completely and he hadn't 


been stymied by a bloc of corrupt | 


reactionary politicians, France 
wouldn’t have been defeated 
Maginot’s wife will probably be 
credited with the , biog, although 
some of the material was supplied 
by his mother and sister and a num- 
ber of other people worked on it 


and 


N. ¥. News’ Columnar Sked 
The N. Y. Daily News’ three col- 


umnists, Ed Sullivan and Danton 
Walker, on Broadway, and John 
Chapman, from the Coast, are on a 


five-columns-a-week basis each, with 
all three appearing together only 
one day a week (Monday). Other- 
wise the yre staggered to cover tne 
full seven days, two pillars usually 
appearing daily 

Sullivan, due to a pulled muscle 
playing golf delivered less than 
his usual quota iast week 


Philly Jewish World Resumes 

The Jewish World, only Yiddish 
newspaper in Philly, resumes publi- 
cation on Friday (6). Publisher is 
Jacob Ginsburg, father of radio gab- 
per Norman Jay. President is M, 
Henry Potter, WPEN’s ‘Uncle Henry.’ 


Paper folded last May when bank-* 


roll put up by staff on a cooperative 
basis gave out. 

Dan Walker, N. ¥. News Sued 

Joseph N. Kane, at 
N.Y. federal action yesterday ‘Tues. } 
against the News Syndicate Co., Inc.. 
and Danton Walker. alleging plagiar- 
ism of parts of his two books in 
Walker's column in the June 21 and 
28 issues of the N. Y. news. An 
eccounting of profits and 


ithor, filed a 


in- 


hinction 


humorously a! 


, $250 damages for each copy of the 
paper sold is asked. 

Plaintiff wrote ‘Famous First Fea- 
tures’ and ‘More First Facts’ in 1928 
and 1934. The works were assigned 
ito H. W. Wilson Co., copyrighted, 
and eventually assigned back to 
| Kane. Walker is charged with hav- 
ing published many of the facts from 
the books in his column. 





Chi H. & A. to Vete on Guild 

There will be a plant vote on union 
affiliation by employees of Hearst's 
Herald -and- American in Chicago 
this month. 

Vote will be taken between the 
CIO Newspaper Guild and the Chi- 
cago Editorial Union of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


LITERATI OBITS 

Frank A. Bausch, 38, former city 
editor of the Long ‘Island Daily 
Press of Jamaica, N. Y., died Aug. 
29 in Queens General Hospital, Ja- 
maica, of injuries which he sustained 
when pinned to a tree by his auto- 
mobile earlier in the day. 

Rebert F. Paine, 84, associate of 
the late E. W. Scripps, who was in- 
strumenta] in establishing the News- 
paper Enterprise Association, died 
Aug. 29 in San Francisco. He had 
served as editor of the Cleveland 
Press and The San Francisco News. 
| Cel. Clarence J. Smith, 66, former 
managing editor and part owner of 
the Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, 
died Aug. 28 at his home in that city. 

Mrs. Levise Corson Downes, 83, 
/poetess and writer, died Aug. 29 at 
her New York hotel after an illness 
_of several months, She leaves a son, 
/Olin Downes,; music critic of the 
New York Times, and two daugh- 
ters. 





CHATTER 


Hugh I. Shott, publisher, Bluefield, 
(‘W. Va.) Daily Telegraph, named a 
presidential elector-at-large. 

Rex Beach has done an autobiog 
for Cosmopolitan. It'll be in the No- 
vember issue under the label, ‘Per- 
sonal Exposures.’ 

W. W. Anderson, former South 
Carolina newspaperman, now with 
Associated Press in N.Y., author of 
‘Kill One, Kill Two,’ mystery novel 
due from press in September. 

Harlan Miller, whose column ‘Over 
the Coffee’ has been in the Des 
Moines Register for many years, re- 
turns to Des Moines from Washing- 
ton this week and will resume his 
column there, together with serving 
as an associate editor on Look maga- 
zine. 


Gardner (Mike) Cowles, Jr., ex- 
ecutive editor of the Des Moines 
Register and Tribune, and his na- 


tional advertising head man, Charlie 
Feldman, have been checking up 
with the eastern advertising agen- 
cies on the fall and winter possibili- 
ties, 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
EXPO ‘GLAMOR’ WEEK 


Springfield, Mass., Sept. 3 

Annual Eastern States Exposition 
gets under way here Sunday - (15) 
for one week. All New Engtand 
states are again participating. Only 
radical change this year is intro- 
duction of so-called musica] extrava- 
ganza. Tagged ‘Exposition Follies of 
1940’ replaces the rodeo, annual 
main feature of the exposition. 

Designed to glamorize the expo- 
sition, the musical will have a cast of 
150, presented nightly, augmented by 
10 acts. Mammoth outdoor stage, $0 
by 140 feet, has been speecially con- 
structed for the which will 
be in five parts 

Booked for the show are Alan 
Rogers, Blanche Bradley, Ann Ruth- 
erford, Grenadier Male Octet, Ains- 
worth Dancers (24 girls), Alexander 
and Santos Co., Soutia’s Miami Band 
(21) Outdoor acts booked include 
Wallenda and Gretona troupe, Aerial 
Ballet. Shanghai troupe, Gaud- 
schmidt Bros., Three Toppers, Long 


revue, 


and Cravot, Demetri’s Bears, Four 
Blenders. 
Opening night of the ‘Follies’ 


| sponsored by the Chamber of Com- 
merce. 


Cincy Circus Eu, — 


Columbus, O., Sept. 3 
The Secretary of State's office has 
announced the incorporation of the 
United States Circus Corp., Cincin- 
nati, with $25,000 authorized capital. 
Principals are George S. Housion, 
James Bonnelli, H. H. Southgate 


and John G.- Robinson, Jr. 
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ROXY THEAT! 
NEW YORK 


‘‘We first played 
Major Bowes’ Units 
in 1935. Now, 5 Years 
later, we still find them 
a genuine help at ihe 

hoxoffice.’’ 


Irving Lesser 
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- MAJOR BOWES’ ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR ! 
On the Air Each Thursday Night 9pm. tol0p.m (EST) - | 
for Plymouth, Dodge, DeSoto and Chrysler 
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